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In this issue... 

Schedules 

Special July days 

  Has anyone else been having a bit of trouble keeping track of 
time lately? I say this not just as an excuse for being more        
consistently five minutes late to everything, but also because the 
circumstances of our world have made it more difficult to create 
and keep steady routines and habits. For myself, hours and days 
seem to blend together in odd ways; my breaks between Zoom 
meetings feel as if they are all the same length, whether in        
actuality my commitments are five minutes or five hours apart. 
Colleagues and friends have passed around articles from different 
psychology sources that explain that it’s completely natural, in 
this time of stress and isolation and global worry, that our brains 
just don’t work as efficiently as they used to. 
 

As summer settles in deeper all around us, it feels like a good   
moment to loosen our grasp on clocks and cell phones, to fall 
asleep without setting an alarm for the next morning, to sit     
outdoors with a friend six feet away and look around in surprise 
when we realize the sun has actually set. I have all these wishes 
for long afternoons of reading on a beach somewhere, or rainy 
days where I finally convince my partner to watch the extended       
versions of Lord of the Rings with me. And if you’re anything like 
me, motivation to move forward is rare and fleeting. 
 

But the truth, both stress-inducing and reassuring at the same 
time, is that the world keeps spinning and God continually calls 
us forward, even when we want desperately to stay still. Since the 
last Sunday when we all worshipped and ate and wept and 
laughed together, a lot of things have felt like they are on pause. 
We have postponed celebrations like confirmation and first   
communion. We have mourned losses in our own homes, and 
promised ourselves a future where we can commiserate and 
reminisce with more than just our immediate family. I have a rule 
for myself that when I want to make a big decision, whether 
about a relationship or a new hair  color, I have to wait a few 
days—so that I never make an important change out of            
overwhelming emotion or momentary insecurity. Right now, I’d 
have to wait over four months to be sure I’m not just acting out of 
fear. 
 

Our new normal means experiencing so much we had never   
considered, and we are moving forward anyway. During long 
hours that make up short weeks, we are jumping into                  
experiments and projects and brand-new activities, hoping       
fervently that somewhere, God’s placed a safety net to catch us.      
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 Would you like to send some cheer to our friends 
at Brightview Senior Living? 

 
Since so many senior living facilities have been tightly closed for months and the residents 

may be feeling isolated during this time, let's remind them that we are thinking of them. You 
can send cards, drawings, notes to: 

 
Brightview - White Marsh 

8100 Rossville Blvd. 
Nottingham, MD 21236  

                                                  Attn: Heather 
 

The director will make sure your things are given to the residents who could use a                
pick-me-up! This is a great project for kids on summer break, and we will provide new         

addresses/other organizations to write to throughout the next few weeks! 

And this is what keeps me going even on the days when I want to stay in a blanket cocoon. Since 
the day St. John’s closed its building doors, we have opened other doors and continued to        
welcome people into God’s church in so many creative ways. 
 

Online worship has reached friends and loved ones across the country, and has included        
members of our congregation who might never have participated in a worship leadership role   
before! We have filled the trunk of my car more than three times with food to be distributed to 
those in need in the Parkville area. My Zoom account has hosted church members for Bible study 
and fellowship, urgent action items and thoughtful prayer gatherings—and attendees have ranged 
in age from three years old to around ninety-three. Especially now, as Maryland cautiously starts 
to open up, our reopening task force gathers weekly to attend to the needs of our community, to 
protect their health and safety and to imagine how we can follow God’s calling into what comes 
next. Movement happens, and God is continually making all things new, even when we want to 
resist and slow everything down. 
 

And for me, as St. John’s Vicar, the journey towards ordination has also continued throughout all 
these unprecedented events. On May 30th, after several weeks of paper-writing and evaluation 
meetings with church members, Pastor John and Pastor Nancy, and seminary professors, I was 
approved for ordination by the Metro New York Synod’s candidacy committee! This is the final of 
three steps on the path to ordination, and definitely was a bright spot of affirmation while       
ministry has felt uncertain. The next step for me is to fill out my Rostered Minister Profile, which 
will be available to call committees of the whole church so that I can find the congregation     
looking for a pastor with my gifts and growing edges. This means another couple of weeks of 
writing and paperwork—and it’s a good thing that God has been generous with what sustains me 
and reminds me of why I minister. 
 

And the people of St. John’s sustain me each and every day, both in spirit and in body, as I will 
continue to work for the congregation after my internship ends until I receive my first call! 
Which is to say: as God walks forward with us all, and encourages us to grow in the midst of so 
much uncertainty, Ramona the cat and I are not moving on from our community here at St. 
John’s just yet. 
 

Blessings to you all! 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/8100+Rossville+Blvd.+%0D%0A+Nottingham,+MD+21236?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/8100+Rossville+Blvd.+%0D%0A+Nottingham,+MD+21236?entry=gmail&source=g
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Notes from the Virtual  
Organ Bench 

 On a musical note, the Musical Camp and Primary Campette have been cancelled this     
summer. There is too much uncertainty to run them successfully and safely. Look for them 
to return in 2021. 
 
This month I am not going to focus on music, but instead our “worship situation.” It’s been 
so long since we have worshipped in person and we are all feeling the anticipation.         
Businesses are opening, restaurants are beginning to serve again and life is getting busy. So, 
when are we going to open? 
 
That is the Million Dollar question. Our opening can be compared to having a baby.  
 
 First you receive the news of our new addition and the questions begin. (When will the 

church open? How will it open? What should we do now?)  
 Then you start to make plans about names, needs, how our life will be different. (How will 

we make this work? Do we have masks, sanitizer? What do we need to remove from the 
sanctuary?)  

 As the months pass and the baby grows, we wait… and make preparations. (Virtual     
worship services entered our lives and have evolved over time to be closer to in-person 
services. A group has been formed to look at bringing people back into the building.)   

 As the big day gets closer we concentrate on the final details. (Plans have been made,   
adjustments to physical space are made, safeguards put into place.) 

 Finally, the big day arrives and our lives are changed forever. Gone are those Saturday 
morning moments of leisure, the spontaneous trips, the perfectly ordered life. (Parts of 
the service will be adjusted or eliminated. Communion, singing, choirs, community 
speaking, sharing of the peace will all look different for a while.) 

 
It takes nine months for a baby to arrive, seven months in the case of our first. For church to 

reopen it is going to take some time, not quite nine months, to plan and put everything in 
place. It takes patience. It also takes a willingness to be tolerant and adjust. As with a new 
baby, nothing is going to go exactly as it looked “in the picture.” We will be constantly 
making changes. 

 
But, in the end, things will work out. We will be together. Though the Easter season is past, 

we will still experience the Resurrection and a rebirth. We will be able to celebrate. I look 
forward to seeing everyone again. 
 

In the meantime, please join us for our virtual worship services. Keep singing the hymns in 
the safety of your home and as always, keep 
 

Making a joyful noise! 

Director of Music 
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EVERYONE COUNTS 

  
The Census determines how many Congressional seats a state will have.              

Additionally, the  results help determine how more than $675 billion in federal      

funding is distributed to states and communities. It’s also mandated by the          

Constitution: The U.S. has counted its population every 10 years since 1790. 

Federal funding helps our community in many critical areas, including: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responding to the Census is easy. You may complete the copy that was mailed to 

your home, by phone, or online. Go to 2020Census.gov to complete and for more 

information about the 2020 Census. An extension has been given due to the    

COVID-19 Pandemic.  

Why it Matters  

 Education  Medical Research 

 Public Safety  Disability Services 

 Addiction Treatment & 
      Prevention 

 Children’s Health Insurance 

 Job Training  Food & Nutrition Programs 

 Housing Assistance  Programs for the Aging 

 Business Loans  Transportation 

 Water & Waste Disposal   

Sunday School News 
 

During this time of separation, we are happy to announce that our 
friends at Sparkhouse are offering weekly online  
Family Sunday School. Go to the Sparkhouse link to participate.  
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-
school/ 
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 Keep in touch with St. John’s. 
 
In this time of social distancing, there is no need to feel   
distant from your church  family! We are excited to continue to offer 
weekly Zoom meetings that you may want to join. These will continue 
until it is safe to meet at church again. 

 

Storytime with Vicar Cassie: Wednesdays at 1pm 
Get your little ones (age 10 and under) ready for Bible stories and encouragement right from Vicar 
Cassie's living room. Special appearances by Ramona the cat! 
 

St. John's Youth Hangout: Thursdays at 7pm 
All youth (middle and high school) are invited to this fellowship time where we will check in with 
each other, show off our pets, and try to figure out the bright side of online school :) 
 

Leadership Brainstorm: First Monday of month at 7pm 
On the first Monday of the month all church leaders (from ANY ministry team!) are invited to 
check in with one another, share information, and dream up all the great things we can do now... 
and later! 
 

Zoom Coffee Hour: Sunday, June 28th at 11:45 am  
Join us after worship for a time to be together. Stay as little or as long as you like. You do not need 
internet access to join the meeting. You can simply call in on your phone.  
 

But how do I use Zoom? 
Check your email for each week’s links, and click on the link when the meeting you want to attend 
is scheduled to start. You will be prompted to download the application Zoom onto your          
computer or smart phone, and when the meeting begins, you will be able to log on using your    
device's audio and camera. 

 
Go to our Facebook page: 

 facebook.com/stjohnslutheranchurchparkville 
for virtual services!  

 

If you don’t use Facebook another option to view our virtual services is YouTube:  
Go to: St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville 

 

If you have a need (for phone calls, prayer, resources) 
email office@stjohnsparkville.org 

or call the church office at 410-665-1234 
 

When will church be open again?  

Though the building is closed, the church is still open in homes across our community, and in 
everything that each of you are doing to help your neighbors. We will continue to be the church 
through virtual worship for a while longer, while our staff and council think about what it will 
look like to meet again in person while keeping everyone safe! Our top priority is to meet again 
someday with all of you, not to rush into anything before we have a plan. We are listening to the 
guidance of Baltimore County officials, our synod bishop, and presiding bishop. Please keep an 
eye out for emails and other correspondence from St. John’s coming soon, and get in touch with 
Pastor John or Erick Brock if you have any questions or concerns.  
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Council Meeting Highlights 
Council Creates Task Force to Plan Reopening Building, In Person Meeting 
 
The Council began tackling some of the thorny, complex issues facing the congregation in its 
regular monthly meeting June 15th.  It appointed a task force led by Tony Jasinski and Interim 
Pastor John to sort through the public safety issues, and the best practice recommendations 
of the synod and ELCA, as well as the CDC.  They noted that requests to use the building for 
meetings are beginning to come, as staff reported.   
 
Masks and proper distancing are requested for anyone visiting the offices, as well as a call for 
an appointment to keep the numbers gathered inside small.  When present, staff members are 
maintaining distancing, and will log all visitors to facilitate contact tracing if necessary.  The 
task force will be looking at questions of small groups and committees, outside groups, and 
the prospects of outdoor gathering for worship, indoor worship, and/or the distribution of 
the sacraments. Final decisions belong to the Council, but this task force is gathering            
information, including a major survey of members, and utilizing public health practices to     
create a plan for St. John’s. The task force also includes: Jessica Whitfield, Deacon Claire,    
Bonnie Spellman, Amanda Portera, Sue Addison and Vicar Cassie. 
 
The Council endorsed a report that interprets the mission and ministries of St. John’s initiated 
and compiled by Erick Brock, working with ministry leaders and staff. This digital and print 
document will be sent to members by the end of June or early July.  
 
A working group appointed to explore the temporary extension of the Vicar’s ministry at St. 
John’s, beyond the technical end of her internship, announced an agreement for a short-term 
contract, August – October, with the possibility of extending it. The Vicar will be entering the 
ELCA assignment process in October and St. John’s leaders chose to utilize the Vicar’s       
availability to extend her service as a pastoral assistant until her formal call process get        
underway.  She was approved for ordination by the ELCA this spring. Council approved the 
contract.   
 
Council heard plans to create a digital/virtual VBS this summer and received an update on 
those plans for the theme “Bible Brave.” A finance report that shows the congregation’s        
income is down about $15,000 compared to budget (year to date a year ago was down $5,000 
against budget) but giving has been remarkably steady through the COVID 19 shut down.  

DE/MD Synod ~ COVID-19 Response 
 The DE/MD Synod fundraising effort to assist churches most               
financially affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic and beyond is winding 
down . This campaign will end on June 30, 2020. Go to the Synod link: 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/644796  and select “Synod Ministry 
Fund—COVID-19” from the menu selection to make a gift towards this effort. Thanks to everyone 
who has contributed!  

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/644796
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St. John's 2020 Vacation Bible School Update   

 

A registration form is available for our virtual VBS program that will take 
place online from July 20th to July 24th.  Please go to page 10 to get the 
form.  Be sure to sign up early . . . take-home bags will be available to the 
first 125 children who sign up  (bags are for children who are currently  
completing some Preschool thru 5th grade).  Should you have any questions, 
please contact the Church Office at 410-665-1234 or email Debbie Haacke 

at  haackefamily@comcast.net.  We hope you will be connecting with us next month as we 
spread our ministry through our theme of being  "Bible Brave"!   
 

 Offering Reminder: Thanks to everyone 

who has given in this time of uncertainty. We 
are collecting mail from the post office and 
making weekly deposits. It would be helpful if 
checks have the date that you write them  
instead of a Sunday date. If a check is post 
dated, we have to hold it until we count again 
the following week, because the bank will not 
accept a post dated check. To reduce the 
cost of postage, please remember that you 
may write a monthly check instead of weekly. 
However you choose 
to give is greatly     
appreciated!  

The Busy Bees are asking for         
donations of sugar to make jams and 
jellies. If you would like to donate, 
please contact Mildred Schaffer or 
Ginny Wehr. As always, thanks for 
your support! 

 

Newsletter Articles for the  
August edition of the  
St. John’s Herald are 
due on July 15th. 

The DE-MD Synod will be offering free VBS 

We will be offering a free, three day Synod VBS under the theme Where's       
Jesus? that will be available August 3rd, 5th, and 7th! That information is now live 

and can be found at https://demdsynod.org/vbs/. Through our ongoing 
partnership with Mar-Lu-Ridge, our camp counselors will also be a part of this 

program. We hope that this will help churches who are scrambling to figure 
out how to do VBS during COVID-19. Why is registration required? We will be 
providing resources, by delivery, to all the families who register – so there needs to be lead 
time to secure enough materials and make sure they get to everyone! A VBS Offering will be 

received to benefit our synod’s COVID-19 relief fund.  

mailto:haackefamily@comcast.net
https://demdsynod.org/vbs/
https://demdsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5&id=e71c99a055&e=d14173406f
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Notes regarding the Prayer List: 

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List please call the church 
office at 410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 

The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since 
members of the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t      
typically know the status of their illness, we don’t know when they are well 
enough to be removed. Please look over the prayer list 
and if there is someone who is doing well, please contact 
the church office and ask to have them removed.  
 

Thanks for helping us keep our prayer list up to date.  

Congratulations all 2020 Graduates from your St. John’s Family! 

Please email your name, your email address and the school you are graduating from to the 
church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org.  We will be honoring you with a gift. (We will 
reach out to you to set up a time for the gift giving.) 

Congratulations again to all 2020 graduates and best wishes 
on your future endeavors.  This has been a very challenging 
time, but please know that your church family is so proud of 
you!  

A huge virtual hug and thanks to the many people who have volunteered 
their time at St. John’s during this time of separation. Though our doors 
have been closed there has been so much going on behind the scenes. We              
appreciate that you have not forgotten the many jobs and projects that 
need  to be done at St. John’s even though we are not meeting in-person 
for worship. From sprucing up the cemetery, labyrinth, gardens and flower 

beds, to electrical work in the offices, connecting with our homebound and older population, 
filming and reading for online worship, donations during our outdoor food drive and             
preparation for VBS. Even though our doors are not open, there are still amazing things        
happening at St. John’s!  
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COVID Task Force Meets Twice, Starts Plan for Discussion regarding In-person Gathering 
  
A Council-appointed task force charged with creating plans for appropriate, safe, and fair           
in-person meetings and gatherings has met twice and plans to meet in person in July to test its 
small group meeting plans.   
 

The task force reviewed staff protocols for welcoming necessary visitors to the church offices. 
Currently, visitors to the church office should call ahead for an appointment, wear a mask when 
entering the building, practice social distancing, and be prepared to be signed into our visitor 
log. 
  
The group is exploring a way to distribute the sacrament of holy communion in an outdoor    
setting as an interim step before inside gathering can take place. Their responsibility is to look 
at all forms of use of the building and in-person gatherings and make recommendations to the 
Congregational Council for their final decision.  Input includes the CDC, state, ELCA and           
Synodical recommendations.    
 

Stay tuned for more detail as plans become clearer for safe ways to gather with our Sisters and 
Brothers of St. John’s. 

      Open Altar Flower Date for 2020 

          

 

 

 

  Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at             
office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

August 2nd, 16th, 23rd & 30th  November 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th 

September 6th, 20th & 27th December 6th, 13th, 24th & 27th 

October 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th  

Lector Schedule for Online Worship 

June 28th Laurie Krieger 

July 5th Joanne Weiland 

July 12th Michelle Alkire 

July 19th Lee Smith 

July 26th Linda Wiley 

I would like to thank my  St. John's Church    
family and friends for all of the special           
celebratory cards, gifts, and text messages        
I received to commemorate my Class of 2020 
Graduation from Patapsco High School and 
Center for the Arts.  I appreciate your   
thoughtfulness.  

Thank you so much!  

Love,  
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07/01 Patricia Dunn 
07/01 Kathryn Evans 
07/02 Juniper Mehan 
07/02 Samantha Zimmer 
07/03 Mary Jane O'Brien 
07/03 Brittany Sommer 
07/06 Mark Hofmann 
07/06 Meadow Mehan 
07/06 Robert Scott 
07/06 John Stevens 
07/08 Olivia Shull 
07/09 Stephanie Alford 
07/09 Carolyn Sauthoff 
07/10 Gary Burkhardt, Sr. 
07/10 Emily Rash 
07/11 James Morrow 
07/12 Robert Suznick 
07/13 Jacob Cloman 
07/14 Deborah Lancelotta 
07/14 Nathan Perzan 
07/14 Gayle Schindler 
07/15 Christopher Hills 
07/16 Helen Baker   91

st
 

07/16 Alvera Rush   101
st 

07/16 Carol Stifler   80
th 

07/16 Adam Stiles 
07/17 Simon Blazakis 
07/17 Robin Cappucci 
07/18 Louis Carletti 
07/18 Nancy Ford 
07/18 Robert Morgan 
07/19 Cory McCall 
07/19 Mildred Schaffer   94

th 

07/21 Candi Votta 
07/22 Gloria Stadnik 
07/23 Daniel Gerber 
07/24 Dan Eck 
07/25 Janet Curnoles 
07/25 John Meyers III 
07/25 Barbara Schlicht 
07/25 Catherine Tracey 
07/27 Kelly Haacke 
07/28 Lisa Duerling 
07/28 Marie Kramer   80

th 

07/30 Margaret Eubert   91
st 

07/30 Carol Shaw 

07/30 Helen Vaccarino 
07/31 Henry Ermer 
07/31 Nicholas Holland 
 

 

 
 
  

July Birthdays 

July Baptismal Anniversaries 

July Wedding Anniversaries 

07/00 Nancy Ford 
07/00 Kathryn Evans 
07/00 Landon Ullmann 
07/02 Dominic Lancelotta 
07/10 Victoria Jasinski 
07/13 Jennifer Brock 
07/17 Garrett Morgan 
07/18 Peter Gerber 
07/19 Finley Kirkpatrick 
07/20 Carly Coffman 
07/20 Yoon Mee Chong 

07/22 David Evans 
07/23 Kyle Cappucci 
07/23 Johanna Gray 
07/24 Mackenzie Ford 
07/27 Gregory McEvers Jr. 
07/28 Kira Shull 
07/30 Laura Wolfe 
07/31 Hayden Miller 

7/1/1967 Barb & Bob Berner 
7/5/1985 Peggy & Dennis Buckless 
7/13/2002 Christopher & Julie Perzan 
7/15/2011 Paul & Heather Swinder 
7/17/2007 Linda & David Kocan 
7/21/1991 J.B. & Darli Sommer 
7/21/2000 Matt & Laura Sparks 
7/25/1992 Rachel & Christopher Hills 
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Prayer List 
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Kid’s Corner 


