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In this issue... 

Schedules 

 

Special October days 

I have always believed that when you’re an optimist, there’s     
nothing more romantic to you than the future. I know this because 
I’m so frequently guilty of imagining and dreaming about what’s 
next to the extent that I can’t quite keep my mind focused on the 
present moment. Sometimes I forget about all the good things that 
are happening right now, and instead I picture the future, where 
every annoyance and heartbreak and messy situation will         
magically become right and tidy and clean. This is where my mind 
lingered throughout all the months between learning I would be 
coming to St. John’s for my internship, and actually arriving in my 
office on the first day. As I shuffled to and from the library,         
finishing my final papers, or as I hauled my boxes of clothes and 
kitchen supplies out of my apartment in New York, into my       
parents’ basement, and out again to be packed in my car and 
brought to Maryland, I repeated to myself again and again, like a 
mantra: when I get to Parkville, everything will be better. When I 
start internship, I’ll be happy. 
 

Don’t worry—this is not about to be a letter where I tell you that I 
was completely wrong about finding happiness in Parkville and at 
St. John’s! So far, I am already overjoyed at the beautiful sanctuary 
where we worship and the working elevator that leads us there. 
I’m fervently appreciative of how quickly I can get to Target, or to 
Wawa. I’ve had an incredible crab cake and crab on my pizza(!) and 
I’m pretty sure I’m already developing a taste for Old Bay. My cat, 
Ramona, perches herself happily each morning in one of her two 
windowsills, or in front of her sliding glass door, to watch the 
squirrels frolic outside our apartment. 
 

But in the days and hours leading up to my move, my first            
introduction to the congregation, and my first day of work, I found 
my romantic optimism tested by nerves. Maybe you all felt this 
way as autumn approached—excitement about a new school year, 
new job, or new project turned to butterflies as you started to     
remember what could go wrong. What if I’m not good enough? 



 2 

 

What if everyone realizes I feel like a fraud? What if I’ve made a terrible mistake? Sometimes, 
when we build something up in our head, sure that this time, things will be different and we 
will be new and improved, the reality is just as complicated and joyful and exhausting as       
anything that came before it. As I drove down the New Jersey turnpike with Ramona yelling at 
me from inside her carrier, I realized that I hadn’t truly thought about what being a vicar 
would really be like. I’d just hoped everything would magically be great. 
 

This year of learning is one I have been preparing for since I began my seminary studies—I had 
amazing professors who taught me to listen to people and walk with them through joys and 
challenges, to read the Bible and try to say something useful about it, to keep my eyes open for 
injustice and do my part to correct it. But there are lots of things in ministry and in life that are 
hard to learn without actually doing them. Seminary couldn’t teach me one solitary thing about 
the open-hearted, good-humored, straight-talking personalities here at St. John’s. School 
made no guarantees about how I will be changed in the coming year. And most importantly, 
not one of us can totally be prepared for the surprising grace and radical love of our God. The 
Holy Spirit is at work among us, disrupting and teasing and transforming everything we think 
we know into something truer and braver. Sometimes, that feels utterly terrifying. But at the 
same time, it feels like the presence of God dwelling among us. 
 

My hopes for the next year are many—I told you I’m a romantic optimist! But most of all, I hope 
for all of you, and for myself, that we open our hearts to the surprises God has in store; that we 
trust in the promise of a resurrecting God that works with and through us, even when we feel 
lost or inadequate. I hope that we feel loved by God and by one another, whether we handle 
those surprises gracefully or not-so-gracefully. And I hope that the Holy Spirit nudges the     
future-minded optimists like me to look around, and enjoy the present that we once dreamed 
about. 
 

 

There has been some email spam going around. Someone tried to pose 
as Pastor Lesley saying she needed help for a cancer patient and  

needed gift cards.  Someone just today posed as Erick with a similar 
request.  We want to help you avoid these phishing attacks and 

thought this blog has good information on how to stay computer 
smart. If you ever have any doubt about the authenticity of an email, 

follow these steps to safeguard yourself. 

https://pastorwill.net/2018/08/10/anatomy-of-a-spoof-email-dont
-get-tricked/?fbclid=IwAR0fpWKLn_W-BqWaqaa2wpGV3xYpLbne6bPV2l5jZEQ-

TWeEK82gADfbooY  

https://pastorwill.net/2018/08/10/anatomy-of-a-spoof-email-dont-get-tricked/?fbclid=IwAR0fpWKLn_W-BqWaqaa2wpGV3xYpLbne6bPV2l5jZEQ-TWeEK82gADfbooY
https://pastorwill.net/2018/08/10/anatomy-of-a-spoof-email-dont-get-tricked/?fbclid=IwAR0fpWKLn_W-BqWaqaa2wpGV3xYpLbne6bPV2l5jZEQ-TWeEK82gADfbooY
https://pastorwill.net/2018/08/10/anatomy-of-a-spoof-email-dont-get-tricked/?fbclid=IwAR0fpWKLn_W-BqWaqaa2wpGV3xYpLbne6bPV2l5jZEQ-TWeEK82gADfbooY
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This academic year, we once again have the gift of an Intern. 
Each Intern brings their gifts and talents to our faith           
community and together we do God’s work with our hands. It 
is amazing and fun to watch the Holy Spirit work regarding the 
internship appointment. 
  

In February, Erick Brock, Council President and I went to ULS, 
Gettysburg for two days to meet potential candidates for the 
2019-2020 Internship position.  We interviewed eight          
candidates.  We were told to put those candidates whose gifts 

we knew would be an asset above the line, those candidates who we believed were not the right 
candidates for St. John’s below the line and those about whom we would need more discussion 
in the middle. 
 

We choose three candidates to put about the line, three candidates for various reasons below 
the line and two candidates in the middle.  The interns were asked to do the same.  Vicar Cassie 
put us above the line and ULS matched St. John’s and Vicar Cassie together for this year as       
intern and church. 
 

When I attended the Intern/Supervisor Team building workshop in the Spring, it was a privilege 
to see where everyone had been placed.  It really seemed that the Holy Spirit had been involved 
in the placement decisions.   
 

We are doing something a little bit different this year for the Internship.  Vicar Cassie mentioned 
a desire during this internship year to discern how God might be calling her to use her gifts in 
youth ministry.  Of course, she will be helping the Adult Youth Leaders and Youth of St. John’s 
during her time here and that is wonderful.  Also another opportunity for her to be specifically 
working with the Youth at Ascension as the Vicar for Youth Ministry presented itself.  This 
means, she will only be with us ¾ time and at Ascension, Towson ¼ of the time.  So on the third 
Sunday of the month, Cassie will be at Ascension and be working with their youth other times 
throughout the week and looking for possible ways to connect the youth of St. John’s and        
Ascension.  It is exciting that both churches get to help with her discernment and both youth 
groups and churches get to benefit from her God-given gifts and talents. 
 

If you have any questions about the internship program in general or about Vicar Cassie’s       
specific placement, please reach out to Council President Erick Brock at ebpro66@yahoo.com   
or Pastor Lesley at pastorlesley@stjohnsparkville.org 
 

I hope you will join me in celebrating Vicar Cassie’s presence here this year.  We are so blessed 
by the many gifts she brings to St. John’s and Ascension. 
 

God’s blessings and my prayers,  

mailto:ebpro66@yahoo.com
mailto:pastorlesley@stjohnsparkville.org


 4 

 

We are officially in autumn, my favorite season. Hurrah! We are back in our routine, the days 
are cooler, it is dark after dinner; not to mention, this is the season of my favorite celebrations. 
“To every time (and thing) there is a season.” 
 
Have you settled into your routine? On September 22nd the Youth gave their presentation about 
the summer Mission Trip to Massachusetts. Rachel Kurtz, who has performed at the Youth 
Gatherings, also joined and performed for us during worship. It was an inspiring morning. One 
of the songs that Rachel performed was “Let Me Be the Change”. As you can predict it was 
about the impact each of us can make. 
 
My day continued with a performance by my Community Chorus for the memory care residents 
of Arden Courts. After our performance for and with the residents, the young assistant thanked 
us for our performance. She explained how pleased she was that the residents really               
participated with the selections. This is not news to me since I spend a lot of time with seniors 
and have learned what they like. Music has a positive impact on all of us. 
 
I tell you this because I know that some people are looking for something to do to make a       
difference. We don’t have to travel to Boston or even reach outside of our worship space to 
make a difference. There are plenty of opportunities right here, including the 
 
 Children’s Choir (pre-school – grade 2) Wednesdays, 5:30-6:00 in the music room. They 
sing periodically on Sundays and will present the Children’s Christmas pageant for the Family 
Christmas Eve service. 
 Tween Hand Chimes (for grades 3 – 9) Wednesdays, 6:00 – 6:30 in the music room. Plays 
the hand chimes, alone and with the Adult Handbell Choir for 11:00 worship. 
 Grace Notes Wednesdays, 6:30 – 7:30. Sings for the 11:00 Blended worship service on the 4th 
Sunday of every month. We have openings for singers and instrumentalists. 
 Adult Choir Wednesdays, 7:30 – 8:30 in the music room. Sings for the 11:00 service. We have 
openings for all voice parts, but a special need for sopranos. 
 Handbell Choir Sundays, 9:45 – 10:30 in the music room. Plays monthly at 11:00 service. We 
have openings for extra and substitute ringers. 
Instrumentalists are always wanted to add special music to services. I won’t refuse your     
offer! 
 
When Rachel Kurtz pointed out that the people of St. John’s are making a difference, she was 
right. We are making a difference all the time, for the community and each other. Thank you 
(and I won’t be upset if you decide to make a difference with the musical life), and keep 
 
Making a Joyful Noise, 

Director of Music 
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Labyrinth Ministry  

GOD CONTINUES TO BE GOOD TO US HERE AT ST. JOHN’S! 
Our labyrinth, A Place of Grace , has been selected by The Labyrinth Society (TLS) to be         
included in a post-gathering tour of six local labyrinths in the Baltimore area following their 
21st Annual Gathering being held at Pearlstone Center in Reisterstown MD, October 18-20, 
2019.  The theme for the 2019 Gathering is Journey of the Heart:  Making Connections,     
Building Community, Finding Common Ground.  Pastor Lesley, Deacon Claire and members of 
the Labyrinth Ministry Team will host a group of approximately 40 participants on Monday, 
October 21, 2019.  We are the second labyrinth on the tour and anticipate their arrival           
between 10:30 am – 11:00 am.  This group will be composed of labyrinth builders, educators, 
therapists and authors from the US and around the world.  All are passionate about labyrinths.   
 
Please join us on Monday, October 21, 2019 as your schedule 
permits.  All are welcome. 
 
Blessings, 
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Men in Mission 
 

The Men-in-Mission meetings take place at 7 pm on Tuesdays in the Youth Room.  
 

We are going to study a couple of topics over the next couple of months including 
the views about religion of former presidents, and how our brain functions. In the 
meantime, we will search for a new weekly study guide. 
 

We will have our next breakfast meeting on Saturday, October 12th at 9 am at the 
Church of the Brethren on Long Green Road. 
 

We will continue to donate to the Food for Thought program this year. We also will 
continue to collect clothing donations for the Baltimore Rescue Mission and Karis 
House. 

All men of St. Johns are invited to attend our meetings. 
 
 

Peace be with you! 
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Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule 

If you cannot serve on your assigned date, contact Sheila Bender. The office will send out your 
readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 410-665-1234. The schedule is 
posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe. 
 

Communion Assistant who did not lector, it is requested that you commune the Pastor and    
Assisting  Minister at the conclusion of  communion.  
 

Thank you, 

       

  October Ushers  
Sheila & Charles Bender 

Vickie Jasinski, Barb Gray,  
Barb Mueller &  
Megan Schoenfliess  

Newsletter Articles for the  
November 
edition of the  
St. John’s Herald 
are due on October 

 Please join us for our October Lunch Bunch 
We will be going to The Olde Philadelphia Inn    
located at 9510 Philadelphia Road in Rosedale on        
Sunday, October 13th, at 12:30 pm. Please     
contact Lee or Laurie Krieger for a reservation.  
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Acolyte Schedule 

If you are unable to keep 
your scheduled time, please 
use the Acolyte List to find 
a replacement.  
 
Contact Rachel Hills at 
rm_hills@yahoo.com with 
any schedule changes as 
soon as possible. 
 

Thank you! 

     Open Altar Flower Dates for 2019 

  

 

 

  Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or 
the church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org or by 

phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

November 17th 

December 8th 

December 29th 

AV Schedule 

      Donut & Coffee Set Up Schedule  

September 29, October 6, 13 

Altar Guild 

  

November 10, 17 

Joan Kraft 

Joan Swank 

October 20, 27, November 3 

Barbara Conrad 

Judy Jasinski 

December 1, 8, 22 

Bonnie Spellman 

Sue Addison 
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God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday  
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Thank You to everyone who made our 3rd 

Annual Autumn Festival a huge success! 

 

Food for Thought—Donation boxes are in the second floor stairwell. We have an  immediate 
need for shelf stable white milk, pudding cups, and tuna salad kits.  This program would not 
be possible without your donations. Thank you for your generosity! 

Food Pantry-Our food pantry collections are donated to Victor’s Vittles at Christus Victor 
Lutheran Church. The items most needed are: canned fruit, Chef Boyardee, instant 
mashed potatos, can soup, cereal, canned chicken/tuna, peanut butter, jelly, side dishes, 
pasta and sauce.  

Veterans Counseling Centers-These centers provide counseling to Veterans suffering from 
PTSD and their families. Thank you for your donations to the Veterans. Everyone has been 
incredibly generous! Currently they need coffee, tea, and powdered creamer. The collection 
box is located on the second floor stairwell. Thank you for your help! 
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Our Sunday School Teachers were installed earlier in September.   Our teachers this year 
are: 
Nursery- Shelby Haacke, Tracie Morgan and Candi Votta 
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten- Darli Sommer and Carol Stifler 
1st through 5th Grades- Lynn Gerber, Mandy Gray, Kelly Haacke, and Donna McDonough 
Middle School- John Stevens and Pastor Lesley 
High School- Debbie Haacke, Tony Jasinski and Vicar Cassie 
Forum- Sheila Bender, Rosalie Coffman, Dave Ermer and Ardi Scarborough 
 
In Sunday School during the month of October the lessons will be: 
 10/6: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 
 10/13: Luke 17:11-19 
 10/20: Luke 18:1-8 
 10/27: Luke 18:9-14 
 
During October, the Forum will be participating in the following: 
 10/6: Guest Speaker- Saleem Gauhar from Manna House 
 10/13: Bible Study on Psalms, led by Ardi Scarborough 
 10/20: Bible Study on Psalms, led by Ardi Scarborough 
 10/27: Luther and Bach presentation by Keith Derrickson 
 
 

Sunday School News 

 St. John’s 40th Annual Christmas Bazaar 
 

Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 9th  from 9 am—2 pm.  

Last years participants can expect a mailing from me the first week in September.  

Spaces are $15.00 each or $25.00 for a space with a table rental. Tables are limited, so please 
respond early.   

Parishioners interested in displaying in our Crafter’s Room should contact me through the 
church office at 410-665-1234 or by email office@stjohnsparkville.org. 
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10/01 Paul Glassband  80th 
10/01 Roman Gomez 
10/02 Sandra Thobe 
10/03 Hudson Francus 
10/04 Linda Gerber 
10/04 Rachael Gerber 
10/04 Michelle Lipka 
10/04 Morgan Perzan 
10/04 Steven Shull 
10/04 Justin Sommer 
10/04 Kayla Tilton 
10/05 Janis Beck 
10/05 Matthew Cline 
10/06 Zachary Buddenbohn 
10/06 Patrick Klinedinst 
10/06 Charles Testudine 
10/07 Esther McVicker 
10/08 June Franz   93rd 
10/08 Charlotte Huber   80th 
10/09 Noah Gamber 

10/09 Evan Snapp 
10/10 Ann  Oakes 
10/11 Ryan Billman 
10/11 Kensley Graf 
10/11 Shelby Haacke 
10/11 John Lindberg 
10/12 Julianna Johnson 
10/12 Doris Warfield   94th 
10/13 Kalib McCann 
10/14 Brenda Graf 
10/15 William Berry, Jr. 
10/15 Nicole Collins 
10/15 Jamie Fitch 
10/15 Stewart Graf 
10/17 Paul Insley   92nd 
10/18 Katrena Collinsworth 
10/18 Gunnar Gibbons 
10/19 Linda Burkhardt 
10/19 Penelope Ermer 
10/19 Barbara Greb 

10/19 Clara Westphal   95th 
10/20 Erin Hyman 
10/20 Robert Lentz 
10/20 Steven Lott 
10/22 Andrea Nufea 
10/22 Paxton Platt 
10/23 Emma Volz   94th 
10/24 Ruth Rye 
10/25 John Snapp, Jr. 
10/25 Mark Vaught 
10/25 Wilma White 
10/26 James Johnson 
10/26 Donna Nicholson 
10/27 Donna McDonough 
10/28 Katie Calise 
10/28 Georgeanne Schleigh 
10/28 Kimberly Wenderoth 
10/29 Barbara Conrad 
10/29 Eleanor McLaughlin 
10/30 Timothy Hurn 

October Birthdays 

October Baptismal Anniversaries 

October Wedding Anniversaries 

10/00 David Ermer 
10/00 Patricia Pescetto 
10/00 Sarah Scheindlinger 
10/00 Matthew Scheindlinger 
10/00 Lily Lindsay 
10/03 Cindy Burt 
10/04 Evan Lipka 
10/04 Colton Francus 
10/04 Jack Gerber 
10/05 Amanda Wood 
10/05 Christian Wood 
10/07 Mara Wolfe 
10/08 Randi Burkhardt 
10/10 Angela Ford 

10/10 Lacey Markley 
10/10 Landry Evans 
10/12 Matthew Sparks 
10/14 Camden Burkhardt 
10/15 Rebecca Zimmer 
10/15 Nicholas Ford 
10/15 Noah Ford 
10/15 Jolene Black 
10/18 Robert Ruth 
10/19 Noah Jones 
10/20 Marie Kramer 
10/21 Brittany Sommer 
10/21 Simon Blazakis 
10/21 Luke Klein 

10/22 Lindsay Meyers 
10/22 Karli Cappucci 
10/23 Ann Powell 
10/23 Charles Jones 
10/23 Richard Ruth, Jr. 
10/23 Natalie Wager 
10/25 Elissa Evans 
10/25 Samantha Little 
10/30 Landon Parsons 

10/5/1975 Robert & Barbara Schlicht 
10/5/2013 Jessica & Patrick Merrey 
10/6/1979 Diana & Carl Greensfelder 
10/14/1972 Bonnie & Robert Spellman 
10/14/1989 Debbie & Ray Miller 
10/14/1995 Brad & Donna Nicholson 
10/15/2005 Julie & Dale Pickett, Jr. 
10/16/1982 Thomas & Sandra Thobe 
10/18/2003 Brett & Michelle Evans 

10/20/2012 Emily & Joshua Nocera 
10/21/2011 Anthony & Kerry Hospelhorn 
10/25/1958 Diane & Bill Carroll 
10/26/1974 Karen & David Ermer 
10/27/1984 Doug & Cindy Weeks  
10/29/2004 Janet & Malcolm Neifeld 
10/31/1975 Lynn & Louis Gerber, III 
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Prayer List 
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