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Rev. Mathew Berger, Pastor 
mathew.berger@stjohnsparkville.org 

913-634-7131 

Rev. Amy Berger, Pastor 
amy.berger@stjohnsparkville.org 

443-286-5511 

 Martha Requard, Director of Music Carol Erpenstein, Office Administrator 

 

     Notice of live streaming: 
Today’s worship service is being live streamed to YouTube with                

video coverage of leaders and worshippers.        

             stjohnsparkville               St. John’s Lutheran Church Parkville            stjohnsparkvil1 

Scott Becker, Sexton 

Baptism of Our Lord  
January 7, 2024 

Welcome to St. John’s—we are glad you’re here! Whether you have worshiped with us many 
times, or this is your first time, there is a place for you here. Your presence among us is a gift. 

 

 St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville 
www.stjohnsparkville.org 

(410) 665-1234  
office@stjohnsparkville.org 

Text SJPARKVILLE to 22828 to join our email list. 

mailto:mathew.berger@stjohnsparkville.org
mailto:amy.berger@stjohnsparkville.org


 

 Introduction to the Day 
 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God 
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the 
Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come    
upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us 
on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 
     

(Please take a moment to silence all electronics. Thank you!) 
(Hymns are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red book in the pew rack.)   

 

WELCOME    
 
PRELUDE    Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning     Lyndell Leatherman 
 

(© 2018 Lorenz Publishing Co.)        
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
creator of darkness and light, 
word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. 
We have known you but have not always loved you. 
We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. 
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in each of us. 
Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. 
Restore us, 
that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
Amen. 
 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩  Jesus Christ, 
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Counting our Blessings 

Sun.  
12/31 

Attendance: 87 
Offering: $8,888 
Homebound: 16 

 2023 
October Offering Income              $27,773 
October Other Income                   $ 1,160 
October Total Income                   $28,933 
August Expenses                           $29,790 
  

YTD Offering Income                 $228,200 
YTD Other Income                      $ 36,543 
YTD Total Income                      $264,734 
YTD Expenses                            $311,855 

This week's schedule 

Today 9 am 
9 am  

10 am 
11:30 am  

Sunday School & Faith & Fellowship   
Handbell Choir (Music Room) 

Live & Online Worship  
Youth Group (Youth Room) 

Mon.     

Tues.           7 pm 
          7 pm 

          7 pm 

Trinity Circle (Smith Building) 
Men in Mission (Youth Room) 

Stewardship Meeting (Parlor) 

Wed.      9:30 am  Busy Bees (Smith Building) 

Thurs.     

Fri.         11 am Bible Study (Smith Building) 

Sat.        



 
 

 
 
                                 Prayer List 
 
     Please remember the following individuals in your prayers. 

 
 

For health & healing: Bett & Bob Murphy, Leonard Ford, Oluseye Fowode, Robert 
Suznick, Barbara Mueller, Patricia Denk, Lisa Duerling, Len Steg, Joan Kraft, Mike 
McDonough, Mardi Nickel, Joan Swank, Andy Rother, Rosalie Coffman, Pat Hurley, 
Debbie Miller, Sandy Scott, and Vickie Jasinski 
 

For family & friends: Nancy, Astrid Thoericht, Donna Joseph, Harriet Miller, Maeve 
Webster, Shannon McLaughlin, John Bryan, Joe Federline, Pastor John Burk, Tiffany 
Webb, Mary & Barry McCain, Russell Fitch, Bonnie Franklin, Jamie Kirschner, Lily 
Newman,  Rob Graff, Alice Evans, Trish Pizza, Betsy Shock, Joann Bayer, Norman 
Bayer, Sue Eid, Genevieve Byrnes, Julie Bramble, Ruth Reimschissel aka Mrs. Claus, 
Donna Boblooch and Yung-Mee Rhee 
 

For the military and their families: Kalib McCann, Mason Ledbetter, Leroy Keller,      
Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony Bowser, Corporal Justin Ferro, Staff Sgt. Brandan        
Hartmann, Michael Anthony Tucker, and all those in harm’s way  
 
For those grieving family & friends of: Cass Tracey and Barbara Hurn  
 

For St. John’s Caring Friends: Patricia Becker, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Barbara      
Conrad, Betty Creutzer, Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Richard Hoerner, 
Patricia Hurley, Audrey Lentz, John Lotterer, Paul Nolder, Patrick O’Connell, Janet 
Roth, Kim Townsley, and Emma Volz  
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your sins are forgiven. 
You are God’s beloved. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN            This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now           ELW 448 
 

(Text: Thomas E. Herbranson, 1933-2009; Music: North American tradional; arr. hymnal       
version; Text © Thomas E. Herbranson; Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress) 
 
GREETING 
 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy   
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.     
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

(The assembly is seated.) 
 
MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT 
 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 

                                                             WORD 
FIRST READING                                                                                        Genesis 1:1-5 
 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar 
story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It 
remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life. 
 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
 

Word of God, word of life.                                                                     Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM         (Read responsively; congregation reads bold verses)            Psalm 29 
  

 1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the Lord 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 11O Lord, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  
 
SECOND  READING                                         Acts 19:1-7 
 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance 
but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul 
baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the 
Spirit. 
 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They       
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of       
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 
in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When 
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in 
tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 

Word of God, word of life.                                                               Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
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Tickets are now on sale for St. John’s 5th Annual Bull and Shrimp Roast on 
Friday, February 2, 2024 from 6:30 pm—10:30 pm at Columbus Gardens. 
Contact Tony Jasinski to purchase tickets.  

Join us for our next Community Meal and Wednesday Night worship on 
Wednesday, February 7th. A sign up sheet is posted on the third floor bulletin 
board. We look forward to  seeing  everyone in February.   

Please Note...The office will be closed on Monday, January 15th  in           
observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.                                                     
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Those Serving Today   

Assisting Minister 
Crucifer 

Acolyte (s) 
Lector 

Communion Assistant 

Dismissal Assistant 

Amanda Hartman 
Gabby G. 

Jack W., James W.  
Amanda Wood 
Amanda Wood 

Alec B.  



Announcements & Upcoming Event 

The beautiful flowers gracing our worship service today are given in honor of 
Lorraine Grossnickle’s 89th  birthday by Shelby, Kelly and Debra Haacke .  
 

We are taking altar flower dedications for 2024. The cost is $50. Contact Rachel 
Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com if you would like to sponsor the flowers. Available dates are       
February18th, and 25th, March 10th, April 7th, and 21st, May 5th, 12th, and 19th, June 2nd, 9th, 
16th, 23rd, and 30th, July 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th. 
 

Nursery Care for infants through age 2 is available during the Sunday 
School hour while parents are attending Faith and Fellowship. During       
worship, care is available for infants through kindergarten.  
 

St. John’s Youth Group will meet in the Youth Room on the first Sunday of 
the month, beginning February 4th from about 11:15 am—12:30 pm. This 
group is for middle and high school students. Join us as we have fun, get to 
know one another and grow in faith. See you there!  

Faith and Fellowship meets in the Fellowship Hall on the first floor from        
9 am—9:45 am each Sunday. This is an opportunity for adults to gather for 
light refreshments and to grow in faith.  

The Bible Study group meets on Friday’s at 11 am in the Smith Building. 
We are studying the book of Matthew. All are welcome!                                                

The Food for Thought Program is packing 50 weekend bags for 25        
students. It costs $16.94 to provide food for each child, each weekend. We 
have an immediate need for pudding cups and small boxes/bags of cereal. 
Offering money helps support this effort too!  Thanks for your support! 

2024 Offering Envelope are here. They are on the third floor counter, outside 
of the Sanctuary. Feel free to deliver envelopes to those who are not able to pick 
them up.   

2024 Annual Report….We need your Ministry Report for the 2024 Annual        
Report.. Please email your report to the church office by Friday, January 26th. 
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 Next Week—  Sunday, January 14th—Second Sunday after Epiphany 
† 9 am– Sunday School and Faith & Fellowship  

† 9 am—Handbell Choir  
† 10 am—Worship in-person and livestreamed on our YouTube Channel   

    Visit stjohnsparkville.org  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            

GOSPEL                                                                                                          Mark 1:4-11 
 

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the 
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.                                                Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the      
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

                                                                             (The assembly is seated.) 
 

SERMON    
 

 (Please stand as you are able.) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                      Baptized and Set Free            ELW 453 
 

(Text and Music: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956; Text and music © 1999 Augsburg  Fortress) 
  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
        Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
        and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he       
        ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will  
        come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    
        Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
 

After each petition      God of grace, 
                                         Receive our prayer. 
 

 

We give thanks for all those upon whom the gift of Baptism has been showered in this past 
year.    

 
PEACE           The peace of Christ be with you always.     
                        And also with you. 
 

(We offer each other a sign of God’s peace. Afterwards, the assembly is seated.) 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC                   Ascribe to the Lord          Adult Choir 
 

(Words and Music: Joshua Metzger; Arr. Jon Paige; © 2014 Hal Leonard Corporation) 
 

Thank you for your generous support of St. John’s. During this time an offering is         
 gathered for the mission and ministry of the Church as together we experience and share 

God’s abundant grace and love. 
 

Many in our congregation give online. You can set up one-time or recurring   
donations on our website stjohnsparkville.org. Checks and cash may be placed 
in the offering plate or mailed to the church. You may also donate via venmo 

@stjohnsparkville 
 

(Please stand as you are able.)  
 

OFFERING HYMN                As with Gladness Men of Old        ELW 302 (vv. 1, 3) 
 

(Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.; Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872) 
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Delilah Beverly Abrams Emersyn Grace Curran  Isla Rose Curran 

Mickey Alexander Hamilton Jonathan James Sommer Peyton Grace Sommer 

SENDING HYMN                   God, Whose Almighty Word                    ELW 673 
 

(Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825; Music: Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796)   
 
DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.  
Thanks be to God.   
  
POSTLUDE                                    Flourish on “Salzburg”   Douglas E. Wagner 
 

(© 2016 Lorenz Publishing Co.)  
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From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by          
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 30295.Permission for hymn use and organ music granted 
under ONE LICENSE #735150-A and CCLI License #11527942. 



LAMB OF GOD 

COMMUNION HYMN                Wade in the Water         ELW 459 
 

(Text and music: African American spiritual) 
 

    Crashing Waters at Creation         ELW 455 
 

(Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993; Music: attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry J. 
Gauntlett, 1805-1876; Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Giver of every gift,  
Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
Raise us to life by your power 
for the benefit of all and to your glory,  
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
 

God who names you, 
Christ who claims you, 
and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you, Holy One, 
for all good things come from you. 
In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 
Meet us at this table, 
that we receive what we seek 
and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
DIALOGUE 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
Come, Holy Spirit.  
 

Glory and praise to you, O God, 
Author of life,  
Word made flesh, 
Power of the Most High, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.    
 

                                          (Sung call-and-echo) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
         thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins  
         as we forgive; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
         For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
         and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

                                        

                                         (The assembly is seated.) 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. 
Come and see. 
 
COMMUNION  
 

 

All are welcome at Christ's table. Bread is received in the hands. Gluten-free wafers are     
available-if you need one, please ask the pastor. To receive the wine, take an empty cup and  the 
communion assistant will fill it with a sip of wine. The cups that are already filled contain grape 

juice. After drinking, place the used cup in the basket on your way back to your seat. 

If you are not communing you are welcome to come forward for a blessing,                             
crossing your arms over your chest. 
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