In this issue...

Council Concisely, Elects Call Committee
Interim Pastor John Spangler installed new Council members, elected
in the early December Zoom based Congregational Meeting, to begin
the December council meeting. The newly elected members are: Tony
Jasinski, David Kocan, Meghan McGhin, and Christian Wood. They were
welcomed into the Congregation Council and participated in this,
their first meeting. Expressions of thanksgiving and appreciation were
generously sent to Lisa Duerling, Chris Hills, Tony Jasinski, and Donna
McDonough for their service for the recent term.
In this briefer than usual meeting, the Congregation Council caught up
on housekeeping details such as minutes approved and regular reports
received. Treasurer Hills noted that giving was on the increase
following the year end invitation issued by the Council.

Schedules

The main action with the most importance was election of the Call
Committee that will undertake the search process for a new
permanently called Pastor. The council elected: Kelly Haacke, Susanne
Lindsay, Gina McCall, Linda Wiley, Lee Smith, and Brett Evans, and
Chris Hills as chair.

Congregation Meets on Zoom

Special January days

Screen shot from the December 6th meeting of the congregation. This
was a first ever electronic meeting over the Zoom platform, which has
hosted most of the Congregation’s Meetings since March of 2020. More
than 70 members were in attendance, exceeding the needed number
for a quorum. Elections and 2021 budget were the two topics for
action. Erick Brock, Chris Hills, and Michelle Evans were among the
team of people supporting this event.
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Pastor’s Paragraph
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert. -- Isaiah 43:19
Leaving behind 2020, this is a good time to begin to look ahead. It has been a rough year,
made all the harder by the coronavirus and its limitations upon our ability to assemble, meet,
and engage. With more than one vaccine on the way, I foresee the day coming, sometime this
year, when we can expect to find a more normal, natural pattern again.
A call committee will begin work this month on the first of its tasks, namely, the creation of a
ministry site profile. This compiled portrait of St. John’s enables prospective leaders to know
more about this ministry and mission, its setting, and the membership trends, needs, and
vision for future ministry. Good information is required in a process that yields a good
leader.
This means that there will be opportunities in one format or several to solicit information,
vision, thoughts, and ideas from the community of St. John’s. Knowledge about Parkville and
other “external” factors and trends will also be important.
In the meantime, we worship and pray, seek the sacraments and teach and learn. We will be
assessing worship format soon again, and you can be assured that we will share what we can
with those who are hungry and in need.
May we all enjoy blessings in the new year,
, Interim Pastor

Year End Giving UP
Chris Hills did not have final figures for the year, but noted on Sunday that
deposits exceeded $50,000 in December, representing a partial recovery from
the deficits that had been building most of the year. Watch for a more detailed
report after the final accounting is complete. In the meantime, thanks to all for
every gift, large and small.
Interim Pastor Vacation Jan 8-15
Pastor John will be on vacation for a week between Friday, January 8th and the
15th since this is one of the times of year that his wife Maria is not teaching
classes, enabling them to spend a few days at their cottage in NH. He will
attend the Executive Committee meeting via Zoom while away. Preaching
this Sunday (Jan 10th) will be the retired president of Gettysburg Seminary (now
United Lutheran Seminary), the Rev. Michael Cooper-White. Emergency
pastoral contact remains the same as usual.
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Sunday School News
Sunday School Lessons- Videos
Winter: Year B
1/3/2021

John 1:1-18- Jesus the Word
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCRgpaAlW0c

1/10/2021

Genesis 1:1-5- In the Beginning
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teu7BCZTgDs

1/17/2021

1 Samuel 3:1-20- God Calls Samuel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P13uIsFW7OA

1/24/2021

Jonah 3:1-5,10- Jonah in Nineveh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOSadLyqshg

1/31/2021

Mark 1:21-28- Healing in the Synagogue
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N22Y_S7uWQM

2/7/2021

Mark 1:29-39- Healing at Simon’s House
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEmIFDRUO8M

2/14/2021

2 Kings 2:1-12- Elijah and Elisha
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T5gAXoerjw
Mark your Calendar
St. John’s Confirmation Class will meet on the second Saturday of each month
beginning in January. We will meet on January 9, 2021; February 13, 2021; March
13, 2021; April 10, 2021; May 8, 2021 from 10 am to 12:30 pm. If you would like
more information regarding the Confirmation Program at St. John’s, please
contact Pastor John Spangler at pastorjohn@stjohnsparkville.org.

Are you looking for 2021 Summer Programs.....Well look no more!
Mar-Lu-Ridge Camp and Retreat Center has open registration
for their 2021 Summer Programs. Go to mlr@mar-lu-ridge.org
to choose which programs you would like to attend.
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Condolences to the Maxwell Family. Shirley Darling, the mother of Candy
Maxwell, passed away on 11/25/20. Funeral services and interment were
private.
Condolences to the Madden Family. Thomas Madden, the father of Sue Addison, passed
away on 12/5/20. A celebration of life will be held at a later date.

Condolences to the Hohne Family. Mary Hohne passed away on 12/7/20. Services and
interment were private.

Condolences to the Huber Family. Paul Huber passed away on 12/8/20. There was a private
graveside service on 12/11 at Parkwood Cemetery.

Condolences to the Arnold Family. Alma Arnold passed away on 12/19/20. There was no
visitation or public service.

Condolences to the Watkins Family. Shirley Watkins passed away on 12/20/20. The family
held a private graveside service on 12/28 at St. John’s Cemetery, but looks forward to
celebrating Shirley’s life when it is safe to gather in-person.

Worship Continues Online Only Through Mid-Month
In a December Council decision, worship continues in an online only
mode until the Taskforce and Council revisit the question mid-month.
So watch for updates after the Council meets on January 18th. In the
meantime, we are grateful for lectors and other volunteers who help
make this online community assembly possible.
Open Altar Flower Dates for 2021
January 17th, 24th and 31st

April 4th, 11th and 18th

February 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th

May 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd

March 7th, 14th and 21st

June 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at
office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date.
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Thank you Pastor John and my St. John’s family for
your prayers, cards and calls during my left knee
operation and recovery. I am going to therapy and
progressing as expected. Blessings to everyone. Take
care and stay safe.
In Christian Love,

I wanted to take this opportunity to send a big “Thank
You” to my St. John’s family for your prayers, phone
calls and Facebook posts before and after the passing of
my dear sister, Lynda Gehrig. Each sentiment brought
me and my family comfort. I especially want to express
my gratitude to Pastor John and Deacon Claire for
officiating at her services.

To all of my Church Friends,

Dear Claire & Your Committee,

We would like to take the time to say thank you so
much for all sympathy cards and phone calls after the
passing of my mother, Audrey Miller. I do miss you
all and it seems like forever since I last saw you.
Hopefully the new year will bring a change to all of
this.
Wishing you peace and good health in the new year.

Thank you and your committee for my Christmas bag of
surprises. The directory with pictures and addresses is
excellent. I like the size. I love the little pinecone
Christmas tree; it reminds me of the times that Jack and
I went to your events for the homebound people. We
made unique things and had lunch. The cookbook is
filled with delicious sounding recipes. I do appreciate
all the time and effort that went into preparation for all
of these things. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Fondly,

On behalf of the Shoebox Ministry, thanks to our
church family for the generous donations, both
monetarily and items for the shoeboxes. We filled
and wrapped 100 boxes and me the needs of the
Eastside Family Shelter. There were many happy
children on Christmas morning.
Thanks again for your kindness!

Please help Victor’s Vittles Food Pantry!
Due to the increased need in the community, the food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran Church needs
your help in keeping their food pantry stocked. They have managed to stay open during the pandemic,
supplying families in need. Donations may be dropped off to Christus Victor on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 1 pm to 3 pm, however other arrangements can be made by calling 410-668-8089. If
you would prefer to drop off your donations at St. John’s, feel free to do so and we will get the donations
to Christus Victor. Items needed are:
Spaghetti Sauce Taco, Chili, Meatloaf mixes

Cereal

Canned Fruit

Applesauce

Hamburger or Tuna Helper

Gravy Mix

Toothpaste

Soap

Shaving Cream

Deodorant

Pasta

Instant Mashed Potatoes
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Dear Friends in Christ at St. John's,

On behalf of seafarers, thank you very much for the 10 Christmas at Sea
packages, scarves, magazines, and calendars. We don't take this support
for granted during what has become a year of struggle for congregations
as well as for seafarers.
I had the pleasure of delivering gifts on the 24th and 26th (as well as many
other days in December). Some crews were able to celebrate, but others
had to work right through the holiday. For them, our gifts were the only
sign that Christmas is a special day.
Finally, I apologize for not writing sooner. The communication got a little muddled as the
combined delivery traveled to Linda Hollis and then to the Seafarers' Center.
Again, many thanks.
Christmas and New Year blessings,

To the Church Council and the People of St. John’s,
I am blessed to be able to work at a place that I love. All of you are like
family to me. At Christmas time, I always feel so overwhelmingly
special with all of the cards, treats and gifts. Though never expected,
they are always appreciated. I hope everyone had a very Merry
Christmas and I hope you all have a happy and healthy 2021!
Love and Blessings to all,

2021 Offering Envelopes are here......

Doing Any shopping online?
Support St. John’s when you shop.
Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/526012034 and Amazon donates to Saint John’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc.

Offering Envelopes are available for
pickup weekdays from 9 am to 3 pm. If
you are unable to pick up your envelopes,
let us know and we will make
arrangement to get them to you.
As always, thanks for
your generosity!
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Notes regarding the Prayer List:

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please call the church office at
410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.
The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since members
of the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t typically know the
status of their illness, we don’t know when they are well enough to be removed.
Please look over the prayer list and if there is someone who is doing well, please
contact the church office and ask to have them removed.

Zoom Bible Study with Pastor John
Wednesday, January 27th at 10 am
“The Year of St. Mark: An overview”
Send an email to the church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org
indicating your interest and we will send you the Zoom link.

Church Directory Update:
Newsletter Articles for the
February edition of the
St. John’s Herald are
due on January 15th.

The church directories have been
distributed to everyone who was
photographed. St. John’s
purchased a few additional copies
of the directory and we have them
available to a monetary donation for anyone
who would like to have one.

Lector Schedule for January
January 3rd

Amanda Portera

January 24th

Bonnie Spellman

January 10th

Lee Smith

January 31st

Tony Jasinski

January 17th

Megan Schoenfliess
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January Birthdays
01/01 Jana Leonard
01/01 Nicholas Schwab
01/02 Robert Berner
01/03 Barbara Pohlman-Walston
01/04 Katherine Baile
01/04 Christina Buckless
01/04 Emma Evans
01/04 Emma Gerber
01/04 Hannah Houston
01/05 Henry Ermer
01/06 Ruth Meyers
01/06 Leah Miller
01/06 Duke Swinder
01/07 Philip Ermer
01/07 Denise Swanhart
01/07 Corey Votta
01/09 Shelby Kirby
01/10 Timothy Dunn
01/14 Nicholas Billman
01/14 Sharon Carletti
01/14 Megan Schoenfliess

01/14 Christian Wood
01/15 Earl Hedges
01/16 William Ford
01/17 Mackenzie Ford
01/18 Scott Miller
01/18 Janine Stevens
01/19 Suzanne Lindsay
01/20 Ed Ford
01/21 Arthur Pulket 91st
01/21 Vernon Reid 80th
01/21 Jennie Votta
01/22 Dennis Buckless
01/23 Sheila Bender
01/24 Rachel Hills
01/24 Keri Magness
01/24 Barbara Wright
01/25 Deborah Miller
01/25 Paige Morgan
01/26 William Carroll 85th
01/26 Ryan Haacke
01/26 Raymond Miller

01/27 Meghan McGhin
01/27 Nicole Testudine
01/28 Yoon Mee Chong
01/29 Gina McCall
01/29 Paul Nolder 92nd
01/29 Linda Wiley
01/30 Jolene Black
01/30 Michael Fischer
01/31 Tammy Heyl

January Baptismal Anniversaries
01/05 Taylor Kraus
01/05 Colin Miller
01/05 Giavanna Tilton
01/05 Kayla Tilton
01/05 Teagan Mumford
01/06 Dylan Parsons
01/10 Katherine Barnes
01/12 Shelby Haacke
01/17 George Toner

01/18 Nathan Perzan
01/19 Evan Snapp
01/24 Joan Kraft
01/25 Henry Ermer
01/29 Denise Nash

January Wedding Anniversaries
1/8/1977 David & Maureen Vogtman
1/12/1974 Janet & Frank Curnoles
1/23/1987 Elaine & Vernon Reid

10

Prayer List
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January Calendar
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Kid’s Corner
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