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Welcome to St. John’s Confirmation Program.  I know 

it’s a bummer to think that you have to do all this extra 

work but I hope we can make it interesting and have a 

little fun in the process.   

 

We are going to begin by studying the Small 

Catechism written by Martin Luther in 1529. Luther 

wrote the catechism as an instruction manual for 

parents to instruct their children in what it means to be 

a Christian.   

 

First let’s take a look at two words, “confirmation” 

and “catechism”.   

 

CONFIRMATION: 
Confirmation has four elements to it.   

1. It is the fulfillment of promises; 

2. It is taking responsibility for discipleship;  

3. It is a process used for Spiritual growth; and, 

4. It is for building relationships. 

 

1.  Fulfillment of Promises. 

 

This is a time for your parents to fulfill the promises made at your baptism in partnership with 

the whole faith community. That promise was to: 

 

     As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are 

entrusted with responsibilities: 

 To live with them among God’s faithful people, 

 Bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, 

 Teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 

Commandments, 

 Place in their hands the holy scriptures, 

 And nurture them in faith and prayer, 

 So that your children may learn to trust God, 

 Proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 Care for others and the world God made, 

 And work for justice and peace. 

 Do you promise to help your children grow in Christian faith and life? 

 
 

The Rite of Holy Baptism, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. (Minneapolis, Augsburg Fortress Publishing, 2006, p 228 
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2.  Responsibility for Discipleship: 
 

This is a time in your faith journey for intensive nurturing, a time of preparation leading to public 

profession of Christian faith, in other words for you to “confirm” your intention to live as a Child 

of God in the promise made at your baptism. Once we have finished the confirmation program 

you will be asked the following 

 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 

made with you in holy baptism? 

 To live among God’s faithful people, 

 To hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

 To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

 To serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

 And to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 
Affirmation of Baptism, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. (Minneapolis, Augsburg Fortress Publishing, 2006, p 236 

3.  Spiritual Growth: 

We will explore faith issues by learning fundamentals of faith, and for meaningful spiritual 

experiences through which faith grows. 

4.  Relationships: 

We will experience God’s love by building caring relationships with parents, teachers, pastors 

and your fellow confirmation students.  It is a commitment of the whole family to grow together, 

support one another to find your trust in a God who loves us, cares for us, and forgives us. 

CATECHISM: 
A catechism is a summary or explanation of doctrine, traditionally used in 

Christian religious teaching from New Testament times to the present.  They 

are often in the form of questions followed by answers to be memorized. The 

Small Catechism sums up Christian doctrine by dividing it into six chief 

parts: 

1. The Ten Commandments, 

2. The Creed, 

3. The Lord’s Prayer, 

4. The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

5. Confession 

6. The Sacrament of the Altar or Communion 
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Assignment 1 – do the following and email to me and Ms. Rachel by the end of 
the week. 
 

1. Ask your parents about your baptism. Who were the sponsors (your god parents)? 

2. If your sponsors are near by, ask them what they remember about your baptism. 

3. Do you still have your baptismal candle? Your baptismal certificate? 

4. Who was the pastor who baptized you? 

5. Ask your parent/s, god parents how people were dressed. 

6. Ask if they remember what songs were sang at the service. 

7. What were you wearing at your baptism? 

8. Take all the information you have and write a very short story of your baptism as if you 

were at the church watching your baptism. If you have any pictures, include them. Have 

fun with the story of your baptism! 
 

Assignment 2 – Find the Ten Commandments in 

the Bible. They appear in two places. Then find at 

least one reference by Jesus to the Ten 

Commandments in the gospel of Matthew (HINT: 

use your Lutheran Study Bible—p 2076, 1644). 

Compare what Jesus says in Matthew and let’s talk 

about which commandments apply our relationship 

to God and which commandments apply our 

relationship to our neighbor, We will do this to 

begin our first Confirmation class on January 5, 

2014.  
  

 

Assignment 3 – Start memorizing 1 Timothy 4:12 

“Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers 

an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, 

in purity.”  

1 Timothy 4:12 

 

The Small Catechism is in you Lutheran Handbook (pp 195-228). I will leave a copy of the 

Lutheran Handbook with Mr. Kathleen on Sunday for you. 

 

Have fun!! 

 

Mr. Tony   Please send copy to: Ms. Rachel 
polishfossil29@verizon.net               rm_hills@yahoo.com 
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