In this issue...

Milestone Moment
St. John’s to Worship Inside, In-Person All Saints Sunday

Schedules

Special November days

November 1st, All Saints Day, will
be special this year not only
because we remember all those
saints who have died in the faith
this year, but also because we will
do it both online and inside with
members gathered in the worship
space. The Task Force and
Council authorized inside worship
protocols (see pages 3 & 4) that
will include proper distancing,
masks worn correctly, limitations
on singing and unison speech, and online streaming of the service
live. The worship service will take place and stream live at 10 am on
November 1st.
Those who are less at risk and want to join the worship service
should call in advance, and be sure to read the full protocols for
gathering. Calling in advance is required because we need to be
prepared for everyone and this enables us to have a record for
contact tracing, if needed.
Worship Streaming and In-Person Moves to 10 am
Beginning November 1st, all worship and live streaming will move to
10 am, live on Facebook and posted after the worship time on
YouTube on the St. John channel. Mark your calendars and don’t
miss the assembly!
Another Calendar Item:
Due to Covid safety concerns, there will be no Thanksgiving Eve
service this year. But we will air a brief online worship featuring
Thanksgiving devotion and prayers. It will be posted by Wednesday,
November 25th. Watch our Weekly News email for reminders and
links.
Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 1st.
On Saturday night set your clocks back one hour to
“fall back.”
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Pastor’s Paragraph
It Gets Crowded in November

While we have been more alone than in groups, more isolated than able to gather as we wish,
everything changes November 1st. That is the feast of All Saints. We remember loved ones who
have died in Christ and experienced rebirth in God. We hold their names in our hearts and cherish
their memories, giving thanks that God gave them to us to know and to love in our earthly
pilgrimage.
But that isn’t all. The table of the Lord extends outward, beyond the wall to include those who we
mark in the church’s cemetery. The railing invisibly continues to include those who are at the table
with us but whom we cannot see.
And so it gets crowded as we remember that we are part of a great cloud of saints, who have gone
before us, and on whose shoulders we stand as we face the challenges of life today. Their faith,
their confidence, their grasp of God’s grace is also a gift to us.
I, for one, will take heart this All Saints Day, knowing that my mother and father are likely reunited
and that they remain at the table with us. While our version of the feast is merely foretaste of that
which is to come, we need not limit our grasp of the fact that the room will be more crowded than
those who we can see with our mortal eye.
God is with us, and so are those great saints/sinners who have gone before us. Enjoy the gathering,
and may it break apart our isolated ways in the time of pandemic virus.

Vicar’s Voice
As the autumn leaves fall and we start to prepare for the holiday season and a long winter, changes
are afoot in my life at St. John’s as well. This summer marked the end of my official internship year
with this special community, and I have been so grateful to spend extra time with all of you
throughout the current season. At the beginning of the month, I received a very special phone call
from the bishop of the Metro New York Synod, telling me I’d been assigned there for my first call!
While I’m not sure when the big move back to NYC will take place, all these moving pieces have
momentarily shifted into place and the Holy Spirit is calling me to take the next small step. Sunday,
November 8th will be my last official week to worship with the dear people of St. John’s.
As I prepare for my first call, I’ll be working (because a girl has to make sure she can put cat food on
the table) and taking time to pursue some personal projects. It is such a blessing to be able to take this
space for discernment and refreshment before jumping back into ministry with both feet. I hope to be
able to take time over the coming days to thank each and every one of you for the ways you have
taught me over the past fourteen months, for all the times you have made me laugh, and for the honor
of walking with you through the ups and downs of our life together. For a while longer, my cats and I
will still call Parkville home, and you might even see me in local pulpits if any of my ministry
colleagues want to take a Sunday off!
It feels strange to say goodbye in a time when we are all still at such a distance from one another. But
as with any ending, it’s more of a “see you later.” The Holy Spirit that called me to St. John’s is
breathing and moving through all of us, and there’s no way to expect how our paths might cross. My
hope is that it might be soon, once the pandemic is over. I want to invite you all to my ordination, and
gather together to celebrate all we have accomplished.
With all my love,
Vicar Cassie (and church cats, Ramona and Beezus!)
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Council Gets Overview of Call Process, Approves Budget, Protocols for In-Person Worship
Inside – Sets Dec 6th for Congregational Meeting
The Congregation Council met a little longer than usual to get an overview of the Call process
from Pastor Robin Simpson Litton, Assistant to the Bishop of the DEMD Synod. Following the
constitutional rules, Council noted that it will appoint a seven-person committee to begin work
in January on the St. John’s ministry profile.
In preparation for a December 6th congregational meeting, the group discussed nominating
processes and recommended a trimmed budget for 2021, reflecting anticipated reduced activity
for part of the year.
Hitting a milestone, the council approved protocols for in-person inside meetings in the
fellowship hall and more remarkably, in-person worship in the worship space. The task force
proposed worshipping for the first time inside, since the Covid shut down, on November 1st and
Council agreed.
The council also received reports from the Interim Pastor, Pastoral Assistant, and Finances,
noting that giving is falling behind and that special communication will be necessary soon to
keep St. John’s in a healthy place financially. After some planning to keep the pastoral assistant
on through the end of the calendar year, Cassie Hartnett announced that she will be concluding
her service at St. John’s at the end of October, with her farewell Sunday being November 8th.
The council also: thanked Lee Smith for coordinating budget work, the Task Force for its hard
work on protocols, and Vicar/Pastoral Assistant Cassie for her exceptional leadership in the
time of the Covid-19 shut down.

Zoom Bible Studies for You
Pastor John will be offering three Bible Studies over the next three
months exploring the ways we encounter the Bible and the world
around us.
The studies will be one hour, be open to anyone interested, and be
open to all kinds of learners.
Send an email to the church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org
indicating your interest and we will send you the Zoom link info.
November 11th at 10am is “What Does the Bible and the US Supreme Court Have in Common?”
December 9th at 10am is “Advent – Biblical Sources”
January (tba) “The Year of St. Mark: An overview”
Newsletter Articles for the
December edition of the
St. John’s Herald are due on
November 15th.
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Breaking News
Vicar/Pastoral Assistant Cassie Concludes Service
Cassie Hartnett, who has spent a year plus in ministry with St.
John’s, announced that she will conclude her service in the
next two weeks. She has been assigned to the Metro NY Synod for her first call placement, and
will take on the role of a Nanny for a few months as she awaits that new placement. While we
rejoice with her in this milestone toward ordination, we will say a good bye to her, saying final
thanksgivings on November 8th, her last Sunday with us. Watch for more about this moment of
farewell and Godspeed.

Giving Continues To Fall Behind
Regular giving continues to fall short of 2019 giving levels by more than $34,000 at St. John’s,
causing leaders to keep an eye on expenses and cash flow. Income of $214,076 remains below
expenses of $261,248 by $47,172. Average income per Sunday continues to fall a thousand dollars
below 2019 levels.
Offerings of $184,359 are still the cause of thanksgiving to God. Thanks also to the Busy Bees for
their Jams & Jellies sale and the Hills Family for the Mum sale. We have two months to return
to balancing income and expenses, so if you can make an extra gift, this is a welcome
time. Every gift counts and so we add our gratitude to God’s for all the blessings you have
offered up to our shared mission.

Treasurer’s Report – September 2020 and Year-to-Date
2020 Budget
Income
Regular Giving
Other Income
Total
Average Giving/
Sunday
Expenses
Benevolence
Budgeted Expenses
Total
Deficit

Sep 2020

2020 (Jan-Sep)

2019 (Jan-Sep)

$315,000
84,867
$399,867

$17,785
2,306
$20,091

$184,359
29,717
$214,076

$218,660
54,893
$273,553

$7,690

$4,446

$4,727

$5,754

$ 31,500
368,367
$399,867

$ 2,625
26,141
$28,766

$ 23,625
237,623
$261,248

$ 23,460
260,881
$284,341

($8,675)

($47,172)

($10,788)
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Sunday School News
Sunday School News:
For those who would like to participate in our online Sunday School program, see the
below information. Go to http://www.stjohnsparkville.org/sunday-school.html and
click on the links for each weekly YouTube video. This information will go along with the
materials that may be picked up from the church office. Call the office at 410-665-1234
to receive the materials. (Materials are not needed to watch the below videos.)
September 13, 2020: The Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:21-35)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED3fzkS-bhA
September 20, 2020: First and Last in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3n1foHn-Zx8
September 27, 2020: Two Sons in the Vineyard (Matthew 21:23-32
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEz1rkZj7dU
October 4, 2020: Rejection in the Vineyard (Matthew 21:33-46)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9MVbNccYXU
October 11, 2020: Rejoice in the Lord Always (Philippians 4:1-9)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cCbu1dvJ9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y31SXy-amuc
October 18, 2020: A Question About Taxes (Matthew 22:15-22)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lN5YCmoa7jM
October 25, 2020: The Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:34-46)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_SVpWee2MA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZnqf0Gw47E
November 1, 2020: Humble and Exalted (Matthew 23:1-12)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVPBnYsJR-A
November 8, 2020: Ten Bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1-13)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlmb47FFLQ0
November 15, 2020: Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4w7v-WDfJk
November 22, 2020: Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25:31-46)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWSkdx-XwW

Mark your Calendar
St. John’s Confirmation Class will meet on the second Saturday of each
month beginning in January. We will meet on January 9, 2021; February
13, 2021; March 13, 2021; April 10, 2021; May 8, 2021. More information
about the upcoming confirmation program will be available soon.
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We will begin taking altar flower dedications beginning November 1st.
The dates that are available are: November 1st, 8th, 15th and 29th,
December 6th, 13th, 24thand 27th. If you would like to sponsor the
flowers on any of the above dates, please contact Rachel Hills at
rm_hills@yahoo.com or call the church office at 410-665-1234.

Cemetery Note:
Anyone who has grave lots in our St. John’s Cemetery, please
remove all summer flowers and decorations as we are getting
ready for the Fall and Christmas seasons.
Thank You and Blessings,

Church Directory Update:

Doing Any Shopping Online?
Support St. John’s when you shop.
Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/526012034 and Amazon donates to Saint John’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc.

We are happy to report that we
have received our draft copy of
the Church Directory. We have
proofed the draft and have
submitted it to Lifetouch. We will keep you
up-to-date as we get information. Thanks
for your patience.

Lector Schedule for November
November 1st

Tony Jasinski

November 22nd

Donna McDonough

November 8th

Megan Schoenfliess

November 29th

Erick Brock

November 15th

Jim Morrow
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Notes regarding the Prayer List:

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please call the church office at
410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.
The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since members
of the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t typically know the
status of their illness, we don’t know when they are well enough to be removed.
Please look over the prayer list and if there is someone who is doing well, please
contact the church office and ask to have them removed.

Condolences to the Oakes Family. Ann Oakes, one of our homebound
members who resided at Brightview—Perry Hall passed away October 10th .
No arrangements have been made at this time.

Seafarers' Giving Opportunity
The Baltimore International Seafarers' Center are asking for your help. Do
you have any of the following magazines in your home that you no longer
need: Time, People, Sports Illustrated, or Readers Digest. They are also
asking for 2021 Wall Calendars. Most of these men are not able to leave
their ship when they arrive in ports due to Covid. If you can help, please
drop off any donations to the church office. Thank you!

Shoeboxes for C.A.N.
Social Ministry is participating in the Shoebox Program in partnership with
the Community Assistance Network. The shoeboxes will be filled and
donated to children in need for Christmas. Items needed are: individually
wrapped toothbrushes and toothpaste, matching hats and gloves, small toys
that will fit in the shoeboxes and shoeboxes. Please drop off your donations to the church
office. Thanks for your support!

Thanks to everyone who supported the Busy Bee’s
Jelly and Jam sale. We are happy to announce that
we still have some jellies and jams available. If you
are interested in purchasing some, call the church
office to see what flavors are left. They make great
Christmas gifts. Get them quick before they run out!
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November Birthdays
11/01 Zander Rozankowski
11/02 Trevor Suznick
11/02 Chase Ullmann
11/04 Peter Gerber
11/05 Dana Heyl
11/05 Kayla Sparks
11/06 Luther Holland
11/06 Karen Merrey
11/06 Teagan Mumford
11/08 Rachel Ermer
11/08 Robert Gray
11/09 Virginia Manuel
11/09 Tony Maxwell
11/11 Brian O'Connell
11/11 Ryan Whitfield
11/13 Carol Erpenstein
11/14 Betsy Cummings
11/14 Michelle Evans
11/14 Bonnie Rogers
11/14 Noah Shull

11/16 Gertrude Anderson 91st
11/16 Maureen Vogtman
11/17 Charles Bender, Jr.
11/17 Allison Smith
11/18 Madison Gilman
11/20 Nancy Fox
11/20 Betty Hedgespeth 90th
11/21 Kelly Sanford
11/22 Larry Addison
11/22 Alma Arnold 97th
11/23 David M. Evans
11/23 Barbara Gray
11/24 Madilyn Alkire
11/25 Louis Gerber, III
11/25 Violet McDonough
11/26 Joshua Gerber
11/28 Jimalee Mehan
11/29 Taylor Kraus
11/30 Alberta Nolder 92nd

November Baptismal Anniversaries
11/00 Gertrude Anderson
11/01 Michael Buckless
11/01 Zachary Hills
11/01 Isabella Kirby
11/04 Linda Gerber
11/04 Abigail Schwartz-Mitchell
11/05 Grant Kellner
11/07 Molly Cummings
11/11 Steven Shull
11/11 Rayven Collinsworth
11/12 Kelly Haacke
11/14 Chad Votta, Jr.
11/16 Kurtis Sommer

11/16 Lucas Kempa
11/17 Cypress Mehan
11/17 Juniper Mehan
11/17 Meadow Mehan
11/20 Clara Westphal
11/21 Justin Sommer
11/21 Abigail Coffman
11/21 Kylie Magness
11/23 Charles Testudine
11/25 Joseph Rodabaugh
11/26 Julie Pickett
11/26 Julianna Maxwell
11/27 Abby McEvers

11/28 Olivia Shull
11/30 Nicholas Holland
11/30 Everest Mehan

November Wedding Anniversaries
11/4/1967 Wilma & Robert White
11/4/2006 Keri & Scott Magness
11/9/1973 Donna & Mike McDonough
11/10/2012 Susan & Eric Neifeld
11/19/1983 Dan & Terry Eck
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Prayer List
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November Calendar
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Kid’s Corner
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