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GOOD FRIDAY
April 2, 2021
PRELUDE

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

arr. Gail Smith

(© 1991 Lillenas Publishing Co.)

GATHERING
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was
willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross;
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING

Isaiah 52:13--53:12

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able.)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Return to the Lord

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
GOSPEL

John 18:1—19:42

The Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
(The assembly is seated.)

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

1 O sacred head, now wounded,
with grief and shame weighed down,
now scornfully surrounded
with thorns, thine only crown;
O sacred head, what glory,
what bliss till now was thine!
Yet, though despised and gory,
I joy to call thee mine.

ELW 351 (st. 1 & 2)

2 How pale thou art with anguish,
with sore abuse and scorn;
how does thy face now languish,
which once was bright as morn!
Thy grief and bitter passion
were all for sinners' gain;
mine, mine was the transgression,
but thine the deadly pain.

(Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; Music: German melody, c. 1500;
adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750)

BIDDING PRAYER
The assembly kneels or sits. The assisting minister leads the invitations to prayer (the bids).
Silence for prayer follows each bid. The presiding minister leads the prayers that conclude the
silence.
Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By your
Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in faith,
proclaim your name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for Elizabeth and Bill, our bishops, for our staff, for all servants of the church, and
for all the people of God.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. Strengthen and
uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health and safety for
the good of the church, and help each of us in our various vocations to do faithfully the work to
which you have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith and understanding
of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your children, and keep them in the faith
and communion of your holy church. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who follow Jesus
your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united in the fellowship
of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God,
long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that
the people you called and elected as your own may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s
promises. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under different
names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful witnesses of the love
made known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and find
peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace
in the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for God's creation.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all the worlds in
the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for those who serve in public office.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your goodness,
give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom,
and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for those in need.
Silent prayer.
Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have
lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers free those unjustly deprived
of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all
who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
P: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
3

What language shall I borrow
to thank thee, dearest friend,
for this thy dying sorrow,
thy pity without end?
Oh, make me thine forever,
and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never
outlive my love to thee.

ELW 351 (st. 3 & 4)

4 Lord, be my consolation;
shield me when I must die;
remind me of thy passion
when my last hour draws nigh.
These eyes, new faith receiving,
from thee shall never move;
for all who die believing
die safely in thy love.

(Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; Music: German melody, c. 1500;
adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750)

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS
(The assembly stands and faces the cross. The following dialogue is spoken
with the assembly echoing the leader.)
Behold the life-giving cross,
on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come, let us worship him.
Behold the life-giving cross,
on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come, let us worship him.
Behold the life-giving cross,
on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come, let us worship him.
(The assembly may be seated.)
P: We glory in your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection, for by your cross joy
has come into the world. May God be merciful and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine
upon us. Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.
We glory in your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection, for by your cross joy has
come into the world. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. May God
give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. We glory in your cross, O Lord,
and we praise your holy resurrection, for by your cross joy has come into the world.
(After a brief silence, the presiding minister continues.)
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.
(All depart in silence. If they have not done so earlier, worshipers may
reverence the cross before they depart.)
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Announcements
th
 Easter Sunday: April 4
9am Worship streamed online and in-person - with all distanced protocols*
11am Outdoor worship in parking lot, with outdoor distanced protocols*
(both Easter services will include Holy Communion)
 Easter 2 Sunday, April 11th (Pastor on vacation) Worship streamed online only at 10 am

*Sign up by calling the church office
(Worship plans continuing in the spring will be announced depending upon circumstances, weather, and
Covid 19 virus status)

Prayer List
Please remember the following individuals in your prayers.
For health & healing: John McLaughlin, Tony Jasinski, John Kraft, Betty Hedgespeth, Robert
Scott, Lee Krieger, Suzanne Lindsay, Patty Schwab, Tom & Marion McDonough, Ardi
Scarborough, Bett Murphy and Vickie Jasinski
For family & friends: Jay Snyder, John Snyder, Elizabeth Brooks, John Miller, Norma Weber,
Karen Alban, Jean Bartenfelter, Kathy Thompson, Larry & Mary Tuley, Doug Adams, Linda
Asplin, Robert Scott, Jr., Robert Scott, III, Karen Ehrenberg and Linda Fliegel
For the military and their families: Jacob Verble, Lance Corporal Justin Ferro, Sgt. Stephen
Peck, Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann, Michael Anthony Tucker, Chaplain A. J. Striffler and all
those in harm’s way
For St. John’s Caring Friends: Trudy Anderson, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Gladys Downs,
Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Betty Hedgespeth, Leroy Hohne, Philip Kramer,
Audrey Lentz, John Lotterer, Patrick O’Connell, Arthur Pulket, Mary Ann Reek, Patricia
Sollanek, Cass Tracey, Emma Volz, Doris Warfield, and Clara Westphal

