Fifth Sunday
of Easter
May 2, 2021

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville
www.stjohnsparkville.org
(410) 665-1234

After hour emergency: (443) 844-9314
Office@stjohnsparkville.org
Text SJPARKVILLE to 22828 to join our email list.

May 2, 2021
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
WELCOME
PRELUDE

Lord, Speak to Me

Lani Smith

(© 2017 Lorenz Publishing Co.)

GREETING
Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult, all creation around God’s
throne! Jesus Christ is risen! Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; and for so great a
victory, sound the trumpet of salvation. Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the
brightness of your king! Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever.
Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you! Let this place resound
with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
GATHERING HYMN

We Know That Christ Is Raised

ELW 449

1

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold,
and our despair he turned to blazing joy.
Hallelujah!

2

We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
as living members of our Savior Christ.
Hallelujah!

3

The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life.
The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God.
Baptized, we live with God the Three in One.
Hallelujah!

4

A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood.
The universe restored and whole will sing:
Hallelujah!

(Text: John B. Geyer; Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924; Text © John B. Geyer)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
(The assembly is seated.)

WORD
FIRST READING

Acts 8:26-40

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join
it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading
was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he
does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom,
may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.
As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both
of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing
through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
The Word of the Lord.
PSALM

(Read responsively; congregation reads bold verses)

Thanks be to God.
Psalm 22:25-31

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”
SECOND READING

1 John 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So
we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in
love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears
has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love
God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have
from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able.)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
GOSPEL

John 15:1-8

The Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just
as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away
like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
(The assembly is seated.)

SERMON
(Please stand as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY

Now the Green Blade Rises

1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

ELW 379 (sts. 1-3)

2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
thinking that he would never wake again;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.
(Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958; Music: French carol; Text © Oxford University
Press)

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
After each petition
PEACE

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your
beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Shout to the Lord

My Jesus, my Savior,
Lord, there is none like you.
All of my days I want to praise
the wonders of your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter,
tower of refuge and strength;
let ev'ry breath, all that I am
never cease to worship you.

ELW 821

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
at the sound of your name.
I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.

(Text and music: Darlene Zschech © 1993 CCLI Song #1406918. Permission for use granted under CCLI License
#11527942)

Upcoming Worship Schedule
Sunday, May 9nd – 9 am - Hybrid Service with Holy Communion (online and in-person)
11 am – In-person service outdoors in parking lot with Holy Communion
Sunday, May 16th - 9 am - Hybrid Service of the Word (online and in-person)
11 am – In-person Service of the Word outdoors in parking lot
Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd – 9 am - Hybrid Service with Confirmation and Holy Communion
(online and in-person)
11 am – In-person service outdoors in parking lot with Holy Communion
Holy Trinity Sunday, May 30th – 10 am - Hybrid Service (online and in-person)
Please call the church office to sign up for worship services.
All outdoor services are weather permitting.

Announcements
The beautiful flowers gracing our worship service today are given to the Glory of God.
We are taking altar flower dedications. The dates available are: May 9th, 16th and 23rd,
June 6th, 13th, and 27th, July 4th and 25th, August 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th, September
5th, 19th and 26th.

St. John’s Lutheran Church Labyrinth Ministry Team invites you to walk our labyrinth
on World Labyrinth Day, Saturday, May 1st from 1 pm – 4 pm. Come and experience
walking in prayer for world peace as others around the world walk their respective
labyrinths. Masks must be worn and all distancing protocols will be in place.
Our clothing shed is open. All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations
are: All clothing, shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and
stuffed toys. Thanks for your cooperation!
Are you doing any online shopping? Is so, support St. John’s when you shop. Go
to: smile.amazon.com/ch/52-6012034 and Amazon donates to Saint John’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

Sing and Rejoice

Lani Smith

(© 2005 Lorenz Publishing Co.)
From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 30295.
Permission for hymn use and organ music granted under ONE LICENSE #735150-A

Prayer List
Please remember the following individuals in your prayers.
For health & healing: Cass Tracey, Pat Denk, Philip Kramer, Sandy Scott, John McLaughlin,
Tony Jasinski, Betty Hedgespeth, Robert Scott, Suzanne Lindsay, Patty Schwab, Ardi
Scarborough and Vickie Jasinski
For family & friends: Christine Topper, Ryan Gyr, Charles Gott, Jay Snyder, John Snyder,
John Miller, Norma Weber, Karen Alban, Doug Adams, Linda Asplin, Karen Ehrenberg and
Linda Fliegel
For the military and their families: Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony Bowser, Jacob Verble, Lance
Corporal Justin Ferro, Sgt. Stephen Peck, Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann, Michael Anthony
Tucker, Chaplain A. J. Striffler and all those in harm’s way
For those grieving family & friends of: Thomas Whitehead, JoAnn Struble, Bill Johnson, Lee
Krieger, Randy Tracey, John Kraft, James Denk

For St. John’s Caring Friends: Trudy Anderson, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Gladys Downs,
Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Betty Hedgespeth, Leroy Hohne, Philip Kramer,
Audrey Lentz, John Lotterer, Patrick O’Connell, Arthur Pulket, Mary Ann Reek, Patricia
Sollanek, Cass Tracey, Emma Volz, Doris Warfield, and Clara Westphal

