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In this issue... 

Schedules 

 

Special April days 

 
Good Friday is my favorite church service of the whole year. 
When I tell people this, I usually get funny looks and people     
usually say, “Huh? … Why not Christmas Eve?! Or Easter?” 
While I love Christmas Eve services and Easter services, 
Good Friday is somehow still my favorite. The short answer I 
give when people ask is: I like the solemnity of Good Friday. 
 
Now I’ll give you the long answer, and I’ll start with an           
illustration. One night while I was in college, I was walking 
across campus to get to my Bible study. On the way, I see 
someone crouched up in a ball on the sidewalk. As I got   
closer, I realized this person was my friend Anna. I walked up 
to her and realized she was sobbing. 
  
“What’s wrong?” I asked. Between sobs, she muttered, “I just 
found out my friend Daniel died. They don’t know what           
happened, they just found his body on his college campus.” I 
crouched down with Anna on the sidewalk and held her.    
After a few minutes, Anna stops crying and asks me, “So 
where are you heading right now?” I told her I was on my way 
to a Bible study and asked if she would like to come with me. 
She nodded her head and said, “I would really love that right 
now.” 
 
The two of us walked over to the Bible study group, where 
about ten other women were gathered, sitting in a circle. We 
got some uncomfortable stares as we walked in, probably    
because we were 15 minutes late. I introduced Anna to the 
group and everyone introduced themselves. During the next 
60 minutes, everyone was smiling and laughing and sharing 
stories about how amazing Jesus is. With every utterance of 
“I’m so happy that Jesus …” and “God is so good!” my body got 
more and more tense. The whole time I’m thinking, “Just stop 
for a second! Anna’s friend JUST DIED. Can we talk about our 
real emotions right now, and stop skipping to the happy-
happy joy-joy part?!” 
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Our lives are full of pain, disappointments, grief, loss, and confusion. Where is the space to 
talk about this at church and in Christian community? Yes, Christ is risen and saves us 
from all sin and death, but we still experience sin and death. Yes, there is wonderful news 
of our salvation because of God’s grace, but there’s still some really awful news going on in 
the world every day. Sitting in that Bible study with Anna made me angry. All anyone 
talked about was resurrection, but they skipped over the cross. 
 
Jesus has to literally die before he is resurrected. His friends betrayed him before his    
resurrection. He was beaten and humiliated before his resurrection. He had to carry a 
large wooden cross through the streets before his resurrection. His mom had to see him 
dying on the cross and buried before his resurrection. All of these things are true and real, 
while Jesus saves us from sin and death. 
 
This is why I love Good Friday. We as Christians are given room to mourn; to cry; to sob; 
to acknowledge our pain and grief; to recognize that our Messiah died.  
 
The service is dark (quite literally), quiet, somber, serious, and is quite open to emotion. In 
the Good Friday service, we strip the altar, sing dreary songs, and extinguish candles. We 
acknowledge that Jesus has to die before he is resurrected.  
 
When God enters our lives, it doesn’t mean that all of our pain, suffering, and sadness is 
gone. No, they are still a very real part of our lives. But now, we also recognize that Sunday 
always comes. Christ indeed is risen and will come again, and we are given so much hope 
for the future. Before we skip to resurrection, we need to acknowledge sin, death, and the 
cross. Good Friday and Easter go hand in hand. We need Good Friday to get to Easter, and 
going to both services gives us the full picture, and crucial opportunities to mourn and 
celebrate as a Christian community. 
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Here we are in the season of Lent and I know that I am supposed to feel penitential 
and humble, but today I find that I am filled with joy! Whenever something works out       
especially great in the service, my response is always, “Jesus takes care of the         
dumb - especially me.” Today was a perfect example. 
 
This morning’s 11 am service was wonderful! We baptized a 6-year old, the son of a    
former student. What a joy to see this young mother and her son surrounded by family. 
Such hope and promise. And I had a chance to catch up with some of the family     
members that I haven’t seen in a while. The grandmother requested that we sing “This 
Little Light of Mine” somewhere in the service. When Pastor Lesley and I talked, we 
decided that it should replace “Jesus Took the Babes and Blessed Them.” Perfect,      
because I was having problems singing about Jesus taking babies when this child was 
obviously older.  
 
During the service, the congregation sang a new hymn after the sermon. Even though 
it was new, it was a perfect reflection on the sermon. And with the choir together   
leading the singing, a joyful noise was created. 
 
And then, the choir had been having difficulties with today’s anthem, so I made a last 
minute change. The anthem added to the momentum of the service, and with the   
congregation joining the singing, it was perfect. 
 
At the end of the service, I met a young man who has visited with us for 3 weeks and 
who is looking for a church. We had a great conversation. 
 
A member who has been missing for a while because of a long recovery from a fall and 
surgery was also here. How great to see mother and daughter together and back to 
worship with us! 
 
The seasons are beginning to change and the world is waking up from a strange winter. 
A new energy is in the air and I felt it in church this morning. I hope that the energy 
continues to build to Easter. The Adult Choir has begun practice for The Weeping 
Tree, to be presented on Good Friday at 7:30 pm. Several people from the congregation 
are singing with us for this service. All of the other choirs are busy learning music for 
Palm Sunday and Easter. What a great celebration that will be! 
 
On another note, plans have begun for this summer’s music camps. Primary Camp for 
students who have completed K – grade 2 is July 29 – 31. Summer Musical Camp for 
grades 3 – 8 is August 12 – 16. Information and registration forms are on the website. 
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And on different note, Pastor Lesley and I are hosting an 11-day trip to Prague,     
Budapest, Vienna and Munich in July, 2020. The highlight of the trip is the Passion 
Play of Oberammergau. Every ten years the town presents this play and it is       
supposed to be amazing. For Pastor and me, this is a once in a lifetime trip because 
who knows how we will be feeling in another 10 years. So far, we have 21 people in 
our group! Our group contains St. John’s members, friends, family and people in 
the neighborhood. We are thrilled! 
 
Our ultimate goal is a group of 36. We are over half-way there! This would give us 
our very own tour group and bus! Please consider joining us on this adventure. Our 
other goal is to have our group of 36 people registered before the beginning of May. 
Either send an e-mail (mrequard1@gmail.com or pastorlesley@stjohnsparkville.org), 
or see one of us in person.  Information can also be found on the website. 
 
In the meantime, keep 
 
Make a joyful noise,   

Are you still thinking about joining Ms. Martha and      
myself for our Splendors of Eastern Europe             
adventure?  So far, 21  people have said yes to the   

adventure and we would love to have you join us. 

We leave from Washington DC on July 6th, 2020 and 
travel to Prague. In Prague, we will visit the Hradcany    
Castle, several churches and Old Town.  The next 
day, we travel to Bratislava and then to Budapest.  We 
spend a few days touring in Budapest and then on to 

Vienna and on July 13th, we arrive in the charming village of Oberammergau, the site of 
the Passion Play.   

On July 14th, we get to experience the highlight of the trip…The Passion Play of         
Oberammergau. This Passion Play is a 387 year old promise that the villagers of       
Oberammergau have kept.  The play takes place on an open-air stage with a covered   
auditorium that is set against the backdrop of the towering Alpine mountains.  On July 
15th, we travel to Munich in preparation for returning home on July 16th. 

If you would like more information about this trip, please just ask Ms. Martha or  myself 
or pick up a flyer on the counter on the 3rd floor.  Come join us for an adventure of a 
lifetime. 

mailto:mrequard1@gmail.com
mailto:pastorlesley@stjohnsparkville.org
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Lenten focus on Wellness & Wholeness 

Since Lent is a time that focus on preparing for Jesus’ suffering and death before Christ’s      
resurrection, Lent can be a pretty heavy season. This Lenten Season  (March 6th – April 21st)    

we will be focusing on the theme of wellness/wholeness. You’ll see this reflected in the     
Wednesday Soup & Salad dinner conversations and during Lenten and Sunday services. We 
want to make sure everyone is taking care of themselves and awaiting resurrection! We will 

be using resources from Portico Benefit Services, which can be found online at this link: 

https://www.porticobenefits.org/CallToLiveWell/FaithBasedWellBeing/
TheWholenessWheel 

https://www.porticobenefits.org/CallToLiveWell/FaithBasedWellBeing/TheWholenessWheel
https://www.porticobenefits.org/CallToLiveWell/FaithBasedWellBeing/TheWholenessWheel
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Let’s Make Saint John’s Green 

Did you ever wonder where those coffee cups that are used for adult    
forum and donuts go when you finish with them?  Unfortunately they go 
to a landfill and remain there for up to a million years.  While the          
polystyrene cups are inexpensive, useful, and plentiful, they are horrible 
for the environment.  In fact, the state of Maryland is considering banning 
polystyrene.   

St. John’s Church Council invites you to join us in trying to reduce our use of polystyrene.  
How can we do this?  We can start by bringing our own coffee cups or mugs to use for 
our coffee at forum or with donuts.  When you come for soup and salad, bring a bowl that 
you can use for both soup and salad.  You can use a napkin to wipe it out, then take it 
home to wash it.  While this may seem inconvenient at first, once you get in the habit, it 
will be easy. 

You may also be wondering what happens if I don’t bring my own?  Nothing happens.  We 
will still provide cups and bowls.  But, we hope to be able to use heavyweight paper   
utensils which decompose in the landfill rather than the oil based polystyrene that can 
last many lifetimes or millennia.  Paper costs considerably more than the polystyrene, so 
the more reusable items we bring, we will be able to purchase paper instead. 

If you have any other suggestions for ways we can go green, please talk to a Council 
member.  We would love to have your input.  Remember that this is voluntary, but we 
would really appreciate your cooperation as you are able. 

Donna McDonough for your Church Council  

Spring Cleaning Day, Saturday, April 13th  
9 am-Noon at St. John's!  

 

Come on out to help us get our church ready 
for Easter, in order to be as welcoming as  
possible to guests. We will be cleaning,  
dusting, and doing some maintenance to 
spruce up the stairwells and 3rd floor. There 
are opportunities for all ages, so bring the 
whole family! 

Please join us for "Storm the  
Neighborhood" Outreach that will be      

happening on Sunday April 14th at 12:30 
pm. What is this? We will be walking 

around Parkville and putting door hanger 
invitations to Holy Week and Easter at St. 
John's on front doors in the surrounding 

neighborhoods. This will take no more than 
60 minutes, and a great way to "get your 

steps in" for the day!  
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Sunday School News 
   

 In Sunday School during the month of April the lessons will be: 
 4/7:  John 12: 1-8 
 4/14:   Luke 22:14-23:56 
 4/21:   NO SUNDAY SCHOOL- Easter 

4/28:   Revelation 1:4-8 
 
During April, the Forum will be discussing Easter hymns and the Bible on April 7th and 
14th.   There will be NO FORUM on April 21st. On April 28th Dave Ermer will be talking 
about food in the Bible. 
 

The annual Easter Egg hunt will be on Saturday, April 20th beginning at 10 am.  Please 
meet at the back of the parking lot near the parsonage.  Don’t forget to bring a basket or 
bag to collect your eggs!   
 
 

Thank You, 

The Men-in-Mission will meet for breakfast on Saturday, April 13th at 9 am at  
Jerry D’s Restaurant. 
 
We will host the Lenten Soup and Salad meal on Wednesday, April 10th. If any other 
men from St. John’s would like to help us with the Soup and Salad meal, please see 
either Dave Ermer after the 8:15 service or Wayne Byers after the 11:00 service. 
 
In the meantime, the Men in Mission will continue to study Revelations at 7 pm in 
the Youth Room on Tuesdays. 
 
Have a wonderful Easter! 
 

  

Men in Mission 
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Veterans Counseling Centers-These centers provide counseling to Veterans 
suffering from PTSD and their families. By the collection box, we have posted 
additional information on the programs provided. The funding they receive 
does not provide for extras and we felt called to help them. They need       
donations of coffee, sugar and sugar free packets, non-dairy creamer, and 
hot cups. They have expanded their request to include materials to promote 
relaxation. They need  acrylic paint, canvas, brushes, colored pencils, adult coloring books, 
Yoga pads and mats. The collection box is located on the second floor stairwell.  

Food Pantry-Our food pantry collections are donated to Victor’s Vittles at 
Christus Victor Lutheran Church. The items most needed are: canned fruit, 
Chef Boyardee, instant mashed potatos, can soup, cereal, canned chicken/
tuna, peanut butter, jelly, side dishes, pasta and sauce.  

Thank you, thank you from St. John's LEAD team.  St. John's, you rock!  We had a lot of      
responses from the congregational assessment that have given the LEAD team a good guide 
as to where God's People at St. John's believe we are on our journey of partnering in God's    
mission and ministry.  We are spending some time in prayer and conversation together and 
then in the near future, the LEAD team will be sharing with you the results of the               
assessment and introducing St. John's to the next step in the Listening process. 
 
Meanwhile, we as the LEAD team, ask for your prayers that the Holy Spirit will guide all of 
us as we do God's work, with our hands.  

 Food for Thought—Donation boxes are in the second floor stairwell and on 
the third floor outside of the Worship Center.  We have an immediate 
need for shelf stable chocolate milk, individual packs of cookies, and Chef       
Boyardee single serving meals. This program would not be possible      
without your donations. Thank you for your generosity! 
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 March 31: Bible Study- Luke (Ardi Scarborough) 
 
April 7: Easter Hymns & the Bible (Rosalie Coffman) 
April 14: Easter Hymns & the Bible (Rosalie Coffman) 
April 21: Easter Sunday-No Forum 
April 28: Food in the Bible (Dave Ermer) 
 
May 5: Confirmation Breakfast-No Forum 
May 12: To be announced 
May 19: One Service Sunday-No Forum 
May 26: One Service Sunday-No Forum 

April Ushers  

AV Schedule 

Thank your for recording the 
service and working the sound 
system. If you have questions, 

please let us know.  

Charles & Sheila Bender 

Vickie Jasinski, Barb Mueller, 
Barb Gray, Megan Schoenfliess 
 

Newsletter Articles for the May  
edition of the St. John’s Herald are 
due on April 15th. 

                      Please join us for our April Lunch Bunch 

                                           We will be going to El Salto located at 8816 Waltham Woods Road  
                                           in Parkville on Sunday, April 14th, at  12:30 pm. Please contact  
                                           Lee or Laurie Krieger for a reservation.  

Save the Date: “Walk as One at 1 pm” on Saturday, May 4th. Please join St. 
John’s Ministry Team as we walk our labyrinth, “A Place of Grace”  in               

celebration of World Labyrinth Day. A free will offering will be available to    
support St. John’s Elevator Fund.  
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Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule 

 

If you cannot serve on your designated date, contact Sheila Bender. The office will send out 
your readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 410-665-1234. This    
schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe. 

*Communion Assistant who did not lector, it is requested that you commune the Pastor and   
Assisting Minister. 

Thank you, 

       

St. John’s Website 

We are working to spruce up the website. In order for us to do this we 
need up-to-date information for each of St. John’s ministries. Please    
contact the church office with any current information about your    

ministry or photo’s of current members of your group.  



 13 

 

Acolyte Schedule 

If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please use the Acolyte List to find a replacement.  
Contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com with any schedule changes as soon as possible. 
 

Thank you! 

     Open Altar Flower Dates for 2019 

  

 

 

 

        

       
Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at  

 office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

 June 23rd  and 30th October 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th 

July 21st  November 3rd and 17th 

 August 4th, 18th, and 25th December 1st, 15th, 22nd, and 29th 

September 22nd and 29th  
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Please remember to come out to our labyrinth, A Place Of Grace, on Saturday, May 
4th, at 1 o’clock in the afternoon to celebrate World Labyrinth Day.  We are excited to 
showcase our beautiful outdoor space and have invited several churches in the 
Parkville community to join us as we walk in prayer for peace.  The Labyrinth          
Society, supporter of this world-wide event, estimates that over 5,000 people around 
the world will be walking for peace at their respective labyrinths. Our goal at St. 
John’s is to be counted among the numbers participating in 2019.  If you don’t want to 
walk the path, there are benches for your use.  Paper labyrinths will be available so 
you can “finger walk” in prayer.  All are welcome! 
 
YOUR HELP IS STILL NEEDED:  In preparation for World Labyrinth Day, your help 
is crucial!  Many hands are needed to clean-up and beautify the labyrinth area. Will 
you use your hands to do God’s work?  Can you spend an hour or two at the labyrinth 
weeding the pathways and/or clearing the gardens?  If you, your family and friends 
are able to do so, we would truly appreciate the help.  You can go to the labyrinth any 
time throughout the month of April.  Just send me a text (410.615.8640) or drop me an 
email (lisa.duerling@homesbyriley.com) letting me know what work you did so that 
we recognize your efforts in an upcoming newsletter.  Thanks in advance for any help 
you can provide! 
 
Pray Without Ceasing,  

Labyrinth Ministry News 

AAPR Parkville 
Chapter 3090 is 
having a     
membership 

drive. Their meetings are held the third Friday 
of each month at 11 am (except June, July &   
August ) right here at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church. The dues are only $10 per year.  They 
have meetings, activities, the opportunity to 
meet new people, guest speakers, 50/50 raffles 
and bus trips.  

If you are  interested in joining the group 
please contact Vivian Vaughn at 443-921-7263 
or Vija Lagzdins at 410-529-0258.  

Come and bring a friend! 

mailto:lisa.duerling@homesbyriley.com
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St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville announces: 

Suicide Prevention & Education Workshop 

April 11th, 6:30 – 8:30 pm 

Who? Tamala Converse from the SANTE group will be facilitating and presenting on this 

topic. The SANTE group offers crisis response, treatment and recovery, and community 

outreach resources. For more information about what the SANTE group does, go to: 

www.thesantegroup.org.  

What? In this suicide prevention and education workshop, you will be given tips and  

information regarding suicide prevention. We will have discussions and end with a brief 

prayer service. 

Where? St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville in their Fellowship Hall. St. John’s is 

handicap accessible. The address is 8808 Harford Rd., Parkville, MD 21234. 

When? Thursday April 11th from 6:30-8:30 pm. 

Why? Suicide affects everyone. We are in the midst of a mental health crisis and we 

need to talk about it. Come learn about prevention! 

This event is free and open to the public. All ages are welcome. 

8808 Harford Rd. Parkville, MD 21234 
410-665-1234 

www.stjohnsparkville.org 
 

*If you are in immediate need of behavioral health services and live in 
 Baltimore County, please call 410-931-2214.* 

http://www.stjohnsparkville.org


 16 

 



 17 

 



 18 

 



 19 

 



 20 

 



 21 

 



 22 

 

04/01 Hayden Miller 
04/02 Hayden Evans 
04/03 Jaxson Alford 
04/03 Melissa Burkhardt 
04/03 Mary Gude 
04/04 Sheena Bittner 
04/04 Brett Evans 
04/04 Annette Jones 
04/04 George Kempske 
04/05 Cornelius McCall, III 
04/05 Faith Rykaczewski 
04/06 Dennis Wassman 
04/07 Robert Merrey, Jr. 
04/07 Madeleine Wood 
04/08 Catherine Brophy 
04/08 Kirsten Miller 
04/09 Karen Ermer 
04/09 Kevin Wisniewski 
04/10 Christopher Cappucci 
04/11 Karli Cappucci 
04/11 Lee Smith 
04/12 Ryan DeWitt 
04/13 Terry Little 
04/13 Robert Schlicht 
04/14 Molly Cummings 
04/14 Marvin Senft 

04/15 Devin Hyman 
04/15 Andray Nufea, Sr. 
04/16 Jonathan Graf 
04/17 Andrew Burkhardt 
04/17 Brandon Hurn 
04/17 Christopher Perzan 
04/19 Sarah Scheindlinger 
04/19 Abigail Schwartz-Mitchell 
04/19 Jennifer Schwartz-Mitchell 
04/20 Barbara Berner 
04/20 Amanda Portera 
04/21 Isabella Diffenderffer 
04/21 Johanna Gray 
04/21 Genoa Hartmann 
04/22 Giavanna Tilton 
04/23 Susan Dreier 
04/24 Milton Dutcher 
04/25 Ruth Gilland 
04/25 Dale Pickett, Jr. 
04/25 Janet Roth 
04/25 Carter Votta 
04/26 Maddalyn Meekins 
04/26 Izabella Uhlman 
04/29 Julie Perzan 
04/30 Betty Ehm 
04/30 Janice Palin 

 

 

 

April Birthdays 

March Baptismal Anniversaries 

March Wedding Anniversaries 

04/00 Bonnie Rogers 
04/00 Barbara Mueller 
04/00 Susan Addison 
04/00 Bradford Nicholson 
04/00 Beth Gray 
04/00 Patrick Merrey 
04/00 Ryan Haacke 
04/00 Chase Ullmann 
04/01 Ann  Oakes 
04/03 Marissa Evans 
04/03 Julianna Johnson 
04/03 Charlotte Miller 

04/05 Dale Pickett, Jr. 
04/08 James Johnson 
04/11 Genevieve Schwartz-Mitchell 
04/11 Vincent Kirby 
04/15 Ryan Billman 
04/15 Paige Morgan 
04/16 Randy Wolfe 
04/17 Dorothy Smith 
04/19 Jamie Fitch 
04/19 Duke Swinder 
04/20 Noah Shull 
04/21 Oliver Blazakis 

04/22 Andray Nufea, Sr. 
04/22 Anna Gerber 
04/24 Jeffrey Hurn 
04/24 Sophia Shull 
04/25 Emily Lipka 
04/26 Henry Ermer 
04/27 Nora McDonough 
04/30 Emma Nicholson 
 

 

 

4/6/1968 Lynda & Robert Gehrig 
4/12/1997 David & Denise Nash 
4/22/1989 Fred & Judy Zimmer 
4/23/1977 Karen & Bob Merrey, Jr. 
4/26/1981 Judy & Tony Jasinski, Jr. 

4/26/1997 Joe & Denise Retkowski 
4/27/1990 Candy & Tony Maxwell 
4/27/1996 Laura & Randy Wolfe 
4/30/1983 Laurie & Mark Vaught 
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Prayer List 
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