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MAUNDY THURSDAY
GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin,
death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to
which we were called at baptism.
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of
reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the
celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
(A brief silence.)
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to
love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to
serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING

Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation
of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. This
is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand;
and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. For I will pass through the land of
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings
and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall
be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no
plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance
for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall
observe it as a perpetual ordinance.
The Word of the Lord.
PSALM

Thanks be to God.
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

I love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever I called.
How shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
I will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people.
Precious in your sight, O LORD,
is the death of your servants.
O LORD, truly I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people,
in the courts of the LORD‘s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This
is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able.)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Return to the Lord

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
GOSPEL

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

The Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And
during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had
come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am
doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.”
For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he
had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do
you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is
what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.
Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than
the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” “Now the Son
of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him,
God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I
am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as
I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
(The assembly is seated.)

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Great God, Your Love Has Called Us Here

1

Great God, your love has called us here
as we, by love, for love were made.
Your living likeness still we bear,
though marred, dishonored, disobeyed.
We come, with all our heart and mind
your call to hear, your love to find.

3

4

Then take the towel, and break the bread,
and humble us, and call us friends.
Suffer and serve till all are fed,
and show how grandly love intends
to work till all creation sings,
to fill all worlds, to crown all things.

ELW 358 (vv. 1, 3, 4)

Great God, in Christ you call our name
and then receive us as your own
not through some merit, right, or claim,
but by your gracious love alone.
We strain to glimpse your mercy seat
and find you kneeling at our feet.

(Text: Brian A. Wren; Music: Norman Cocker, 1889-1953; Text. © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing
Company; Music © Oxford University Press)

FOOTWASHING
On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as he has loved us.
We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each
other as Jesus became our servant. Our commitment to this loving service is signified in the
washing of feet, following the example our Lord gave us on the night before his death.
(The ministers and leaders wash each other’s feet.)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

(Please stand as you are able.)

After each petition

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(The assembly is seated.)
MEAL

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless
us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places...
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of
your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise
and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood
of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
(The assembly may remain standing in place while the bread and the
wine are brought to each member of the assembly.)
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
COMMUNION SONG

Lamb of God

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

ELW 708

Refrain
Jesu, Jesu,
fill us with your love,
show us how to serve
the neighbors we have from you.

1

Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
master who acts as a slave to them.
Refrain

2

Neighbors are wealthy and poor,
varied in color and race,
neighbors are near us and far away.
Refrain

3

These are the ones we will serve,
These are the ones we will love;
all these are neighbors to us and you.
Refrain

4

Kneel at the feet of our friends,
silently washing their feet:
this is the way we will live with you.
Refrain

(Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.; Music: Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin; Text and music ©
1969 Hope Publishing Company)

(Please stand as you are able.)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your suffering,
death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits
of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
(The service concludes with the stripping of the altar. The sacramental elements and vessels,
linens, paraments, banners, and books are removed from the worship space. Psalm 22 is sung or
said by a cantor. Lights are dimmed as the worship space is stripped.)
(All depart in silence.)
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Announcements






Good Friday, April 2nd, 7 pm
Worship streamed online and in person - with all distanced protocols*
Easter Sunday: April 4th
9am Worship streamed online and in-person - with all distanced protocols*
11am Outdoor worship in parking lot, with outdoor distanced protocols*
(both Easter services will include Holy Communion)
Easter 2 Sunday, April 11th (Pastor on vacation) Worship streamed online only at 10 am
*Sign up by calling the church office

(Worship plans continuing in the spring will be announced depending upon circumstances, weather, and
Covid 19 virus status)

Prayer List
Please remember the following individuals in your prayers.
For health & healing: John McLaughlin, Tony Jasinski, John Kraft, Betty Hedgespeth, Robert
Scott, Lee Krieger, Suzanne Lindsay, Patty Schwab, Tom & Marion McDonough, Ardi
Scarborough, Bett Murphy and Vickie Jasinski
For family & friends: Jay Snyder, John Snyder, Elizabeth Brooks, John Miller, Norma Weber,
Karen Alban, Jean Bartenfelter, Kathy Thompson, Larry & Mary Tuley, Doug Adams, Linda
Asplin, Robert Scott, Jr., Robert Scott, III, Karen Ehrenberg and Linda Fliegel
For the military and their families: Jacob Verble, Lance Corporal Justin Ferro, Sgt. Stephen
Peck, Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann, Michael Anthony Tucker, Chaplain A. J. Striffler and all
those in harm’s way
For St. John’s Caring Friends: Trudy Anderson, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Gladys Downs,
Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Betty Hedgespeth, Leroy Hohne, Philip Kramer,
Audrey Lentz, John Lotterer, Patrick O’Connell, Arthur Pulket, Mary Ann Reek, Patricia
Sollanek, Cass Tracey, Emma Volz, Doris Warfield, and Clara Westphal

