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December Edition 

 “Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel.”(Isaiah 7:14b) 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

In Pastor Mathew and my parenting journey, we are currently 
at a phase where we tell Simon what to expect so he can have a  
greater sense of security as the world swirls around him. In prepping 
him for what’s ahead, I’ve noticed myself having to break down        
upcoming tasks into tiny, toddler-sized pieces, and as I’ve done this, 
I’ve noticed how many tasks involve WAITING first. When our plane 
lands, we tell Simon, “The plane will drive to the airport, then we will 
wait, and *then* we can walk off the plane. At the supermarket we    
explain, “We have to wait here in line until it’s our turn, and *then* we 
will put all our food on the belt.” When he points up to a favorite 
snack on the shelf, we remind him, “We have to wait and play now, 
and *then* it will be time to eat.” When we have to say all our tasks 
out loud, we realize just how much waiting we really do!  

 

It turns out that the church calendar reflects this reality quite 
nicely. In the midst of days that are increasingly darker and colder, we 
may be tempted to rush right past Advent and dive head-first into the 
Christmas season. But just like there would be chaos if we were all to 
push past each other on the plane or in the supermarket, we also do 
ourselves a great disservice if we skip over Advent. Advent is special 
precisely because it is the in-between time period; it's a season of 
waiting, expecting, and hoping for Good News that is surely on its 
way. 

Praise God for the Advent season! It teaches us that there is 
beauty in the waiting, and that time spent waiting is not wasted time. 
Think of all the miracles that are taking place during the 9 months of 
waiting for a child in the womb! As we wait for Christ to be born for us 
anew this year, here are a few ways to actively embrace the waiting 
season:                                                                        
                                                                                               See page 2 
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Newsletter Articles for the January   
edition of the St. John’s  
Herald are due by              
December 19th. 

 

-Join us for worship on each of the four Sundays of Advent as we light the candles of the Advent  
  wreath in anticipation of Jesus’ birth! 
-Gather in the Fellowship Hall before worship on Sunday Dec. 4th. We will have a special Advent  
  Celebration from 9am-9:45 will songs, trivia, prayers and food.  
-Pick up an Advent calendar to take home, and open a devotional tab each day leading up to    
  Christmas.  
-Visit St John’s Facebook page (facebook.com/stjohnslutheranchurchparkville) each Wednesday in 
  Advent for an Advent devotion. 
-Say a prayer. Speak the names of people who are on your mind, trusting that God hears you.  
-Light a candle at home and sing this Advent verse by Rev. Lydia Posselt, set to the tune of “Away in  
  a Manger:”  

Await you Lord Jesus, your birth to arrive,  
God's love to embody, our hope to revive. 

 The world keeps us fearful, ignite now this flame, 
 Its brightness reveals and announces Christ's reign. 

 
 

Blessed Advent, Blessed Waiting, 

Food for Thought Program 
has begun. We are again 

supporting Carney           

Elementary.  

Items needed are:  

Chicken & Tuna salad kits 
and pudding cups. 

Dear St. John’s Members,  

Bill and I would like to thank  
everyone for sending their 
thoughts and prayers and cards 
during my recent surgery. It meant so much to 
us.  

The church office will be closed on Monday,  

December 26th in observance of Christmas.  
 

The church office will also be 
closed on Monday, January 2nd in observance 
of New Years.  

The pastor’s and staff at St. John’s would like to wish you all a 
blessed Christmas and a happy  

and healthy New Year! 
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Christmas is coming and the goose is getting fat… You would think that with all the preparation for 
Christmas, we would get lean, but that is another story. Anyway, Christmas is just around the      
corner and there are so many things to do to be ready. 
 

The Adult Choir has begun practicing for the cantata on Sunday, December 18th. If you have         
considered singing with the group, this is your chance to make a short term commitment. Practices 
begin @ 7:30 pm on Wednesdays, November 30th, December 7th, and 14th. A recording of the music is 
provided for at-home listening and practice. (Mine is playing constantly when I drive.) Please let me 
know if you want to take advantage of this opportunity. 
 

The 4 pm Family Christmas service is always an experience. For the past two Christmases we     
worshiped on the parking lot with families recreating the Christmas story. This year we will be     
inside again, but the service will be different from anything that we have done. In order for this to 
happen, I REALLY need help.  
 

First, our new production company, St. John’s Productions is looking for… 
 

Children of ALL ages for this year’s Children’s Christmas Eve service. This year we are creating a 
slide show for the program. We will be “shooting” at various locations in Baltimore County. We 
need- 
• Photographers (phone pictures will do) 
• Children (young and older) willing to dress as players in the nativity story (costumes provided) 
• Parents willing to transport our actors to the filming sites 
 

Our “filming” will be done on “location” immediately after church on Sunday, December 4th. We 
will meet back at the church for pizza. If we have enough people we hope to be finished in time 
for the Ravens vs. Broncos game @ 1 pm. 

Let me know if you will be helping with this so that there is enough food for all! 
 

• Locations and animals for our filming. If you have access to a barn, horse or donkey, and some 
sheep, (not necessarily in the same place) please let me know.  

 

In addition to the filming, we need  
• Several children and an adult to participate in the service for the play with the slide show. The 

congregation will be providing the singing. 
 

We hope that you will join the choirs as they add music to our Advent and Christmas services.  
 Sunday, December 18th during 10 am service          The Christmas Story cantata featuring the 

Adult Choir 
 Christmas Eve Family Service @ 4 pm                      Through the Eyes of a Child featuring children 
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 8:30 pm        Handbell and Adult Choirs 
 

The first Sunday after Christmas is traditionally Lessons and Carols. I love this service because it 
gives me a chance to reflect on the Christmas story. For this service I need readers. If you are     
willing to read, please let me know at mrequard1@gmail.com or leave a message by calling the 
church office. 
 

As always, continue  
Making a Joyful Noise! 

Notes from the Organ Bench 

mailto:mrequard1@gmail.com
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We are beyond appreciative of all the congregation's contributions at our Fall Congregational     
Meeting on Sunday, November 20th following our youth-led worship service. Thank you to our youth 
for leading us in worship! 
 
We are pleased to share that the 2023 budget was passed unanimously. As shared, we are blessed to 
have everyone’s contributions of time, talent, and treasure that goes into all that we do here at St. 
John’s. There is a larger amount of giving that will be needed to help offset the anticipated increase of 
costs, materials, and inflation rates that are all too familiar nowadays. However, God always provides. 
An easy way to meet this need is that we are all encouraged to contribute an additional 10% more of 
what we currently give as offering along with practicing good stewardship of our resources and 
working together collaboratively and proactively to do God’s work with our hands.  
 

As a reminder of the good that we do on a daily basis, make sure to check out a brief video we       
created that shares just a snippet of the wonderful ways over the past year so far that St. John’s has 
supported our neighbors in our communities. It can be found directly on the St. John’s YouTube 
channel and will also be posted to our website and social media platforms.  
 

Additionally, we are very excited to announce our newly elected Council members who were          
accepted unanimously as well: 

• Megan Czarski (renewed for a 3-year term) 
• Robin Dibley (renewed for a 3-year term) 
• Karen Hofmann (3-year term) 
• Nicole Johnson (2-year term) 
• W. Lee Smith III (3-year term) 
 

We are excited to work alongside each of you to continue to strengthen our service to God, our    
siblings in Christ, and our communities.  
 

Thank you so much to our current Council members for their dedication and contributions to St. 
John’s: 

• Larry Addison 
• Michelle Alkire, Vice President 
• Megan Czarski 
• Robin Dibley 
• Debbie Haacke 
• Dave Kocan 
• Tony Jasinski, Secretary 
• Gina McCall 
• Ardi Scarborough 
• Christian Wood 
 

                                                                                                                                                      See page 5 

From the Council President 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rl5tivPTauk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rl5tivPTauk
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Special thanks to Debbie Haacke, who has served for 6 years on Council, and will be leaving    
Council after this term ends. Also, I’m beyond appreciative of Michelle Alkire, Tony Jasinski, and 
Chris Hills along with both Pastors Amy and Mathew Berger and Erick Brock, Former Council    
President. It has been a pleasure serving with you on the Executive Council Committee this past 
year and one of my most treasured blessings and memories. 
 

Again, blessings to you all this upcoming advent season. May we be reminded of God’s steadfast 
love and mercy for us all and celebrate this as we welcome a new year with wonderful things to 
come. Forever lifting you and yours in prayer. 
 

Your sibling in Christ, 

Council President 

 

                    Treasurer’s Report –  September 2022 

 

  

  2022 Budget Sep 2022 2022 (Jan-Sep) 2021 (Jan-Sep) 

Income         

Regular Giving $290,000 $18,675 $183,710 $190,108 

Other Income 91,052 553 19,062 89,583 

Total $381,052 $19,228 $202,772 $279,691 

          

Average Giving/ 

Sunday 

$7,328 

  

$4,669 $4,711 $4,875 

          

Expenses         

Benevolence $  29,000 $  2,415 $ 21,735 $ 20,997 

Budgeted Expenses 352,052 32,147 252,246 239,847 

Total $381,052 $34,562 $273,981 $260,844 

          

Deficit   ($15,334) ($71,209) $18,847 

  St.  John’s Has            
VENMO!  

Enter @stjohnsparkville 
in the Venmo App or                       
scan the QR code. This is 
an alternate way of     
giving for those who 

don’t like to carry cash.  

        Reminder from the  
Christian Ed Director  

 
There will be no Sunday 

School 
 

on December 25th and  
January 1st.  
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Date    Date   

12/4 

Olivia S.(C) 

Brody E. 

Landry E. 

12/24 Simon B. (C) 

12/11 

James W. (C) 

Emily B. 

Alec B. 

12/24 
Gabby G. (C) 

Olivia S. 

12/18 

Emily R. (C) 

Simon B.  

Gabby G.  

12/24 Emily R.(C) 

Acolyte Schedule 

December 2022 

**If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please contact Rachel Hills at 
rm_hills@yahoo.com or 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as possible.   

   
 

  

Lector/Communion Assistant Schedule for December 

12/4 Amanda Hartman 12/24— 11 am Milt Dutcher 

12/11 Donna Nicholson 12/24- 4 pm    Michelle Alkire 

  12/24- 8:30 pm Megan Czarski 

The office will send out your readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 
410-665-1234. The schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you 
robe. 

December Assisting Minister Schedule 
 

 12/4 Tony Jasinski 12/24– 11 am Claire Miller 

12/11 Tony Jasinski 12/24-4 pm Tony Jasinski 

  12/24-8:30 pm Tony Jasinski 
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A few notes from your Financial Secretary: 
 
I hope everyone has been staying well! 
 
As we continue worshipping in person and streaming online, I just wanted to send along 
these friendly reminders to you: 
 
• Please make sure that any final 2022 contributions you wish to make to St. John’s are          

received by the church office no later than Sunday, December 25th. Our final count 
      and deposit for the year will be done the morning of Monday, December 26th.  All 
      contributions received in 2022 will be included on your 2022 Contribution Statement.       
      Statements will be generated and mailed to you in mid-January. 
 

• Our Simply Giving program continues to be available to you in making contributions 
      to St. John’s. If you are interested in signing up, you may do so at any time. Please 
      feel free to send me an email at haackefamily@comcast.net or give me a call at                            
      410-661-8970 and I will send a form to you for you to complete. If you have any questions   
      about filling out the form or the program, please let me know. I’m happy to help. 
 

• In addition to regular envelope and Simply Giving offerings, you may give by way of 
      credit card or Venmo through our website at www.stjohnsparkville.org. (For Venmo, 
      you may also just enter @stjohnsparkville if you have the Venmo App.) 
 
On behalf of St. John’s Lutheran Church, thank you for your             
continued support and generosity! 
 
Stay safe and enjoy the upcoming holiday season! 
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Important, Please read! 
The food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran Church, Victor’s Vittles, is now serving 30-40 families 
each week. This quickly depletes their stock. 
 

Items needed are: cereal, mac and cheese, dry pasta, peanut butter, 
canned chicken, spam, instant potatoes, instant rice and personal care 
products such as: toothpaste, soap, deodorant and shampoo.  
 
 

You can drop your donations off at St. John’s and we will deliver them to the food pantry.  
 

*Just a note...regular size items are best because everything has to fit into one bag. 
Thank you so much for your continued support of our food pantry! 

                                                   Clothing Shed Fundraiser 
 

All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations are: All cloth-
ing, shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and 
stuffed toys.  Please spread the word about our clothing shed to 
your family, friends and neighbors. Due to your generosity we 
raised over $1,000 in 2022. Thanks for your donations!  

                                                      

Open Altar Flower Dates for 2023 

 

 

 
 

 

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at 
ofice@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

**Please note that the cost of Altar Flowers is $50** 

January  1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th April 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd   

February 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th May 7th  

March 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th June 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th 

Cemetery Note... 

Dear Church Friends of St. Johns Cemetery,  

We are so proud and happy at how well our cemetery is taken care of, and our many family        
members that place beautiful flowers on their loved ones graves throughout the entire year. Again, 
we thank you all and we pray you have a blessed Christmas Holiday and a healthy Happy New Year!  

Blessings, 

The Cemetery Committee 

P.S. A Special “Thank You”  to Dennis Buckless for his dedicated work at our   
cemetery all year long! 
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                                                       Christmas Bazaar Update  

Due to the “Huge” support of our members and the community, we raised 

over $7,000 at our Christmas Bazaar.  

To all who contributed to the bake sale table, 
we would like to say “Thank You”. You all made 
a variety of delicious baked goods. Your time 
and effort was certainly appreciated. To those 
who made contributions or bought the            
delicious goods, we thank you also.  

Sincerely,  

Sending out a big THANK YOU to the   

parishioners who helped me in various 
ways before, during & after the       
Christmas Bazaar on the 2nd  floor.  

I so appreciated the kindness shown to 
me in setting up the Crafter Room and 
breaking it down afterwards for the    
Preschool.  

Thank you Larry Addison, Scott Becker, 
and the Evans Family, Brett, Michelle, 
Marissa, Brody, Landry and David.  

I couldn’t have done it without you all. 
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12/01 Linda Holland 
12/01 Bonnie Spellman 
12/04 Jessica Collett 
12/04 Patricia Hurley 
12/04 William Rush, III 
12/08 Emily Brock 
12/08 Mandy Gray 
12/09 Richard Hoerner  80

th 

12/10 Savannah Walston 
12/13 Sheila Dutcher 
12/13 Denise Nash 
12/14 Betty Glassband 
12/14 Elaine Reid 
12/15 Bill Fliegel 
12/15 Thomas McDonough  95

th 

12/16 Maxwell Kellner 
12/16 Martha Requard 
12/16 William Spink 

12/16 Robert Testudine  80
th 

12/17 Joan Kraft 
12/17 Charlotte Miller 
12/17 George Toner 
12/18 Skylar Burkhardt 
12/18 Robert White 
12/19 Judith Zimmer 
12/20 Joshua Hills 
12/20 Connor Magness 
12/21 Serena Collinsworth 
12/21 Leonard Ford 
12/21 Joan Saby  90

th 

12/21 Karen Testudine 
12/22 Cypress Mehan 
12/24 Alayna Blazakis 
12/25 Elizabeth Collett 
12/25 Thomas Lenz 
12/26 Katherine Barnes 

12/26 Everest Mehan 
12/26 Barbara Mueller  90

th 

12/26 Ardith Scarborough 
12/27 Tracie Morgan 
12/28 Kathleen Peck 
12/29 Brenda Hedges 
12/30 Roger Insley 
12/30 Ruth Skarda  93

rd 

12/31 Susan Evans 
12/31 Deborah Haynes 
 
 
 
 

December Birthdays 

December Baptismal Anniversaries 

December Wedding Anniversaries 

12/01 Betty Glassband 
12/01 Andrea Nufea 
12/02 Daxton Belschner 
12/04 Devin Hyman 
12/04 Erin Hyman 
12/09 Amy Berger 
12/09 Alec Brock 
 
 
 

 
12/10 Emily Pickett 
12/13 Jacob Cloman 
12/16 Allie Nordan 
12/30 Tammie Lindsay 

12/5/1970 Karen & Leonard Ford 
12/26/1999 Nancy & Ed Ford 
12/27/2007 Alayna & Dion Blazakis 
12/28/1960 Irvin & Judy Neal 
12/31/2004 Susan & David M. Evans  



 16 

 

Prayer List 

For health & healing 
Alberta Nolder 
Raymond Miller 
Matthew Miller 
Bill & Bonnie Rogers 
Jim Morrow  
Mardi Nickel 
Kim Townsley 
Thomas McDonough 
Bett Murphy 
Debbie Miller 
Sandy Scott 
Tony Jasinski 
Vickie Jasinski  
  
For family & friends  
Franny Burk 
Livie Bach 
Bob Murphy  
Jen Schoenfliess 
Pearl Johnson 
Sharon Hunt 
Lee Hall 
Patricia Kuklinski 
Judy Taylor 
Sean Pullen 
John Bowman 
Norma Weber 
Rejena Hartlove 
Chuck Miller 
Jeanne Edmunds 
John Miller 
Arlo Jones 
Denise Ferguson 
Mary Jo Rother 
Bonnie Kellner 

Kristin Weger 
Linda Fliegel 
Helen  Bender 
Doug Adams 
 
For the military     
and their families  
Kalib McCann 
Mason Ledbetter 
Leroy Keller 
Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony 
Bowser 
Jacob Verble 
Corporal Justin Ferro 
Sgt. Stephen Peck 
Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann 
Michael Anthony Tucker 
Chaplain A. J. Strifler 
 

          … and all those in  
         harm’s way. 
 

For those grieving family & 
friends of 
William Curnoles 
 
Homebound  members 
Trudy Anderson  
Patricia Becker 
Agatha Biensach-Daniels 
Gladys Downs 
Margaret Eubert 
June Franz 
Betty Glassband 
Richard Hoerner 
Audrey Lentz 
John Lotterer 

Paul and Alberta Nolder 
Patrick O’Connell 
Arthur Pulket 
Mary Ann Reek 
Janet Roth  
Patricia Sollanek 
Kim Townsley 
Cass Tracey 
Emma Volz 
  
  

  

Notes regarding the Prayer List: 

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please call the church office at 
410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 

The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since members of 
the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t typically know the status of their       
illness, we don’t know when they are well enough to be removed. Please look over the prayer list 
and if there is someone who is doing well, please contact the church office and ask to have them 
removed.  
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December Calendar 
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Kid’s Corner 

 


