
 1 

 

In this issue... 

Schedules 

 

Special January days 

Dear friend, listen well to my words; tune your ears to my voice. 
Keep my message in plain view at all times. Concentrate! Learn it 
by heart! Those who discover these words live, really live; body and 
soul, they’re bursting with health. Proverbs 4:20-22 The Message 
 
As we begin the New Year, I am inviting you to stop and look back 
just a few days ago and remember Christmas 2019.  You know 
that day when joy filled the house, wrapping paper was strewn 
across the room, laughter of family and friends filled the space.  
Now stop for just a moment and remember the love; the love of 
family and friends and of course the love of God that sent his Son 
to us so that we might have life abundant.  What a gift we have 
been given to start the New Year.  I wonder how remembering 
that gift will help us to live our lives in 2020 and beyond. 
 
There is a Christmas story about this little boy who was very, very 
shy and he was never given a part in the pageant because people 
thought he wouldn’t be able to overcome his shyness and        
perform in public.  This one year, there was a new Christmas   
pageant director who knew nothing about the history of this little 
boy and she assigned him the part of the inn keeper.  He only had 
one line.  It was, “There is no room in the inn.”  
 
The boy’s parents were thrilled that he was finally given a chance 
to participate in the pageant. They practiced with him over and 
over at home.  They even found an extra refrigerator box and 
built him his own inn at home so he could really practice.    
Christmas Eve came and the little boy was inside the refrigerator 
box, turned inn, waiting for Joseph to knock.  All of sudden, the 
anticipated knock came, the inn keeper opened the door and 
said, “There is no room in the inn.”  Just as Joseph was about to 
leave the inn, the little boy opened the door again and shouted, 
“Wait don’t go away, Jesus can have my room.” 
 
What would happen in our lives and the lives of those around us 
in 2020 if we started out with shouting on Christmas Eve, “Wait, 
Jesus can have my room,” and then proceeded to live our lives 
with that attitude all year? 
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 When our family is on our last nerve and grace is difficult to find, what would happen if we re-
membered that we have invited Jesus to live in the “room” of our life?  When our jobs are get-
ting the best of us and that coworker doesn’t seem to understand anything, what would happen 
if we remembered what we shouted on Christmas Eve?   
 

I am guessing that if in 2020 we take an extra breath before we speak and remember that we 
have invited Jesus once again into our hearts and into our lives, our responses might be a little 
more gentler, a little more grace-filled and maybe even more helpful to those around us. 
 

In 2020, once again, Jesus comes to us and invites us to open our hearts and our lives to God’s 
love, mercy and grace. May we open our heart to God’s invitation and may we then live in God’s 
love, mercy and grace and share that with all around us. 
 
Blessed New Year,  

 

 

 

 

   

Thank you so much for the 
beautiful birthday cards,      
prayers, visits, etc. from Pastor 
Lesley, Claire Miller, Shirley 
Snyder and Caring Friends    
Ministry at St. John’s, Vicar    
Cassie and Gladys Downs.  
 

Thanks Shirley Snyder for the 
pretty Thanksgiving card and 
blessing.  
 

Blessings,  

As I reflect on 2019, I again realize how fortunate I 
am to work with such kind and caring people at  
St. John’s. In the last seven years as your Church   
Secretary I have witnessed many joyous occasions 
as well as many sad occasions. You all are truly like 
a second family to me.  When you are happy, I am 
happy and when you grieve, I grieve with you.  

During the holidays I feel so blessed with the       
outpouring of cards, treats and gifts. I hope      
everyone has a wonderful Christmas and a Happy 
and Healthy New Year.   

Blessings, 

Dear St. John’s Labyrinth Group,  

Thank you for such a warm welcome to your labyrinth during the T.L.S. tour. You were the 
warmest group ever! We were all remarking of your love and kindness! 

Thank you so much for a special week!! 

, T.L.S. member and Chairperson 
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Happy New Year! If you look at the calendar, 2020 has just begun. If you look at the church 
calendar, one season has past and the season of Christmas is near the end. Where has our 
earthly time gone? 
 
The choirs had a very busy Advent and Christmas season, between all of the anthems and the 
cantata. As I have said many times, St. John’s should be proud of all of the musical talents 
that make up the church. Many thanks to those who share with us, whether they are four or 
“hmm-ty four.” 
 
Many thanks to Glen Porter for purchasing Invitation to a Miracle, the choir’s Christmas  
cantata, in memory of his mother. We have presented it for three years and it is time to learn 
something new. If you would be interested in providing the resources for our next       
presentation, please let me know. The cost of 30 books, rehearsal and performance disks is 
approximately $450. It is a great way to honor someone special. 
 
Thank you to everyone for making a “joyful noise” in worship. You cannot imagine how   
wonderful it sounds where I sit, when you sing out.  
 
As you are making your New Year’s resolution I hope you include St. John’s in your plans. 
Maybe sing, or sing a little bit louder, or even join one of the musical groups. I have plenty of 
options for you. 
 
 The Handbell players are wonderful, but we could use a few more hands when we ring.  
 The Children’s Choir (or Boy Choir) could use a few more voices.   
 The Hand Chime group is AMAZING and ready to play more challenging music, but we    

also need a few more hands. 
 The Adult Choir is getting ready to prepare for Easter (possibly a new cantata?). You 

might want to make a short-term commitment. 
 Grace Notes has a good group of musicians but would welcome some more voices or     

instruments. 
 We also have two musicians who are willing to play preludes or during the offering. There 

have to be other talented people who could share. 
 
Whatever you are resolute about, I pray it includes 
 
Making a Joyful Noise, 
 

Director of Music 
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It’s that time of year again... 

Please submit your Ministry Team Reports for the Annual Report,   no 

later than January 26, 2020.  Please email your report to the church 
office at office@stjohnsparkville.org.  The Annual Report will be    
printed and ready for distribution in February.  

Happy New Year from the LEAD Team! As we enter a 

new year, the LEAD Team invites you to reflect on     
Proverbs 3: 5-6. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 

lean not on your own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge Him and He will 
direct your paths.” May this verse be a guiding principle for us all as we enter 2020. 
Thank you for your continued support!  

ATTENTION: LUNCHEON FOR USHERS  

On Sunday, January 26, 2020 after the 11 am service, there will be a 
luncheon for all Ushers in the Fellowship Hall. This will be a time to 
thank everyone who has served as an usher, and to go over the      
revised Ushers Handbook. Please RSVP to Tony Jasinski by Sunday, 
January 19, 2020.  
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We are excited to announce that St. John’s will be doing a new photo directory! 

The dates for photos will be February 10th, 11th and 12th. 

Appointments will be from 1:30 pm-9 pm. All families who have their photo taken will receive a 
free 8x10 print with the option to buy more. If you bring food for “Feed the Need”,                      

you will receive a discount on other photos. You will have the option to sign up online or at 
church starting this Sunday morning. If you have any questions,                                               

please contact Vicar Cassie at vicar@stjohnsparkville.org. 
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Men in Mission 
The Men-in-Mission meetings will resume in 2020 on Tuesday, January 7th at 7 pm 
in the Youth Room. We are currently studying the New Testament letter to the    
Hebrews. 
 

We will have our first breakfast together in the New Year on January 11th at the 
Overlea Diner at 9 am. 
 

In December, the Men-in-Mission made a donation to the Presents for Parkville 
campaign. 
 

We utilized the new toaster (dedicated to the memory of Ed Mueller) at our break-
fast in December. The Men-in-Mission would be willing to provide toast for com-
munion if requested! J 
 

Have a peaceful New Year! 
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Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule 

If you cannot serve on your assigned date, contact Sheila Bender. The office will send out your 
readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 410-665-1234. The schedule is 
posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe. 
 

Communion Assistant who did not lector, it is requested that you commune the Pastor and    
Assisting  Minister at the conclusion of  communion.  
 

Thank you, 

       

 Please join us for our January Lunch Bunch 
We will be going to Bowman Restaurant located at 
9306 Harford Road in Parkville on Sunday,       
January  12th, at 12:30 pm. Please contact Lee or 
Laurie Krieger for a reservation.  

Please put these      
dates on your          
calendar or share 
them with anyone you 

think might be interested. 

May 2nd : Youth Bingo @ St. Ursula           

Auditorium—Doors open at 6 pm, Bingo 
starts at 7 pm 

July 20th —24th : Vacation Bible School:       

9 am—12:30 pm 

September 19th : Autumn Festival:                

9 am—2 pm 
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Acolyte Schedule  
 
 
 
 
 

If you are unable to keep 
your scheduled time, please 
use the Acolyte List to find 
a replacement.  
 
Contact Rachel Hills at 
rm_hills@yahoo.com with 
any schedule changes as 
soon as possible. 
 

Thank you! 

      

  Open Altar Flower Date for 2020 

           Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or 

the church office at  office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone 
at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

May 3rd, 10th, 17th & 31st  January  5th, 12th & 26th 

February 2nd, 16th & 23rd June 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th 

March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th July 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th 

April 5th, 12th  & 19th August 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th  

AV Schedule 

Newsletter Articles for the  
February  
edition of the  
St. John’s Herald are 
due on January 15th. 
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Food for Thought—Donation boxes are in the second floor stairwell. We have an  immediate 
need for single serving cereal, applesauce and pudding.  This program would not be possible 
without your donations. Thank you for your generosity! 

Food Pantry-Our food pantry collections are donated to Victor’s Vittles at Christus Victor 
Lutheran Church. The items most needed are: canned fruit, Chef Boyardee, instant 
mashed potatos, can soup, cereal, canned chicken/tuna, peanut butter, jelly, side dishes, 
pasta and sauce.  

Veterans Counseling Centers-These centers provide counseling to Veterans suffering from 
PTSD and their families. Thank you for your donations to the Veterans. Everyone has been 
incredibly generous! Currently they need coffee, tea, and powdered creamer. The collection 
box is located on the second floor stairwell. Thank you for your help! 

Sunday School News 

 In Sunday School during the month of January the lessons will be: 
 1/5: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 1/12:   Isaiah 42:1-9 
 1/19:  John 1:29-42 

1/26:  1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
 

During January, the Forum will be led by Pastor Lesley. 

January Ushers  

Jim Morrow, Larry Conley, 
Jeannette & Milt Dutcher 

Terri Meekins, Claire Miller,  
Vickie Jasinski  

      Donut & Coffee Set Up Schedule  

January 5, 12, 19 
Barbara Mueller 
Maureen Vogtman 
Barb Gray 
 
January 26, February 2, 9 
Candi & Chad Votta 
Linda & Randi Burkhardt 
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Advent greetings, and please share with the           
congregation BISC's grateful thanks for the ten  
Christmas at Sea boxes filled and wrapped for our 
crews. You have a long history of support, but we 
never take for granted the investment of resources 
and time involved. And the seafarers definitely don't 
take for granted this bright spot in an otherwise dark 
and lonely time of year! 
 

Our opportunities to photograph crews are limited, 
but I'm attaching one from a recent delivery. 
 

Thanks and blessings, 

The. Rev. Mary Davisson, Director 
Baltimore International Seafarers’ Center 
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01/01 Jana Leonard 
01/01 Nicholas Schwab 
01/02 Robert Berner 
01/03 Barbara Pohlman-Walston 
01/04 Katherine Baile 
01/04 Christina Buckless 
01/04 Emma Evans 
01/04 Emma Gerber 
01/04 Hannah Houston 
01/05 Henry Ermer 
01/05 Douglas Weeks 
01/06 Ruth Meyers 
01/06 Leah Miller 
01/06 Duke Swinder 
01/07 Philip Ermer 
01/07 Lesley Radius 
01/07 Denise Swanhart 
01/07 Corey Votta 
01/08 Helen Lenz 
01/09 Shelby Kirby 
01/09 Andrew Klinedinst 
01/10 Olivia Calise 
01/10 Timothy Dunn 

01/11 Scott Dougherty 
01/14 Nicholas Billman 
01/14 Sharon Carletti 
01/14 Paul Huber 
01/14 Megan Schoenfliess 
01/14 Christian Wood 
01/15 Katherine Davidson 
01/15 Earl Hedges 
01/16 William Ford 
01/17 Mackenzie Ford 
01/18 Scott Miller 
01/18 Janine Stevens 
01/19 Suzanne Lindsay 
01/20 Ed Ford 
01/20 Dorothy Smith  100

th 

01/21 Arthur Pulket   90
th 

01/21 Vernon Reid 
01/21 Lilyanna Uhlman 
01/21 Jennie Votta 
01/22 Dennis Buckless 
01/23 Sheila Bender 
01/24 Rachel Hills 
01/24 Keri Magness 

01/24 Barbara Wright 
01/25 Deborah Miller 
01/25 Paige Morgan 
01/25 Kevin Platt 
01/26 William Carroll 
01/26 Ryan Haacke 
01/26 Raymond Miller 
01/27 Nicole Testudine 
01/28 Yoon Mee Chong 
01/28 Linda Houston 
01/29 Maleyna Klinedinst 
01/29 Gina McCall 
01/29 Paul Nolder  91

st 

01/29 Linda Wiley 
01/30 Jolene Black 
01/31 Stephanie Fitch 
01/31 David Fitch, Sr. 
01/31 Tammy Heyl 
 
  

January Birthdays 

January Baptismal Anniversaries 

January Wedding Anniversaries 

1/04 Izabella Uhlman 
1/04 Lilyanna Uhlman 
1/05 Taylor Kraus 
1/05 Colin Miller 
1/05 Giavanna Tilton 
1/05 Kayla Tilton 
1/06 Dylan Parsons 
1/10 Katherine Barnes 
1/10 Jacob Ermer 
1/12 Shelby Haacke 

1/15 Riley Baker 
1/17 George Toner 
1/18 Nathan Perzan 
1/19 Evan Snapp 
1/21 Brynlee Stinchcomb 
1/24 Joan Kraft 
1/25 Amanda Bender 
1/25 Henry Ermer 
1/29 Denise Nash 

1/05/1990 Vicky & Jeff Ring 
1/08/1977 David & Maureen Vogtman 
1/12/1974 Janet & Frank Curnoles 
1/23/1987 Elaine & Vernon Reid 
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Prayer List 
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