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In this issue... 

Schedules 

Special May days 

May Edition 

Transition in Interim Ministry leadership comes at end of May 

Interim Pastor Spangler, who began with St. John’s in early April of 
2020, is being re-assigned later this spring to a congregation beginning 
a transition. The Synod has appointed the Rev. John Sabatelli, a deeply 
respected and retired pastor in the synod, to provide the last part of 
the bridge for St. John’s.  Pastor Spangler will conclude his service on 
May 23rd, Pentecost Sunday, and Pastor Sabatelli will begin on Sunday, 
May 30th. 
 

Pastor John’s new assignment will shorten his commute, he says, since 
the congregation is in Westminster, MD. He also said that “it saddens 
me not to be able to see St. John’s all the way through to the issuing of 
a call. But interim pastors cannot control the timing of when            
transitions begin and end.” And “St. John’s is getting the very best” in 
Pastor Sabatelli. See Pastor Sabatelli’s bio on page 6. 
 

The Rev. Robin Simpson, Assistant to the Bishop, has been actively    
assisting in the transition planning.  She has met with our                  
congregation’s leaders, both council and call committee as she awaits 
the completion of the congregation profile.  Interviews for the            
interested candidates begin after the profile is complete.   
 

Pastor John concluded: “I cannot say adequately how much of a          
privilege it has been to walk with you over what will be a span of 14 
months, and the challenge of walking with you in this time of a          
pandemic will be a fond memory and an exciting time to keep ministry 
going. St. John’s is a congregation with a bright future and will attract 
good candidates in discernment for a call. And my prayers for a          
spirit-filled, good launch of a new ministry will continue for you all.”    
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Pastor’s Paragraph 

You Can’t Keep the Good News Down for Long 

In this year of adaptive challenges, the electrical lines feeding the 
church’s building had turned to powder last Saturday.  All this last 
year, a pandemic virus could not keep us off the air, but the loss of 
electricity did this past Sunday. Well, it slowed us down at least 
and kept us from reaching most of you. But then again, we bap-
tized by candlelight and sunlight filtered through the east facing 
stained glass, and we consecrated bread and wine by candlelight 
for distribution in the parking lot. So no, St. John’s was not really 
closed after all.  

You missed the reading about the Good Shepherd and Psalm 23. 
Shepherding imagery reminds me of how much I will miss seeing 
St. John’s all the way through to the call of a new permanent      
pastor. But I will conclude my service (May23rd, Pentecost Sunday) with in-person services and 
the rite of Confirmation.  

There is much that we were not able to do this year such as the normal visits to hospitals and 
homes, regular in-person worship for months on end, and fellowship experiences with food and 
the great  festival events for which St. John’s is known.  Taking food away and grounding the     
coffee pot for Lutherans is just cruel.   

But most of all, I want to say that it has been a privilege to serve you and the Lord’s church with 
great staff colleagues and excellent leadership. Thank you for your trust and patience and for the 
feedback and words of appreciation that you sent my way. Thank you for adapting safely and 
keeping connected. Thank you for supporting this ministry in its ever changing formats. Thanks 
for all the smiles as you received communion or elbow bumps, or a wave of peace. Thank you for 
sharing a ton of food and for jumping in to create an online VBS.  Thanks for coming out in the 
rain Christmas Eve in the driving rain! Thanks for bringing your chairs to worship on the St. John’s 
campus.  Thank you for many good memories.  

St. John’s can’t be kept down for long, and this community of faith will emerge from the limits of 
the pandemic changed by our experience.  We have said good-bye to several key members  and 
we have that shared sorrow to incorporate into our identity. But St. John’s can emerge creatively 
reaching out to our neighbors and friends with good news of God’s gift of grace in Christ.  And so I 
pray and urge you forward in your mission, no, in our common mission that we share in this wider 
body of Christ.  

May the Spirit be with you as you prepare to call your next shepherd-leader in the Gospel and    
renew your sense of mission.   

Interim Pastor (April 2020 to May 23, 2021)  
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Upcoming Worship Opportunities in May:  

May 2nd —10 am - Hybrid service (online and in

-person inside) with Holy Communion         
distribution in the parking lot at 11:30 am.  

May 9th — 9 am -  Hybrid service (online and  

in-person inside) with Holy Communion 

                  11 am -  In-person service outdoors in the parking lot (weather permitting) with Holy 
Communion 

May 16th – 9 am - Hybrid service (online and in-person inside) Service of the Word 

                   11 am -  n-person service outdoors in the parking lot (weather permitting) Service of 
the Word 

Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd – 9 am - Hybrid service (online and in-person inside) with             

Confirmation and Holy Communion **Interim Pastor John Spangler’s last Sunday 

                   11 am -  In-person service outdoors in the parking lot with Holy Communion (weather 
permitting) 

Holy Trinity Sunday, May 30th – 10 am - Hybrid service (Online and in-person inside) **Interim 
Pastor John Sabatelli’s first Sunday 

 Treasurer’s Report –  March 2021 

  2021 Budget Mar 2021 2021 (Jan-Mar) 2020 (Jan-Mar) 

Income         

Regular Giving $288,000 $26,556 $60,167 $61,727 

Other Income 73,131 19,178 22,725 20,889 

Total $361,131 $45,734 $82,892 $82,616 

          

Average Giving/ 

Sunday 

$6,945 

  

$6,639 $5,014 $4,748 

          

Expenses         

Benevolence $  28,000 $  2,333 $  6,999 $  7,875 

Budgeted Expenses 333,131 28,618 74,396 95,890 

Total $361,131 $30,951 $81,395 $103,765 

          

Deficit   $14,783 $1,497 ($21,149) 
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    Notes from the Organ Bench 

Easter morning arrived with beautiful weather and our first open church services in quite a while. 
The 9 am indoor service was nicely attended and began with “I Know That My Redeemer Liveth” 
from Messiah, beautifully sung by Eddie Garner. One of the Garner children attended the Music 
Campette a few years ago. The family also attended services and Sunday school. It was wonderful 
to hear such a beautiful voice during the service. Thank you, Eddie, for volunteering to share your 
gift. 
 

The 11 am service was also well attended and aside from the wind that played havoc with our     
music, it was very uplifting. This service began with Erick Brock and Emily singing “Rise Again.” 
Mike McDonough added his guitar to the piano. It was great to see so many faces and to be able to 
worship in person with so many people. Thank you to everyone who offered their musical gifts, 
and those who attended, whether in person or virtually. 
 

As the earth is showing its first signs of spring, I find that I am looking ahead to summer. I am 
looking forward to a summer with time outdoors with my grandchildren rather than supervising 
them in their computer classrooms. I look forward to picnics, visits to the zoo, going to the parks 
and other outdoor venues. I am not sure when we will be able to take our field trips to IKEA or the 
Aquarium but know that one day they will happen. 
 

As I am looking forward to some normalcy, I must also face the fact that some things will not   
happen again this summer. For three summers St. John’s offered a Musical Camp and was able to 
add a Music Campette for two of those years. Last summer the camps were suspended and it was 
my hope to be able to offer them this summer. Running camps takes a lot of preparation and many 
hands to make the experience enjoyable to all. Looking ahead to summer I see too many             
uncertainties to work around. I do not want to offer a limited experience.  I also think that the    
response would be overwhelming and do not want to have to limit participation. After meeting 
with the Task Force, I have decided that  
 

The Summer Musical Camp and Campette will NOT be offered this summer. They WILL return 
in 2022.   
 

Though I am disappointed, I know that this is the right decision and that 2022 will offer wonderful 
experiences for all. 
 

COVID caused many things to be cancelled this past year. One of them was the trip to            
Oberammergau and the Passion play in 2020. The play was postponed to 2022. There is still a 
group from St. John’s that will be going, and I will serve at the host for the St. John’s portion of the 
group. The trip will leave from DC on July 2 and return on July 12, 2022. The price is $4347 per   
person and included airfare, ground travel, lodging, most meals, plus a ticket to the Passion 
play. If you are interested, let me know and I will get more information to you. If you know 
someone else who might be interested, please share. Thanks! 
 

I am praying that we will soon safely return to in person worship, but until then, keep 
 
Making a Joyful Noise. 
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                              Open Altar Flower Dates for 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at                             
office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

May 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd September 5th, 19th and 26th 

June 6th, 13th and 27th October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st 

July  4th and 25th  November 7th, 14th and 28th 

August 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th December 5th, 12th, 19th, 24th and 26th 

Please help Victor’s Vittles Food Pantry! 

Due to the increased need in the community, the food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran 
Church needs your help in keeping their food pantry stocked. They have managed to stay open 
during the pandemic, supplying families in need. Donations may be dropped off to Christus  
Victor by calling  410-668-8089.  If you would prefer to drop off your donations at St. John’s, 
feel free to do so and we will get the donations to Christus Victor. Items needed are:  

 

Spaghetti Sauce  Taco, Chili, Meatloaf mixes Cereal 

Canned Fruit Applesauce Hamburger or Tuna Helper 

Gravy Mix Toothpaste Soap 

Shaving Cream Deodorant Pasta  

   Instant Mashed Potatoes  

Lector Schedule for May 

May 2nd Donna McDonough May 23rd  JoAnn Weiland 

May 9th Megan Schoenfliess May 30th Mike McDonough 

May 16th Amanda Portera   
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St. John’s Hosts Annual Meeting of OSSD Deacons                                                                    

Members of the Delaware- Maryland OSSD met in April here at St. John’s for its Annual Meeting 
which included multiple committee reports and election of leadership.  OSSD, the Order of St.      
Stephen Deacons, is the order to which Deacon Claire 
belongs. Bishop Gohl and his spouse, Arwyn, who serves 
as chaplain to the order also attended.  

The OSSD order reflects a program of study in the      
Delaware-Maryland Synod to provide training for lay 
leaders to be of service to pastors, to the congregation, 
and most importantly to our Lord.  Deacons are people 
who feel God’s love, and live out the Gospel message in 
their daily lives. The word “DEACON” comes from the 
Greek word “DIAKONIA” which speaks of service.        
Deacons are called to Word and Service, whereas Pastors 
are called to Word and Sacrament. Deacons can be seen 
sitting at a bedside, leading worship, visitation, serving food, picking up trash, etc. 

There are seventy-two (72) active deacons in the synod serving churches and assisting pastors as 
needed. The OSSD leadership includes an Archdeacon, Secretary and Treasurer elected by the    
membership every two (2) years. These elections took place at the April meeting this year.   

Rev. Sabatelli’s Bio 

The Rev. John R Sabatelli, bridge pastor for St. John’s beginning May 30th, was born and raised in New York City, 
baptized at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Brooklyn and confirmed at St. Luke Lutheran Church, Queens.  

His degrees come from Queens College, City University of New York, 1967, Lutheran Theological Seminary at    
Philadelphia, 1971and the honorary Doctor  of Divinity from LTSP for leadership in the ELCA and community.  

His parish calls included: Christ Lutheran Church, Wantagh, Long Island, 1971-75 
Christ Lutheran Church, Islip Terrace, Long Island, 1975-83 
Christ Lutheran Church, Baltimore, 1983-2012 

And he has served two interim ministries: New Hope Lutheran Church, Columbia, 2013 
and St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Arbutus, 2015-2019 

Other experiences include Part time Director of Stewardship, Metro NY Synod 

and Capital Campaign Consultant for the ELCA.  

Boards and other activities at various times:  

Chaplain, Islip Terrace Volunteer Fire Department, Seafarers Center, NYC, President 
Deaton Hospital and Home, Chair; Christ Church Harbor Apartments, Chair 
Charles-Light Parking, Chair; Christ Church Foundation, President 
Lutheran Center at Christ Church, InFaith Community Foundation, Minneapolis, Chair 
Tressler Foundation, President; LTSG Endowment Foundation 
Harbor Hospital, Kernan Hospital, and University Specialty Hospital 

His Synodical involvement includes: 
Stewardship Committee, Chair; Evangelism Committee, Dean of Conference several times 
and chair of Bishop's Mutual Ministry Committee 
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Sunday School News 
 For those who are participating in the online Sunday School program, below are the links for 
the upcoming lessons: 
 

5/2/2021              Let Us Love One Another             1 John 4:7-21 
                https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NeW9IFxnWmo 
 

5/9/2021              Abide in Love                                  John 15:9-17 
                https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=btojLhvXzUc 
 

5/16/2021            Matthias is Chosen                          Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
                https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Od4WdDHPW6E 
 

 5/23/2021            Filled with the Holy Spirit               Acts 2:1-21 
                https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMQKy1Mx49M 
 

5/30/2021            Isaiah’s Vision of God                     Isaiah 6:1-8 
                https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ht-nTXQbvcg 

Men-In-Mission 
The Men in Mission are deeply saddened by the loss of our brother, John Kraft. We 
loved John’s sense of humor, love of history and compassion for others. He was 
deeply committed to providing to the less fortunate. He enjoyed spicing up our 
meetings with games and discussion topics that were often off the beaten path. 
John will be greatly missed, but we know that he is now with our Lord. There will 
be no dull meetings in Heaven now that John is there! 
 

Protect Yourself Against Fraud and Scams 
 
The Village at Augsburg is offering a virtual seminar on ways to protect      
yourself in this age of online scammers and other threats in the digital age. 
This event, May 12th a 11am will show you how to avoid becoming a victim, how 
to recognize a scammer, and how to protect yourself.  This is a $3 billion   
problem these days according to the Senate Special Cte on Aging. 
Register at  www.thevillageataugsburg.org/fraud-prevention  or call              
443-241-9321.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NeW9IFxnWmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=btojLhvXzUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Od4WdDHPW6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMQKy1Mx49M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ht-nTXQbvcg
http://www.thevillageataugsburg.org/fraud-prevention
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† Condolences to the family of James “Jim” Denk. Jim passed away on  

April 4th.  

                                     
† Condolences to the family of Randy Tracey. Randy passed away on April 9th.  Randy is the 
son of  Cass Tracey.  
 

† Condolences to the family of John Kraft. John passed away on April 13th.  

 

† Condolences to the family of Lee Krieger. Lee passed away on April 14th.  

 
† Condolences to the family of William “Bill” Johnson. Bill passed away on April 15th. Bill is 
the father of Carol, our church secretary. 

 

† Condolences to the family of Thomas Whitehead. Thomas passed away on April 21st.  

  

  We are happy to announce that we were able to welcome four children 

into the family of St. John’s through the sacrament of baptism.  

 

             Aiden Scott Collinsworth—4/18/21 

                 Mikayla Lynn Collett-4/18/21 

            Adalyn Elizabeth Rother and-4/18/21 

                 Everlee Joanna Curran– 4/25/21 

 
We are now doing baptisms in a safe manner. If you or a family member is interested in 
having a child/adult baptized, please contact the church office.  

 



 10 

 

 

Taking Good Care of What We Steward 
  
Good stewards care for what is given them, and so we highlight Dennis Buckless and Tony       
Maxwell who took on the painting of the Fellowship Hall. Not pictured is Dave Kocan and perhaps 
others who painted the second floor hallway. These are exercising their roles as good stewards 
making the place shine and more welcoming.  Scott Becker tackled some paint preparation 
too.  Thanks to you all. 
 

A Mile of Cast Iron Railings Renewed 
 
Scott Wenneson has removed rust and repainted a lot of railings at both the church and           
parsonage last fall and this spring.  

The Property Committee is 
always looking for help to 
spruce up the inside and    
outside of our aging church 
building. Whether you can 
give an hour or a day or two, we would love to have 
your help. Please contact Tony Jasinski at       
polishfossil29@verizon.net if you would like to help.  

Now that we are starting to see a light at the end of the tunnel and more      
vaccines have administered, we would to offer the opportunity for ministries to 
begin meeting at St. John’s. Now that the weather is getting nicer, we can offer 
outdoor meeting space and with protocols in place, we can offer limited inside 
meeting space. Please call the church office with your request for meeting 
space and we will forward your request to the taskforce for approval.  
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Newsletter Articles for the  
June edition of the  
St. John’s Herald are due 
on May  15th. 

 

 
Doing Any shopping online? 

Support St. John’s when you shop.  
 

Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/52-6012034 and 
Amazon donates to Saint John’s Evangelical       
Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc. 

Important Information Regarding our Clothing Shed 
 
Our clothing shed is open. All donations must be bagged.                     
Acceptable donations are: All  clothing, shoes, belts, purses,    
blankets, sheets, pillowcases,  drapes, and stuffed toys. Thanks                     
for your donations!  

 St. John’s Memorial Committee is looking 
for people to join their committee.  There 

is very little commitment. They meet  
quarterly to discuss memorial matter. 

Please contact Debbie Haacke or Bonnie 
Spellman with any questions.  

  

It is that time of the year again..... 

The Busy Bees need 
sugar and jars for   
making their delicious 

jellies and jams. Please drop off your     
donations in the church office.    

   

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=10OSW8OQSQ4LN&K=1WWS531ZMEVBV&M=urn:rtn:msg:20171122143055013a9818ad5148dba9f8c0179870p0na&R=21Z732H9CBJ6E&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-6012034&H=PHUMCIJMMBBKWGM1NMGBMCSTKJCA
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

“Alleluia! Christ is Risen!” These 
words are heard during the Easter 
season whether worship is in person 
or online. As we carefully move       
toward a more “normal” life, it feels a 

bit like resurrection. One of the last places where this will be felt is the prison system. Thank you 
very much for your support! It helps us keep our mail ministry going. In addition to our members, 
we are reaching others who have asked to be added to our mailing list. In spite of the                
circumstances, the Holy Spirit is at work! Thank you again for your help!  

In the name of the risen Christ,  

Hello, 

Thank you for sending me the care 
package! 

Sincerely, 

Hi,  

I just wanted to confirm that Trevor Whitfield 
received his “care package” and loved it! During 
a stressful week of studying he was touched to 
be thought of and had a big smile.  

Thank You! 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Thank you so much for your gifts and 
birthday greetings. I do appreciate your 
words of caring and congratulations as I 
reached another milestone of aging. 
Hopefully there are many more years 
ahead to serve here at St. John’s.  

Prayerfully, 

Dear Friends,  

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to 
the staff and members of St. John’s during the 
recent loss of my beloved dad.  

From the help in the office, to the flowers, the 
funeral home visits, cards, calls, kind gestures 
and messages of condolences, I am deeply 
touched.  

My dad will be sorely missed but my family and 
I have such beautiful memories of him and we 
are comforted to know that he is now resting 
peacefully.  

Sincerely,  
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05/01 Robert Spellman 
05/02 Luke Gerber 
05/02 Tyler Jones 
05/02 Edith Krieger 
05/02 John Sommer 
05/03 Taylor Ermer 
05/03 Carol Kempske 
05/08 Agatha Biensach 
05/08 Brooke DeWitt 
05/08 Annemarie Sova 
05/09 Trevor Whitfield 
05/10 Richard Ruth, Jr. 
05/11 Mardi Nickel 
05/11 Joan Swank 
05/11 Landon Ullmann 
05/15 Robert Hastings, Jr.  80

th 

05/16 Rosalie Coffman 
05/16 Allison Meyers 
05/16 Andre' Nufea, Jr. 
05/16 Mara Wolfe 
05/17 Vincent Kirby 
05/17 Doris Rye 
05/18 Camden Burkhardt 

05/18 Jordan Glassband 
05/19 Landon Parsons 
05/20 Nathaniel Grisez 
05/20 Victoria Jasinski 
05/20 Jeremy McDonough 
05/20 Laura Wolfe 
05/21 Shirley Snyder 
05/22 Carly Coffman 
05/23 Devon Wright, Jr. 
05/24 Jennifer Holland 
05/24 Brenda lawn 
05/25 Susan Henschen 
05/25 Lauren Pierce 
05/26 Nicholas Ford 
05/26 Noah Ford 
05/27 Nancy Toner 
05/28 Kira Shull 
05/28 Thomas Thobe 
05/30 Douglas Meekins 
05/30 Laura Schleigh 
05/31 Elias Nicholson 
05/31 Dylan Parsons 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

May Birthdays 

May Baptismal Anniversaries 

May Wedding Anniversaries 

05/00 Hanna Lindsay 
05/00 Paul Swinder 
05/01 McKenna Yankolonis 
05/06 Malcolm Neifeld 
05/06 Kensley Graf 
05/09 Gladys Downs 
05/12 Maxwell Kellner 
05/12 Autumn Winterling 
05/13 Karen Hofmann 
 

05/16 Robert Berner 
05/18 Joshua Gerber 
05/21 Barbara Berner 
05/24 Jesse Testudine 
05/24 Madilyn Alkire 
05/24 Ashlynn Connelly 
05/26 Andrew Burkhardt 
05/26 Carter Votta 
05/28 Amanda Portera 
 

05/28 Nicole Testudine 
05/29 Violet McDonough 
05/30 David Meekins 

5/2/1998 Michael & Cindy Burt 
5/5/1973 Sheila & Charles Bender, Jr. 
5/23/2009 Amanda & Christian Wood 
5/26/2007 Jeff & Michelle Alkire  
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Prayer List 

For health & healing 
Cass Tracey 
Pat Denk 
Phil Kramer 
Sandy Scott 
John McLaughlin 
Tony Jasinski 
Betty Hedgespeth 
Robert Scott 
Suzanne Lindsay 
Patty Schwab 
Ardi Scarborough 
Vickie Jasinski  
  
For family & friends  
Christine Topper 
Ryan Gyr 
Charles Gott 
Jay Snyder 
John Snyder 
John Miller 
Norma Weber 
Karen Alban 
Doug Adams 
Linda Asplin 
Karen Ehrenberg 
Linda Fliegel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For those grieving family & 
friends of 
Thomas Whitehead 
JoAnn Struble 
Bill Johnson 
Lee Krieger 
Randy Tracey 
John Kraft 
James Denk 
 
For the military     
and their families  
Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony 
Bowser 
Jacob Verble 
Lance Corporal Justin Ferro 
Sgt. Stephen Peck 
Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann 
Michael Anthony Tucker 
Chaplain A. J. Strifler 
 
          … and all those in  
         harm’s way. 
 
Homebound  members 
Trudy Anderson  
Agatha Biensach-Daniels 
Gladys Downs 
Margaret Eubert 
June Franz 
Betty Glassband 
Betty Hedgespeth 
Leroy Hohne 
Philip Kramer 
Audrey Lentz 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Lotterer 
Patrick O’Connell 
Arthur Pulket 
Mary Ann Reek 
Patricia Sollanek 
Cass Tracey 
Emma Volz 
Doris Warfield 
Clara Westphal 

  

Notes regarding the Prayer List: 

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please call the church office at                   
410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 

The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since members of 
the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t typically know the status 
of their illness, we don’t know when they are well enough to be removed. Please look over the 
prayer list and if there is someone who is doing well, please contact the church office and ask to 
have them  removed.  
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         May Calendar  
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Kid’s Corner 

 


