In this issue...

Most of us have heard the saying, “Tell God your plans and
God will laugh.” Thank you for those who have reached out
with honest and heartfelt questions, concerns, and genuine
emotions to better understand my acceptance of another call
at this time. Along with most of you, I expected that St.
John’s would be the church from which I retired. However,
as my call at St. John’s began to take shape, especially this last
year, the Spirit began to nudge at me. I began to wonder if
God had a specific job for me to do at St. John’s and when
that job was completed God would move me to another place
that needed my specific gifts.
In the Epistle last week (2/16) Paul reminds us the job of a
pastor is that of a servant and what we do is always about the
work of God, no matter who does it.

Schedules

Special March days

Who do you think Paul is, anyway? Or Apollos, for that matter?
Servants, both of us—servants who waited on you as you
gradually learned to entrust your lives to our mutual Master.
We each carried out our servant assignment. I planted the seed,
Apollos watered the plants, but God made you grow. It’s not the
one who plants or the one who waters who is at the center of
this process but God, who makes things grow. Planting and
watering are menial servant jobs at minimum wages. What
makes them worth doing is the God we are serving. You happen
to be God’s field in which we are working. 1 Corinthian 3:5-9
I believe my call among you was to prepare the soil for the
next servant leader that I know God will send you in God’s
time, which is always the right time. I also know that it
doesn’t matter who is doing the work, it is about the work of
God. That is the only thing that truly matters.
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I pray you will continue to go on about the work of God. I hope you will build on the work
that God called me to come and do among you for a season. I hope you will hold tight to
each other during this time of transition. I hope you will let God’s word fill your heart and
spirit with God’s peace, hope, love and grace.
God’s blessings and my prayers and thanks,

These are some of my favorite verses that I go to when I need to be reminded of God’s love for
all.
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to
give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear
you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find
me, says the Lord. Jeremiah 29:11-14
Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes
with you. He will not leave you or forsake you. Deuteronomy 31:6
But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31
The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will
praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. Exodus 15:2
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Ephesians 6:10
For the Lord your God is he who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies, to give you the
victory. Deuteronomy 20:4
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon

me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed,
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9
For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 2 Timothy 1:7
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. John 14: 27
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Dear Friends in Christ,

I hope you will join me in giving thanks for Pastor Lesley’s time with us together in mission and
ministry. I give thanks to God for her God-given talents that she has so generously shared
with us these last four years and the accomplishments that have been achieved by God’s grace,
her leadership and your partnership. I wish her God’s speed as she continues to live and
proclaim God’s good news that Jesus loves us all.
Please know that I have already contacted the Bishop and he is aware of Pastor Lesley’s
departure and has already selected an Interim who will serve at St. John’s after Pastor Lesley
leaves.
I promise that I, as the Council President, and all the Council, will continue to provide
leadership for St. John’s and together we will continue to do God’s work with our hands. I ask
for your support and prayers during this time of transition. Thanks in advance for your help
when asked. There will be many gaps that will need to be filled from time to time. I am
counting on my Friends in Christ to partner with the Council so that together we can live into
God’s preferred and promised future.
We will get back to you with more details in the very near future about a celebration of Pastor
Lesley’s ministry with us and a proper St. John’s, Parkville, MD send-off for her and Roxie.
If you have any questions or concerns, please email me at ebpro66@yahoo.com or call me at
443-791-1607.
Your ever grateful Brother in Christ,
Council President

Retreat Opportunity for elementary school children
in grades 3, 4, and 5.
Families and children are welcome to attend this overnight event on March 21 -22. Saturday
will be full of activities and opportunities for children to ask questions about Jesus. Sunday
morning there will be worship with the middle school group, and everything ends at 12
noon.
Check out the website demdsynod.org for details.

3

Yes, this month’s notes are from the couch rather than the bench. First, let me say Thank
You for all of the cards, messages, phone calls and gifts. I have been overwhelmed by the
kindness and the prayers have helped me through this stressful time.
Since my fall on January 23rd, I have spent my time at home except to visit the doctor or PT.
It has been the dreariest, darkest month both outside my window and in my head. No weight
on one leg, using crutches, not wanting to go upstairs because it is a chore… And through it
all, a song has kept playing…”Don’t it always seem to go, you don’t know what you’ve got ‘til
it’s gone…” (Big Yellow Taxi by Joni Mitchell).
How true! I was so busy with all of my activities that I was beginning to be overwhelmed.
Pastor Lesley, among others, told me that I was stressed and needed to take a break. Who
would have thought that the Lord would have decided to do just that? As a choir member
reminded me, “Sometimes the Lord has to hit us over the head with a 2x4 to get us to listen.”
I am listening now. I took for granted my ability to walk with 2 legs, to be out among people
doing what I love, and doing everything at home without help. As I am writing this, my
husband has washed a load of clothes and is working on dinner. We even had someone come
in to help with the housework! This is a huge step for me!
In the church, we are entering the season of Lent. Gone will be the Alleluias. Gone will be the
colors on the altar. They will go to purple and on to black. Gone is the happiness of the rest
of the church year. Ahead of us is the journey, the heaviness of Christ’s journey through the
next 6 weeks to Good Friday. It is not a pleasant time in the church. Though we gather twice
a week, the second for a meal and the Holden service, there is still a sadness in the church.
“Don’t it always seem to go, you don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone…”
The good thing about Lent is that we know how the story ends, but it is still a journey. As we
begin this year’s journey, I intend to be back on the organ bench. My plan is to return for Ash
Wednesday services, either walking with assistance, having mastered the crutches on stairs
or using the piano for worship.
“Don’t it always seem to go, you don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone…” Appreciate what
you have. I know I do. Until next month when I will be back on the bench, keep
Making a Joyful Noise,

Director of Music

Looking for a way to connect with God in the midst of your
week? Our Lenten Bread for Life sessions are a chance to
explore praying through baking! We will make communion bread
for use in worship, and spend time in fellowship and learning
while our creations are in the oven. No
baking experience necessary. We meet in
the kitchen on Wednesdays at 1 pm, starting
on March 4th.. Contact Vicar Cassie with any
questions: vicar@stjohnsparkville.org
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Pastor Lesley and Congregation,
Thank you so much for welcoming us into
your home. We have really appreciated the
time, care, and effort you put into making us
feel safe and comforted. You made our trip
wonderful because we always had somewhere
comfortable to come back to, and we really
appreciated how you cared to our needs.
Thank you for making our trip go smoothly.

We would like to say thank you for the cards,
prayers, and visits to mom while she was at Stella
Maris and the hospitals. Also for all the cards to
help us celebrate her 100th birthday. Thanks to
Pastor, Claire, Cassie and Lisa for their times
spent with mom. She is now at peace and home
with her Savior.
Thanks Again,
The Family of Dot Smith

All the best,
William & Mary Students
Lyla, Monica, Grace, Bianca, Emily, Elizabeth,
Chuck, Claire, Kennedy, Maria, and Valentina

Labyrinth Ministry News
Please Save This Date!
WHO:
WHAT:
WHEN:
WHERE:
WHY:

You, your family and friends
World Labyrinth Day 2020
Saturday, May 2, 2020 at 1 o’clock in the afternoon
Your St. John’s Labyrinth, A Place Of Grace
To Walk As One At One for WORLD PEACE

Look for more information in the April newsletter!
Blessings,

Save the Date:
The 31st Annual St. John’s Lutheran Church Golf Tournament
To Benefit St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville
MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2020
Open to All
OAKMONT GREEN GOLF COURSE
Hampstead, Maryland
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Creation Care News
This year, 2020, marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day! In this time of global warming and
so many storms occurring out of season or in different locales, we need to take stock in what
we are doing as individuals and as a Church, to reduce waste, reuse things as much as
possible, and recycle everything that we possibly can.
Some things we are looking forward to doing this year at St. John’s are: beginning a recycling
program for metals, aluminum, glass, and plastics; changing to timed light switches; and
eliminating the use of styrofoam in the kitchen. We are also checking into the possibility of
installing solar panels on the Smith Building. We have an Eagle Scout who is looking to do a
project like a rain garden, and there are many other things we could do if we have the
manpower.
Please consider joining me to begin a Creation Care Ministry here. As Christians, we are
called by God to care for His beautiful creation. This includes conserving resources, and
reducing waste. If you have some time or ideas on how to make St. John’s a green church, as
well as a model for our community please contact me. All ages are invited to join this exciting
new Ministry.

443-465-2061
donnamcd40@gmail.com

St. John’s presents Jerry D’s Restaurant Nights
Monday, March 23rd & Monday, March 30th
11 am to 11 pm
Location: 7808 Harford Rd. ~ Parkville, MD 21234
Come Join Us!
No flyer is necessary for this fundraiser.
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Men in Mission
The Men-in-Mission continue to meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays in the Youth Room.
We are currently studying the Letter of James.
In February we donated to Pastor Chesnut’s Slate project, and to the Youth
program to provide daily care packages for shelter residents.
The next Men-in-Mission breakfast will take place on Saturday, March 14th at the
Church of the Brethren on Long Green Road.
We will also host the last Lenten Soup and Salad Dinner on Wednesday, April 1st.

Peace be with you!

APPEAL FOR COATS AND SOCKS
How fortunate we are on these cold, bold chilling days to be able to go to our closet
and select a heavy warm coat to wear and while preparing for outside dress, select a
heavy (perhaps woolen) pair of socks.
Not so for many in our city and counties. It must be terrible for those homeless,
maybe those living and sleeping in tents under some bridge or out of the way place.
WE CAN HELP! The Men in Mission are collecting coats (good and serviceable)
and heavy socks (new only). These items can be for men, women and children.
Please do it now.
Items can be placed in the Men in Mission closet in our church parlor. We will make
sure they will be delivered as soon as we can.
Thank you and God bless you!
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Social Ministry News
During Lent, we would like to ask the congregation to help Carney
Elementary and Villa Cresta Elementary in a new way. These schools, as
most of Baltimore County schools, have developed a Makerspace Lab.
Makerspace provides the children with a chance to design, engineer,
create, build and collaborate to develop something to solve real life
problems. To do this the schools need supplies. This is a chance to begin
your Spring cleaning by donating things you no longer need. The idea is
NOT TO BUY ANYTHING. We will be collecting the items listed below. The collection
bin is located in the second floor stairwell. We will be collecting these items during the
Lenten Season. Please remember that we don’t want you to buy anything! The idea is for
the students to repurpose things.
Recyclables

Other Resources

Paper Bags

Water Bottles Sponges

Popsicle Sticks Wire

Plastic Bags

Bottle Caps

Paper Towels

Coffee Filters

Feathers

Toilet Paper
Rolls

Aluminum
Cans

Tape (all kinds)

Toothpicks

Rocks

Paper Towel

Milk Cartons

Rubber Bands

Straws

Tubing

Chip Tubes

Egg Cartons

Paper Clips

Ziploc Bags

Pool Noodles

Push Pins

Brown Lunch
Bags

Flooring &
Carpet
Samples

Paper Grocery Soup Cans
Bags
Small Boxes

Coffee Cans

Nuts, Bolts,
Foil Baking
Screws & Washers Tins

Fabric Scraps

Tissue Boxes

Spools

Beans

Legos

Felt Pieces

Tissue Paper

Broken toys

Aluminum Foil

Marbles

Yarn & String

Bubble Wrap

Cereal Boxes

Wax Paper

Beads

Pipe Cleaners

Packing

Plastic Fruit

Plastic Wrap

Batteries (all

Balloons

Styrofoam

Cardboard

Cotton Balls

Magnets

Ribbons/Rope

Newspaper

Twisty Ties

Plastic Silverware

Clay

Clips/Clothes

Buttons

Plastic Cups
(all sizes)

Playdough

Hot Glue
Sticks

Pennies

Paper Bowls &
Plates

Wood Pieces
or blocks

Cotton Swabs

Cookie Cutters
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Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule

If you cannot serve on your assigned date, contact Sheila Bender. The office will send out your
readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 410-665-1234. The schedule is
posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe.

Communion Assistant who did not lector, it is requested that you commune the Pastor and
Assisting Minister at the conclusion of communion.
Thank you,

Please join us for our March Lunch Bunch
We will be going to Dellis’ Restaurant located at
8776 Philadelphia Road in Rosedale on Sunday,
March 15th, at 12:30 pm. Please contact Lee or
Laurie Krieger for a reservation.

St. John’s CARES
This past November we sent care packages to 10 of our current St. John’s college
students. The goal was to cheer up those away at school and remind them that their
church family was thinking of them and praying for them. To keep this ministry going,
we are planning on another mailing in March. If you know of a student that we missed
let me know and we will add them to the list. If you would like to help purchase/donate
items to go in the boxes, see the donation board that will be up soon on the counter outside of the
Worship Center. See me or feel free to email me at cr_hills@yahoo.com, if you have any questions.
Thanks,
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Acolyte Schedule

If you are unable to keep
your scheduled time, please
use the Acolyte List to find
a replacement.
Contact Rachel Hills at
rm_hills@yahoo.com with
any schedule changes as
soon as possible.
Thank you!

AV Schedule

Open Altar Flower Date for 2020
Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or
the church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone
at 410-665-1234 to request a date.
March 1st, 8th & 15th

July 12th, 19th & 26th

April 5th & 19th

August 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th

May 3rd, 17th & 24th

September 6th, 20th & 27th

June 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th

October 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th

Newsletter Articles for the
April
edition of the
St. John’s Herald are
due on March 15th.
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Sunday School News
In Sunday School during the month of March the lessons will be:
3/1: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
3/8: One Service Sunday-no Sunday School
3/15: John 4:5-42
3/22: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
3/29: John 11:1-45
During March, the Forum will be led by Sheila Bender & Ardi Scarborough
3/1: Early Christianity—Sheila Bender
3/8: One Service Sunday—no adult forum
3/15: Crusades—Sheila Bender
3/22 & 3/29:—Protestant Denominations—Ardi Scarborough

Donut & Coffee Set Up Schedule
March 1
Charles Bender
Dave & Karen Ermer

March Ushers

March 15, 22

Fred & Judy Zimmer, Samantha
& Becca Zimmer

Jim & Leona Morrow
Milt & Jeannette Dutcher

Chris & Rachel Hills, Joshua
Hills, Shirley & Don Snyder

March 29, April 5, 19
Suzanne Wenneson
Amanda Portera
Terri Meekins

Food for Thought—Donation boxes are in the second floor stairwell. We have an immediate
need for tuna salad kits & Chef Boyardee single serving meals. This program would not be
possible without your donations. Thank you for your generosity!
Food Pantry-Our food pantry collections are donated to Victor’s Vittles at Christus Victor
Lutheran Church. The items most needed are: canned fruit, Chef Boyardee, instant
mashed potatos, can soup, cereal, canned chicken/tuna, peanut butter, jelly, side dishes,
pasta and sauce.
Veterans Counseling Centers-These centers provide counseling to Veterans suffering from
PTSD and their families. Thank you for your donations to the Veterans. Everyone has been
incredibly generous! Currently they need coffee, tea, and powdered creamer. The collection
box is located on the second floor stairwell. Thank you for your help!
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March Birthdays
03/01 T. Michael McDonough
03/03 Melinda McGhin
03/03 Malcolm Neifeld
03/03 Jessica Whitfield
03/05 Betty Creutzer
03/05 Lucas Graf
03/06 John Lotterer
03/06 Paul Swinder
03/07 Heather Swinder
03/08 Patricia Denk
03/08 LeAnn Horchar
03/08 Benjamin McDonough
03/09 Gladys Downs
03/10 MaryLynn Lentz
03/10 Erin Scarborough
03/10 Renee Smith
03/11 Colin Miller
03/14 Jesse Testudine
03/15 Kyle Cappucci
03/15 Darli Sommer
03/16 Michelle Jones
03/16 M. Claire Miller
03/16 Geraldine Steg

03/17 Garrett Morgan
03/17 Patricia Sollanek
03/18 Dominic Lancelotta
03/19 Max Yankolonis
03/20 Susan Addison
03/22 Jackson Wood
03/24 Norma DeMarino 91st
03/25 Matthew Miller
03/26 Karen Hofmann
03/27 Genevieve Schwartz-Mitchell
03/28 Erin Nolder
03/29 Laura Sparks
03/29 McKenna Yankolonis
03/30 David Meekins
03/31 Sallie Bennett
03/31 William Rogers

March Baptismal Anniversaries
03/00 Vernon Reid
03/00 Barbara Wright
03/00 Anthony Jasinski, Jr.
03/00 Ruth Meyers
03/00 Tammy Heyl
03/04 Scott Miller
03/05 Morgan Perzan
03/05 Skylar Burkhardt
03/06 Aria Rozankowski
03/06 Patricia Rozankowski
03/10 Rachel Hills

03/10 Barbara Pohlman-Walston
03/10 Corinne Brock
03/10 Zander Rozankowski
03/11 Christina Buckless
03/11 Annie Bennett
03/12 Emma Evans
03/13 Michelle Alkire
03/15 Michelle Jones
03/15 Jennie Votta
03/16 Wayne Byers
03/17 Devon Wright, Jr.

03/19 Emily Brock
03/21 Jack Bennett
03/22 William Ortloff, Jr.
03/23 Renee Smith
03/24 Norma DeMarino
03/24 Sydney Meyer
03/25 Willow Mehan
03/26 Corey Votta
03/30 M. Claire Miller

March Wedding Anniversaries
3/6/1965 Louis & Sharon Carletti 55th
3/9/1968 Bob & Bett Murphy
3/9/2016 Daniel & Ashley Gerber
3/9/2016 Peter & Rachael Gerber
3/10/1949 Mary & Arthur Pulket 71st
3/13/1971 Nancy & Sonny Toner
3/17/2012 Rachel & Kurt Ermer

3/18/1978 Linda & Gary Burkhardt, Sr.
3/26/1988 Gina & Neil McCall, III
3/29/2014 Scott & Sue Wenneson
3/30/1963 Phil & Marie Kramer
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Prayer List
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