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In this issue... 

Schedules 

 

Special March days 

" Lord Jesus, You are my righteousness, I am your sin. You took on 
You what was mine; yet set on me what was Yours. You became 
what You were not, that I might become what I was not."  
Martin Luther 
 

Shrove or Fat Tuesday is "the last day of feasting before fasting." 
It is the day before Ash Wednesday and many have the traditions 
of having pancakes on Tuesday. St. John's even celebrates Shrove 
Tuesday with a pancake supper. The tradition started as a way to 
"clean" out the pantry so one didn't waste food that could not be 
eaten during Lent. As I thought about that tradition, I wondered, 
if in preparation for Lent and to help food pantries, should our 
preparation for Lent include cleaning out our pantries and      
helping others through that practice. 
 

As I thought about the idea of physically cleaning out our pantries 
in preparation, I began to wonder what our metaphorical pantries 
might be that we need to clean out in preparation for Lent. What 
is standing in our way to journey with Jesus to the cross and then 
to stand that Easter Sunday and shout Alleluia because God keeps 
God's promises? The tomb is empty and Jesus lives again. The 
debt of our sins has been paid.  
 

Could these pantries be filled with so much despair and sadness 
we can't even shout Alleluia? Could these pantries be filled with 
so much clutter that there is no room to  accept another gift, 
even if the gift is the greatest gift ever given or received; the gift 
of God's love? Could we be too busy to even check that           
metaphorical pantry? Perhaps, we don't even want to look inside 
that pantry for fear of what might be inside? 
 

I ask again, what is in our physical pantries and metaphorical 
pantries that we would like to "clean out" so that we can fully 
journey with Jesus to the cross this Lenten season and then shout 
Alleluia at the empty tomb. May the Holy Spirit be with us as we 
wrestle with what needs to be "cleaned out" and may our hearts 
be open to the answers and may God give us the courage and 
wisdom to get ready for Lent by "cleaning" out our pantries. See 
you at Pancake Tuesday, where together we can feast before 
fasting. Don't forget to bring those "cleaned out" physical        
pantries for Victor Vittles food pantry. 
 

God's peace and my prayers,  
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This week we leave Epiphany and begin lent. We are putting the Alleluias away and 
starting the somber journey to Good Friday and Easter. Though this is the most serious 
period of our church year it offers many extra opportunities for fellowship. I hope that 
you consider taking an active part.  
 
How about being a reader? Beginning March 13th, we are worshiping at 7:15 pm on     
Wednesday evenings with the Holden service. In addition to the beautiful music, there 
are also readings. I could use a few readers. 
 
How about singing with the Adult Choir? Once again the Choir is presenting The 
Weeping Tree on Good Friday. This would be the perfect opportunity to sing with the 
choir for a little while without making the full commitment. We will begin working on 
the cantata on Wednesday, March 6thafter the Ash Wednesday service. Rehearsals will 
continue immediately after the Holden services. 
 
How about joining us for dinner? Soup and Salad begins at 6 pm on March 13th  at 6:45 
the children are invited to join me for rehearsals for Palm Sunday while the adults   
participate in discussion in the Fellowship Hall. This would be a great opportunity for 
your child to sing or play the hand chimes. 
 
Not interested in doing anything extra? That’s okay. I hope that you join us for Holden 
and the other special services during lent. And keep 
 
Make a joyful noise,   

 April 14th September 22nd and 29th 

 June 2nd, 23rd and 30th October 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th 

 July 21st and 28th November 3rd and 17th 

August 4th, 18th and 25th December 1st, 15th, 22nd, and 29th 

 

Open Altar Flower Dates for 2019 

 

 

 

 

    

         Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at  
        office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 
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Lenten focus on Wellness & Wholeness 

Since Lent is a time that focus on preparing for Jesus’ suffering and death before Christ’s      
resurrection, Lent can be a pretty heavy season. This Lenten Season  (March 6th – April 21st)    

we will be focusing on the theme of wellness/ wholeness. You’ll see this reflected in the     
Wednesday Soup & Salad dinner conversations and during Lenten and Sunday services. We 

want to make sure everyone is taking care of themselves and awaiting resurrection! We will be 
using resources from Portico Benefit Services, which can be found online at this link: 

https://www.porticobenefits.org/CallToLiveWell/FaithBasedWellBeing/TheWholenessWheel 

https://www.porticobenefits.org/CallToLiveWell/FaithBasedWellBeing/TheWholenessWheel
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Let’s Make Saint John’s Green 

 

Did you ever wonder where those coffee cups that are used for adult forum and donuts 
go when you finish with them?  Unfortunately they go to a landfill and remain there for up 
to a million years.  While the polystyrene cups are inexpensive, useful, and plentiful, they 
are horrible for the environment.  In fact, the state of Maryland is considering banning 
polystyrene.   

St. John’s Church Council invites you to join us in trying to reduce our use of polystyrene.  
How can we do this?  We can start by bringing our own coffee cups or mugs to use for 
our coffee at forum or with donuts.  When you come for soup and salad, bring a bowl that 
you can use for both soup and salad.  You can use a napkin to wipe it out, then take it 
home to wash it.  While this may seem inconvenient at first, once you get in the habit, it 
will be easy. 

You may also be wondering what happens if I don’t bring my own?  Nothing happens.  We 
will still provide cups and bowls.  But, we hope to be able to use heavyweight paper   
utensils which decompose in the landfill rather than the oil based polystyrene that can 
last many lifetimes or millennia.  Paper costs considerably more than the polystyrene, so 
the more reusable items we bring, we will be able to purchase paper instead. 

If you have any other suggestions for ways we can go green, please talk to a Council 
member.  We would love to have your input.  Remember that this is voluntary, but we 
would really appreciate your cooperation as you are able. 

 

Donna McDonough for your Church Council  
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Parkville 

Snow/Hazardous Weather Updates: Dissemination of Information 

When the call is made to cancel church services or have a delayed opening at  

St. John’s due to snow or other hazardous weather that might cause harm or  
danger to worshippers, the following will occur: 

 The decision to cancel the 8:15 am worship service and 9:30 am Christian Education for all 
ages will be made around 6:00 am Sunday. Depending upon weather, the decision to cancel 
the 11 am worship service may be made at the same time or may be made around 8 am  
Sunday.  The communications will indicate what is being cancelled and if one needs to check 
back for updates on the later service. 

 

 Pastor Lesley will contact Vicar Bridget and Michelle Evans 
 

 Pastor Lesley will set up the church office voicemail and send out an email to all church 
members 
 

 Vicar Bridget will post this information on St. John’s website, Facebook (both public and  
private group), Instagram, and Twitter accounts 
 

 Michelle Evans will contact the local news stations 

 

Sunday School News 
   

In Sunday School during the month of March the lessons will be: 
 3/3:  Luke 9:28-36 
 3/10:   Luke 4:1-13 
 3/17:   Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

3/24:  Isaiah 55:1-9 
3/31:   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32; Children in grades 1-5 will be having a family activity as well in 

the 2nd floor classroom  
 

On March 31st the elementary classes, along with their parents or special adult, will be assembling 
goody bags for the residents at Brightview.  We are looking for the following donations to fill the 
goody bags: 
 Individual packages of crackers 
 Individual packages of cookies 
 Granola bars, Rice Krispie treats or other similar types of snacks 
 Wrapped candy 
 Individual sweet or salty snacks 
Please bring your donations to Sunday School during the month of March. 

 

During March, the Forum will be having a LEAD discussion on March 3rd.  On March 10th – 31st Ardi 
Scarborough will be leading a Bible study on the book of Luke.  
 

Thank You, 
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           Food for Thought 

Donation boxes are in the stairwells. We have an immediate need for   
chicken salad kits, Capri Sun juice pouches, applesauce, snack crackers. 
This program would not be successful without your donations. Thank you 
for your generosity! 

 Veterans Counseling Centers 
 

These centers provide counseling to Veterans suffering from PTSD and their 

families. By the collection box, we have posted additional information on 

the programs provided. The funding they receive does not provide for extras 

and we felt called to help them. They need donations of coffee, sugar and 

sugar free packets, non-dairy creamer, and hot cups. They have expanded 

their request to include materials to promote relaxation. They need  acrylic 

paint, canvas, brushes, colored pencils, adult coloring books, Yoga pads and 

mats. The collection box is located on the second floor stairwell.  

Thank you for your help! 

                                                         Food Pantry 

Our food pantry collections are donated to Victor’s Vittles at Christus Victor 
Lutheran Church. The items most needed are: canned fruit, Chef Boyardee, 
instant mashed potatos, can soup, cereal, canned chicken/tuna, peanut 
butter, jelly, side dishes, pasta and sauce.  
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Feb. 24: Bible Study- (Vicar Bridget) 
 
March 3: LEAD Discussion 
March 10: Bible Study- Luke (Ardi Scarborough) 
March 17: Bible Study- Luke (Ardi Scarborough) 
March 24: Bible Study- Luke (Ardi Scarborough) 
March 31: Bible Study- Luke (Ardi Scarborough) 
 
April 7: Easter Hymns & the Bible (Rosalie Coffman) 
April 14: Easter Hymns & the Bible (Rosalie Coffman) 
April 21: Easter Sunday-No Forum 
April 28: Food in the Bible (Dave Ermer) 
 
May 5: One Service Sunday-No Forum 
May 12: Vicar Bridget 
May 19: Clothing in the Bible (Dave Ermer) 
May 26: One Service Sunday-No Forum 
 
June 2: Recreation in the Bible (Dave Ermer); 
  Wrap-up and plan for next year 
June 9: Confirmation Breakfast-No Forum March Ushers  

AV Schedule 

Thank your for recording the 
service and working the sound 
system. If you have questions, 

please let us know.  

Fred & Judy Zimmer,            
Samantha & Becca Zimmer 

Chris & Rachel Hills, Joshua 
Hill, Shirley Snyder 

Newsletter Articles for the April edition of the 
St. John’s  Herald are due on March 15th. 
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Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule 

 

If you cannot serve on your designated date, contact Sheila Bender. The office will send out 
your readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 410-665-1234. This    
schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe. 

*Communion Assistant who did not lector, it is requested that you commune the Pastor and   
Assisting Minister. 

Thank you, 

       

                      Please join us for our March Lunch Bunch 

                                           We will be going to the Dellis’ Restaurant located at  
                                           8776 Philadelphia Road in Rosedale on Sunday, March 10th, at  
                                           12:30 pm. Please contact Lee or Laurie Krieger for a reservation.  
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Acolyte Schedule 

If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please use the Acolyte List to find a replacement.  
Contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com with any schedule changes as soon as possible. 
 

Thank you! 

25th Annual Prayer Partner Program  

If you are interested in having a prayer partner, fill out 
a form and place it in the box in the narthex by March 
17th or bring it to the church office by Friday, March 
22nd.  You will receive the name of your secret prayer 
partner at a special luncheon on Sunday, March 24th. 
For more information about this program, please    
contact Vickie Jasinski.  
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Men in Mission 
The Men-in-Mission continue to meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesdays in the Youth Room.  
 

We have completed our studies of the book We Make the Road by Walking by Brian D. McLaren. 
It is a very good book with an overview of the Bible in 52 short chapters. The book related the 
Bible to today’s environment. We highly recommend it! 
 

Our next endeavor will be to study a book about the Book of Revelations. Nothing like easy 
reading! 
 

The next Men-in-Mission breakfast will take place on Saturday, March 9th at 9 am at the     
Overlea Diner. 
  

Peace be with you! 

  

Note from the St. John’s Cemetery Committee:  

Please remove all Christmas decorations from your lots in our         
cemetery by Sunday, March 31st. We will be getting the cemetery 
ready for the Easter and Spring season. If anyone has open lots that 
they no longer need, please contact our Cemetery Chairperson,     
Betty Ehm.  

 

St. John’s CARES 

Last semester we sent care packages to 10 of our St. 
John’s college students in November.  We used Thrivent 
Action Grants, donations from you. The goal was to 
cheer up those away at school and remind them that 
their church was thinking of them and praying for 
them.  It was a big surprise to those that got them.  To 
keep this ministry  going, we are planning on another mailing in April.  If 
you know of a   student that we missed let me know and we will add 
them to the list.  There will be a donation request board set up during 
the month of March for things that you can purchase to go into the care 
packages. If you have questions feel free to email me at 
cr_hills@yahoo.com.    
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Labyrinth Ministry News 
 
Mark your calendars and plan to join members of St. John’s Labyrinth Ministry Team as we 
celebrate World Labyrinth Day on Saturday, May 4, 2019 at our labyrinth, A Place Of 
Grace. Beginning at 1 o’clock in the afternoon, you are invited to walk the labyrinth     
knowing that we will be joining over 5,000 people around the world who are taking steps 
for peace by “Walking as One at 1.”   We are excited to be participating in this celebration 
right here in our Parkville community! 
 
HELP WANTED AND NEEDED:  In preparation for this event, we need your help!      
During the month of April, we will resume work to clean-up and beautify the labyrinth    
area.  Not much work on maintaining the area is done during the winter months.  Can you 
spend an hour or two at the labyrinth weeding the pathways and/or clearing the gardens?  If 
you, your family and friends are able to do so, we would truly appreciate the help.  You 
can go to the labyrinth any time throughout the month of April.  Just send me a text 
(410.615.8640) or drop me an email (lisa.duerling@homesbyriley.com) letting me know 
what work you did so that our ministry team can recognize your efforts in an upcoming 
newsletter.  Of course, if you have any questions, you can always call me.  On behalf of 
your Labyrinth Ministry Team, we thank you in advance for your participation! 
 
Blessings and Peace, 

mailto:lisa.duerling@homesbyriley.com
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03/01 Elizabeth Ermer 
03/01 T. Michael McDonough 
03/02 Carl Greensfelder 
03/02 Edward Mueller 
03/03 Melinda McGhin 
03/03 Malcolm Neifeld  85

th 

03/05 Nora Collinsworth 
03/05 Betty Creutzer 
03/05 Lucas Graf 
03/06 John Lotterer 
03/06 Lois Manning  90

th 

03/06 Paul Swinder 
03/07 James Garland 
03/07 Joshua Horn 
03/07 Heather Swinder 
03/08 Patricia Denk 
03/08 Kathleen Foreman 
03/08 LeAnn Horchar 
03/08 Benjamin McDonough 
03/09 Gladys Downs 
03/09 Stephanie  Meekins 
03/10 MaryLynn Lentz 
03/10 Erin Scarborough 
03/10 Renee Smith 
 
 

03/11 Gary Lawrence 
03/11 Colin Miller 
03/14 Jesse Testudine 
03/15 Kyle Cappucci 
03/15 Darli Sommer 
03/16 Michelle Jones 
03/16 Mary Miller 
03/16 Geraldine Steg 
03/17 Garrett Morgan 
03/17 Patricia Sollanek 
03/18 James Crites 
03/18 Dominic Lancelotta 
03/20 Susan Addison 
03/21 Brandon Crites 
03/22 Jeffrey Hurn 
03/22 Jackson Wood 
03/23 Luke Murnane 
03/24 Norma DeMarino  90

th 

03/24 Vada Menges 
03/25 Matthew Miller 
03/26 Karen Hofmann 
03/27 Genevieve Schwartz-Mitchell 
03/28 Erin Nolder 
03/29 McKenna Yankolonis 
 
 

03/30 David Meekins 
03/31 Sallie Bennett 
03/31 William Rogers 
03/31 Kaitlyn Wisniewski 

 

March Birthdays 

March Baptismal Anniversaries 

March Wedding Anniversaries 

03/00 Vernon Reid 
03/00 Barbara Wright 
03/00 Anthony Jasinski, Jr. 
03/00 Ruth Meyers 
03/00 Tammy Heyl 
03/04 Scott Miller 
03/05 Morgan Perzan 
03/05 Skylar Burkhardt 
03/06 Aria Rozankowski 
03/06 Patricia Rozankowski 
03/10 Rachel Hills 
03/10 Barbara Pohlman-Walston 
03/10 Corinne Brock 

03/11 Christina Buckless 
03/11 Annie Bennett 
03/11 Ava Straw 
03/11 Susan Straw 
03/11 John Straw III 
03/12 Emma Evans 
03/13 Michelle Alkire 
03/15 Michelle Jones 
03/15 Jennie Votta 
03/16 Wayne Byers 
03/17 Amanda Buddenbahn 
03/19 Emily Brock 
03/20 Sue Tindall 

03/20 Jacob Tindall 
03/21 Jack Bennett 
03/22 William Ortloff, Jr. 
03/22 Zachary Buddenbohn 
03/23 Renee Smith 
03/24 Norma DeMarino 
03/24 Lois Manning 
03/25 Willow Mehan 
03/26 Kathleen Foreman 
03/26 Corey Votta 
03/30 Mary Miller 

 

 

3/3/2012 Jaime & Phil McCracken 
3/6/1965 Louis & Sharon Carletti 
3/9/1968 Bob & Bett Murphy 
3/9/2016 Peter & Rachael Gerber 
3/9/2016 Daniel & Ashley Gerber 
3/10/1949 Mary & Arthur Pulket  70

th 

3/13/1971 Nancy & Sonny Toner 
3/17/2012 Rachel & Kurt Ermer 

3/18/1978 Linda & Gary Burkhardt, Sr. 
3/20/2010 Nicole & Brandon Shindel 
3/24/2007 Anna & Keith Gibbons 
3/26/1988 Gina & Neil McCall, III  
3/29/2014 Scott & Sue Wenneson 
3/30/1963 Phil & Marie Kramer 
3/30/2007 Susan & Walter Straw, Jr. 
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Prayer List 
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