
  

Ninth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

August 7, 2022 

Welcome to St. John’s, we are glad you’re here! Whether you have worshiped with us many 

times, or this is your first time, there is a place for you here. Your presence among us is a gift. 

 St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville 
 

www.stjohnsparkville.org 
(410) 665-1234 

  

office@stjohnsparkville.org 
  

Text SJPARKVILLE to 22828 to join our email list. 



 

 Introduction to the Day 
 

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s 

promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of 

which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises 

of God. Have no fear. 
 

(Please take a moment to silence all electronics. Thank you!) 

(Hymns are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red book in the pew rack.)   
 

WELCOME    

 

PRELUDE               God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens  Dale Wood 
 

(© 1989 The Sacred Music Press)      
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 

                                             (Silence is kept for reflection.) 
 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.     

Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the     

table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side.  

Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our       

neighbors. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in 

granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You 

are free to love as God loves. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN      God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens    ELW 771 
 

(Text: Catherine Cameron; Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; Text © 1967 Hope 

Publishing Company) 
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STAFF 

 

 

 

 

For emergencies call 443-844-9314 
 

***The Pastors are off on Fridays** 
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Rev. Mathew Berger, Pastor 

mathew.berger@stjohnsparkville.org 

913-634-7131 

Rev. Amy Berger, Pastor 

amy.berger@stjohnsparkville.org 

443-286-5511 

M. Claire Miller, OSSD Deacon Carol Erpenstein, Church Secretary 

Martha Requard, Director of Music Scott Becker, Sexton 
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Those Serving Today   

Assisting Minister 

Crucifer 

Acolyte (s) 

Lector 

Communion Assistant 

JoAnn Weiland 

Emily R.  

Simon B. 

Vickie Jasinski 

 Vickie Jasinski   

This week's schedule 

Today                    10 am   Live & Online Worship 

Mon.    

Tues.       

Wed.                9:30 am Busy Bees (Smith Building) 

Thurs.                     7 pm  Youth Dinner Night 

Fri.      

Sat.    

14 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open 

our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you 

appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

(The assembly is seated.) 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

                                                             WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                 Genesis 15:1-6 
  

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord 

GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 

of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born 

in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall 

not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him 

outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count 

them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the LORD; 

and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
  

The Word of the Lord.                                                                          Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM       (Read responsively; congregation reads bold verses)      Psalm 33:12-22 
 

Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 

  Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 

The LORD looks  down from heaven, 

  and sees all humankind. 
God sits firmly enthroned and watches 

  all who dwell on the earth. 

God fashions all their hearts 

  and observes all their deeds.  
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A king is not saved by the size of the army, 

  nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 

The horse gives vain hope for victory; 

  despite its great strength it cannot save. 
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 

  upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 

to deliver their lives from death, 

  and to keep them alive in time of famine.  
Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 

  our helper and our shield. 

Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 

  for in your holy name we put our trust. 
Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 

  even as we place our hope in you.    

 

SECOND READING                                                                Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.         

Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the 

worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things 

that are not visible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place 

that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was   

going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign 

land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same   

promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and 

builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too 

old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had   

promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were 

born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the   

seashore.” All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 

distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and     

foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are 

seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, 

they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that 

is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 

prepared a city for them. 
          

The Word of the Lord.                                                                          Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
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Don’t forget to support Victor’s Vittles, the food pantry at Christus Victor 

Lutheran Church. They are now serving 30-40 families each week. This   

completely depletes their stock. You can drop off your donations at St. 

John’s. Items needed are cereal, mac and cheese, dry   pasta, peanut but-

ter, canned  chicken, spam, instant potatoes, instant rice and personal products such 

as:   toothpaste, soap, deodorant & shampoo.  

                             

 

                                  Prayer List 
 

     Please remember the following individuals in your prayers. 
 

 

For health & healing: Claire Miller , John McLaughlin, Thomas McDonough, Julie 

Hastings, Bett Murphy, Debbie Miller, Sandy Scott, Tony Jasinski, Patty Schwab and 

Vickie Jasinski 
 

For family & friends: Jeanne Edmunds, Jenny Cavallero, John Miller ,            

Arlo Jones, Heather, Becky Gantzer, Denise Ferguson, Helen Taylor, Mary Jo Rother,  

Bonnie Kellner, Kristin Weger, Deemer Morrow, Daniel Germaine, Jon O’Leary, 

Renee’ Sprecher, Marie Greb,  Sharon Madden Barke, Ron Gallagher, Joann &    

Norman Bayer, Linda Kocan, Marc Filling, Wendy Jones, Ruth Selig, Erlene Cryser, 

Grace Sexton, Roy Rapp, Joan Dunaway, Richard Koch, Linda Fliegel, Helen Bender 

and Doug Adams    
 

For the military and their families: Mason Ledbetter, Leroy Keller, Seaman E-3 

Carson Anthony Bowser, Lance Corporal Justin Ferro, Sgt. Stephen Peck, Staff Sgt. 

Brandan Hartmann, Michael Anthony Tucker, Chaplain A. J. Striffler and all those in 

harm’s way 
 

For those grieving family & friends of:  June Adams, Stephen Schaefer  
 

For St. John’s Caring Friends: Trudy Anderson, Patricia Becker, Agatha Biensach-

Daniels, Gladys Downs, Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Richard     

Hoerner, Audrey Lentz, John Lotterer, Paul and Alberta Nolder, Patrick O’Connell, 

Arthur Pulket, Mary Ann Reek, Janet Roth, Patricia Sollanek, Cass Tracey and Emma 

Volz  
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                                         Announcements & Upcoming Event 

The beautiful flowers gracing our worship service today are given in honor of 

Amy Preston’s birthday by her mother, Mildred Schaffer. 
 

There are only a few dates left to sponsor alter flowers for 2022. The cost is $50. 

The dates available are: October 2nd and 23rd, November 6th, 13th and 27th. Contact Rachel 

Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com if you would like to sponsor the flowers. 
 

We are holding a Ministry Team Leader Gathering on Sunday, August 21st  

following the 10 am worship service. We will be gathering to discuss the   

mission of St. John’s, learn more about each other, and plan together for our 

future. Lunch will be provided, so submit your RSVP to the church office.  
                            

Join us for our “Faith & Fellowship Hour” from 9:00-9:45am in the         

Fellowship Hall. The remaining date is August 28th. This is a time to gather 

in community for breakfast and discuss aspects of our faith. This summer 

our topic is “It’s All About Love. The Christian Journey: A Lutheran         

Perspective.” 
 

We will be having a New Member Lunch for all prospective new/returning  

members on Saturday, August 20th from 12 noon - 1:30 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall. Lunch will be provided! This will be a time to build relationships, learn 

more about the ministry of St. John's and ask questions together. Then on        

Sunday, August 21st, we will formally welcome new members into the St. 

John's family during the 10 am worship service. Please RSVP by August 5th to the church 

office at   410-665-1234 or office@stjohnsparkville.org if you will be joining us for the 

new member’s lunch.   
 

Ushers Needed! For  more information, contact Tony Jasinski at           

polishfossil29@verizon.net.   
 

Are you doing any online shopping? Is so, support St. John’s when you 

shop. Go to: smile.amazon.com/ch/52-6012034 and Amazon   donates to 

Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc 
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TODAY WE WELCOME  Pastor Ed Whetstone as our presider and preacher, and thank 

him for sharing his gifts with us in worship. It is good to have you here at St. John’s! 
 

Join us next Sunday, August 14th  at 10 am in-person or livestreamed on our 

YouTube Channel at stjohns lutheran church parkville md. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                      

GOSPEL                                                                                                     Luke 12:32-40      
 

The Holy Gospel according to  Luke.                                            Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said: “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that 

do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth 

destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. “Be dressed for action 

and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the 

wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 

knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell 

you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 

them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, 

blessed are those slaves. “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what 

hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also 

must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                 Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

(The assembly is seated.) 
 

SERMON    
 

 (Please stand as you are able.) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       Have No Fear, Little Flock        ELW 764 
 

(Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, sts. 2-4; Music: Heinz Werner Zimmerman; Text and   

music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House) 

           

APOSTLES’ CREED   
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  

        Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

        crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he  

        rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

        and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  

        forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
 

After each petition      Merciful God,  

                                         Receive our Prayer. 
 

PEACE           The peace of Chr ist be with you always.     

                        And also with you. 
 

(We offer each other a sign of God’s peace. Afterwards, the assembly is seated.) 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC          O God, Who Gives Us Life  
 

(English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900)  
 

 

 (An offering is gathered for the mission and ministry of God’s Church.) 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

OFFERING HYMN                           We Are an Offering       ELW 692 
 

(Text and music: Dwight Liles; Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray.  

God of abundance:  

You have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to 

labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus.  

Amen. 

 6  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Let us pray.  

Life-giving God,  

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send 

us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. 

This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
 
 

The God of peace, Father ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you 

the path of life this day and always.  

Amen.  
 

SENDING HYMN                    O God, Who Gives Us Life       ACS 1086 
 

(Text: Carl P. Daw Jr.; Music: English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900; Text © 1990 

Hope Publishing Company) 

             

DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 

Thanks be to God.   

 

POSTLUDE                        Toccata Perpetua       Lani Smith 
 

(© 1974 Lorenz Publishing Co.) 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 

DIALOGUE 
  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY       
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, 

Breath of life and Fire of love: 

with a mighty wind you brought creation into being, 

and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. 

We praise you for the gift of your Son, 

who poured out your Spirit on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.    
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

         thy kingdom come thy will be done,  

         on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

         as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

         and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

         For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

         and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.  

 

COMMUNION  
 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen.  
 

                                                        (The assembly is seated.) 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

COMMUNION HYMN          How Great Thou Art      ELW 856 
 

(Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989; Music: Swedish 

folk tune, adapt. Stuart K. Hine; Text and music © 1953, ren. 1981 S. K. Hine)  

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen.  
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