In this issue...

Important Information
Worship Remains Online
Worship will continue online at 10 am each
Sunday, and will likely continue online through the
Winter and Spring. Decisions about safe return to
hybrid in-person gathering at the same time will be
made when conditions are safe enough to do so.
Ash Wednesday
An online service for Ash Wednesday, with its focus on
repentance and renewal, will be posted on Wednesday,
Feb 17th at 10 am for members to tune in when they wish
to do so. Ashes will be offered in the parking lot in a safe,
distanced way for those wishing to receive them between
noon and 1 pm that same day.

Schedules

The Pastoral Call or “Why Call a Pastor?”

Special February days

Lent will feature Mid-Week Evening Prayer with
Reflections on the responsibilities of a Pastor
highlighting the multiple aspects of a Pastoral Call will
be the brief reflections of Interim Pastor John
Spangler embedded in online evening prayer each
Wednesday during Lent. These five sessions of
Holden Evening Prayer will be posted at noon each Lenten
Wednesday.

Upcoming Opportunities:


Sun., Feb. 14th -Outdoor Drive –Thru Communion 11:30 am. Call the office to sign up.





Wed., Feb. 17th - Ash Wednesday Online Worship Service—
available starting at 10 am
Outdoor Drive-Thru Distribution of Ashes-12 noon—1 pm

Weds. During Lent—Lenten Holden Evening Prayer
Service Online starting at 12 noon (2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17
& 3/24)
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Pastor’s Paragraph

Hope Grows
Then Jesus told them a parable about their
need to pray always and not to lose heart. (Luke 18.1)
While I was monitoring the Maryland Department of Health website for our usual Covid dashboard of key
information, a Pennsylvania friend informed me that the Commonwealth placed clergy and essential church
workers in the 1B stage for vaccines, and that PA had entered that stage. This enabled Maria and I to receive
our first vaccine dose a week ago, and we are quite grateful. Naturally for our own safety, but also so that we
will lessen our endangering others with whom we come in contact. I also know that the vaccine doesn’t
prevent me from being infected and so little is known about viral levels in vaccinated people that we must
continue to act in distanced and safe ways, lest we potentially pass the virus to someone unknowingly.
I also realize now that this vaccine represents hope at the end of a long tunnel of coping with the limitations
we have all been living with, the isolation and deprivations we are enduring as a community that normally
gathers as its core activity.
Now I also realize that the faster we move on vaccines, the less habitat there is for Covid 19 to develop
variants, potentially. I know that some of you are already receiving shots and getting appointments, but
others are reticent about the vaccine, its safety, out of concern for the swiftness of its development. You
should speak with your doctor about those concerns and make your decision an informed one rather than
relying upon suspicions and worries. Finally finding clergy and essential church workers in Maryland’s phase
1C, I have encouraged our staff to seek out the vaccines too, for their safety and for the common good. This
will hasten, I hope, our abilities to engage in regular ministries with lower risks all around.
Life as we prefer to live it is on the horizon. Hope is growing. There is a Pastor somewhere across this church
who will be a fit for the ministry and vision of St. John’s. The Holy Spirit is at work on our behalf. So, as Luke
put it, “Pray always and do not lose heart.”

, Interim Pastor
Confirmation Service Project Donation Request
Our confirmation class will be completing some service projects during the next couple of months. For one
of their projects they will be making some cat and dog toys to donate to a couple of our local animal shelters.
The following is a list of items we need for our project:








baby socks (new or gently used - any colors/patterns)
2" foam balls (slightly larger than a golf ball)
catnip
adult size cotton t-shirts (any colors - cotton only please - gently
used are fine)
adult tube-size socks (any color - new please)
tennis balls

No specific quantities. We will make as many toys as we can with the supplies that we collect.
If you can help in any way, that would be great and most appreciated. You may drop off your donations at
the church office weekdays between 9 am - 3 pm. Please place your donations in the Confirmation Class box
which will be located on the 2nd floor just outside of the church office. If you are unable to stop by the
church office, please give me a call and I'll pick them up from you. We would like to collect all donations by
the end of February.
Thank you in advance for all of your support with our confirmation program!!!
Debra Haacke, Confirmation Service Project Leader
Home phone 410-661-8970
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Call Committee Formed, Installed
The Call Committee, charged with the responsibility of working with the Synod Staff and the
Holy Spirit to seek the next permanent pastor for St. John’s, will be installed in a special rite
during the regular service on this Sunday, January 31st. In that rite, they will pledge to work
with integrity in the process, maintain confidentiality, and represent the needs and vision of St.
John’s Mission and Ministry. The assembly will be asked to affirm and support them, pray for
them and for the Holy Spirit to do its work in finding the right person to lead the ministry
among us. Members of the Call Committee are: Kelly Haacke, Suzanne Lindsay, Gina McCall,
Linda Wiley, Lee Smith, Brett Evans, Emily Brock and Chris Hills, chair.
Their first focus is to research and complete the Ministry Site Profile for St. John’s which will
involve descriptions of St. John’s demographic shape of the members, the neighborhood
setting, and characteristics in a Pastor that will make for a fit. A Congregational Survey will be
a part of this information gathering stage, so please participate when it comes your way.

Council Elects Officers, Meets with Synod Staff, Call Committee
The Council met at its regular monthly time frame, but with the Call Committee and the Rev.
Robin Simpson Litton, Synod staff member who works with placement of Pastors. Conducting
some housekeeping tasks, the council elected Erick Brock to continue in the role of president,
Michelle Evans as Secretary, and Tony Jasinski as Vice President. Chris Hills, concluded his
position on the Council but retains his role as Treasurer in a multiple year term. In other actions,
the council also heard reports and affirmed the need to remain in online worship mode.

Techies Solve Streaming Problems
Over the last few weeks, we have discovered glitches with the livestream camera to web
connections that have resulted in video failures. Frustrating as this has been, the source has been
hard to find, but thanks to Chris Hills’ and Christian Woods’ perseverance, we think that most of
the issues have been resolved. Each week is our laboratory test so we continue to welcome

Regular Email Rhythm to Change
In an attempt to reduce the number of emails going into members’ and friends’ inboxes, St.
John’s office will normally send two emails per week to our list of addresses. The first will come
early in the week (The Weekly) for any program and news highlights during the week. Later in
the week, we will send the “St John Weekender” containing key news and links and info needed
for the weekend, including the Sunday service materials and links. The statistics show us that
only half of you are opening your email from us, so here is our request: Please read what we send
you!
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Notes from the Organ Bench
Last year at this time I was at home recovering from a fall. I was looking forward to being in
church again. Who would have thought that a year later I would be in church, but you would
be at home? What a year we have had. Nothing has been predictable.
One of my favorite verses in the Bible is Ecclesiastes 3. “To everything there is a season, and a
time for every purpose under heaven.” Change happens. Nothing is truly predictable.
In the middle of last month, I considered trading my Chevy Volt in for another car. I was ready
to go back to Toyota, this time for the new plug-in Prius. We walked into the dealership and
were greeted by Chad Votta, a member of St. John’s. Chad had already selected the car (blue,
of course) and off my husband and I went for our test drive. I first chose a little road filled with
bumps, turns and no traffic. Then we traveled one with higher speed for a different “feel” of
the car. The car passed the test (and immediately went on to have a flat, but that’s another
story). So, what does this have to do with worship? Keep reading.
When I watched the first broadcast of our worship, I posted that we were witnessing the
beginning of a change in worship. I predicted that we would never go back to in-person being
the only way we offer worship. (My car journey has gone from gas powered to hybrid, to
complete electric, to electric with gas, and finally arrived with electric and hybrid. I will
probably never go back to total gasoline again.) Sound like my prediction?
In our worship experience, we have gone from complete in person, to totally online, to
in-person and online, with a return to being totally online. This has been an adventure for all
of us. The viewers see the final product of our service, but you do not see the “behind the
scenes” work.
We began our productions with each of the participants recording our own parts. I was here
on Wednesday recording music. Pastor, Cassie, and Claire were here on Thursday recording
their portions of the liturgy. The sermon was recorded at a different time. Chris Hills spent
hours putting the pieces together before Sunday’s broadcast. The Christmas Eve Candlelight
service took 3 hours to record, plus the extra time Chris spent putting the pieces together and
adding the passing of the light. Before the outside Christmas Eve Family service, we spent an
hour trying to find places to locate the microphones so that they would work with the newly
purchased transmitter.
We then evolved by deciding to come inside and record the entire service before it aired.
Afterward, Chris would go home and add other necessary elements before the service was
ready to broadcast, again taking many hours. Chris also realized that the camera in the
Sanctuary was not up to the task, so a new camera was purchased.
Then we decided to record and broadcast live. This took much less time but we noticed the
difficulties with our system. Microphones would pop and squeal. The picture would scramble.
The sound didn’t match the picture. YouTube kicked us off one Sunday. That day we spent 2
hours on the service. The complaints poured in.
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So, one day recently I came in and Chris recorded 1 ½ hours of my practice time to evaluate.
Finally, Christian Wood came in and, after conferring with work colleagues, realized that we
needed a program to convert information. We recorded a service on Saturday for Sunday’s
broadcast. We will see if this works.
The past year has been an adventure for all of us. Like my journey through the world of alternate
driving energy, preparing Sunday services has been challenging. Carol has been challenged by the
different bulletin styles and necessary information that we now must include. But this is where
we are right now. “To every thing there is a season…” We are evolving. Be patient. And when you
have a chance, thank Chris Hills and the other participants in worship. We are getting there.
And no matter what, remember to keep
Making a Joyful Noise,

A big THANK YOU to everyone who delivered the church directories and
offering envelopes to our members who were not able to pick them up. It was so
kind of you to take time to deliver them and where possible, stop and chat a bit.
We have gotten calls from some members expressing how great it was to see
some of you. In a time of isolation for many, this was such a pick-me-up! Thanks
again!

It’s not too late ...
St. John’s Confirmation Class began meeting in January. If you are still interested in
our program and your child meets the age criteria, pleas contact us asap. The
remaining classes are February 13, 2021, March 13, 2021, April 10, 2021 and May 8,
2021 from 10 am to 11:30 pm. If you would like more information regarding the
Confirmation Program at St. John’s, please contact Pastor John Spangler at
pastorjohn@stjohnsparkville.org.

Are you looking for 2021 Summer Programs.....Well look no more!
Mar-Lu-Ridge Camp and Retreat Center has open registration for
their 2021 Summer Programs. Go to mlr@mar-lu-ridge.org
to choose which programs you would like to attend.
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Lenten Evening Prayer Service , A Special Focus on Ministry:
What is A Pastor Called to Do and Be in the Church and the World?
We will offer Midweek Lenten Evening Prayer each Wednesday of Lent, with Interim Pastor John offering a brief
reflection/meditation on the pastoral ministry, its responsibilities, its shared aspects, its relationship to the
world.
Sung setting of Holden Evening Prayer will be posted each Wednesday in Lent by noon time for all to share
when convenient. Feel free to sing along, pray, and reflect together on the important features and
responsibilities of the pastoral ministries as St. John’s seeks its next called pastoral leader.
Chapter 9 of the constitution will be the guide through this:
a.

Every minister of Word and Sacrament shall:
1) preach the Word;
2) administer the sacraments;
3) conduct public worship;
4) provide pastoral care;
5) seek out and encourage qualified persons to prepare for the ministry of the Gospel;
6) impart knowledge of this church and its wider ministry through available channels of effective
communication;
7) witness to the Kingdom of God in the community, in the nation, and abroad; and
8) speak publicly to the world in solidarity with the poor and oppressed, calling for justice and
proclaiming God’s love for the world.

b.

Each pastor with a congregational call shall, within the congregation:
1) offer instruction, confirm, marry, visit the sick and distressed, and bury the dead;
2) relate to all schools and organizations of this congregation;
3) install regularly elected members of the Congregation Council;
4) with the council, administer discipline;
5) endeavor to increase the support given by the congregation to the work of the churchwide
organization and of the Synod; and
6) encourage adherence to covenantal relationship with this church as expressed in the
Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.

Treasurer’s Report – December 2020 and Year-to-Date
2020 Budget
Income
Regular Giving
Other Income
Total
Average Giving/
Sunday
Expenses
Benevolence
Budgeted Expenses
Total

Deficit

Dec 2020

2020 (Jan-Dec)

2019 (Jan-Dec)

$315,000
84,867
$399,867

$48,486
1,318
$49,804

$272,426
33,195
$305,621

$262,189
63,042
$325,231

$7,690

$12,122

$5,239

$5,141

$

0
28,283
$28,283

$ 26,250
311,398
$337,648

$ 28,875
312,546
$341,421

$21,521

($32,027)

($16,190)

$ 31,500
368,367
$399,867
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Open Altar Flower Dates for 2021
February 7th, 14th and 21st

May 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd

March 7th, 14th and 21st

June 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th

April 4th, 11th and 18th

July 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at
office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date.

Condolences to the Thobe Family. Eleanor, the mother of Tommy Thobe,
passed away on 1/12/21. Funeral services were private.

Condolences to the Mai Family. Catherine Mai passed away on 1/26/21. A
Prayer service will be held at Evan’s Funeral Chapel on 2/5/21 followed by a burial at
Dulaney Valley Memorial Gardens. Catherine was a long time member of St. John’s until the
passing of her husband, Jack. She then moved to PA to be closer to her daughter.

Please help Victor’s Vittles Food Pantry!
Due to the increased need in the community, the food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran
Church needs your help in keeping their food pantry stocked. They have managed to stay open
during the pandemic, supplying families in need. Donations may be dropped off to Christus
Victor on Mondays and Wednesdays from 1 pm to 3 pm, however other arrangements can be
made by calling 410-668-8089. If you would prefer to drop off your donations at St. John’s, feel
free to do so and we will get the donations to Christus Victor. Items needed are:
Spaghetti Sauce

Taco, Chili, Meatloaf mixes Cereal

Canned Fruit

Applesauce

Hamburger or Tuna Helper

Gravy Mix

Toothpaste

Soap

Shaving Cream

Deodorant

Pasta

Instant Mashed Potatoes
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Notes regarding the Prayer List:
If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please call the church office at
410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.
The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since members
of the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t typically know the
status of their illness, we don’t know when they are well enough to be removed.
Please look over the prayer list and if there is someone who is doing well, please
contact the church office and ask to have them removed.

Newsletter Articles for the
March edition of the
St. John’s Herald are due
on February 15th.

Church Directory Update:
The church directories have been
distributed to everyone who was
photographed. St. John’s
purchased a few additional
copies of the directory and we
have them available to a monetary donation
for anyone who would like to have one.

Doing Any shopping online?
Support St. John’s when you shop.
Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/526012034 and Amazon donates to Saint John’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc.

Lector Schedule for February
February 7th

Donna McDonough

February 21st

JoAnn Weiland

February 14th

Bonnie Spellman

February 28th

Mike McDonough
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February Birthdays
02/01 Aubree Liller
02/02 Corinne Brock
02/02 Sophia Shull
02/03 Marissa Evans
02/03 John McLaughlin
02/04 Rebecca Stiles
02/04 Kay Whitehead
02/05 Shirley Kreh
02/07 Leroy Hohne 94th
02/08 Michelle Alkire
02/09 Anthony Jasinski, Jr.
02/13 Emma Nicholson
02/13 Patrick O'Connell
02/15 Jeffrey Alkire
02/15 Bob Murphy
02/15 Katie Neal
02/15 Chad Votta, Sr.
02/15 Autumn Winterling
02/16 Wayne Byers

02/16 Kerri Smith
02/17 Oliver Blazakis
02/17 Catherine Carroll
02/18 Angelina DeJesus
02/20 Michael Rash
02/21 Emily Lipka
02/21 Judy Neal
02/22 Patricia Rozankowski
02/23 Hanna Lindsay
02/24 Steven Dawson
02/25 Ryan Cummings
02/25 Archie Saby 91st
02/26 Patrick Merrey
02/26 Danny Toner
02/27 Michele Kellner
02/27 John Spangler
02/28 Nicole Johnson
02/28 Isabella Kirby

February Baptismal Anniversaries
02/00 Bonnie Spellman
02/00 Linda Wiley
02/00 Robert Gray
02/00 Mandy Gray
02/00 Jessica Merrey
b02/02 Ruth Skarda
02/04 Rebecca Stiles
02/04 Serena Collinsworth
02/06 Kelly Sanford

02/07 Oliver Snapp
02/10 Allison Smith
02/11 Connor Madison
02/15 Andre' Nufea, Jr.
02/16 Calista Graf
02/17 Nicole Collins
02/19 Katherine SchwartzMitchell
02/20 Michael Rash

02/21 Kathleen Peck
02/23 Shelby Kirby
02/23 Joshua Hills
02/23 William Rush, III
02/24 Gabrielle Gray
02/25 Ethan Sommer
02/26 Megan Schoenfliess

February Wedding Anniversaries
2/14/1987 Sandy & Bob Scott
2/22/1975 Robert & Anne Suznick
2/22/1992 Arlene & Jack Meyers, Jr.
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Prayer List
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February Calendar
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Kid’s Corner
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