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Second Sunday of Christmas
WELCOME
PRELUDE

Variations on “Ratisbon”

David Paxton

(© 2014 Lorenz Publishing Co.)

Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is made flesh among all
peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth.
Amen.
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. We seek what is mighty
while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. We have not put on love in
harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your
peace, that all we do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. Amen.
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the child born of Mary,
Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Joy to the World

ELW 267

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3

4

No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

(Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
WORD
FIRST READING

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.” See, I am going to
bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them
the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return
here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by
brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far
away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” For the
LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and
sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain,
the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered
garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the
young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give
them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied
with my bounty, says the LORD.
The Word of the Lord.
PSALM

Thanks be to God.
Read responsively; congregation reads bold verses

Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.
God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
The LORD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
The LORD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

Psalm 147:12-20

SECOND READING

Ephesians 1:3-14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world
to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he
has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In
Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his
glory.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Luke 2:21-35
Glory to you, O Lord.

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given
by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. When the time came for their purification according
to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the
law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons."
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what
was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, "Master, now you
are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for
glory to your people Israel." And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the

falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of
many will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too."
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON
Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY

That Boy-Child of Mary

ELW 293

Refrain
That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable,
a manger his cradle in Bethlehem

1

What shall we call him, child of the manger?
What name is given in Bethlehem? Refrain

2 His name is Jesus, God ever with us,
God given for us in Bethlehem. Refrain

3

How can he save us, how can he help us,
born here among us in Bethlehem? Refrain

4

Gift of the Father, to human mother,
makes him our brother in Bethlehem. Refrain

5

One with the Father, he is our Savior,
heaven-sent helper in Bethlehem. Refrain

6

Gladly we praise him, love and adore him,
give ourselves to him in Bethlehem. Refrain

(Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000; Music: Malawi traditional; adapt. Tom Colvin; Text and music © 1969 Hope
Publishing Company)

INSTALLATION OF 2022 OFFICERS AND NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS
Exec. Council

President: Michelle Evans ~ Vice President: Michele Alkire
Secretary: Tony Jasinski ~ Treasurer: Chris Hills

New Council Members

Larry Addison ~ Ardi Scarborough

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
After each petition
Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.
PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
We offer each other a sign of God’s peace. Afterwards, the assembly is seated.

MEAL
OFFERTORY MUSIC

How Brightly Shines the Morning Star

Johann Christoph Bach,
arr. Geoffrey Edwards

(© 2014 Lorenz Publishing Co.)

An offering is gathered for the mission and ministry of God’s Church.
Please stand as you are able.
OFFERING HYMN
As with Gladness Men of Old
ELW 302 (vv. 1, 3)
1 As with gladness men of old
3 As they offered gifts most rare
did the guiding star behold;
at thy cradle, rude and bare,
as with joy they hailed its light,
so may we with holy joy,
leading onward, beaming bright;
pure and free from sin's alloy,
so, most gracious Lord, may we
all our costliest treasures bring,
evermore be led by thee.
Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king.
(Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.; Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872)

OFFERING PRAYER
Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and these your
gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your
salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of
the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that,
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You have filled
all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue from
Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of
your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to
giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he come.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the
ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with
him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor in yours, almighty Father, now and
forever.
Amen.
Let us pray together.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
FRACTURE

The breaking of the bread.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you.
COMMUNION
The body and Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
COMMUNION HYMN
Of the Father’s Love Begotten
ELW 295
1 Of the Father's love begotten
2 Oh, that birth forever blessed,
ere the worlds began to be,
when the virgin, full of grace,
he is Alpha and Omega,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving,
he the source, the ending he,
bore the Savior of our race,
of the things that are, that have been,
and the babe, the world's redeemer,
and that future years shall see,
first revealed his sacred face,
evermore and evermore.
evermore and evermore.
3 This is he whom seers in old time
chanted of with one accord,
whom the voices of the prophets
promised in their faithful word;
now he shines, the long-expected;
let creation praise its Lord
evermore and evermore.
5

4 Let the heights of heav'n adore him;
angel hosts, his praises sing;
pow'rs, dominions, bow before him
and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on earth be silent,
ev'ry voice in concert ring
evermore and evermore.

Christ, to thee, with God the Father,
and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
and unwearied praises be:
honor, glory, and dominion,
and eternal victory
evermore and evermore! Amen.

(Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite; Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent.)

Please stand as you are able.
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. As we have
shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
BLESSING
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. Amen.
SENDING
SENDING HYMN

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

1

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.
Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,
trav'ling through this wilderness.

3

Savior, when your love shall call us
from our struggling pilgrim way,
let no fear of death appall us,
glad your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
reign with you in endless day.

2

ELW 545

Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel's joyful sound.
May the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
to your truth may we be found.

(Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, st. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.; Music: Sicilian, 18th
cent.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Fantasia on “The First Nowell”

Robert J. Hughes

(© 1970 Lorenz Publishing Co.)
From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual 30295.Permission for hymn use and organ music granted under ONE LICENSE #735150-A

This week's schedule
Today

9 am Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Music Room)
10 am Live & Online Worship

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.

Thurs.

9:30 am Busy Bees (Smith Building)
6:45 pm Handchimes Rehearsal (Music Room)
7:45 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal (Music Room)

Those Serving Today

10 am

Assisting Minister
Crucifer
Acolyte (s)
Lector
Communion Assistant

Claire Miller
James White
Brody & Landry Evans
Joann Weiland
Joann Weiland

Fri.
Sat.

Announcements
The surge in Covid cases in Maryland has necessitated a return to mask mandates for Baltimore
County for all indoor activities. This includes houses of worship. So until the mandate is
lifted, masks will be required for all activities at church. We will continue to monitor the situation
and make appropriate changes as the circumstances change.
The beautiful flowers gracing our worship service today are given in honor of my grandfather,
William H. Gude by Robin Dibley.
We are taking flower dedications for 2022. The dates available are: February 6th and 27th, March 6th, 13th
and 27th, April 10th and 17th, May 1st, 8th, 15th and 29th, June 5th, 12th, 19 and 26th. Contact Rachel Hills at
rm_hills@yahoo.com if you would like to sponsor the flowers.
The 2022 Offering Envelopes are here! Please pick up your envelopes from the counter
outside of the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings or come to the office weekdays to pick
them up.
Social Ministry is participating in the “Food For Thought Program”. With your help, we are
providing weekend take home food bags for children in need. This program would not be
possible without the help of our congregation and community. Our greatest need at this time
is chicken & tuna salad kits, pudding cups and Chef-Boyardee single serving meals.
Don’t forget to support Victor’s Vittles, the food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran
Church. You can drop off your donations to St. John’s. Items needed are cereal,
spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, instant mashed potatoes, can potatoes, hamburger and tuna
helper and taco kits.
Are you doing any online shopping? Is so, support St. John’s when you shop. Go to:
smile.amazon.com/ch/52-6012034 and Amazon donates to Saint John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc

Prayer List
Please remember the following individuals in your prayers.
For health & healing: Georgeanne Schleigh, Kathy Barnes, Julie Hastings, Bett Murphy, Laurie
Krieger, Mike McDonough, Dave Kocan, Debbie Miller, Pat Denk, Sandy Scott, John McLaughlin,
Tony Jasinski, Patty Schwab and Vickie Jasinski
For family & friends: Paul Glassband, Grace Sexton, Roy Rapp, Joan Dunaway, Debbie Hudson, Larry
Bortz, Richard Koch, John Bielat, Linda Fliegel, Mary January, Roy Kline, Michael Albrecht, Rose
Alexander, Cynthia Schepler, Rita Brady, Anna Meyers, Norma Weber, Lou Ermer, Helen Marcomin,
Rosemay Balmos, Helen & Don Bender and Doug Adams
For the military and their families: Leroy Keller, Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony Bowser, Lance
Corporal Justin Ferro, Sgt. Stephen Peck, Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann, Michael Anthony Tucker,
Chaplain A. J. Striffler and all those in harm’s way
For those grieving family & friends of: Betty Seidel
For St. John’s Caring Friends: Trudy Anderson, Helen Baker, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Gladys
Downs, Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Richard Hoerner, Audrey Lentz, John Lotterer,
Patrick O’Connell, Arthur Pulket, Mary Ann Reek, Janet Roth, Patricia Sollanek, Cass Tracey, Emma
Volz and Doris Warfield

STAFF
Joseph Lettrich, Interim Pastor

M. Claire Miller, OSSD Deacon

Carol Erpenstein, Church Secretary

Martha Requard, Director of Music

Scott Becker, Sexton
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