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In this issue...

Schedules

Special February days 

February Edition 

Dear Members of St. John’s,  
 

These past months have gone by so quickly. My 20 hours plus have    
included Sunday morning worship services, office staff meetings    
attending Executive and Church Council meetings, as well as other 
committee and Preschool meetings and singing in the choir for the 
Cantata presentation. Along with Deacon Claire, I have been visiting 
various nursing homes, assisted living facilities and homebound  
people along with the distribution of Holy Communion at Brightview.  
 
Working with Erick Brock, as past president has been great. Now I 
am serving with recently elected President Michelle Evans, along 
with Tony Jasinski, now Secretary; he helped me in the Interim when 
I served as Interim Pastor at St. John’s 15 years ago.  
 
As I said in the January 2022 newsletter, in various ways you are 
Spirit-filled sisters and brothers in the congregation of this faith. I 
have noticed the different ways you are still serving and praising 
Christ Jesus in this community called Parkville.  
 
Now the Call Committee has come fourth with a Pastoral Candidate 
and a Congregational Meeting will be called to vote on the candidate. 
My time may be coming to an end at St. John’s. I am thankful and 
grateful to have served as your Interim Pastor these past six months. 
Please know that Carol and I have appreciated your acceptance of us 
and will keep you in our prayers as you go forth as the body of Christ 
during this pandemic in time and place.  
 
Yours in Christ, 

Interim Pastor  Newsletter Articles for the March 
edition of the St. John’s Herald are 
due by February 17th. 
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    Notes from the Organ Bench 

As I pondered this month’s article I spotted a roll of Lifesavers. I haven’t had a Lifesaver in years. I 
opened the package and popped a purple candy in my mouth. Ah… the familiar shape and taste. 
Then, my mouth started screaming, “This is not grape!” So I read the package. The familiar flavors 
of cherry, grape, orange, lime, and lemon have been replaced by cherry, raspberry, orange,       
watermelon, and pineapple! No! This is not what I expected! But as I sucked, I realized that this 
raspberry flavor has a little bit of tang to it and is actually quite good. 
 
We have been dealing with uncertainty and the unexpected for about two years now. Besides the 
ups and downs of COVID, we have had to adjust to different ministers and make changes in how 
we  worship. I brought the choirs back in the fall and had to cancel them after Christmas. It 
seems that every two steps forward are followed by one back. We are making progress, but slow-
ly. 
 
February’s readings begin with Jesus’s request that we become followers. We are then given the 
message of the Beatitudes and told to love our enemies. We end the month with Transfiguration 
and Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. Since I select the music for choirs and services, I try 
to focus on the weekly messages, but it is a challenge. Like this roll of Lifesavers, there is           
uncertainty. (Green Lifesavers are now watermelon.) 
 
So, where am I going with this? In his anthem for choir, One Step, Pepper Choplin says,  

 
“One step He leads, and one step I’ll follow. He knows my needs and He will supply. I don’t 
know the future or what is in store, so I’ll take one step, one step, to follow my Lord.”  

 
This is the answer. This is where we are. Following Jesus with faith will get us where we need to 
go! Hang in there. We’re getting there! (Yellow lifesavers are pineapple.) Until next month, keep 
 
Making a Joyful Noise, 

Director of Music 
 
Oh… We will probably use the Holden Evening Service for our Lenten midweek services. So, if you 
would like to read or lead (sing) the service, let me know. I can use a few volunteers. 
 

Please Note..... 

There will be NO Sunday School on Sunday, February 6th so 
the teachers can stay in church to hear the Pastoral        
Candidate preach.  Thanks for your understanding! 
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Covenant. This word represents a formal agreement, a promise based on relationships and coming 
together with one another. On Sunday, January 2nd, St. John’s elected 2022 Council members 
were officially installed. We were recognized and took an oath, a covenant, to support the 
Church, St. John’s congregation, and its mission to share God’s love and do His good works with 
and for our community.  
 

During our January Council meeting, Council pledged our covenant to God, to each other as 
Council members, and to each of you as members of our St. John’s community. While no            
relationship is perfect, we promise to do our best in each moment to strengthen and support our 
relationships. We promise to listen, not just hear, the congregation’s hopes and needs for the   
future of the Church. We aim to see each of you and meet you where you are in your journey. We 
will hold you in our prayers—always. And we invite you to join us in this covenant and to build 
with us a community that overflows with God’s love. 
 

Council began work on strengthening our relationships and how we can best support the       
congregation and its ministries, including the appointment of Council liaisons for St. John’s     
ministry teams and the establishment of a small, short-term committee charged with examining 
opportunities for growth and areas of focus for the upcoming year and beyond. We ask for your 
prayers as we finalize establish a solid foundation from which we work through necessary         
revisions to St. John’s constitution and by-laws that will be presented for congregational review 
this spring.  
 

And on behalf of Council, we extend our gratitude for the Call Committee and their dedication to 
this process to find the best pastoral candidate for St. John’s. We share in the excitement to move 
forward in the call process for a new pastor at St. John’s as I’m sure each of you do as well.  
 

Please know how immensely important the congregation’s involvement is in this process. As 
mentioned in the newsletter, announcements in church, and the letter mailed to your homes, we 
invite you to contact the Church Office at 
410-665-1234 to confirm your participation 
in the pastor candidate “meet and greet” on 
Saturday, February 5th at either 3 p.m. or 7 
p.m. at the church. The pastoral candidate 
will be preaching the next day, Sunday,  
February 6th at 10 a.m. with a special       
congregational meeting immediately        
following the worship service. Additional 
details, especially for those who plan to join 
us virtually, will be provided upon calling 
the Church Office. 
 

As always, many blessings to you and yours 
this upcoming month. We look forward to 
seeing you in church and joining you in     
fellowship as we celebrate God’s love and 
covenant with us as children in Christ. 
 

Your sibling in Christ,

Council President 

Letter from the Council President  
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“In all this I have given you as an example that by such work we must support the weak          
remembering the words of our Lord Jesus, for He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than 
to receive’”. Acts 20:35 

Caring Friends is a ministry of outreach to all members, family members and friends of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Parkville, MD. It was created in 2010 as an opportunity for church 
members to reach out to those who cannot for whatever reason always attend the many     
worship and fellowship celebrations offered as a church community. This ministry includes 
phone calls, personal visits from the Pastor, Deacon, and/or Eucharistic Ministers, prayer, gifts 
made by the youth, prayer shawls and prayer blankets, baptismal blankets, monthly             
newsletters, weekly service bulletins and announcements and Christmas, Easter, Birthday and 
Get Well cards throughout the year. 

Included in this ministry are the Pastor, Deacon, and eight (8) active commissioned lay           
Eucharistic Ministers who visit and take Communion to our homebound members, their       
families, caregivers and others, usually monthly or as often as requested. Our visits take us to 
private homes, hospitals, hospice and rehabilitation facilities, senior living facilities, and nursing 
homes. 

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and the ruling of sheltering in place, facility       
lockdowns and limited visitations, Interim Pastors, the Deacon and Eucharistic Ministers have 
visited  and/or taken communion to the homebound  over 125 times this year sometimes on 
the front porch or on the back porch or patio. On Ash Wednesday of 2021 we received a         
request from Brightview Senior Living for someone to come to impose ashes. Deacon Claire 
took ashes to 30 residents and staff at Brightview White Marsh and since then we have been 
visiting with a communion service for the residents and staff of about 20 to 30 people each 
month. Homebound members continue to receive phone calls and will continue to receive 
them as needed. This ministry also assists with requests from the Church Council and Church 
Secretary as needed. 

As an OSSD Deacon and Pastoral Assistant, I will continue my service representing Christ 
through the action of the Holy Spirit, set apart for a ministry of mercy, service, and outreach 
and accept other duties as assigned by the Pastor and/or the Church 
Council that will help further God’s Mission and Ministry at St. John’s and 
beyond. If you are interested in being a part of this wonderful ministry, 
please contact Deacon Claire.  
 

Respectfully submitted with peace and caring, 

OSSD Deacon  

Caring Friends Ministry  
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Acolyte Schedule 

February 2021 

all services are at 10 am 

**If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please contact Rachel Hills at 
rm_hills@yahoo.com or 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as possible.   
Thank you! 

   
 
  

Lector/Communion Assistant Schedule for February 

February 6th Donna Nicholson  February 20th Amanda Hartman 

February 13th Ed Ford February 27th Michelle Alkire 

If you cannot serve on your assigned date, contact Sheila Bender. The office will 
send out your readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at            
410-665-1234. The schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry 
where you robe. 
 

 

                         
February Assisting Minister Schedule 

 

 2/6 Linda Wiley 2/20  Linda Wiley 

2/13 Linda Wiley 2/27  Linda Wiley 
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         Treasurer’s Report –  December 2021 

Saturday, February 5th—”Meet and Greet” the new Pastoral  Candidate 

at 3-4 pm and 7-8 pm.  Please call the church office to sign up for one 

of the sessions. 
 

Sunday, February 6th—Pastoral Candidate will preach and preside 

during worship at 10 am. We will have a special Congregational    

Meeting following the service to vote on the candidate. Please call the church office to let us know 
if you are coming.  

We will be limiting access to the live streamed service on February 6th for confidentially reasons. 
If you would like to watch the service online, please contact the church office to get an email link 
for the service. As per the ELCA guidelines, you must vote in person for the candidate so we will 
be setting up a time (tbd) for a drive by vote. More on drive by voting to come. Stay tuned. 

 Save the Date! 
 

Tuesday, March 8, 2022 
 

TGI Fridays Restaurant Night 
 More information to come! 

  2021 Budget Dec 2021 2021 (Jan-Dec) 2020 (Jan-Dec) 

Income         

Regular Giving $288,000 $38,734 $271,198 $272,426 

Other Income 73,131 2,811 95,534 33,195 

Total $361,131 $41,545 $366,732 $305,621 

          

Average Giving/ 

Sunday 

$6,945 

  

$9,684 $5,215 $5,239 

          

Expenses         

Benevolence $  28,000 $  2,337 $  28,000 $  26,250 

Budgeted Expenses 333,131 30,464 311,825 311,398 

Total $361,131 $32,801 $339,825 $337,648 

          

Deficit   $8,744 $26,907 ($32,027) 
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                                                     Open Altar Flower Dates for 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at 
ofice@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

**Please note that the cost of Altar Flowers is now $50** 

February 6th and 27th August 7th, 21st and 28th 

March 6th and 13th  September 4th,and 25th 

April 17th October 2nd. 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th 

May 1st, 8th, 15th and 29th November 6th, 13th and 27th 

June 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th December 4th, and 11th 

July 3rd, 10th,and 31st  

 Calling All Ministry Chairs... 
 

We need your ministry reports for the 2022 Annual Report.  
Please email your reports to the church office by Friday, January 28th.  

                             Prayer Partner Program 

Below you will find some of the details about the program: 

 All adult members may participate 

 If you are interested in having a prayer partner, fill out a form and 
return it to the church office by Sunday, March 20th. (Forms will be 
located on the counter outside of the Sanctuary or you may contact the church office and we 
will mail you a form.) 

 You will receive the name of your Secret Prayer Partner on  Sunday, April 24th by email, phone 
or mail. 

 If you do not receive the name of your Prayer Partner by May 8th, please contact Vickie Jasinski. 

 There are no meetings to attend. 

 For those who have participated in the program in 2021-2022, we will be sending out your      
Secret Prayer Partner’s name.  

Employment opportunity...St. Peter’s Elementary School is searching for a long-term            
substitute teacher (12 weeks) for our in-person classroom. Teaching experience is necessary. 
We are interviewing immediately. Bring your talents and love for children. Join our highly 
supportive teaching community. Please contact Lori Fales at 410-665-4521. 
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                          Food For Thought Program 

 This program would not be possible without the help of our congregation and 
community. Our  greatest need at this time is: tuna & chicken salad kits and    
pudding & applesauce cups. There are donation bins in the 2nd and 3rd floor 

stairways. Thanks for your generosity! 

Outreach Opportunities  

Please support our local food pantry, Victor’s Vittles at Christus Victor Lutheran Church 
 

                   You may drop off your donations at St. John’s.   

Items needed are:  spaghetti sauce, taco, chili and meatloaf mixes, 
cereal, instant mashed  potatoes and canned potatoes, and           
hamburger or tuna helper. 

Dear St. John’s Church,  

I am writing this letter on behalf of our family 
for the love and support when I lost my mom. 
St. John’s supported her with visits, cards, gifts 
and prayers and so much love while she was 
home sick,. We deeply appreciate and thank 
everyone for your sympathy and kindness.  

A big “Thank You” to the Busy Bee’s for making 
the curtain for the first floor ladies restroom. 
We appreciate your act of kindness.  

Clothing Shed Fundraiser 
 

All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations are: All     
clothing, shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases,  
drapes, and stuffed toys. St. John’s makes approximately        
$1,200—$1,500 a year on this fundraiser.  Please spread the word 
about our clothing shed to your family, friends and neighbors. Thanks for your donations!  

Doing any online shopping? 
Support St. John’s when you shop.  

 

Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/52-6012034 and Amazon donates to Saint John’s Evangelical         
Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=10OSW8OQSQ4LN&K=1WWS531ZMEVBV&M=urn:rtn:msg:20171122143055013a9818ad5148dba9f8c0179870p0na&R=21Z732H9CBJ6E&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-6012034&H=PHUMCIJMMBBKWGM1NMGBMCSTKJCA
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February Birthdays 

February Baptismal Anniversaries 

February Wedding Anniversaries 

02/00 Bonnie Spellman 
02/00 Linda Wiley 
02/00 Robert Gray 
02/00 Mandy Gray 
02/00 Jessica Merrey 
02/02 Ruth Skarda 
02/04 Rebecca Stiles 
02/04 Serena Collinsworth 
02/06 Kelly Sanford 
02/07 Oliver Snapp 
02/10 Allison Smith 
02/11 Connor Madison 

02/15 Andre' Nufea, Jr. 
02/16 Calista Graf 
02/17 Nicole Collins 
02/19 Katherine Schwartz-
Mitchell 
02/20 Michael Rash 
02/21 Kathleen Peck 
02/23 Shelby Kirby 
02/23 Joshua Hills 
02/23 William Rush, III 
02/24 Gabrielle Gray 
02/25 Ethan Sommer 

02/26 Megan Schoenfliess 

2/22/1975 Robert & Anne Suznick  
2/22/1992 Arlene & Jack Meyers, Jr.  

02/01 Aubree Liller 
02/02 Corinne Brock 
02/02 Sophia Shull 
02/03 Marissa Evans 
02/03 John McLaughlin 
02/04 Rebecca Stiles 
02/04 Kay Whitehead 
02/05 Shirley Kreh  90th  
02/06 Mikayla Collett 
02/08 Michelle Alkire 
02/09 Anthony Jasinski, Jr. 
02/13 Emma Nicholson 
02/13 Patrick O'Connell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

02/15 Jeffrey Alkire 
02/15 Bob Murphy 
02/15 Katie Neal 
02/15 Chad Votta, Sr. 
02/15 Autumn Winterling 
02/16 Wayne Byers 
02/16 Kerri Smith 
02/17 Oliver Blazakis 
02/17 Catherine Carroll 
02/20 Michael Rash 
02/21 Emily Lipka 
02/21 Judy Neal 
02/22 Patricia Rozankowski 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

02/23 Hanna Lindsay 
02/24 Steven Dawson 
02/25 Ryan Cummings 
02/25 Archie Saby  92nd 
02/26 Patrick Merrey 
02/26 Danny Toner 
02/27 Michele Kellner 
02/28 Nicole Johnson 
02/28 Isabella Kirby 
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Prayer List 

For health & healing 
Emily Rash 
Patrick O’Connell 
Georgeanne Schleigh 
Julie Hastings 
Bett Murphy 
Laurie Krieger 
Mike McDonough 
Dave Kocan 
Debbie Miller 
Pat Denk 
Sandy Scott 
John McLaughlin 
Tony Jasinski 
Patty Schwab 
Vickie Jasinski  
  
For family & friends  
Ruth Selig 
Erlene Cryser 
Paul Glassband 
Grace Sexton 
Roy Rapp 
Joan Dunaway 
Debbie Hudson 
Richard Koch 
John Bielet 
Linda Fliegel 
Roy Kline 
Michael Albrecht 
Rose Alexander 
Cynthia Schepler 
Rita Brady 
Anna Meyers 
Norma Weber 
Lou Ermer 

Helen Marcomin 
Rosemay Balmos 
Helen & Don Bender 
Doug Adams 
 
For the military     
and their families  
Mason Ledbetter 
Leroy Keller 
Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony 
Bowser 
Jacob Verble 
Lance Corporal Justin Ferro 
Sgt. Stephen Peck 
Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann 
Michael Anthony Tucker 
Chaplain A. J. Strifler 
 
          … and all those in  
         harm’s way. 
 

For those grieving family & 
friends of 
Helen Baker 
JoAnn Keller 
 
Homebound  members 
Trudy Anderson  
Agatha Biensach-Daniels 
Gladys Downs 
Margaret Eubert 
June Franz 
Betty Glassband 
Richard Hoerner 
Audrey Lentz 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Lotterer 
Patrick O’Connell 
Arthur Pulket 
Mary Ann Reek 
Janet Roth  
Patricia Sollanek 
Cass Tracey 
Emma Volz 
Doris Warfield 
  

Notes regarding the Prayer List: 

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please call the church office at 
410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 

The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since members of 
the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t typically know the status of their       
illness, we don’t know when they are well enough to be removed. Please look over the prayer list 
and if there is someone who is doing well, please contact the church office and ask to have them 
removed.  
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         February Calendar 
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Kid’s Corner 

 


