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In this issue... 

Schedules 

 

Special July days 

 How does one say goodbye? 
 

As most of you know, my last Sunday as the Vicar at St. John’s is 
July 21st. As I write this final newsletter article, I am thinking about 
how to say goodbye. How do I properly and sufficiently say     
goodbye after 11 months of crab feasts, donuts, potlucks, lemon 
bars, and fudge? After the Bull Roast, Bingo, Breakfast with Santa, 
the Christmas Bazaar, and the Autumn Festival? After lunches at 
the Bowman, Jerry D’s, Pappa’s, Friendly Farm, Das Bierhalle, China 
Delight, Dominick’s, Koco’s, and Conrad’s? After Grace Notes      
rehearsals and the beautiful choir cantatas? After lovely home and 
hospital visits with so many of you? After encouragement I got 
from every sermon I’ve preached?  
 

My first response is to say thank you. Saying thank you doesn’t 
seem sufficient enough, though, after these past 11 months of    
hospitality, growth, learning, welcome, and invitation. This leads 
me to a question I’ve been thinking about a lot lately: How does 
one say goodbye?  
 

We have all had “goodbye” experiences. Saying goodbye to a loved 
one before or after death. Saying goodbye to a loved one who lives 
far away. Saying goodbye to a house full of memories. Saying 
goodbye to a job and co-workers. Saying goodbye to middle or 
high school friends at the end of the year. Saying goodbye to      
relatives when the party is over. How does one say goodbye?  
 

There are usually a lot of “thank you”s and “see you later”s. There 
are usually hugs and kisses and laughter and tears and memories 
shared and “I love you”s. I am now reminded of when a seminarian 
friend of mine from Minnesota taught me about the infamous 
“Minnesota Goodbye,” in which people in the Midwest take         
copious amounts of time to say goodbye. Urban Dictionary defines 
the “Minnesota Goodbye” as “when one person has to leave, they 
proceed to talk for another hour, then the departing party is 
walked to the front door, where they talk for another hour, then 
the departing party gets walked to their car while the host family 
talks to them through the car window for an hour, and finally the 
departing couple SLOWLY departs down the drive, yelling back & 
forth with the host family.” It’s quite hilarious, and I am also    
thankful I don’t live in Minnesota! I’m fonder of the “Irish        
Goodbye,” which is “when someone makes an exit without advance 
notice or saying goodbye - thus avoiding any displaying any     
emotion.” 
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For those of you with internet access, watch this hilarious video about the Minnesote Goodbye: 
https://www.facebook.com/tptpbs/videos/how-to-talk-minnesotan-the-long-
goodbye/10155786821199030/ 
 

Jesus also teaches us about goodbyes in our Maundy Thursday text, John 13. This is where Jesus 
says goodbye to his disciples because he knows he will be leaving them soon. What did Jesus do 
when he knew he was about to depart? He “got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him” (John 13:4-5). Jesus served his 
disciples and showed them his love, and then instructs them to do the same to others: “So if I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I 
have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you” (John 13:14-15). Jesus 
says goodbye by showing his disciples true, humble, selfless love. He washes their feet and he 
teaches them, saying “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another” (John 13:34).  
 

Jesus teaches us here that love is how you say goodbye. 
 

Love is at the heart of our faith. Love leads us to smile, hug, kiss, cry, and feel immense pain 
when we say goodbye; that is how powerful love is. I am reminded of the children’s song I 
learned in Sunday School: “Love, love, love. That’s what it’s all about! Since God loves us we love 
each other, mother, father, sister, brother. Everybody scream and shout! Cause that’s what it’s 
all about. It’s about love, love, love. That’s what it’s all about! Since God loves us.…” This song 
could go on forever because the ending is the beginning… just like Christ’s love and our love for 
each other. Love never ends. Love keeps us going, love leads us into the future, and love brings 
us back home. 
 

It is with love that I say goodbye to St. John’s. You all have shown me immense love. You have 
shown me love through your hospitality, support, words, and deeds. You have taught me more 
than I could ever have imagined. You have showered me with your Christ-like love and affirmed 
call to ministry. As much as I have done for you at St. John’s, you all have done all the more for 
me. Love is something we can never forget, and I certainly won’t forget the love you all have 
shown me. 
 

As I go back to seminary for one more year, I will hold onto the love you have shown me and 
spread it. My hope is that you continue to show love to each other as you have so wonderfully 
showed me. And when we fail to show each other love, which happens often, may we ask for  
forgiveness and start again. No matter what, Christ loves us and calls us to spread that love with 
everyone we encounter, especially in our goodbyes. Amen! 
 

May God bless you and keep you in God’s never-ending 
love. 
 

With Christ’s love, 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/tptpbs/videos/how-to-talk-minnesotan-the-long-goodbye/10155786821199030/
https://www.facebook.com/tptpbs/videos/how-to-talk-minnesotan-the-long-goodbye/10155786821199030/
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My husband and I were talking about the weather the other day and how difficult Baltimore 
heat is because of the humidity. He was saying that on hot days his family would have dinner in 
the basement. They would put blankets on the floor and sleep there instead of in their beds. 
  
I guess we were luckier. My father had put an upstairs to our small house in Overlea and the 
girls (all 3 of us) shared a room up there. He installed a temperature sensitive window fan to pull 
the heat in or out of the house, whichever was needed. Sleeping upstairs wasn’t too bad. During 
the day we either lived outside or spent the day at (air-conditioned) friends’ houses. 
 

Here at St. John’s we are also spending time in the cooler part of the building. The Fellowship 
Hall is really getting used this summer. In addition to the regular activities, we are also          
worshiping there. 
 

Worship these past few Sundays have been filled with energy. It is wonderful to see the need to 
add chairs! If you haven’t worshiped with us, please join us. 
 

Three weeks this summer the Hall will be filled with children’s voices. In addition to VBS (which 
is filled) there are 2 weeks of music. 
 

The Camps are filling quickly. The Primary Music Campette (K-2) has almost double the number 
of campers! The Musical Camp will half-filled!  
 

I could use some HELP! We could use  
 Assistants! High school, college students and adults with creative minds and patience.  
      The primary campers will be moving, singing, creating and playing instruments, as well as   
       reading music. The Musical Campers will be creating scenery, acting, singing, learning  
      staging. We have some of the bases covered but could use a few more. I promise to find a  
      place for you where you will be comfortable. 
 Thrivent Grants! I have a promised grant for the Musical Camp, but would love to have 

another for the Primary Camp and one for the Musical Camp dinner. 
 As the need grows for material donations, I will let you know. 
 
Mark your calendar for the Patriotic Sing Along on Sunday, July 7. We will begin at 9:15. To sing 
our favorites before worship at 10:00. 
 
As you join us this summer, remember to keep  
Making a Joyful Noise, 
 

Director of Music  
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Worship Update 

Thank you so much for your participation in worship this summer.  It is certainly an adventure, 
in a different place, with different ways of doing things, finding places to put our hymn books, 
leaving the chairs with arms for those who need it perhaps more than we do, etc.  Despite all of 
these different things, one thing remains the same worship is still with the same focus…giving 
praise and thanks to God. 

Starting June 23rd through September 1st, we will have a sermon series on the “Good Ole’ Bible 
Stories.” I wanted to share with you how this idea came about. I had a conversation with a      
confirmation student this past year asking her how she would like to continue to grow in her 
faith after her classes were completed.  She told me, “Pastor, I want to learn the stories of the 
Bible.  I don’t know them well.” 

I started to think of how we might share these wonderful stories like Creation, Moses and the 10 
Commandments, Noah’s Ark, Jesus feeding the 5000 and the lists goes on, with everyone at 
church.  Whether or not, we have heard these stories only once or many times in our lives, these 
great stories show us over and over what an incredible God we have; a God of power, might and 
unconditional love. 

It dawned on me this summer was a great opportunity to share the stories.  We have moved 
down to the Fellowship Hall for worship as our elevator is modernized and we have streamlined 
worship so we have time to tell the stories and celebrate the wonder of God. 

You will notice that even our bulletin is changing for the summer.  We are using the same order 
of service printed on a laminated sheet of paper from June 23rd through September 1st and we 
are only having one reading focused on the particular Bible story. Do you know that by reusing 
our worship guide weekly, we save 600 pieces of paper a week, plus the energy to make the  
copies, etc.  That is certainly a step toward being a good steward of God’s creation. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support of God’s mission and ministry at St. John’s 
and beyond this summer and always.  Let us continue to focus on doing God’s work, with our 
hands.  I will see you in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

God’s blessings and my prayers,  
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Notes from the 2019 DC/MD Synod Assemby 

 

The 2019 Synod Assembly was again held in Hunt Valley, from May 30th through June 1st.   
Highlights were the sermons delivered by Laura Heller of the Creation Care Committee,   
Bishop Gohl, and acting Bishop Clare Burkat.  Bishop Clare is standing in for Bishop Gohl 
while he’s on a much needed sabbatical.  These sermons highlighted God’s messages of    
caring for the earth and each other, and each was inspiring in its own way.  Lots of business 
was carried on, and reports were given, with limited dissent, making it a positive experience 
for all. 
 

The big take-away for me was the admonition to read, study, and pray about the Bible daily.  
We had 3 different speakers talking about how to read the Bible, and how to make time for 
daily study.  Each assembly goer was given a copy of the Moravian devotional book giving 3 
daily texts.  Additionally, we were given a link to the newly launched DC/MD Synod App.  
This includes news from the Synod, a summary of the assembly, as well as the Moravian text 
and the Bible.  In fact, I get a daily message to remind me of the daily texts.  Below you will 
find the information on the app.   
 

St. John’s would like to thank those who gave their time to attend the assembly this year.  
Thanks to Janine Stevens, Doug Meekins, Donna McDonough, Chris Hills, for the hospital-
ized Claire Miller, Vicar Bridget, and Pastor Lesley.  Tony Jasinski also attended as a member 
of the Synod Council.   
 

Anyone interested in participating should try to go next year as it will again be local, at Hunt 
Valley.  
 

The app can be accessed by searching for DE/MD Synod in the App Store. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville  

Congregational Meeting  

May 19, 2019 

 

Called to order at 11:04 

 

Pastor opened with prayer. 

 

Quorum reached with 130 members present. 

 

Election ~   Janine Stevens has been nominated as Assistant Treasurer.  No other    

nominees came forward so Janine has been elected by acclamation. 

 

Thank you’s from Ministry Teams 

Each council member lifted up one thing to be thankful for from this past year. 

 

LEAD Team Update ~ Nicole Collins spoke about the progress of the LEAD Team, and 

the results of the congregational survey. 

 

Elevator Modernization Update ~  As of May 15, we have raised $12,922 of the $155,000 

needed for the work.  Work will begin with the installation of the new jack the end of May.  
There will be a break until July 22 when they will return to complete the work which 
should be finished in time for the state inspection on September 4.  Worship will be held 
in the Fellowship Hall throughout the summer with worship at 10 AM. 

 

General and Sacrificial Giving ~  

As of our last report, we are about $8000 short of our budget.  Asking for folks to    
consider giving up something in order to add their giving. 

We will need to consider another capital campaign in order to refurbish our stained 
glass windows. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:38 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna McDonough 
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 Giving Opportunities  
 

 

  

  

Food for Thought— We will be taking a break during the summer, but will resume this  
program in the fall. We will begin collecting in August to get ready for the 2019-2020 
school year. This program would not be successful without your donations. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

Veterans Counseling Centers-These centers provide counseling to Veterans suffering from 
PTSD and their families. By the collection box, we have posted additional information on the 
programs provided. The funding they receive does not provide for extras and we felt called to 
help them. They need donations of coffee, sugar and sugar free packets, non-dairy creamer, 
and hot cups. They have expanded their request to include materials to promote  relaxation. 
They need  acrylic paint, canvas, brushes, colored pencils, adult coloring books, Yoga pads 
and mats. The collection box is located on the second floor stairwell.  Thank you for your 
help! 

We asked and we received!  

We would like to thank everyone for their sugar donations for the making of  the jellies and jams 
that are sold at our Annual Christmas Bazaar. Because of your generous donations, we don’t need 
anymore sugar.  

Many thanks from the Busy Bees 

Food Pantry-Our food pantry collections are donated to Victor’s Vittles at Christus Victor 
Lutheran Church. The items most needed are: canned fruit, Chef Boyardee, instant mashed 
potatos, can soup, cereal, canned chicken/tuna, peanut butter, jelly, side dishes, pasta and 
sauce.  

 

Summer Update 

I am so pleased to see so many  people in worship this summer. Thank you for your patience and 
participation in worship in the Fellowship Hall as the elevator is being modernized. TKE is moving 
right along on the modernization project as they promised. We have a scheduled state inspection 
on September 3, 2019.  
 

This summer, we also had some other inspections, including the Baltimore County Fire                
Department. We had to make some adjustments to be in compliance with code. Please thank Lee 
Smith, Gary Lawrence, Josh Hills and Tony Jasinski when you get a chance for the changes they 
made to keep us within code.  

 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about what is happening at St. John’s, please call 
me, email me at ebpro66@yahoo.com or stop me at church on a Sunday.  

 

Your Friend in Christ,  

, Council President  
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Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule 

If you cannot serve on your assigned date, contact Sheila Bender. The office will send out 
your readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 410-665-1234. The     
schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe. 

Communion Assistant who did not lector, it is requested that you commune the Pastor and   
Assisting Minister at the conclusion of communion.  

Thank you, 

       July Ushers  
Jim Morrow, Larry Conley,  
Milt & Jeanette Dutcher and  
Vickie Jasinski  

Newsletter Articles 
for the August 
edition of the  

St. John’s Herald are due on  
July 15th. 

      Please join us for our July Lunch Bunch 

We will be going to Friendly Farm Restaurant    
located at 17434 Foreston Road in Upperco on 
Sunday, July 14th, at  11:30 am. Please contact Lee 
or Laurie Krieger for a reservation.  
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Acolyte Schedule 

If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please use the Acolyte List to find a replacement.  
Contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com with any schedule changes as soon as possible. 
 

Thank you! 

     Open Altar Flower Dates for 2019 

 

 

      Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at  
      office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

 September 22nd November 17th 

October 13th and 20th   December 15th and 29th 

                        Outdoor Movie Night! 

 Saturday, July 13th 

   7:30 pm Gathering, 8 pm Movie Start 

   St. John’s Parking Lot  
  Popcorn and drinks provided. Rain or Shine.  

  Bring your own lawn chair.   

                       Movie will be announced soon! 
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To the Coffee & Donut Volunteers, 

Thank you to all the coffee and donut volunteers who helped to make our Fellowship 
time another success. Everyone enjoys the coffee, juice and those yummy donuts! 
We appreciate your help and time. We’re always looking for additional volunteers to 
add to the team. Please  consider helping. It’s only a three week rotation and it’s an 
easy job! You may call the church office at  410-665-1234 if you are willing to help. 

Thanks so much and have a great summer! 

St. John’s Congregation,  

Thank you for all the well wishes and   
prayers during my recent surgeries.     
Certainly, all those prayers were heard 
and all turned out successful. 

Again, thanks you. 

Dear Lisa & Labyrinth Promise-Keepers, 

Thank you for the wonderful work you have         
continued with the labyrinth! It looks awesome,     
indeed a place of grace! 

It was a joy to be a part of the World Labyrinth Day 
Observance and to be with such friends! You are 
great workers of faith and shining faces of God’s 
beauty in the world. 

I look forward to visiting the labyrinth  often and 
staying in touch with you.  

Love,                                                                            

 

Rev. Radius,  

My wife and I attended Emilia Behr’s memorial Sunday, June 2nd , along with three 
other St. Mary’s members. We would like to give a heartfelt “Thank You.” The entire 
service was beautiful. We would also like to thanks those who helped with the repass. 
The food was outstanding.  

Your spiritual hospitality was deeply appreciated. Everyone was so friendly and very 
accommodating. Again, Thank You.  

(soft spoken speaker) 

(Emilia tricked into joining St. Mary’s) 



 13 

 



 14 

 



 15 

 



 16 

 



 17 

 



 18 

 



 19 

 

07/01 Patricia Dunn 
07/01 Kathryn Evans 
07/01 Lauren Klinedinst 
07/02 Zachary Menges 
07/02 Samantha Zimmer 
07/03 Mary Jane O'Brien 
07/03 Brittany Sommer 
07/03 Samantha Weeks 
07/04 Joyce Pickett 
07/05 Jeffrey Cline, Sr. 
07/06 Erin Dougherty 
07/06 Mark Hofmann 
07/06 Robert Scott 
07/06 John Stevens 
07/06 Sue Tindall 
07/08 Olivia Shull 
07/08 Laurie Vaught 
07/09 Stephanie Alford 
07/09 Donna McCann 
07/09 Carolyn Sauthoff 
07/10 Gary Burkhardt, Sr. 
07/10 Emily Rash 
07/10 Marianne Snyder 
07/11 James Morrow  80

th 

07/12 Robert Suznick 
07/14 Deborah Lancelotta 

07/14 Nathan Perzan 
07/14 Gayle Schindler 
07/15 Christopher Hills 
07/16 Helen Baker  90

th 

07/16 Alvera Rush  100
th 

07/16 Carol Stifler 
07/16 Adam Stiles 
07/17 Simon Blazakis 
07/17 Robin Cappucci 
07/17 Michael Meekins 
07/18 Louis Carletti 
07/18 Nancy Ford 
07/18 Robert Morgan 
07/19 Roy Klein 
07/19 Cory McCall 
07/19 Mildred Schaffer  93

rd 

07/20 Jacob Tindall 
07/21 Candi Votta 
07/22 Gloria Stadnik 
07/23 Daniel Gerber 
07/24 Dan Eck 
07/24 Misty Murnane 
07/25 Janet Curnoles 
07/25 John Meyers III 
07/25 Barbara Schlicht 
07/25 Catherine Tracey  85

th 

07/26 Haley Murnane 
07/27 Colton Francus 
07/27 Kelly Haacke 
07/27 Anthony Hospelhorn 
07/28 Lisa Duerling 
07/28 Marie Kramer 
07/30 Margaret Eubert  90

th 

07/30 Carol Shaw 
07/30 Helen Vaccarino 
07/31 Henry Ermer 
07/31 Nicholas Holland 
07/31 Oliver Snapp  

July Birthdays 

July Baptismal Anniversaries 

July Wedding Anniversaries 

07/00 Nancy Ford 
07/00 Kathryn Evans 
07/00 Landon Ullmann 
07/02 Dominic Lancelotta 
07/10 Victoria Jasinski 
07/13 Jay Foreman 
07/13 Jennifer Brock 
07/17 Garrett Morgan 
07/18 Peter Gerber 
07/19 Amanda Weeks 
07/19 David Nash, Jr. 
07/19 Finley Kirkpatrick 

07/20 Carly Coffman 
07/20 Yoon Mee Chong 
07/22 David Evans 
07/23 Kyle Cappucci 
07/23 Johanna Gray 
07/24 Mackenzie Ford 
07/27 Gregory McEvers Jr. 
07/28 Kira Shull 
07/30 Laura Wolfe 
07/31 Hayden Miller 

7/1/1967 Barb & Bob Berner 
7/5/1985 Peggy & Dennis Buckless 
7/13/2002 Christopher & Julie Perzan 
7/15/2011 Paul & Heather Swinder 
7/17/2007 Linda & David Kocan 
7/21/1991 J.B. & Darli Sommer 
7/21/2000 Matt & Luara Sparks 
7/24/2010 Stephanie & Kevin Platt 
7/25/1992 Rachel & Christopher Hills 
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Prayer List 
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