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In this issue... 

Schedules 

 

Special December days 

Hello and happy December to one and all! We have now reached 
my absolute favorite time of year—when Advent is in full swing, 
and every bakery and café in town is selling some special treat 
that involves peppermint. The other thing I love about the   
Christmas season is the chance I have to speak one of my favorite 
love languages: gift-giving. 
 

The five love languages are part of a theory about relationships 
developed by Dr. Gary Chapman. When we think about how to 
communicate our love effectively to friends, romantic partners, 
or family, it is important to consider the “language” we use to 
share our feelings—because if we speak different ones, we can 
miss opportunities to connect! And since no one love language is 
better or worse, it makes sense to reach out and try to            
communicate with our loved ones in ways they receive best. 
 

In the spirit of holiday generosity, here are Vicar Cassie’s     
Christmas Suggestions for Every Love Language: 
 

1.  Gifts. This one seems simple—a person with this love language 
should be easy to shop for! However, people who like to give and 
receive gifts aren’t shallow or shopping-obsessed. Rather, they 
value observant, thoughtful, and unique presents. If your beloved 
has “gifts” as one of their top love languages, they probably are 
the kind of person who buys a sweater you liked in September 
and gives it to you at Christmas. And whether you have a lot of 
money or a little, this person will be thrilled if you give a gift that 
shows you thought of them in particular. 
 

2.  Words of affirmation. This person thrives on compliments,    
reassurance, and encouragement. One of the most important 
gifts you can give them this holiday season is praise for their cute 
holiday sweater, stellar gift-wrapping, or patience driving in the 
snow. If your loved one values “words of affirmation,” they might 
be great at offering meaningful prayer and thanksgiving before 
everyone digs into a holiday meal. They will be over the moon if 
you share words of affirmation this holiday seasons that they can 
keep and revisit. 
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 3.  Acts of service. If you have someone in your life who shows love in this way, you’re likely to 
enjoy their thoughtful gestures, like washing up extra dishes, running to the pharmacy for you 
when you’re sick, or giving you a ride to choir practice. And someone who loves “acts of        
service” won’t be able to stop talking about it if you surprise them with a clean house or a home
-cooked supper. You can always offer this person a coupon for a chore or favor in the future, 
but you can also give them a gift that encourages them to relax because you see how hard they 
work. 
 

4.  Physical touch. You know that person who gives the best hugs, who knows when you need a 
shoulder-squeeze of encouragement, or who’s really good at fixing your hair? That’s a person 
who speaks the language of “physical touch.” While we should always offer (consensual) hugs 
and snuggles at the holidays, a great gift for this person might be something that feels good to 
their body and to others, like soft clothing, fresh bedding or linens, and bath products in their 
favorite scents. Winter is a great time to remind our loved ones to stay warm and cozy. 
 

5.  Quality time. This also seems like a love language primed for obvious gift-giving—someone 
who shows love through “quality time” will bring you to see their favorite band or sports team 
play, and will want you to show them how to use the fun kitchen gadget they just received. At 
the holidays, we often get so busy that we don’t realize these loved ones might actually be     
excited to tag along at the grocery store, or go to the gym together. Your gift should include 
logistical support, like childcare, and transportation so they can truly enjoy the moment. 
 

Thinking about all the many ways we show love reminds me that it never matters how            
expensive, elaborate, or impressive our gifts are at the holidays—celebrating Christmas           
together is about expressing how much we care, in whatever language we choose to give and 
receive. All of the different love languages—and all of the suggestions above—can be used to 
serve others beyond family and friends as well! As we plan all our holiday gifts, let’s also plan 
ways to use our love language to help someone in need, with our time, our financial gifts, our 
resources, or simply our kindness. Because Jesus, the greatest gift of all, speaks every love     
language we can imagine, and his freely-given, unending gift of grace is the font from which all 
our Christmas love flows. 
 

All my blessings for a happy and healthy holiday, 

 

 

 

   

Happy 100th Birthday! 

Evelyn McGuire, a long member of St. John’s, turns 100 on December 
3rd.  We would like to have a Card Shower for Evelyn. Please send 
your cards to: Evelyn McGuire, Lorien Bel Air, 1909 Emmorton Rd., 
333A, Bel Air, MD 21015. Thanks for helping make her birthday special 
and reminding her that we love and care for her. 
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We have lots of traditions at St. John’s. One of them is the Christmas Cantata. This year’s 
cantata, “Invitation to a Miracle” will be presented on Sunday, December 15th @ 10 am. If you 
haven’t heard this cantata, make sure to hear it this year. After three years, it’s time to work 
on a new Christmas presentation for 2020. 
 

When we think of Christmas, our minds go to many different things. But I would bet that 
most of us include singing, the story of Jesus’ birth and traditions as our favorite things.  
 

I love my family tradition of getting together on Christmas Day. After our daughter was born 
the family gathering moved to our house. The 10 of us would gather for dinner, gifts and time 
with each other. Now the family has grown to nearly 40, and the tradition is changing. We 
don’t buy gifts for each other but do a silly gift exchange. Only the grandchildren get         
presents, but that involves a lot of unwrapping. We don’t all live in Maryland anymore, so we 
try to include a phone call to keep in touch with our brother and family. Not all of the 
“children” attend because they have “in-law” visits to make. It’s hard to see tradition change 
but sometimes it is necessary. 
 

This year’s Christmas Eve services will also be a little different. At the 11 am service we will 
have a brass ensemble to add sparkle. At the 8:30 pm service, the Adult and Handbell Choirs 
will add their music to the candlelight tradition. The 11 pm service will not include any of the 
choirs but will be a more meditative candlelight service. 
 

I didn’t forget the 4 pm service. No worry about that, but it may be the most different of all. 
Yes, we will have the story of Jesus’ birth; yes, we will sing the familiar hymns; yes, there will 
be communion; and yes, there will be the Christmas Pageant. BUT… this year we need to 
make some changes. 
 

I remember a time not too many years ago, when I would have over 20 children participate in 
the Pageant. The number is dropping, probably because those children are getting older and 
the others are too busy to come to Pageant rehearsals. 
 

SO… this year we have decided to include EVERYONE who is interested, no matter the age, 
in the Pageant. There will be simple parts for shepherds, angels, wise men, cows, sheep, and 
other animals. There will be opportunities for speaking, singing, acting, and who knows what 
else. 
 

Before you stop reading, I have a question for you. Do you really think that the night of Jesus’ 
birth was calm, beautiful, and perfectly choreographed? Probably not, so this is a safe         
experiment.  
 

SO, how do you participate? 
1. Come to the 4 pm service on Christmas Eve. 
2. If you know that you want a specific part, bring your costume! (Shepherd- robe, wise man

- fancy tie, …) 
3. Come with an open mind. Christmas is a time for children and we all need a chance to be 

a child again. 
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A few notes from your Financial Secretary: 

Our last worship service for 2019 is Sunday, December 29th,. Just a reminder...please make sure 
that any final 2019 contributions you wish to make to St. John’s are received during worship on 
Sunday, December 29th or received by the church office no later than Friday, December 27th, at 
3 pm. Our final count and deposit will be done the morning of Monday, December 30th. All   
contributions received in 2019 will be included on your 2019 Contribution Report. Reports will 
be generated and mailed to you in mid-January.  
 

I also wanted to remind you that Simply Giving is available to you for making contributions to 
St. John’s. If you are interested in signing up, you may do so at any time. Please feel free to talk 
with me on Sundays before or after the late service or simply grab a form from the ledge       
outside of the Sanctuary. There is also a form attached to this newsletter for your convenience. 
If you need any help with filling out the form or have any questions about the program, please 
let me know. I’ m happy to help.  
 

On behalf of St. John’s Lutheran Church, thank you for your continued support and generosity!  

email: haackefamily@comcast.net 

St. John’s Nursery 

We are so blessed to have such a great 
nursery.  We have two wonderful people 
who weekly show God’s love to the        
children that are brought to the nursery.  
There are fantastic children who enjoy the 
nursery and give love and respect back to 
their caregivers.  For the continuation of 
this safe space and healthy environment, 
we ask that only the caregivers, the     
children and the children’s adult (if the 
child’s adult chooses) occupy the nursery 
during worship.  Thank you for your      
support of this ministry and care of God’s 
children.   
 

Thank You, St. John’s Council 

Dear Sibling in Christ, 

Thank you to the anonymous person who 
pays attention to detail.  The staff spends a 
lot of time preparing the weekly bulletin, so 
someone paying attention to the quality of 
work is appreciated.  We want to assure you 
that the rainbow graphic chosen to          
represent the God Sightings in the bulletin 
was not chosen for its affiliation to any      
organization.  If you would like more     
conversation around this topic, please     
personally seek out any of the Executive 
Council in whose boxes you put your    
anonymous question or any council     
member.  
 

Thank You.  St. John’s Council 

ONE LAST THING- On Sunday December 29rh,  we will have one service of Lessons and    
Carols at 10 am. If you would like to be a reader, let me know. 
 

As we enter the Christmas season, remember to keep 
 

Making a Joyful Noise, 

Director of Music 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes  
October 21, 2019 

 

Call to Order ~ 7:03 
 

Roll Call ~ Chris Hills; Tony Jasinski; Debbie Haacke; Pastor Lesley; Donna McDonough; Lisa 

Duerling, Scott Miller, Vicar Cassie, Michelle Evans, John Stevens, and Becca Zimmer.  David    
Evans late.  Michelle Alkire and Erick Brock were excused. 
 

Devotions ~ Reading from Joyce Rupp.  
 

Nominations~  The committee includes Lee Smith, Scott Miller, Dave Evans and Pastor      

Lesley.  Michelle Evans and Debra Haacke have agreed to serve a second 3 year term.  Also on 
the slate are Megan Schoenfliess and Robin Dibley.  Slate approved. 
 

Approval of Minutes ~ Unavailable.  Will be prepared for next meeting. 
 

Budget presentation ~ by Lee Smith. There aren’t a lot of changes from last year.  Total for 

2019 was $361,800 and is increased to $364,450 for 2020.  Approved unanimously to present to 
congregation at Forum on November 3rd. 
 

Reports from Ministry Teams  

Pastor’s Report ~ Written report received.  Many deaths have occurred recently.  And 

many people have other health needs that warrant prayer. 
Executive Committee ~ Written report.  

Vicar ~ Written report.   

Treasurer’s/Finance Ministry Team ~ Report will be filed for audit.  As of today, it     

appears that the Autumn Festival used $750 in Thrivent grants and minus                        
reimbursements the balance is $8,427.   The treasurer is requesting that as of January 1, 
2020, we keep track of all Thrivent grants. 
 

Property~ The valve on the boiler needs to be replaced as of today.  There is heat, but 

it is not running properly.  The garbage disposal and dishwasher have been removed. 
 

Unfinished Business ~  

 Council Covenant - Revised covenant voted on and accepted.   
 Guide wheel change order has been submitted and we are waiting for parts to come in. 
 2020 Autumn Festival- what is the future of this event?  Maybe change it to a spring event.  

Not in the budget this year. 
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New Business ~ 

 Snow removal estimate needs to be approved.  Motion comes from the executive committee 
to approve Mow Blow & Go Outdoor Services for snow removal for the 2019-2020 season.  
Approved unanimously. 

 Johns Hopkins Parkinson’s Disease and Movement Disorder center is looking for space and 
will pay $100 per session for 4 meetings per month.  Motion comes from Exec. to approve the 
use of our facilities for the program.  Approved unanimously.  Pastor will check with the    
preschool about whether or not the folks need to have background checks.  The contract 
specifies that they will meet all state and county regulations. 

 Inactive list will be reconsidered next month so that Debbie can check giving. 
 

Adjournment ~ Meeting adjourned at  8:50 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted , 

Donna McDonough  

Thank you everyone for the cards, gifts and 
birthday wishes. I am so blessed to have such 
kind people in my life.  

Dear Pastor Lesley M. Radius and the Labyrinth Ministry Team, 

I was so blessed to be able to walk your Labyrinth with the Labyrinth Society bus 
tour on October 21st. Thank you for your loving, authentic welcome you gave each 
of us. You put such an effort into our visit, I just wanted to say THANK YOU!! And 
your gift bags were so thoughtful. Thank you very much. 

With Love,  

Cemetery Note:  

The Cemetery Committee would like to thank all our members who help to 
keep our cemetery clean throughout the year.  

We wish you blessed Christmas and a very healthy happy New Year! 

Blessings,  
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What’s happening with the LEAD team? 
 

The LEAD team has reached the stage in our process 
where it’s time for us to listen to the congregation. To 
help guide us on our journey, we’ve been studying the book of Acts and learning about the 
first assembly of church. 
 

Over the summer, we asked the congregation to answer 5 questions to help us determine 
how our congregation sees us in relation to our community. We’ve been working hard to 
review your answers, find some common themes, and build some follow up questions to 
help us dig even deeper. As we’ve been studying the answers, this question has really stuck 
out to us: “How does St. John’s become more than just a parking lot?” We’ll be asking to 
meet with everyone in small groups soon with these new questions, so we invite you to 
start thinking about what it means for St. John’s to be more than a parking lot to the 
Parkville community. Thank you for your continued honesty and support and look forward 
to hearing from us again soon.  
 

Labyrinth Ministry News 
On the crisp yet sunny morning of Monday, October 21st, Pastor Lesley, Deacon Claire, Pastor 
Betty Lou Deuchler and husband, Glenn, and members of your Labyrinth Ministry Team         
welcomed 40+ people from The Labyrinth Society’s Annual Gathering to walk our labyrinth, A 
Place Of Grace.  It was amazing to witness the ways in which each of them spent time in and 
around the labyrinth.  We thank God for leading this diverse group of people from all walks of 
life and from around the world to St. John’s.  There were architects, authors, therapists, and 
other labyrinth enthusiasts from various states and as far away as Hawaii and Australia!  It was 
AWESOME! 
 

This day would not have been possible without the countless hours of help and hard work your 
Labyrinth Ministry Team members willingly provided to make our labyrinth the beautiful,     
welcoming place that it is.  My sincere thanks go out to Scott Becker, Peggy & Dennis Buckless, 
Sharon Carletti, Rosalie Coffman, Keith Duerling, Carol Erpenstein, Vickie Jasinski, Jimalee 
Mehan, and Scott Wenneson.  YOU ROCK!!! 
 

Peace & God’s Blessings, 

 

Chair 
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Men in Mission 
  
  

We will continue to meet on Tuesday nights at 7 pm. through December 17th after 
which we will recess until January 7th. 
 

The next Men-in-Mission breakfast meeting will be in the Fellowship Hall on        
Saturday, December 14th at 8:30 am. We will use the new toaster which will be    
dedicated in memory of Ed Mueller. 
 

Thanks to the Men-in-Mission who assisted with the Christmas Bazaar. We        
contributed to a  successful event! 
 

We are collecting warm clothes to donate to the Baltimore Rescue Mission and    
Karis House for people who could really use them. Please place donations in the left 
closet in the Parlor. 
 

Have a joyful Christmas! 
 

 



 10 

 

Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule 

If you cannot serve on your assigned date, contact Sheila Bender. The office will send out your 
readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 410-665-1234. The schedule is 
posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe. 
 

Communion Assistant who did not lector, it is requested that you commune the Pastor and    
Assisting  Minister at the conclusion of  communion.  
 

Thank you, 

       

 Please join us for our December Lunch Bunch 
We will be going to Basta Pasta  located at 2745 
Fallston Road in Fallston on Sunday, December 
8th, at 12:30 pm. Please contact Lee or Laurie 
Krieger for a reservation.  

Thank you to everyone who made the 
Autumn Festival such a success.  We 
were able to contribute $8,451.12 for 
God's work with our hands.  Thank 
You! Thank You!  

The Autumn Festival 
Team  
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Acolyte Schedule 
If you are unable to keep 
your scheduled time, please 
use the Acolyte List to find 
a replacement.  
 
Contact Rachel Hills at 
rm_hills@yahoo.com with 
any schedule changes as 
soon as possible. 
 

Thank you! 

      

  Open Altar Flower Date for 2020 

           Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or 
the church office at  office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone 

at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

May 3rd, 10th, 17th & 31st  January  5th, 12th & 26th 

February 2nd,  9th, 16th & 23rd June 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th 

March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th July 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th 

April 5th, 12th  & 19th August 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th  

AV Schedule 

Newsletter Articles for the  
January  
edition of the  
St. John’s Herald are 
due on December 
15th. 
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Food for Thought—Donation boxes are in the second floor stairwell. We have an  immediate 
need for Chef Boyardee, chicken salad kits and pudding.  This program would not be possible 
without your donations. Thank you for your generosity! 

Food Pantry-Our food pantry collections are donated to Victor’s Vittles at Christus Victor 
Lutheran Church. The items most needed are: canned fruit, Chef Boyardee, instant 
mashed potatos, can soup, cereal, canned chicken/tuna, peanut butter, jelly, side dishes, 
pasta and sauce.  

Veterans Counseling Centers-These centers provide counseling to Veterans suffering from 
PTSD and their families. Thank you for your donations to the Veterans. Everyone has been 
incredibly generous! Currently they need coffee, tea, and powdered creamer. The collection 
box is located on the second floor stairwell. Thank you for your help! 

Sunday School News 
In Sunday School during the month of December the lessons will be: 
 12/1: Isaiah 2:1-5 
 12/8: Romans 15:4-13 
 12/15: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL- One Service Sunday at 10 am 
 12/22: Puppet Show in the Fellowship Hall- parents are invited to   
            attend with their children 
 12/29: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL- One Service Sunday at 10 am  
 
During December, the Forum will be participating in the following: 
 12/1: Angels—led by Ardi Scarborough 
 12/8: Christmas Gospel Music—led by Rosalie Coffman 
 12/15: NO ADULT FORUM- One Service Sunday at 10 am 
 12/22: Christmas Puppet Show for all ages  
 12/29: NO ADULT FORUM- One Service Sunday at 10 am 

December Ushers  
Keith & Lisa Duerling,  
Dave Kocan 

Bill & Diane Carroll, Janet Roth,  
Sue Wenneson & Carl 
Greensfelder 

      Donut & Coffee Set Up Schedule  

December 1, 8, 22 

Bonnie Spellman 

Sue Addison 
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Christmas Bazaar 2019 

There are not enough thank-yous that can be said to all of those who helped to make the bazaar 
a top-notch success again this year. Everyone pulled together-volunteers, crafters, vendors, 
cooks and patrons, to bring in approximately $7,500 to be used for church programs and needs 
such as the elevator fund and the restoration of the stained glass windows.  
 

Our bazaar Chairperson, Judy Jasinski worked her usual wonders keeping everything and      
everyone well-organized and on track. Even the weather cooperated.  
 

The 50-50 raffle was a new feature of this years bazaar. The lucky winner was Ms. Augie 
Chesser, one of our vendors. 
 

The winner of the beautiful hand made quilt was Ms. Laura Woods.  
 

A very special THANK YOU goes to Ginny Wehr (kitchen), Sharon Carletti (tasting table), and 
Joan Saby (quilt) for their many years of devoted service to our Christmas Bazaar. 
 

If you would like to be a part of the fun, festivities, and fellowship of St. John’s bazaar, call the 
church office at 410-665-1234. All are welcome. 
 

The St. John’s Christmas Bazaar Committee 

 

I would like to thank the many helpers that rendered assistance to me on 
the 2nd level before, during and after the Christmas Bazaar.  

Your help in getting the folded tables in & out of the boiler room, arranging 
the Sunday School tables back in preparation for the next day’s classes and 
emptying trash was so appreciated.  

A Special Shout Out to Josh Hills, Sadie Snapp, Scott Becker and the High 
School Class for their willingness to serve in this capacity.  

Room Coordinator 
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Please enjoy this Christmas at Home Service offered by our Worship       
Ministry Team, for you to share with your family on Christmas Day.  
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12/01 Linda Holland 
12/01 Barbara Hurn 
12/01 Bonnie Spellman 
12/03 Evelyn McGuire  100

th 

12/04 Amanda Bender 
12/04 Patricia Hurley 
12/05 Diane Cline 
12/05 Nicole Francus 
12/05 Brandan Hartmann 
12/07 Madelyn Wager 
12/08 Emily Brock 
12/08 Mandy Gray 
12/09 Richard Hoerner 
12/10 Savannah Pohlman 
12/13 Sheila Dutcher 
12/13 Jaime McCracken 
12/13 Denise Nash 
12/14 Elizabeth Glassband 
12/14 Elaine Reid 
12/15 Bill Fliegel 

12/15 Thomas McDonough  92
nd 

12/16 Maxwell Kellner 
12/16 Martha Requard 
12/16 Robert Testudine 
12/17 Joan Kraft 
12/17 Charlotte Miller 
12/17 George Toner 
12/18 Skylar Burkhardt 
12/18 Robert White 
12/19 Judith Zimmer 
12/20 Joshua Hills 
12/20 Connor Magness 
12/21 Serena Collinsworth 
12/21 Leonard Ford 
12/21 Gordon Green 
12/21 Cathy Jacobs 
12/21 Joan Saby 
12/21 Karen Testudine 
12/24 Alayna Blazakis 
12/25 Elizabeth Collett 

12/25 Kelsi Hospelhorn 
12/25 Thomas Lenz 
12/26 Katherine Barnes 
12/26 Everest Mehan 
12/26 Barbara Mueller 
12/26 Ardith Scarborough 
12/27 Tracie Morgan 
12/27 Ellsworth Weant  93

rd 

12/28 Kathleen Peck 
12/29 Brenda Hedges 
12/30 Roger Insley 
12/30 Patricia Schwab 
12/30 Ruth Skarda  90

th 

12/31 Susan Evans 
12/31 Deborah Haynes 

December Birthdays 

December Baptismal Anniversaries 

December Wedding Anniversaries 

12/1 Elizabeth Glassband 
12/1 Andrea Nufea 
12/2 Daxton Belschner 
12/4 Devin Hyman 
12/4 Erin Hyman 
12/9 Haley Murnane 
12/9 Andrew Klinedinst 
 

12/9 Alec Brock 
12/10 Emily Pickett 
12/11 Timothy Hurn 
12/13 Steven Lott 
12/16 Allie Nordan 
12/20 Mark Fitch 
12/30 Tammie Lindsay 

12/12/2012 Brandan & Genoa Hartmann 
12/26/1999 Nancy & Ed Ford 
12/27/2007 Alayna & Dion Blazakis 
12/28/1960 Irvin & Judy Neal 
12/30/1978 Terri & Doug Meekins 
12/31/2004 Susan & David M. Evans 



 22 

 

Prayer List 
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