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In this issue... 

Schedules 

Special April days 

  How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take 
refuge in the shadow of your wings. Psalm 36:7 
 
These last few weeks have been a whirlwind.  On March 8th, we 
had a great celebration giving thanks for God’s mission and 
ministry that we did together for the past four years. Then in a 
matter of just a few days, we all added a new vocabulary and 
perhaps new habits to our lives. Words like Covid 19, social  
distancing, and sheltering in place have become common 
words in our vocabulary. Washing our hands long enough so 
that we have prayed the Lord’s Prayer or sung Happy Birthday 
have become our new normal practice.  Some of this can seem 
scary or at least unfamiliar and not comfortable. There are  
other things in our lives right now that also might not seem 
comfortable. Roxie and I have traveled over 1200 miles to begin 
a new call.  St. John’s is in the process of calling an interim  
pastor to guide you through these next steps of ministry and 
mission.  Worship is being done on line.  Community is being 
created through phone calls, cards and email, and not by         
in-person visits.  Perhaps, you are asking when does it all stop.  
When will things return to normal? 
 
I wish I could tell you when it will all return to the normal and 
familiar.  I don’t know if it ever will return to what in the past 
was normal or if we will adjust to a new normal, a normal of 
greeting one another with a wave rather than a handshake or a 
hug, connecting with community in new ways, etc. No one, 
other than God knows these answers. 
 
However, I can tell you, with certainty, one thing that has not 
changed these past few weeks or ever.  God and God’s       
presence in our lives and in the world has not changed.  In the 
midst of uncertainty and change, the one certainty we can all 
count on is God’s presence.  Let me say that again, in the midst 
of uncertainty, there is one thing certain; God is present with 
us. 

Important Notice: All information published in this edition of 
the Herald is subject to change! 
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I wonder where you have seen God present these past couple of weeks.  Have you seen God        
present in the way that neighbors are caring for one another in a time of crisis?  Have you seen God 
present in the messages of hope that Vicar Cassie and the Bishop have shared on line?  I guarantee 
you God is present and I invite you to be intentional to look for God’s presence.  I pray that in     
recognizing his presence, you will find comfort and strength.  You will find the tools needed to   
carry on in this uncharted and uncertain times. God is here and is with us all on this journey.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
I not only am giving thanks to God for God’s steadfast presence, I am giving thanks to God and to 
St. John’s for the wonderful celebration of four years of participating in God’s mission and ministry 
together.  Sunday, March 8th was a great day. In worship, we lifted our voices together to God to 
say thank you for the work that God had called us to do with our hands.  Thank you for the            
delicious luncheon.  It was a fantastic opportunity to come together as community and be            
reminded that we are all Siblings in Christ and to be thankful for one another.  Your generous gift 
will help Roxie and I get settled in our new place of mission and ministry.  Most of all your prayers 
and love, sending us off to follow God’s call on our life is such a great gift.  Thank you and thank you 
again. 
We have left a part of us behind in Parkville.  We have taken a part of you with us to our new call.  
Please know that we will forever be Siblings in Christ, however now called in different geographical 
places to do God’s work, with our hands. Daily, we keep you in our prayers as we all count on our 
steadfast and loving God to help us create our new normal and give us hope and comfort. 
 
God’s peace and blessings and my thanks and prayers,  

 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
Thank you does not seem adequate for the generosity of celebration 
we experienced on March 8th.  Thank you so much for joining me in 
worship to give thanks to God for the work we have done                
together.  It was a privilege to remind you one last time of God's 
depth of love as we shared the Lord's Supper together, sang joyfully together, heard God's word 
and prayed together. 
 
The luncheon was a delicious reminder of how connected we all are to one another and how as 
a family we come together to give thanks for our many blessings, especially the blessing of  
community. 
 
Your generous monetary gift is most appreciated as Roxie and I settle in Texas. 
 
Most of all thank you for your continued prayers and love.  You will always be in Roxie's and my 
heart. 
 
God's blessings and my thanks and prayers,  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

As I read the email from Bishop Gohl I keep going back to The Lord is my light and my         
salvation. I will share this with you... I am at a loss right now as I am sure many of you are as 
well. But then I am reminded that I still have a safe place to stay, food in the  pantry and 
fridge, and people around me who love me and support me. I want to stress to you all, you 
too have so many people who love you and will support you in any way you need. This 
church is your family and while we miss seeing you, we are still united in Christ in our 
hearts.   
 

There are still opportunities for us to worship together and I am so thankful for the work the 
church staff has done these past few weeks and how Vicar Cassie and Deacon Claire have 
made it a priority to reach out as often as they can to support our congregation. Martha and 
Cassie are working on adding a musical element into our Sunday 11 AM Worship time and I 
look forward to worshiping with you all then. Carol continues to push forward with the 
newsletter and keep the phone calls answered and Scott is working very hard to provide a 
clean worship environment for all St. John's members. When our opportunity to worship    
together returns please thank them for all they have done to "keep the ministry going". 
 

With the information provided by the Governor and the letter that most of you received 
from the Bishop I would like to update you on the status of St. John's.  The church will       
remain closed through Sunday, April 26th. It breaks my heart to write that this includes all 
Holy Week services and activities. We are asking all congregational members to not come to 
the church unless it is absolutely necessary. Each of us must do our part to "flatten the 
curve" and I trust you will all understand the importance of staying safe and sound at home. 
 

But as I stated, we must keep the ministry going! There are several things we are working on 
to help us worship together, virtually. Vicar Cassie is building a schedule of Facebook Live 
and Zoom meetings for the youth, for Bible study and virtual worship. Each week she will 
provide Zoom links for the scheduled events. Here is the schedule Cassie is working on: 
 

 Sunday   
10:00 AM   DE/MD Synod Facebook Live Worship 
11:00 AM   St. John's Facebook Live Prayer and Fellowship Service 

Monday 
7:00 PM   Leadership Brainstorm Meeting (Zoom) - Open to all leaders and members 

with questions and/or concerns 
Wednesday 

1:00 PM   Storytime with Vicar Cassie (Zoom) - 10 and Under 
7:00 PM   Lenten Vespers with Bishop Gohl - Facebook Live on the DE-MD Synod 

page 
Thursday 

10:00 AM  Brunch and Bible Study (Zoom) - A study of scripture 
7:00 PM   St. John's Youth Night (Zoom) - Middle School and High School  
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With the continuing ministry of the church I would like to address the importance of generous 
giving. During this time of challenge I simply ask that you do what you can. The church needs 
your offering in order to continue to provide the support you need. Thank you for your             
generosity.  
 

As the Bishop wrote in his letter on Wednesday, we are all connected in prayer. I ask for your 
prayers of love and guidance and I will keep each and everyone one of you in my prayers daily.  I 
know there are members that do not get or use email. Please reach out and update anyone who 
you think might not get this email. Claire and Cassie, along with many members, are reaching out 
as often as they can but I'm sure an extra phone call will not hurt anyone's feelings. Remember 
that the church is here for you. As this social distancing continues if you need anything;           
groceries, supplies, or just a friendly voice on the other end of the phone please call the church 
office at 410-665-1234 or email Vicar Cassie at vicar@stjohnsparkville.org. 
 

I have been promised by Cassie and Martha that we will be celebrating Easter this year. It may not 
be on the originally planned days but we will have an impromptu Easter once we are worshiping 
together again in our beautiful church on Harford Road.   
 

May the Grace of God be with each of you and I pray for your safety and good health. 
 

Your friend in Christ, 

Creation Care News  

Spring is here.  That means new life in our gardens, our lawns, and our planters.  If you’re 
like me, on these warm days when I’m stuck at home, you’re outside as much as you can 
be.  This is a good thing even if your outside space is limited.  The beauty of God’s        
wonderful creation is all around us.  

Social distancing and shelter in place orders are difficult to deal with especially since they 
can be socially isolating as well.  But whenever possible, get outside to enjoy the sounds, 
smells, and sights of rebirth.  Engage with neighbors and others from a safe distance, or as 
I’ve seen on TV, through a window.   

If you have a garden, now is the perfect time to clear out the debris of winter, and just get 
your hands dirty.  When you’re able to add plants, keep in mind native perennials.  These 
will come back year after year and provide food and habitat for many creatures, and next 
spring, you won’t have to buy so many new plants.   

And always remember that you can show appreciation for God’s love and his creation by 
being a friend of the environment.   
 

Go Green, 

mailto:vicar@stjohnsparkville.org
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It was wonderful being able to be in church and play for two Sundays before the services 
were canceled because of COVID-19. I enjoyed worshipping online at three different services 
on March 15. But I did miss worshipping with others in person.   
 
You know by now that something has popped into my head. This time it is What a Difference 
a Day Makes, a 1959 Grammy R & B winner for Dinah Washington. What a difference a day 
does make and now we are all wondering now what? I wish I had some answers. 
 
I can tell you what was supposed to happen. On Palm Sunday the Adult, Handchime and 
Children’s choirs were supposed to sing a combined anthem. On Good Friday, the Adult 
Choir was supposed to present We Remember Calvary, a service of darkness. On Easter  
Sunday, the Handbell Choir and Adult Choirs were supposed to sing special anthems. What 
now? 
 
Honestly, only the Lord knows. I can tell you for sure that the Palm Sunday and Good Friday 
presentations will not happen as planned. As possible, adjustments will be made. We’ll have 
to see what happens on Easter. 
 
I can also tell you that no matter where or how we worship, Jesus will rise on Easter. That 
promise is true. At some point we will begin worshiping in the sanctuary again and activities 
will resume. 
 
Until we meet in person again, remember that each day does make a difference. Keep 
healthy, keep safe and whatever you do, remember to keep 
 
Making a Joyful Noise, 
 

Thrivent News:  

Thrivent invites you to a Free Workshop: Savvy Social Security    
The workshop will take place via Zoom on Monday, April 27th and 
Wednesday, April 29th at  7 pm. Please call Stacey Fegley at              
(301) 515-3312 or email stacey.fegley@thrivent.com to register.  
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Join us for Bible study and 
 fellowship, 

right from your couch! 
 
In this time of social distancing, there is no 
need to feel distant from your church    
family! To that end, St. John's is excited to 
offer FOUR weekly Zoom meetings that you 
may want to join. These will continue until 
it is safe to meet at church again. 

 

Storytime with Vicar Cassie: Wednesdays at 1pm 
Get your little ones (age 10 and under) ready for Bible stories and encouragement right from Vicar 
Cassie's living room. Special appearances by Ramona the cat! 
 

Brunch and Bible: Thursdays at 10am 
Take a break from working at home and settle in with your favorite snack to study some        
Scripture. This week we will head to the Old Testament and talk about Ezekiel and the dry bones! 
 

St. John's Youth Night: Thursdays at 7pm 
All youth (middle and high school) are invited to this fellowship time where we will check in with 
each other, show off our pets, and try to figure out the bright side of online school :) 
 

Leadership Brainstorm: Mondays at 7pm 
On Mondays when council does not meet, all church leaders (from ANY ministry team!) are       
invited to check in with one another, share information, and dream up all the great things we can 
do now... and later! 
 

But how do I use Zoom? 
Check your Tuesday email for each week’s links, and click on the link when the meeting you want 
to attend is scheduled to start. You will be prompted to download the application Zoom onto your 
computer or smart phone, and when the meeting begins, you will be able to log on using your  
device's audio and camera. 
  

 
Go to our Facebook page: 

 facebook.com/stjohnslutheranchurchparkville 
for virtual services!  

 
If you have a need (for phone calls, prayer, resources) 

email Vicar Cassie at vicar@stjohnsparkville.org 
or call the church office at 410-665-1234 

 

mailto:vicar@stjohnsparkville.org
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Pastor Lesley and Claire,  
 

Thank you so much for the gifts, prayers,    
visits, and all you have done for us. James is 
now at peace with the Lord. 
 

Thanks again,  

Pastor Lesley and all of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church,  

Thank you so very much for the ways you have 
supported us this week. Opening your church to 
us made the experience we had this week       
possible. We are of the mind that service to    
others is the highest calling. You have serviced 
us and we thank you.  
 

Lord Bless! 

 

We extend our sincere appreciation to Pastor Lesley & Deacon Claire Miller for their kind visit to 
our home. The opportunity for communion was much appreciated. We have a special thanks for 
the current Confirmation Class for the thoughtful gifts.  
 

A very special thank you to Judy & Tony Jasinski for 
staying unexpectedly late on Saturday, March 7th, 
to double dress the tables in the social hall for  
Pastor   Lesley’s luncheon. It would not have been 
possible  without you two or so pretty in pink with 
our Christian table cloths on top.  Could not have 
done it without you guys! 

From the bottom of my heart! 
Blessings, 

  “M” 

Pastor Lesley,  

You have truly beautified our church with 
the addition of our generous supply of our 
personalized red pencils, for the last 4 
years. Wishing you much happiness and 
good health in the new bridge you will be 
crossing over, to your new church, family 
and friends. 
 

God Speed & Blessings, 

Cemetery Note:  

We would like to thank all of our members who have graves in our church cemetery, for helping 
to keep it clean and neat all year long.  It is now time to replace your Christmas flowers and  
other holiday decorations with Spring and Easter flowers. We pray you all have a blessed and 
healthy Spring, Summer and Fall.  

Blessings 
The Cemetery Committee  
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Men in Mission 

 The Men-in-Mission breakfast in April is scheduled to take place at the IHOP on 
Belair Road at Rossville Boulevard at 9 am on April 11th.  
 

If the coronavirus leaves us, we will host the Soup and Salad on Wednesday April 1st. 
 

Hopefully we will be able to celebrate Easter together! 
  

   
 
 

Want to do some Spring Cleaning while you are stuck inside?  

We have the solution for you.  

 

Used Clothing Drop-Off Shed 

Sponsored By:  

St. John’s Lutheran Church  

Acceptable Items: All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 
drapes, and stuffed toys.  (Please no rags, fabric scraps, toys or household goods) 

The shed is located in the parking lot by the cemetery. Please put all donations in a plastic bag.  
This is a fundraiser for St. John’s and there are receipts available for tax purposes.  
 

Thanks for your support!  
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  Open Altar Flower Date for 2020 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at             
office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

September 6th, 20th & 27th May 24th 

June 14th, 21st & 28th October 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 

July 12th, 19th & 26th November 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th 

August 2nd, 16th, 23rd & 30th  December 6th, 13th, 24th & 27th 

Newsletter Articles for the  
May edition of the  
St. John’s Herald are 
due on April 15th. 

Please mark your calendar for a 
One Service Sunday  

Sunday, May 3rd 

Worship at 10 am  
Followed by a Congregational Meeting  

                                                           and Pot Luck  

      Donut & Coffee Set Up Schedule  

May 10, 17 
Lisa & Keith Duerling 
Bob & Barbara Berner 
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Food for Thought—Donation boxes are in the second floor stairwell. We have an  immediate 
need for pudding cups.  This program would not be  possible without your donations. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

Food Pantry-Our food pantry collections are donated to Victor’s Vittles at Christus Victor 
Lutheran Church. The items most needed are: canned fruit, Chef Boyardee, instant 
mashed potatos, can soup, cereal, canned chicken/tuna, peanut butter, jelly, side dishes, 
pasta and sauce.  

Veterans Counseling Centers-These centers provide counseling to Veterans suffering from 
PTSD and their families. Thank you for your donations to the Veterans. Everyone has been 
incredibly generous! Currently they need coffee, tea, and powdered creamer. The collection 
box is located on the second floor stairwell. Thank you for your help! 

If you are NOT receiving the Weekend News each week from St. John’s through Constant 
Contact, please call the church office at 410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org. 
We will get you added to the email distribution list, so we can stay in touch with you about 
what is happening. One of the things we add to the Weekend News is a weekly survey 
question for you to answer. The results are in the next Weekend News. Below is a recent 
question we asked everyone. 
 
How has the COVID 19 crisis affected your employment? 
1. Still working in the office-7.7%                                         
2. Working between office and home remotely-11.5%     
3. Working all at home-19.2%                                                    
4. My job cannot be done remotely-15.4%                          
5. I have lost my job because of the crisis-0.0% 
6. I am temporarily off but will resume work when permitted-
3.8% 

7. Other-42.3% 
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                            EASTER FLOWERS  

                                            2020  

                                           
 Given in Loving Memory of 

 
Jean and Paul Raubach by Linda Wiley 
Ronald Morrow by Leona and Jim Morrow 
Eva Cromer by Philip and Marie Kramer 
Bernie Shaw by Carol Shaw 
Ed Neuman by Carol Shaw 
Ruth Neuman by Carol Shaw 
My son, Russell Skarda, by Ruth Skarda 
Our parents, Lou and Julia Ermer and Bud and Mary Curnoles,  
    by Frank and Janet Curnoles   
Our loved ones by Melinda, Meghan McGhin and Jacob 
Loved ones by Barbara Conrad and the Hurn family  
Betty and Juri Kiima by Cindy Burt 
Edmund and Frances Grams by Patricia Hurley 
Elizabeth and W. Roger Hurley by Patricia Hurley 
Jay Wood by Christian, Amanda, Jack , and Maddie Wood 
Parents and grandparents by Martha and John Requard 
Our beloved parents and grandparents by Bill and Diane Carroll 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Leonard Rye and George L. Rye, Jr. by Doris and Ruth Rye  
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Blackburn, Sr. by Doris and Ruth Rye 

 
Given in Loving Honor of 

 
The Wood family by Linda Wiley 
Betty W. Boyer by Philip and Marie Kramer 
Our beautiful grandchildren, Paxton, Olivia, Natalie and Madelyn, 
    by Frank and Janet Curnoles  
Linda Wiley by Christian, Amanda, Jack, and Maddie Wood 
Lee and Laurie Krieger by Christian, Amanda, Jack, and Maddie Wood 
And thanksgiving for our grandchildren, Henry, Penelope, and Tallulah, 
     by David and Karen Ermer 
Children and grandchildren by Martha and John Requard 
Our children and grandkids by Bill and Diane Carroll 
Jane and Grayson Brothers 
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04/01 Hayden Miller 
04/02 Hayden Evans 
04/03 Jaxson Alford 
04/03 Melissa Burkhardt 
04/03 Mary Gude 
04/04 Brett Evans 
04/04 Annette Jones 
04/04 George Kempske 
04/05 Cornelius McCall, III 
04/05 Faith Rykaczewski 
04/06 Dennis Wassman 
04/07 Robert Merrey, Jr. 
04/07 Madeleine Wood 
04/08 Kirsten Miller 
04/09 Karen Ermer 
04/10 Christopher Cappucci 
04/11 Karli Cappucci 
04/11 Lee Smith 
04/12 Ryan DeWitt 
04/13 Robert Schlicht 
04/14 Molly Cummings 
04/14 Marvin Senft 
 

04/15 Devin Hyman 
04/15 Andray Nufea, Sr. 
04/16 Jonathan Graf 
04/17 Andrew Burkhardt 
04/17 Christopher Perzan 
04/19 Abigail Schwartz-Mitchell 
04/19 Jennifer Schwartz-Mitchell 
04/20 Barbara Berner 
04/20 Amanda Portera 
04/21 Isabella Diffenderffer 
04/21 Johanna Gray 
04/22 Giavanna Tilton 
04/23 Susan Dreier 
04/24 Milton Dutcher 
04/25 Ruth Gilland 
04/25 Dale Pickett, Jr. 
04/25 Janet Roth  85

th 

04/25 Carter Votta 
04/29 Julie Perzan 
04/30 Betty Ehm 
04/30 Janice Palin 
 
 

 

 
 
  

April Birthdays 

April Baptismal Anniversaries 

April Wedding Anniversaries 

04/00 Bonnie Rogers 
04/00 Barbara Mueller 
04/00 Susan Addison 
04/00 Bradford Nicholson 
04/00 Laura Sparks 
04/00 Patrick Merrey 
04/00 Ryan Haacke 
04/00 Chase Ullmann 
04/01 Ann Oakes 
04/03 Marissa Evans 
04/03 Julianna Johnson 

04/03 Charlotte Miller 
04/05 Dale Pickett, Jr. 
04/08 James Johnson 
04/11 Genevieve Schwartz-Mitchell 
04/11 Vincent Kirby 
04/15 Ryan Billman 
04/15 Paige Morgan 
04/16 Randy Wolfe 
04/19 Duke Swinder 
04/20 Noah Shull 
04/21 Oliver Blazakis 

04/22 Andray Nufea, Sr. 
04/22 Anna Gerber 
04/24 Sophia Shull 
04/25 Emily Lipka 
04/26 Henry Ermer 
04/27 Nora McDonough 
04/30 Emma Nicholson  

  4/6/1968 Lynda & Robert Gehrig 
4/12/1997 David & Denise Nash 
4/22/1989 Fred & Judy Zimmer 
4/23/1977 Karen & Bob Merrey, Jr. 
4/26/1981 Judy & Tony Jasinski, Jr. 
4/27/1990 Candy & Tony Maxwell 
4/27/1996 Laura & Randy Wolfe  
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Prayer List 
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Kid’s Corner 


