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In this issue...

“[The disciples] said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within
us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?’” (Luke 24:32)
Dear Friends in Christ,
When I was pregnant with Simon, every evening around 6 pm I would
get hit with tremendous heartburn. The bottle of Tums and I became
best buds. I doubt that anyone who has experienced heartburn would
wish for it, and yet, the “Road to Emmaus” Gospel story where the
risen Jesus journeys with a pair of unsuspecting disciples is perhaps
the only context in which I can honestly say that I LONG to have
heartburn! I long for Jesus to set my heart on fire with his presence.

Schedules

Special May days

As they are walking along the road, the disciples ask Jesus, “Are you
the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that
have taken place in the past few days…?” And Jesus responds, “What
things?” Of course, Jesus already knew the answer to this; they were
talking about his own arrest, trial, and crucifixion. Jesus knows, but
still he asks “What things?” because he wants to hear the disciples’
own experience. He wants to accompany them along the road as they
sort through everything they are thinking and feeling.
Sometimes just the simple act of telling a difficult story can be quite
healing, especially telling the story while walking. There is a famous
adage that is often attributed to St. Augustine that goes, “Solvitur
ambulando,” or “It is solved by walking.” The idea is that the only way
to move through something difficult is... to get moving! When we’re
dealing with something big in our lives, the act of walking can help us
uncover our emotions, process events, and finally move forward.
I wonder if Jesus knew this…if he knew the healing property of a long
walk, and so he didn’t stop the disciples in their tracks. He didn’t
force them to recognize him right then and there. Instead, he
accompanies these hurting men as they walk along. He walks WITH
them. Jesus beckons them to keep sharing their joys and burdens
with him, so that he can carry them… so that each new step that the
two men take will become lighter and lighter.
See page 2
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We have the opportunity to take such a walk on Saturday, May 7th, for World Labyrinth Day as we
prayerfully walk our labyrinths for world peace. Whether you are walking with us at St. John’s own
‘Place of Grace,’ or whether you use a finger labyrinth at home, we pray that this ancient spiritual
practice will deepen our trust in Jesus’ abiding presence with us. For truly, as we move through the
Easter season together, Jesus walks right beside us. In every worship experience, act of service, and
fellowship opportunity, Jesus walks with us… freeing our hearts of every burden and filling them
with holy heartburn once again. Alleluia!
In the Peace of the Risen Christ,

Congratulations to all 2022 Graduates from your St. John’s Family!
Please email your name, email address, the school you are graduating from and degree (if applicable,
or the school you will be attending in the fall) to the church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org.
We will be honoring you with a gift during a church service in June.
Congratulations again to all 2022 graduates and best wishes on your future
endeavors. Please know that your church family is so proud of you!
Easter blessings to you all! It is our time to shout
“Alleluia!” and perhaps wave some of those wonderful
tissue paper craft sticks that were distributed on Easter
Sunday! Christ has risen, marking a time of celebration
and joy that we all share as siblings in Christ. It’s in this
season that inspires the welcoming of daily joys and
opportunities to unite with our communities to share
God’s love and His Word.
Council invites you to join us on Sunday, May 22nd
following the 10 a.m. worship service for our congregational meeting. We will be highlighting our
ministry teams, uniting in conversations about our mission here at St. John’s and how we all play a
part, and providing additional noteworthy updates on initiatives, such as a small committee that
was developed to discuss the future success of our church. There is much joy to be shared indeed!
Additional information will be distributed soon via letters to your home addresses and emails.
One of the biggest joys thus far in my role as Council President has been working alongside each of
you to do God’s work with our hands. From smiles shared greeting visitors to cleaning up after a
successful community egg hunt to working diligently behind the scenes to make worship services
come together smoothly to making sure that the lights are replaced in the stairwell—please know
that your gifts, talents, and time devoted to St. John’s and its community spark joy and are most
appreciated. Thank you for leading with love and grace in your interactions and contributions. We
are St. John’s because of you, and we are blessed beyond measure because of Him.
Lifting each of you in and beyond our community in thoughts and prayer!
Your sibling in Christ,
Council President
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Notes from the Organ Bench
It’s May! Where has the time gone? As I often quote, “to everything there is a season…” and now
we are in spring and it’s time to welcome more new beginnings.
Easter has arrived, the Lord is risen! And I can’t let this time pass without expressing thanks for
the variety of things that happened during Lent.
 First we welcomed Pastors Mathew and Amy Berger. The energy that they bring is contagious.
If you have not met them, feel free to join us for worship on Sunday.
 During Lent we had many people share their gifts during the Holden Evening Prayer services,
the Passion reading, and Good Friday services. Thank you to everyone who helped. The
services were very special.
 Thank you to the choirs! The Adult choir presented “The Weeping Tree” for our Good Friday
evening service. It was wonderful to worship with one of our favorites. We also had several
congregational members who joined to sing the cantata.
 The Handbell Choir worked hard to present the prelude on Easter Sunday. I hope that you
noticed that there were a few different “younger” faces in the group. I am so proud of the
young people who are sharing their talents.
 Yoon-Mee Chung has played for several of the services. Many thanks to her for her willingness
to share her gift.
While we celebrate through the Easter season we are busy preparing for the excitement that
comes during the summer season.
th
 The installation service for Pastors Mathew and Amy is planned for June 12 . The choirs will be
preparing special music for the occasion.
 The choirs are beginning to end the musical year. Though it has been short, they have worked
very hard. Please make sure to thank the members.
 The most exciting news of allThe SUMMER MUSIC CAMPS ARE RETURNING! Registration forms can be found on the
church website, in the weekly emails, or in hardcopy at the church.
th
th
 Primary Music Campette- July 25 -27 - 9:00 am to noon for children who have
completed K through grade 2
th
th
 Summer Musical Camp- August 8 -12 - 9:00 am to 2:00 pm for students who
have completed grade 3 through 8
Assistance is needed to make these camps successful. We are looking for high school, college age,
and other enthusiastic, responsible leaders to work with the campers. Applications will be
available on the church website. Voluntary hours or a small stipend will be offered.
If you have a Thrivent grant that you would like to use for these camps, please let me know. There
are several expenses that these could help fund.
Finally, thank you for your support of the music at St. John’s. Together we are
Making a joyful noise,
Director of Music
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Lector/Communion Assistant Schedule for May
May 1st

Lee Smith

May 22nd

Milt Dutcher

May 8th

Michelle Alkire

May 29th

JoAnn Weiland

May 15th

Donna McDonough

If you cannot serve on your assigned date, contact Sheila Bender. The office will send out
your readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 410-665-1234. The
schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe.

Acolyte Schedule
May 2022

**If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please contact Rachel Hills at
rm_hills@yahoo.com or 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as possible.

May Assisting Minister Schedule
5/1

Tony Jasinski

5/22

Tony Jasinski

5/8

Tony Jasinski

5/29

Tony Jasinski

5/15

Tony Jasinski
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We would like to give a huge “Thank You” to all who volunteered their time
and talents at our Easter Egg Hunt on April 16th. Also, thanks to all of the
families who participated. It was a beautiful day and a great time was had
by all!

Mar-Lu-Ridge, our synod's Summer Camp and
Retreat Center in Jefferson MD, has a critical need for
more camp counselors this coming summer! The
experience is paid, and counselors receive free housing
and meals. If you know of any young adults ages 17 and
up who are interested in having a blast with kids,
deepening their faith, building community, and serving
God on a beautiful mountaintop, please reach out to
Pastor Amy or the Associate Director, Diana Edelblute
at diana@mar-lu-ridge.org. Thank you!

Open Altar Flower Dates for 2022
July 24th

November 6th, 13th and 27th

September 4th and 25th

December 4th, and 11th

October 2nd. 9th, 16th and 23rd
Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at
ofice@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date.
**Please note that the cost of Altar Flowers is now $50**
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The Busy Bees would like to thank the congregation, their
families and friends for their purchases of jams and jellies which
resulted in proceeds of $1,271 for the benefit of St. John’s. Your
support is greatly appreciated!

Scrapbooking at St. John's
Before the pandemic, we held a Scrapbooking Day about 4 times a
year. If you scrapbook or would like to learn more about it, please
consider attending. We will be restarting this wonderful activity on
April 30th in the Fellowship Hall from 11 am-6:30 pm. A $15 donation is
requested to support the students at Carney Elementary in the Food
for Thought program. Everyone is asked to bring a potluck which we
will share as a late lunch and dinner.
If you are interested in attending or have questions, contact Nancy Fox
at nanawithsix@hushmail.com.
St. John’s Family Ministry is hosting
Family Night at the Aberdeen Ironbirds game
on Friday, June 3rd at 7 pm
Tickets are $12 and there will be fireworks after the game.
If interested in purchasing tickets, please contact David Evans at
ravenfan79@yahoo.com or see Dave after church.

Save the Date:
St. John’s Christmas Bazaar
Saturday, November 12, 2022
9 am—2 pm

Save the Date!
Newsletter Articles for the
June edition of the St. John’s
Herald are due by May 20th.

Our Spring
Congregational
Meeting will be held on
Sunday, May 22nd after 10 am worship.
Please plan to attend.
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Outreach Opportunities

Food For Thought Program
This program would not be possible without the help of our congregation and
community. Our greatest need at this time is juice boxes/pouches. We are well
stocks with all other snacks at this time. There are donation bins in the 2nd and
3rd floor stairways. Thanks for your generosity!

Please support our local food pantry
Victor’s Vittles at Christus Victor Lutheran Church
You may drop off your donations at St. John’s.

Items needed are: spaghetti sauce, taco, chili and meatloaf mixes,
cereal, instant mashed potatoes and canned potatoes, and hamburger or tuna helper.

Clothing Shed Fundraiser
All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations are: All
clothing, shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases,
drapes, and stuffed toys. In 2021 we collected 6.80 tons of clothing/textiles and made $1,087.92.
Please spread the word about our clothing shed to your family, friends and neighbors. Thanks for
your donations!
Doing any online shopping?
Support St. John’s when you shop.
Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/52-6012034 and Amazon donates to Saint John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc.
Do you have a friend or family member buried in St. John’s Cemetery
who is a veteran? Dave Kocan is working with Wreaths Across
America and would like to place wreaths on all veterans graves in our
cemetery. Please contact Dave at 410-804-1335 or Betty Ehm at
410-668-4644 with this information.

W
A
N
T
E
D

A member of our
church is looking
for a good
“starter” car for
their newest
driver. Please contact the church
office if you or a friend have a
reliable car for sale.

Ushers needed!
Thinking of serving your church
but don’t quite know what to do?
Ushering might be the thing for
you. For more information,
contact Tony Jasinski at
polishfossil29@verizon.net. We look forward to
serving with you.
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COME JOIN US
for our Fourth Annual

‘Walk as One at 1’ on
Saturday, May 7, 2022 as
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Parkville MD
celebrates…

WORLD LABYRINTH DAY!

World Labyrinth Day is an annual event sponsored by The Labyrinth Society
as a worldwide action to “walk as one at 1” local time to create a rolling
wave of peaceful energy across the globe. Every year on the first Saturday in May thousands
of people around the world participate in this moving
meditation for world peace and celebration of the labyrinth experience.
(excerpt from The Labyrinth Society’s website)

St. John’s Lutheran Church Labyrinth Ministry Team invites you and your family and our
friends in/around the Parkville community to walk our labyrinth, “A Place of Grace” in
celebration of WORLD LABYRINTH DAY on Saturday, May 7, 2022 starting at 1 o’clock in the
afternoon.
St. John’s Lutheran Church is located at 8808 Harford Road, Parkville MD. Our labyrinth is
situated in the park behind the church parking lot. Entrance to the labyrinth is at the end
of Neifeld Avenue. There is limited parking at the entrance; however, additional parking
spaces are available on our church lot. All are welcome to join our St. John’s group from
1:00pm to 4:00pm. For questions, please call the Church Office at 410.665.1234. Come
experience walking in prayer for world peace as others around the world walk their
respective labyrinths!
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If you are unable to join us to celebrate “World Labyrinth Day” on Saturday, May 7th, at 1 pm, we
invite you to join us from home with this finger labyrinth. Follow the path with your finger while
you join thousands of people around the world who will be meditating and praying for world
peace.
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May Birthdays
05/01 Robert Spellman
05/02 Luke Gerber
05/02 Tyler Jones
05/02 John Sommer
05/03 Taylor Ermer
05/03 Carol Kempske
05/08 Agatha Biensach
05/08 Brooke DeWitt
05/08 Annemarie Sova
05/09 Trevor Whitfield
05/11 Mardi Nickel
05/11 Joan Swank
05/11 Landon Ullmann
05/15 Robert Hastings, Jr.
05/16 Rosalie Coffman
05/16 Allison Meyers
05/16 Andre' Nufea, Jr.
05/16 Mara Wolfe
05/17 Vincent Kirby

05/17 Doris Rye 90th
05/18 Camden Burkhardt
05/18 Jordan Glassband
05/19 Landon Parsons
05/20 Nathaniel Grisez
05/20 Victoria Jasinski
05/20 Jeremy McDonough
05/20 Laura Wolfe
05/21 Shirley Snyder
05/22 Carly Coffman
05/23 Devon Wright, Jr.
05/24 Jennifer Holland
05/24 Brenda lawn
05/25 Susan Henschen 80th
05/25 Lauren Pierce
05/26 Nicholas Ford
05/26 Noah Ford
05/27 Nancy Toner
05/28 Kira Shull

05/28 Thomas Thobe
05/30 Laura Schleigh
05/31 Elias Nicholson
05/31 Dylan Parsons
05/31 Jakob Parsons

May Baptismal Anniversaries
05/00 Hanna Lindsay
05/01 McKenna Yankolonis
05/06 Malcolm Neifeld
05/06 Kensley Graf
05/09 Gladys Downs
05/12 Maxwell Kellner
05/12 Autumn Winterling
05/13 Karen Hofmann
05/16 Robert Berner
05/18 Joshua Gerber
05/21 Barbara Berner

05/24 Jesse Testudine
05/24 Madilyn Alkire
05/24 Ashlynn Connelly
05/26 Andrew Burkhardt
05/26 Carter Votta
05/28 Amanda Hartman
05/28 Nicole Testudine
05/29 Violet McDonough

May Wedding Anniversaries
5/5/1973 Sheila & Charles Bender, Jr.
5/23/2009 Amanda & Christian Wood
5/26/2007 Jeff & Michelle Alkire
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Prayer List
For health & healing
John McLaughlin
Thomas McDonough
Julie Hastings
Bett Murphy
Debbie Miller
Sandy Scott
Tony Jasinski
Patty Schwab
Vickie Jasinski

For family & friends
Lilly Ryan
Wendy Kraft
Kristin Weger
David Weaver
Deemer Morrow
Daniel Germaine
Jon O’Leary
Stephen Schaefer
Chuck
Renee’ Sprecher
Marie Greb
Sharon Madden Barke
Ron Gallagher
Joann & Norman Bayer
Dale Anne Pavlick
Linda Kocan
Marc Filling
Wendy Jones
Ruth Selig
Erlene Cryser
Paul Glassband
Grace Sexton
Roy Rapp
Joan Dunaway

Debbie Hudson
Richard Koch
Linda Fliegel
Roy Kline
Michael Albrecht
Rose Alexander
Cynthia Schepler
Rita Brady
Anna Meyers
Norma Weber
Lou Ermer
Helen Marcomin
Rosemay Balmos
Helen Bender
Doug Adams
For the military
and their families
Mason Ledbetter
Leroy Keller
Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony
Bowser
Jacob Verble
Lance Corporal Justin Ferro
Sgt. Stephen Peck
Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann
Michael Anthony Tucker
Chaplain A. J. Strifler

Homebound members
Trudy Anderson
Agatha Biensach-Daniels
Gladys Downs
Margaret Eubert
June Franz
Betty Glassband
Richard Hoerner
Audrey Lentz
John Lotterer
Patrick O’Connell
Arthur Pulket
Mary Ann Reek
Janet Roth
Patricia Sollanek
Cass Tracey
Emma Volz

… and all those in
harm’s way.
For those grieving family &
friends of
Theresa Bargar

Notes regarding the Prayer List:
If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please call the church office at
410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.
The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since members of
the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t typically know the status
of their illness, we don’t know when they are well enough to be removed. Please look over the
prayer list and if there is someone who is doing well, please contact the church office and ask to
have them removed.
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May Calendar
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Kid’s Corner
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