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March Edition 

“Great and mighty are you, O Faithful One, strong is your justice strong 
your love, As you promised to Sarah and Abraham, kindness forevermore.” 
-The Magnificat from Holden Evening Prayer 
 

Blessed Lent! During this time of year many of us focus on Jesus’s     
journey to the cross, and rightly so! 
 

But there is something else to notice in our Sunday scripture readings 
this year. During the season of Lent, the first readings are filled with 
covenants, promises between God and God’s people.  
 

God’s covenant with Noah 
 

“When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I 
will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. “When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and rem    
ember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of 
all flesh that is on the earth.” -Genesis 9:14-16 
 

God’s covenant with Sarah and Abraham  
 

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, 
but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you 
a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of 
peoples shall come from her.” -Genesis 17:6-8 
 

God’s covenant with Israel at Mt. Sinai  
 

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.                       
-Exodus 20:2-3 
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Greeting Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

I’m not a big fan of cold weather and snow, so I was optimistically happy when Punxsutawney Phil did 
not see his shadow and thereby forecasted an early spring.  So, what does this have to do with our 
Church.  Well, a quick check of the calendar will tell us that Ash Wednesday was February 14th, Palm 
Sunday is March 24th and Easter falls on March 31st.  The last time Easter fell in March was 2016 and it 
won’t happen again until 2027.  If Phil was right, it may be a warm Easter, even during the last days of 
March. 

Continuing on the calendar theme: Community Meals returned on February 7th and the next is   
scheduled for March 6th.  We hope you will join us and your Parkville neighbors.  The Spring          
Congregation meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 28th.  Aside from the election of the Financial 
Secretary, this is an open meeting where any appropriate topics can be discussed. 

I ask that you look at the online version or pick-up a copy of the Annual Report for 2023 and read the 
reports from all the ministry teams and committees that serve our Church in so many ways.  There 
are 25 different groups represented and you can read about the     
purpose and contributions each accomplished during 2023.  Possibly 
you will find that your talents match the needs of one of the teams 
and feel called to help support the mission of St. John’s. 

Peace and Blessings, 

, Council President 2024 

God’s “new covenant” promised to Jeremiah 
 

I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and    
remember their sin no more. –Jeremiah 31:33b-34 
 

These covenants reveal God’s steadfast love and faithfulness. These promises remind us of what we 
experience in baptism. Like Noah and his family we are promised life beyond death, as God’s people 
of old were brought through the Red Sea, so we are brought through the waters of baptism and given 
a new future. In baptism we, like Abram and Sarai, receive a new name—child of God.  
 

God is truly rich in mercy and love, and remembers our sin no more. 
 

Thanks and praise be to God, 

From the Council President  
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I was invited to a bridal shower recently and purchased a gift. I love wrapping presents and am very 
selective in the paper I choose. It has to be just right, even to the point that the paper reflects what 
it covers. At Christmas, for example, Santa paper goes on toys for children’s gifts; something fun for 
women is covered with star or angel paper; outdoors gifts go in outdoor paper. So, the shower gift 
was wrapped in paper with hearts. Perfect. 
 
Though we don’t use wrapping paper, the Lutheran services at St. John’s are also wrapped like gifts. 
Our services are wrapped around the theme of the day. It takes a good amount of time to put a    
service together. The sermon, the music, the paraments- everything is related. I try very hard to 
match the anthems with the readings and prayers.  Sometimes God takes care of things- like on 
Sundays when the choir is small and, surprise, the anthem is for two parts! Thank you, God!   
 
A few weeks ago I heard that someone mentioned that all of the hymns in that particular service 
were “funeral songs.” Sorry, but if we go back to the readings for the Sunday, we will probably find 
that they were about finding comfort or reassurance. In hymns, the music is the vehicle for the 
words. Whether the hymns are solemn or joyous, slow or fast, let the words speak to you and make 
a joyful noise. 
 
On another note, I can’t believe that March is here and Holy Week is quickly approaching. The Adult 
Choir is busy preparing We Remember Calvary for Good Friday. They are also working on Hal      
Hopson’s arrangement of Handel’s Easter Messiah for April 14th, the third Sunday of Easter. If you 
would like a chance to sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” and a few other Easter selections, please join us 
very soon for rehearsals. You will be warmly welcomed. We begin our weekly practices at 7:30 pm 
with the special music.  
 
As we continue on our Lenten journey, look for the little surprises. Sometimes the wrapping doesn’t 
match but other times, it is perfect. Whatever you do, please keep 
 
Making a Joyful Noise! 

Notes from the Organ Bench 

Men-in-Mission  

The next Men-in-Mission meeting will take place on Tuesday, March 12th at 7 pm in the Youth Room.  
Our next breakfast meeting will be on Saturday, March 16th at 9 am at Jerry D’s Restaurant. 
 
All men from the congregation are invited to attend our meetings. 
 
We will be hosting the Soup and Salad Dinner on Wednesday. March 20th.  
 
Enjoy the coming of Spring! 
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March  

Acolyte Schedule 

**If you are unable to keep 
your scheduled time, please 
contact Rachel Hills at 
rm_hills@yahoo.com or          
410-592-3587 with any      
schedule changes as soon as 
possible. Thank you! 

   

Lector/Communion Assistant Schedule for March 

3/3 Andy Rother 3/24 Bonnie Spellman 

3/10 Megan Czarski 3/28 
Noon 
7 pm 

Maundy Thurs. 
Milt Dutcher 
Vickie Jasinski 

 3/17 Amanda Hartman 3/31 Easter Sunday 
Lee Smith  

The office will send out your         
readings.  If you do not receive      
them, call the church office at           
410-665-1234. The schedule is             
posted monthly on the bulletin      
board in the Vestry where you 
robe. 
 

Thank you, 
       

March 

Assisting Minister  

Schedule   

3/3 Linda Wiley 3/24 Tony Jasinski 

3/10 Linda Wiley 3/28 
Noon 
7 pm  

Maundy Thurs.  
Lee Smith 
Tony Jasinski  

3/17 Robin Dibley 3/31 Easter Sunday 
Tony Jasinski 

3/3–Emma E. 3/24-Jack W.  

3/10-Devon W.  3/28– TBD 

3/17-Maddie W. 3/31-Alec B.  

March Worship  

Dismissal Schedule  

3/3 Emily R. (C) 
Devon W.  

3/24 
Brody E. (C) 
Landry E. 
Simon B.  

3/10 James W.(C) 
Alec B.  

3/28 
Noon 
7 pm  

Maundy Thurs. 
N/A 
Emily R. 

3/17 Olivia S. (C) 
Devon W.  

3/31 
Easter Sunday 
Gabby G. (C) 
James W. 

If your child would like to 
help with the dismissal, 
please let one of the     
Pastors know.  
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We are taking altar flower dedications for 2024 
                                                              Open Altar Flowers dates are: 

 

 
 
 
 

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at ofice@stjohnsparkville.org 
or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date.  

**Please note that the cost of Altar Flowers is $50** 

March 10  June 2, 23, 30 September 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

April 7 July 14, 21, 28 October 6, 13, 20, 27 

May 5, 12 August 4, 11, 18, 25 November 3, 10, 17, 24 

 

Save these upcoming dates for 2024 Youth Events! 
 
 Seekers for grades 3-5                        March 9-10, 2024 
 Middle School Leadership Retreat    April 12-14, 2024 
 
 ELCA Youth Gathering "Created to Be" July 16-20, 2024 in New Orleans, 

Louisiana 
       This is for students in grades 8-12 
 ELCA Young Adult Gathering "Created to Be" July 16-20, 2024 in New Orleans, Louisiana 
       This is for ages 18-35 
 

More information about these events, as well as how to register will be available soon. You can also 
find more information at youngfaithmatters.com. 

Newsletter Articles for the April edition of the            
St. John’s Herald are due by March 18th. 

 
Treasurer’s Report –   December 2023 

 

  

 
 

  2023 Budget Dec 2023 2023 (Jan-Dec) 2022 (Jan-Dec) 

Income         

Regular Giving $300,000 $31,972 $283,985 $273,792 

Other Income 119,330 2,421 40,567 79,711 

Total $419,330 $34,393 $324,552 $353,503 

          

Average Giving/ 

Sunday 

$8,064 

  

$7,993 $5,461 $5,265 

          

Expenses         

Benevolence $  30,000 $13,400 $  28,400 $  27,400 

Budgeted Expenses 389,330 21,260 357,755 335,436 

Total $419,330 $34,660 $386,155 $362,836 

          

Deficit   ($267) ($61,603) ($9,333) 

http://youngfaithmatters.com/
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Making Summer Plans? 
 
Before COVID, St. John’s offered three wonderful summer experiences- VBS (with 100 children), the 
Summer Musical Camp (with 33 campers), and the Music Campette (with 30 campers). Last         
summer, in person VBS and the Campette returned.   
 
We are hoping to hold both Summer Music Camps this summer. 
 
Music Campette- July 29-31; 9:00 – noon; for students who have completed K-grade 2 
Musical Camp- August 12-16; 9:00 – 2:00 pm; for students who have completed grades 3 – 8 
 
We can almost guarantee that the campette will happen, but the camp is a BIG maybe. 
 
In order to hold the camps, especially the Musical Camp, we need HELPERS! The musical is          
pre-selected, but the campers are creating their scenery, props, learning the songs, movements and 
script. At the end of the week, the musical is performed. 
 
If you know of someone, high school or older with experience in or 
a love for performing, art, moving, PLEASE encourage them to 
contact Martha at mrequard1@gmail.com as soon as possible. 
Thanks! 
 
Here’s praying for an activity filled summer! 

Director of Music 

Cemetery Note... 

Anyone who has winter/Christmas flowers or decorations on their family graves, please remove 
them as we are getting ready for Spring and Easter. We want to thank all of our church members 
who continually keep our cemetery clean and place those beautiful flowers on their family graves. 
Please remember that we are always grateful for any monetary gifts in memory of your loved ones.  

on behalf of 
the St. John’s Cemetery Committee 

mailto:mrequard1@gmail.com
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Next Community Meal 
                                  Wednesday, March 6th 

                              5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall  
                               Invite your family, friends and neighbors! 

 

Bible Study 

“The Gospel of Matthew for Everyone” 
 This group meets on Fridays at 11 am in the Smith Building 

                                Faith + Fellowship  
                    Join us on Sunday Mornings in the Fellowship Hall 
                                    from 9:00am-9:45am 
This is an opportunity for adults to gather for light refreshments and to grow in 
faith.  

                           Sunday School Schedule 

                                     9 am –9:45 am 

 Children ages 3 through 5th grade meets on the 3rd floor 

 Middle & High School meets in the Youth Room on the 2nd floor 

 Faith & Fellowship meets in the Fellowship Hall 

 St. John’s Youth Group meets in the Youth Room  

on the second floor from about 11:15 am—12:30 pm on the 1st  Sunday of the month. 
This group is for middle and high school students. Join us as we have fun, get to 

know on another, and grow in faith together.  

A note of thanks…. 

Many heartfelt thanks to everyone who supported me through   
prayers, cards and greetings during my many health issues in the 
past year. Your care and concern meant so very much to me and      
certainly demonstrates the strength of St. John’s congregation. I am 
so glad to be a part of St. John’s Lutheran Church.
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 Food for Thought Program 

We are packing 50 bags each week for 25 students at Carney Elementary with food instability.            
It costs $16.94 to provide food for each child, each week.  

A list of what is needed: 

7.5 oz. Chef Boyardee meals 
3.5 oz Tuna or Chicken Salad kits 
Pudding cups 
Individual packs of cookies 
Pop tarts and cereal bars 
Drink pouches (low or no sugar added) 
Small bags of potato chips or other snack items 
Individual packs of snack crackers    

Offering money helps support this effort too! Any monetary donations are welcomed and certainly 
appreciated. Thanks for your support! 

Mar-Lu-Ridge Camp in Jefferson, MD invites you to join us this summer!    
Family Campers and youth ages 6-17 are welcome. We never turn anyone 
away for financial reasons, so please ask about our Campership fund if      
needed. Come experience small-group camping, swimming, hiking,            
sleep-outs, new friends, and exciting activities that challenge you to grow in 
confidence and in faith - all in a safe and inclusive community. Our 2024 
Theme is "Created To Be!" Registration is open; Early Bird discount through 
February 18. For more information visit mar-lu-ridge.org/summer-camp/ or 
call 800.238.9974.                                 

                                                                      Save The Dates! 
  
 

Youth Ministry Bingo  
Saturday, May 4th 

6 pm-10 pm  
in St. Ursula School Auditorium 

VBS 
July 8-12, 2024 
9 am—12:30 pm 

More information will be 
coming in early Spring.  

                                                        Clothing Shed Fundraiser 
 

All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations are: All clothing, 
shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed 
toys. Please spread the word about our clothing shed to your family, friends 
and neighbors. Thanks to your donations, we raised close to $950.00.   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qf_l0jVFG9G6UrCBaW3yDpvJEp6GW1gxvpn9uMly0Kkeh1i9OcDIBLoflLlbi_Dx10dn_nwmfR8Qf10HMiFVygMoIB6uXKV8iVWAqQOSHMCYo0AprqKTNinm8yOQCz-lsV4rGnBNKKKj2JkX7ViKRsQK5nu6IaNJmH8QNDNG4_A=&c=JZaGzIKgumMJKAn_k9Q7pflQPRZk5whtZHAvGEeX67In81HRgmpM
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Food Pantry Request 
 

The food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran Church, Victor’s Vittles, is serving 30-40 families each 
week. Items needed are: canned fruit, cereal & oatmeal, jelly, peanut butter, pasta sauce, spaghetti 
noodles,  Raman noodles, mac & cheese, beef stew, pancake mix & syrup, instant potatoes, canned 
meals. 
 

You can drop your donations off at St. John’s and we will deliver them to the food pantry. *Just a 
note...regular size items are best because everything has to fit into one 
bag. 
 

Thank you so much for your continued support of our food pantry! 
  

  A reminder that  
St. John’s has Venmo!  

Enter @stjohnsparkville in 
the Venmo App or scan 
the QR code. This is an            

alternate way of giving for 
those you don’t carry cash.  

Thank you for your generous support for our "Help the Holy Land" concert on 
February 4th benefitting Lutheran Disaster Response.  

A very special thank you to Keith Derrickson for organizing the concert and  
sharing his musical gifts with us! Our grand total raised was $3,129. Thank you for 

making a difference in the lives of many people suffering in the region.  

 St. John’s CARES 
 

Once again, we will be sending Care Packages to our youth who are 
away at college. The goal has always been to cheer up those who are 

away at school and remind them that their church family is thinking of 
them and praying for them. We are planning another mailing in early 
April. If you know of a college student we missed in the Fall or if your 
student has moved to a new dorm room, let us know. Contact either 

the Church Office (office@stjohnsparkville.org or Chris 
Hills  (cr_hills@yahoo.com). If you want to help us fill the boxes, please 

take a sticky note from the board that is hanging on the wall outside of the Sanctuary.  

Please return your donations by Sunday, March 24th.  

Thanks for your support of our college students! 

mailto:office@stjohnsparkville.org
mailto:cr_hills@yahoo.com
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03/01 Emersyn Curran 
03/01 Isla Curran 
03/01 T. Michael McDonough 
03/03 Melinda McGhin 
03/03 Malcolm Neifeld  90

th 

03/03 Jessica Whitfield 
03/05 Nora Collinsworth 
03/05 Betty Creutzer 
03/05 Lucas Graf 
03/06 John Lotterer  80

th 

03/08 Patricia Denk 
03/08 LeAnn Horchar 
03/08 Benjamin McDonough 
03/10 Renee Smith 
03/11 Colin Miller 
03/14 Jesse Testudine 
 
 
 
 

03/15 Kyle Cappucci 
03/15 Darli Sommer 
03/16 Simon Berger 
03/16 Michelle Jones 
03/16 Geraldine Steg 
03/17 Garrett Morgan 
03/18 Dominic Lancelotta 
03/19 Max Yankolonis 
03/20 Susan Addison 
03/21 Keegan Wenderoth 
03/22 Jackson Wood 
03/25 Matthew Miller 
03/26 Karen Hofmann 
03/27 Genevieve Schwartz-
Mitchell 
 
 
 
 
 

03/28 Erin Nolder 
03/29 Laura Sparks 
03/29 McKenna Yankolonis 
03/31 Sallie Bennett 
03/31 William Rogers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

March Birthdays 

March Baptismal Anniversaries 

March Wedding Anniversaries 

03/00 Vernon Reid 
03/00 Barbara Wright 
03/00 Anthony Jasinski, Jr. 
03/00 Ruth Meyers 
03/00 Tammy Heyl 
03/04 Scott Miller 
03/05 Morgan Perzan 
03/05 Skylar Burkhardt 
03/10 Rachel Hills 

03/10 Barbara Pohlman-Walston 
03/10 Corinne Brock 
03/11 Christina Buckless 
03/11 Annie Bennett 
03/12 Emma Evans 
03/13 Michelle Alkire 
03/15 Michelle Jones 
03/15 Jennie Votta 
03/16 Wayne Byers 

03/17 Devon Wright, Jr. 
03/19 Emily Brock 
03/21 Jack Bennett 
03/23 Renee Smith 
03/24 Sydney Meyer 
03/25 Willow Mehan 
03/26 Corey Votta 

3/6/1965 Louis & Sharon Carletti 
3/9/1968 Bob & Bett Murphy 
3/9/2016 Daniel & Ashley Gerber 
3/9/2016 Peter & Rachael Gerber 
3/13/1971 Nancy & Sonny Toner 
 

3/17/2012 Rachel & Kurt Ermer 
3/18/1978 Linda & Gary Burkhardt, Sr. 
3/26/1988 Gina & Neil McCall, III 
3/29/2014 Scott & Sue Wenneson 
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Prayer List 

For health & healing 
Vernon Reid 
Dennis Buckless 
Lisa Muhlbach  
Doris Rye  
Richard Souders 
Oluseye Fowode 
Robert Suznick 
Barbara Mueller 
Lisa Duerling 
Joan Kraft 
Mike McDonough 
Joan Swank 
Rosalie Coffman 
Pat Hurley 
Debbie Miller 
Sandy Scott 
Vickie Jasinski  
  
For family & friends  
Pierce Newman 
Coralee Myrtle 
William Bold, Sr. 
Fran Eliopoulos 
Eleni Bowden 
Laney Stowell 
Mary Margaret Wroten 
Butch Kahl 
Pearl Johnson 
Nancy 
Donna Joseph  
Harriet Miller 
Maeve Webster 
Shannon McLaughlin 
John Bryan 
Joe Federline 

Pastor John Burk 
Tiffany Webb 
Mary & Barry McCain 
Russell Fitch  
Bonnie Franklin 
Jamie Kirschner 
Lily Newman 
Rob Graff 
Alice Evans 
Trish Pizza 
Betsy Shock 
Sue Eid 
Genevieve Byrnes 
Julie Bramble 
Ruth Reimschissel  
         aka Mrs. Clause 
Donna Boblooch 
Yung-Mee Rhee  
 
For the military     
and their families  
Kalib McCann 
Mason Ledbetter 
Leroy Keller 
Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony 
Bowser 
Corporal Justin Ferro 
Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann 
Michael Anthony Tucker 
 

          … and all those in  
         harm’s way. 
 

For those grieving family & 
friends of  
Bett Murphy 
Leonard Steg  

Homebound  members 
Patricia Becker 
Agatha Biensach-Daniels 
Barbara Conrad 
Betty Creutzer 
Margaret Eubert 
June Franz 
Betty Glassband 
Richard Hoerner 
Patricia Hurley  
Audrey Lentz 
John Lotterer 
Paul Nolder 
Patrick O’Connell 
Janet Roth  
Kim Townsley 
Emma Volz 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Notes regarding the Prayer List: 

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please call the church office at 410-665-1234 
or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 

The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since members of the church 
place their loved ones on the list and we don’t typically know the status of their illness, we don’t 
know when they are well enough to be removed. Please look over the prayer list and if there is 
someone who is doing well, please contact the church office and ask to have them removed.  
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 March Calendar 
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Kid’s Corner 

 

 Ash Wednesday 


