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In this issue... 

Schedules 

Special June days 

  The Slower, Safer Path to In-Person Gathering 

June 1, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

Last month Governor Hogan modified the "Stay at Home Order" 
to a "Safer at Home Order" in parts of Maryland and, with         
Baltimore County remaining at higher levels of infection, we 
must resist the urge to rush back to gathering in person.   
 
Sometime over the next weeks and months, the restrictions will 
loosen and so we have begun planning for what we might do 
when it becomes possible, that is, both legal and wise.  Safe   
planning guides are beginning to come our way from churchwide 
and state and local sources. Based on guidance from the State of 
Maryland, the Synod, and the ELCA, some (but not all) of the 
modifications that come with reopening include: maintaining 7' 
distance between individuals/households while sitting in the 
pews, everyone wearing a mask (with the exception of speakers, 
who would only be able to remove them to talk, still maintaining 
social distancing from the congregation), no congregational  
singing, elimination of aspects that cause us to touch common 
things such as offering, communion, sharing of the peace,     
hymnals, disinfecting surfaces, hand sanitizer stations and PPE 
made available for visitors or those who forgot their mask, etc.  
 
Clearly we are not prepared to return to worship without a firm 
and fair plan in place.  Toward that goal, however, we aim to    
fulfill Christ’s command to love one another in all that we do. 
This means that we are committed to being safe, legally          
compliant, and as fair and inclusive to all members as we can 
possibly be.  We will be practical in decision-making and good 
stewards of our resources as well.  We will communicate to     
everyone as we make progress and as we incorporate new        
information.   
 
You can help us in this planning by responding to a survey we 
will send in the next week.  

Important Notice: All information published in this edition of 
the Herald is subject to change! 



 2 

 

In the meantime, we will continue to offer online worship as we have been in recent weeks, and 
will likely continue for the foreseeable future because many members and friends who are in 
higher risk groups should not assemble until treatment, vaccine, and other health thresholds 
are met. It is vitally important that we do not contribute to a second wave of viral outbreaks.  
 
I want to communicate my thanksgiving for all the loving and steadfast patience you are giving 
us.  Thanks also for the support for the ministry and mission of Jesus Christ through St. John’s.   
Staff and volunteers are bending heaven and earth to keep us connected, nurtured and 
“gathered.”  We remain together in prayer and worship.  
   
Like all of you, I too look forward to the time when we can join together again in worship,      
service, fellowship, and do important work together in community. This has been a numbingly 
difficult and frustrating time for many of us.  Until then, we look for the Holy Spirit to guide us 
as we figure out how to be faithful as God’s people.  
 
 Yours in the name of Christ,  

, Interim Pastor 

Pentecost Hymn by a Thousand Voices 

 
The association of Lutheran church musicians produced a special video of “O Day Full of 
Grace” featuring almost a thousand vocalists and hundreds of instrumentalists in a        
wonderful arrangement of the great Danish Pentecost hymn. You can find the                   
arrangement on youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-1C4aF39U8&feature=youtu.be . It’s 
the best 5 minutes you’ll spend online this week. Thanks to all the volunteer voices who 
brought this into being!  

ELCA Presiding Bishop to Preach Holy Trinity Sunday 
 
Our digital worship will include a sermon by the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, the Rev. 
Elizabeth Eaton. 
 
She has graciously offered to preach for all congregations and we think that it is a good 
thing to hear from her in such a time. 
 

Please check out two amazing Worship and Music opportunities! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-1C4aF39U8&feature=youtu.be
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Notes from the Virtual  
Organ Bench 

“It’s been a long, long time…, “September Song” by Kurt Weill continues, “from May to             
December…”. In our case, it’s from March to whenever. And who knows how long our            
separation will continue? 
 
At this point we know that it’s going to be at least a few more months. And when we get 
back, life will be different. We are all pondering the future and hoping. My latest thought is 
how much I want to go to a restaurant, the movies, or the hairdresser. But I need to focus on 
the present and let God take care of the future.  
 
What have I been doing? Let me just say that there are 17 filled boxes of things from the 
basement that will be going to new homes. My sewing machine is getting a workout. My 
granddaughter will get a crocheted blanket for the bottom of her bed (begun at least 7 years 
ago) so that Emma will let her mother keep the one her grandmother made. I have 15 candy 
cane wreaths waiting to go somewhere. The garland wreaths are next. The dishwasher didn’t 
know that it could run so often. My windows sparkle. I just pray we get back to “normal”    
before I have to start over again! 
 
I have also been busy at church recording the music for the services and organizing the   
music in the music room. I have also found the desk in my office! The handbells will soon 
gain a new shine. All of these things are necessary and I am glad to have the time to get 
these things accomplished. 
 
But I have also found myself becoming a better listener. Songs are coming to my head more 
often. As I am writing, my mind is now tuned to “Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to 
thee…” I have spent time sitting outside and listening to the birds. Their songs are interesting, 
beautiful, and some are comical. I noticed the sound of an airliner overhead, an unusual 
sound after the silence. When Dexter and I go for his walks, I am tuned to the sounds of 
people being outside. In the grocery store, I found myself humming, almost singing       
something. At the register, the employee was singing something too. “How can I keep from 
singing?” 
 
The Council, staff and Worship committee have been discussing the possibility and             
restrictions of returning to physical worship. We are all anxious to get back to regular     
worship. I have had many conversations with other organists, ministers, friends and family 
members about the return. All of us have ideas, but none have any real answers.  
 
One of our big concerns is singing. Singing and vocal projection are considered the biggest 
dangers at this time. But singing is so much a part of Lutheran worship. We are trying to find 
a satisfactory resolution to our dilemma. 
 
There is one sure answer at this time. We can sing at home. My neighbor, before her family 
started working from home, used to sing so loud that we could hear her through the       
windows and doors (not the most beautiful sound, but don’t tell her. I, on the other hand, 
have not been bold enough to sing “professionally” at home.) Good for her. She is singing 
with her soul. 
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While we are apart we can sing as enthusiastically as we choose. So, enjoy the virtual   
worship services. Sing with spirit, as if no one is listening. They aren’t, except for family or 
a few neighbors, and their opinion doesn’t count. You are singing to your Savior, your 
God. Sing with joy and as always, keep 
 
 
Making a joyful noise, 
 

Director of Music 

 

                                                    EVERYONE COUNTS 

  
 

 

The Census determines how many Congressional seats a state will have.              

Additionally, the  results help determine how more than $675 billion in federal      

funding is distributed to states and communities. It’s also mandated by the          

Constitution: The U.S. has counted its population every 10 years since 1790. 

Federal funding helps our community in many critical areas, including: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responding to the Census is easy. You may complete the copy that was mailed to 

your home, by phone, or online. Go to 2020Census.gov to complete and for more 

information about the 2020 Census. An extension has been given due to the    

COVID-19 Pandemic.  

Why it Matters  

 Education  Medical Research 

 Public Safety  Disability Services 

 Addiction Treatment & 

 Prevention 

 Children’s Health Insurance 

 Job Training  Food & Nutrition Programs 

 Housing Assistance  Programs for the Aging 

 Business Loans  Transportation 

 Water & Waste Disposal   
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 Keep in touch with St. John’s. 
 
In this time of social distancing, there is no need to feel   
distant from your church  family! We are excited to continue to offer 
weekly Zoom meetings that you may want to join. These will continue 
until it is safe to meet at church again. 

 

Storytime with Vicar Cassie: Wednesdays at 1pm 
Get your little ones (age 10 and under) ready for Bible stories and encouragement right from Vicar 
Cassie's living room. Special appearances by Ramona the cat! 
 

St. John's Youth Hangout: Thursdays at 7pm 
All youth (middle and high school) are invited to this fellowship time where we will check in with 
each other, show off our pets, and try to figure out the bright side of online school :) 
 

Leadership Brainstorm: First Monday of month at 7pm 
On the first Monday of the month all church leaders (from ANY ministry team!) are invited to 
check in with one another, share information, and dream up all the great things we can do now... 
and later! 
 

Zoom Coffee Hour: Sunday, May 31st at 11:45 am  
Join us after worship for a time to be together. Stay as little or as long as you like. You do not need 
internet access to join the meeting. You can simply call in on your phone.  
 

But how do I use Zoom? 
Check your email for each week’s links, and click on the link when the meeting you want to attend 
is scheduled to start. You will be prompted to download the application Zoom onto your          
computer or smart phone, and when the meeting begins, you will be able to log on using your    
device's audio and camera. 

 
Go to our Facebook page: 

 facebook.com/stjohnslutheranchurchparkville 
for virtual services!  

 

If you don’t use Facebook another option to view our virtual services is YouTube:  
Go to: St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville 

 

If you have a need (for phone calls, prayer, resources) 
email Vicar Cassie at vicar@stjohnsparkville.org 

or call the church office at 410-665-1234 
 

When will church be open again?  

Though the building is closed, the church is still open in homes across our community, and in 
everything that each of you are doing to help your neighbors. We will continue to be the church 
through virtual worship for a while longer, while our staff and council think about what it will 
look like to meet again in person while keeping everyone safe! Our top priority is to meet again 
someday with all of you, not to rush into anything before we have a plan. We are listening to the 
guidance of Baltimore County officials, our synod bishop, and presiding bishop. Please keep an 
eye out for emails and other correspondence from St. John’s coming soon, and get in touch with 
Pastor John or Erick Brock if you have any questions or concerns.  

mailto:vicar@stjohnsparkville.org
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April Council Meeting Highlights 
Council Monitors Evan’s Funeral Chapel Construction, Discusses Communication with  
Congregation, Planning Process for eventual in-person gathering, and more 

St John’s council met via zoom May 18th to receive updated reports on activities and planning. 
Leaders have been monitoring drainage repair underway by Evan’s that our neighbor hopes 
will reduce the runoff of storm water on the church’s cemetery. Council also received an     
update on the pictorial directory project that is nearly edited, but delayed by the fact that the 
print house has been shut down. Updates will continue.  

Council took up communications that are important to keep the congregation up to date and 
connected. A pastoral letter about planning processes and issues related to our return to       
in-person gathering was one such topic. They also conceived of a special report to be made to 
the congregation highlighting ministries that have taken place, to offset the interpretation of 
the church’s mission that would be communicated by the spring  congregational meeting.  The 
report would include an update on finances and giving.  Such meetings are impossible under 
the present stay at home pandemic order.  They hope for a mailed and emailed special report 
to be sent early in June.  A survey of congregational  preferences and feedback on current 
worship mode was also suggested and is being drafted.  Deacon Claire reported on a list of 40 
(now nearing 50) members whom she and others are regularly contacting by phone since they 
do not receive email communications.  

Four people have been named to help negotiate the possibility of keeping Vicar Cassie       
temporarily as a pastoral assistant after the conclusion of her internship (July) at St. John’s 
while she awaits the assignment process which would be the next step in her path to be       
ordained to a call in the church.  

In other actions, the Council:  

 Received reports from staff 
 Postponed or cancelled the golf fundraiser and fall festival  
  Endorsed the drive-thru style graduation for the preschoolers  
  Designated part of the interim pastor’s salary as housing allowance  

DE/MD Synod ~ COVID-19 Response 

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic some of our churches within our synod 
are becoming financially challenged. The DE/MD Synod has launched a 

fundraising effort to assist churches most financially affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic and 
beyond. Go to the Synod link: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
time/644796  and select “Synod Ministry Fund—COVID-19” from the menu selection to make a 
gift towards this effort.  

Due to a gracious and generous offer, every individual gift made between now and June 30, 2020 
will be matched dollar for dollar up to $100,000. 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/644796
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/644796
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Greetings from St. John’s Youth Ministry! 

It is with deep regret to announce that our Mission Trip to Vermont this summer has been 
cancelled due to COVID-19. This decision was made because there are a number of         
obstacles to the trip that would jeopardize the safety of our youth.  With so much          
uncertainty, it is difficult to plan anything definite right now. We will be discussing       
possibilities in Youth Ministry as to where to go from here. We must remember to      
practice patience to keep everyone safe. May all of our brothers and sisters of St. John’s be 
well and stay safe.  

Blessings to all, 

Youth Ministry Chair   

  

 

A special thank you to Emily B. and  Johanna G. for sharing their faith statements 
last Sunday during our online worship.  

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16  

Congratulations to Autumn W. from her family 

Autumn learned that she is officially Valedictorian of the Class of 2020 at her high school. 

The principal visited her house to congratulate her and to deliver her RED graduation 
robe and cap and Valedictorian awards. She will give her speech during her virtual       
graduation ceremony. Autumn has maintained her 1st place status throughout the past 
four years. What an accomplishment! 

                       Way to go Autumn! We are so proud of you! 

Congratulations all 2020 Graduates from your St. John’s Family! 

Please email your name, your email address and the school you are graduating from to the 
church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org.  We will be honoring you with a gift. (We will 
reach out to you to set up a time for the gift giving.) 

Congratulations again to all 2020 graduates and best wishes on your future endeavors.  
This has been a very challenging time, but please know that your church family is so 
proud of you!  
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St. John's 2020 Vacation Bible School Update 
 
As we previously mentioned, due to the current impact and uncertainty of 
the COVID-19 outbreak and restrictions, our VBS program originally 
scheduled for July 20th to July 24th will unfortunately not be able to be 
hosted in person at St. John's this year.  However, we are excited to let you 
know that our VBS team is discussing and planning some virtual options so 
that we can still deliver our ministry to children of St. John's and our    
community.  As those plans are in place, we will be posting updates to our 
website (www.stjohnsparkville.org), to our church Facebook page (St. John's 

Lutheran Church Parkville) and our VBS Facebook page (St. John's Lutheran VBS).  Please be 
sure and check for updates periodically.  In the meantime if you have any questions, please 
contact Debra Haacke by email at  haackefamily@comcast.net.  Thank you and please continue 
to be safe and healthy.  

Sunday School News 
 

During this time of separation, we are happy to announce that our 
friends at Sparkhouse are offering weekly online  
Family Sunday School. Go to the Sparkhouse link to participate.  
https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-
school/ 

 Offering Reminder: Thanks to everyone 

who has given in this time of uncertainty. We 
are collecting mail from the post office and 
making weekly deposits. It would be helpful if 
checks have the date that you write them  
instead of a Sunday date. If a check is post 
dated, we have to hold it until we count again 
the following week, because the bank will not 
accept a post dated check. To reduce the 
cost of postage, please remember that you 
may write a monthly check instead of weekly. 
However you choose 
to give is greatly     
appreciated!  

The Busy Bees are asking for         
donations of sugar to make jams and 
jellies. If you would like to donate, 
please contact Mildred Schaffer or 
Ginny Wehr. As always, thanks for 
your support! 

 

Newsletter Articles for the  
July edition of the  
St. John’s Herald are 
due on June 15th. 

http://www.stjohnsparkville.org%2C/
mailto:haackefamily@comcast.net
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Notes regarding the Prayer List: 

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List please call the church 
office at 410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 

The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since 
members of the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t      
typically know the status of their illness, we don’t know when they are well 
enough to be removed. Please look over the prayer list and if there is     
someone who is doing well, please contact the church office and ask to have 
them removed.  
 

Thanks for helping us keep our prayer list up to date.  

                                    Golf Tournament                        
Postponed                

Due to the effects of        
COVID-19, it is necessary to postpone 

this year’s golf tournament. No new date 
has been set. Once we have a better idea 

what the situation will be later in the 
summer/fall, we will try to reschedule.  

Stay tuned! 

I want to thank everyone who sent “Get 
Well” cards while I was recuperating from 
my recent surgeries and also for the cards I 
received for my 90th birthday.  

A special thank you to Pastor Lesley and 
Deacon Claire Miller for their visit and the 
opportunity to take communion and the 
“Goodies” they brought.  

It was greatly appreciated. 

Blessings to all,  



 12 

 

The Labyrinth Ministry team wishes to thank Mil Schaffer for her large donation of daffodils for 

our labyrinth gardens.  Most of them were added late-April; the rest will be replanted this fall.   

We would also like to remind you that even in these difficult and uncertain times, we continue to 
pray for everyone at St. John’s as well as for folks in the Parkville community and around the world.  
In other words, our special prayer requests ministry continues.  If you have a special prayer         
request or just want to talk, we are here for you.  Feel free to call/text me (410.615.8640) or email 
me (lisa.duerling@gmail.com) and we will lift up to our God your special prayer requests.  Prayers 
are powerful and God listens to every one of them!  

Finally, the team wishes to offer its thanks to all those who “finger-walked” the labyrinth on World 
Labyrinth Day 2020 – Saturday, May 2nd.  I received this picture from friends who said that          
although they missed spending time in prayer at the labyrinth, they appreciated the opportunity to 
celebrate this special day in a different way! 

 

God’s Blessings today and every day,                                                         

Labyrinth Ministry Team 

Labyrinth Ministry News 

A huge “Thank You” to all of our members who have graciously offered to make phone calls to 
check on our homebound/vulnerable members. We are making 40 plus phones calls weekly. If 
you are in need of prayer, supplies, or just some conversation, please feel free to call the 
church office at 410-665-1234. We will get you on our call list and check in on you periodically. 
We know this is a hard time for everyone and we don’t any of our church members to feel    
isolated.  
 

Blessings, 

News from St. John’s Preschool.... 

This has been a very challenging time for St. John's Preschool. 
The teachers spent the last 2 1/2 months virtual teaching their 
beloved 3 and 4 year olds. While they faced their challenges, they             
persevered and are now ready for graduation. They will be     
holding a drive thru graduation in a fashion that is safe for all.  

mailto:lisa.duerling@gmail.com
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Want to do some Spring Cleaning while you are stuck inside?  
We have the solution for you.  

 
Used Clothing Drop-Off Shed 

Sponsored By:  
St. John’s Lutheran Church  

Acceptable Items: All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 
drapes, and stuffed toys.  (please no rags, fabric scraps, toys or household goods) 

The shed is located in the parking lot by the cemetery. Please put all donations in a plastic bag.  
This is a fundraiser for St. John’s and there are receipts available for tax purposes.  
 

Thanks for your support!  

      Open Altar Flower Date for 2020 

          

 

 

 

  Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at             
office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

 July 12th, 19th & 26th October 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 

August 2nd, 16th, 23rd & 30th  November 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th 

September 6th, 20th & 27th December 6th, 13th, 24th & 27th 

Condolences to the family of George W. Cooper, Jr.  George was 
one of our homebound members who passed away on May 5th. 
Pastor John did a small graveside service on May 22nd at Dulaney 
Valley Memorial Gardens.  
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06/01 Brody Evans 
06/01 Karen Ford 
06/01 Johnny Snapp, III 
06/01 Susan Willem 
06/02 Brad Schramek 
06/04 Jack Gerber 
06/04 Robert Ruth 
06/05 Marcie Ermer 
06/05 John Kraft  92nd 
06/05 Kate Schwartz-Mitchell 
06/09 Grant Kellner 
06/09 Joseph Rodabaugh 
06/10 Aria Rozankowski 
06/10 Ginny Wehr 
06/10 Amelia Whitehead 
06/11 Keith Duerling 
06/11 Mary-Anne Reek  92nd 
06/12 Kendra Snapp 
06/13 Jennifer Brock 
06/14 Judy Jasinski 
06/14 Leona Morrow 
06/14 Scott Neal 
06/14 Evelyn Senft 

06/14 Randy Wolfe 
06/16 Cheryl Lindberg 
06/16 Glenn Porter 
06/16 Sadie Snapp 
06/17 David Evans 
06/17 Robert Henschen, Jr. 
06/18 Debbie Dawson 
06/19 Hudson Curran 
06/21 Emily Meekins 
06/22 Abigail Coffman 
06/22 Candy Maxwell 
06/23 Melissa DeWitt 
06/24 Landry Evans 
06/26 Cindy Burt 
06/26 Laurie Krieger 
06/27 Gary Burkhardt, Jr. 
06/28 Bett Murphy 
06/28 David Nash 
06/29 Pat Becker 
06/30 Audrey Lentz  100th 
06/30 Kylie Magness 

 

 
 
  

June Birthdays 

June Baptismal Anniversaries 

June Wedding Anniversaries 

06/03 Savannah Pohlman 
06/03 Harper Magness 
06/06 Doris Rye 
06/07 Madeleine Wood 
06/08 Patricia Sollanek 
06/08 Hayden Evans 
06/10 Julie Perzan 
06/12 Annemarie Sova 
06/12 Adam Stiles 
06/14 Milton Dutcher 
06/17 Jennifer Holland 

06/17 Ryan Cummings 
06/17 Jackson Wood 
06/17 Lucas Graf 
06/18 Shirley Snyder 
06/18 Nicholas Schwab 
06/22 Hannah Houston 
06/23 Daniel Gerber 
06/23 Connor Magness 
06/26 Benjamin McDonough 
06/27 Jennifer Schwartz-Mitchell 

6/5/1960 Bud & Patricia Hurley  60th 
6/9/1956 Paul & Birdie Nolder  64th 
6/10/1961 Donald & Shirley Snyder 
6/10/1973 Sue & Larry Addison 
6/10/2017 Becky & Adam Stiles 
6/14/1997 Steve & Kira Shull 
6/14/2001 Jim & Leona Morrow 
6/14/2014 Thomas & Brenda Lawn 
6/15/2002 Steven & Debbie Dawson 
6/17/1995 Erick & Jennifer Brock  25th 

6/18/1960 Charlotte & Paul Huber  60th 
6/22/2012 Jonathan & Kelsey Graf 
6/23/1990 Paul & Betty Glassband 
6/25/1983 Bonnie & Bill Rogers 
6/27/2003 Angela & Bill Ford 
6/27/2015 Kate & David Evans 
6/27/2015 Melissa & Andrew Burkhardt 
6/28/1959 Joan & John Kraft  61st 
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Prayer List 
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Kid’s Corner 


