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In this issue... 

Schedules 

Special October days 

 Mark your calendar for these important dates 
 

Sunday, October 4th - St. Francis’ Day  
 Outdoor distribution of Communion: 9 am, 9:30 am & 10 am         
 Online Worship with Blessing of the Animals: 11 am  
 

Sunday, October 11th 

 
 Live Outdoor Worship in the Labyrinth: 11 am  

 

Wednesday, October 14th 

 
 Jam and Jelly Pickup in the Smith Building: 10 am-11:30 am 

 

Saturday, October 17th 

 Mum Pickup in the parking lot: 10 am–1 pm 
 

Sunday, October 18th 

 Outdoor distribution of Communion: 9 am, 9:30 am & 10 am 
 Online Worship: 11 am  
 

Sunday, October 25th—Reformation Sunday 
 Festive Live Outdoor Worship in the parking lot with                     
      Communion: 11 am 
 

 * Outdoor activities are by appointment and weather permitting 
 
 
 

Task Force Adds Outdoor Events, Continues Research on Indoor 
Prospects 
 

The Task Force on In-Person Gathering assessed its first outdoor 
worship gathering and planned two more in October, one October 
11th and another on Reformation Sunday, October 25th, weather            
permitting at 11 am. Outdoor communion distribution will take place 
on October 4th and 18th. The group clarified the need to avoid any 
common food distribution in other outdoor gatherings, limiting   
consumption to personal water, coffee, or food and consumed 
(removing mask) only when more than six feet from others.  For all 
scheduled gatherings, communion and outdoor worship, please call 
the church office in advance to make a reservation. This helps us 
plan and allows for contact tracing should it become necessary. 
 

The task force is exploring two additional indoor options,               
researching the possibility of meetings in the fellowship hall and    
indoor worship in the nave upstairs. No recommendations as of yet. 
A flash survey will be sent out to members electronically to gauge 
willingness and interest in attending indoor worship. 
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The beginning of October is a special time of year for me—not just because of the gorgeous weather, pumpkin       
snickerdoodles, and birthday gifts, but also because we take a moment to celebrate St. Francis, often with a blessing of 
the animals. 
 

St. Francis is one of the most venerated figures in all of Christianity, remembered for his commitment to poverty and 
the religious life. He founded three different religious orders for monks, nuns, and lay people, and he even visited the 
Holy Land to try and bring peace in the midst of the violence of the Crusades. But mostly, I like St. Francis because he 
would preach to the birds in the trees and arrange live donkeys and cows in a nativity scene each Christmas. 
 

Over the last six months, many of us have been spending more time with our pets, if we have them, or we might have 
grown particularly attached to the squirrels that frolic in our yard and a finicky house plant that we find ourselves 
pausing to appreciate more often than usual. Lucky people who find themselves with a bit of extra time since work 
moved home have adopted new pets, hoping to bless a lonely home with some cheer and good photos to send to    
family and friends far away. I’m looking forward to spending St. Francis’ feast day on October 4th blessing and thanking 
my cats for everything that they give to me, every single day. 
 

I have always been a sensitive person, even when I was a very little girl. As an adult, this means I am prone to what my 
great-grandmother referred to as her “blue days.” I would guess that I’m not alone in my experience of more blue days 
than usual over the past six months. Besides good physical health habits, help from a medical professional, and       
connection with family, friends, and my faith community, I have found that one of the most important sources of     
encouragement during tough times are my two little cats, Ramona (who everyone at St. John’s knows) and Beezus (the 
kitten I adopted during quarantine). 
 

Some people don’t like cats (or are allergic) and that’s okay with me—I grew up loving the dogs I was raised with and 
came to share my love with all things feline as an adult. But no matter the species of your pet, they can still teach you 
a whole lot about God. Each morning when I wake up, I know that Ramona and Beezus are relying on me to fill their 
water dishes and replenish their food bowls, just as we pray each morning for God to restore our strength and give us 
the resilience to get through the day. My cats definitely take more days to rest than God does in the seven days of   
creation, but their purring on my lap while I meet with the church council over Zoom reminds me to slow down and 
take a breath if things get stressful. And it doesn’t matter whether my hair looks nice or my sermon is the best—my 
pets still want to snuggle, to follow me around, to give kisses and ask for head scratches. Animals love us just for being 
who we are, the same way that God loves us for ourselves, not our productivity or talent or beauty or power. 
 

Theologians throughout time have believed in the power of nature and animal friends to reflect our relationship with 
God and inspire us to be good stewards of creation. Martin Luther himself famously loved dogs, and said once, “The 
dog is the most faithful of animals and would be much esteemed were it not so common. Our Lord God has made His 
greatest gifts the commonest.” In other words, we have such a generous God who surrounds us with miracles         
everywhere we look. God doesn’t hoard God’s best work for special occasions. God’s love is splashed abundantly 
through our world like the waters of baptism—in cats and dogs, twittering birds, blooming plants and crisp fall breezes. 
 

We are in the midst of long months of grieving. We have lost lives to a deadly virus, to violent power structures, to 
wildfires and hurricanes. In our individual ways, we grieve missed celebrations, lost connections, a way of living and 
learning and building our lives that we wonder if we’ll ever get back. St. Francis, too, lost many things as he sought 
spiritual fulfillment in poverty. But perhaps we can look to him for a reminder to appreciate the way God’s abundant 
grace and hope is written into the DNA of every living creature, and comes to us in ways unexpectedly sweet.  
 

The next time Ramona curls up on my lap while Beezus nestles herself in blankets between my feet, I’ll remember St. 
Francis and pray that each of you find a reason to celebrate him and God’s creation this autumn season. 
 

Gratefully yours, 

Vicar’s Voice 
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Join us on St. Francis’ Day, Sunday October 4th  at 11 am,                                                                     
for an online Blessing of the Animals   
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Council Meets, Discusses Finance, Technology, In-Person Gatherings and More 

In a tightly packed agenda, the Congregation Council expressed heartfelt thanks for the work 
that enabled more than 60 persons to assemble for worship on September 20th in the labyrinth. 
The planning of the Task Force (TF) on In-Person Gathering and a team of gardeners made the 
space exceptionally prepared.  

Planning for 2021 Budget and how to manage a Congregational Meeting for elections and    
adopting a budget generated both questions and creative thinking. The Council hopes to choose 
among legal options to ensure that we can safely accommodate a quorum of 50 people        
sometime in November or on a postponed date.  TF protocols were also reviewed so that staff 
can interpret those capably with small groups seeking to meet in person.   

Recognizing that online worship will remain in place long after we are no longer threatened by 
Covid-19 drove the decision to upgrade some of the video and streaming equipment for             
volunteers who are producing weekly online experiences. This technological upgrade will         
enhance the capture of live worship in the worship space.  

Financial reports reveal that giving has been steady, but down in the summer time, and           
running more than $30k short of the 2020 Budget. Expenses have been lower than usual, and 
fundraisers have been mostly non-existent (note Mum Sale as exception) contributing to the 
need to carefully track cash flow. Members may expect more communication on this issue.   
Budget request forms are out with ministry groups encouraged to think ahead to 2021            
forecasting what is actually realistic in pandemic time. 

Shared use of the parking lot with St. Ursula has been complicated by Covid needs. Staff has 
been working carefully to work out new traffic patterns, some space for kids to play in a spread 
out settings, and still accommodate all of St. John’s needs.  Executive Committee and legal   
counsel are studying the risk management issues related to the shared parking lot.  

Staff reported that the pictorial directory proof was received and is being marked up for        
corrections.  The interim pastor and deacon have been undertaking limited visits and home 
communion distribution where they can meet outside and be safe. More plans are being made 
for fall first communion and baptismal preparation. Research for repairs related to an early      
August lightning strike continues as are conversations with our insurer. And the council had a 
healthy discussion about the climate of communication and healthy patterns for managing   
conflict when it arises within the community of faith.   

Newsletter Articles for the  
November edition of the  
St. John’s Herald are due on                
October 15th. 

 

Important Notice:  

Budget requests are due by Wednesday,           
September 30th. 
 

Please return your budget request to Lee Smith 
at lee.smith1@verizon.net. 
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Sunday School News 

Sunday School News: 
 
For those who would like to participate in our online Sunday School program, see the 
below information.  Go to http://www.stjohnsparkville.org/sunday-school.html and 
click on the links for each weekly YouTube video. This information will go along with the 
materials that may be picked up from the church office. Call the office at 410-665-1234 
to receive the materials. (Materials are not needed to watch the below videos.) 
  
September 13, 2020: The Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:21-35) 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED3fzkS-bhA 
September 20, 2020: First and Last in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16)  
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3n1foHn-Zx8 
September 27, 2020: Two Sons in the Vineyard (Matthew 21:23-32 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEz1rkZj7dU 
October 4, 2020: Rejection in the Vineyard (Matthew 21:33-46) 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9MVbNccYXU 
October 11, 2020: Rejoice in the Lord Always (Philippians 4:1-9) 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cCbu1dvJ9g 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y31SXy-amuc 
October 18, 2020: A Question About Taxes (Matthew 22:15-22) 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lN5YCmoa7jM 
October 25, 2020: The Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:34-46) 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_SVpWee2MA 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZnqf0Gw47E                                                         
November 1, 2020: Humble and Exalted (Matthew 23:1-12) 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVPBnYsJR-A 
November 8, 2020: Ten Bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1-13) 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlmb47FFLQ0 
November 15, 2020: Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30) 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4w7v-WDfJk 
November 22, 2020: Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25:31-46) 
            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWSkdx-XwW 

Would you like to send cards to our   
homebound members?  

Many people are feeling lonely during this time of uncertainty,              
especially our homebound members who have had many                      
restrictions imposed upon them regarding visits. If you would like to 
send a note or card to any of our homebound members to let them 
know you are thinking of them, please call the church office at           
410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org to get their             
addresses.  
 

http://www.stjohnsparkville.org/sunday-school.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ED3fzkS-bhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3n1foHn-Zx8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEz1rkZj7dU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9MVbNccYXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cCbu1dvJ9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y31SXy-amuc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lN5YCmoa7jM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_SVpWee2MA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZnqf0Gw47E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZnqf0Gw47E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVPBnYsJR-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlmb47FFLQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4w7v-WDfJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWSkdx-XwWY
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THANK YOU from the                                       
Labyrinth Ministry Team…. 

Remember the phrase…strength in numbers?  

This could not have been truer for the group of 
volunteers who came out for the initiative God’s 
Work Our Hands – Clean Up Day on Saturday, 

September 19th!  We were able to tackle weeding the labyrinth pathways, rose gardens and       
surrounding areas at the park and around the church in preparation for our first Outdoor       
Worship Service on Sunday, September 20th.  A special shout out of THANKS goes to Scott      

Becker, Dennis Buckless, Betty Ehm and Scott Wenneson for their “behind the scene” hours of 
hard work and devotion in clearing the bulk of the labyrinth weeds prior to Clean Up Day.       
Volunteers who worked diligently on the 19th also deserve a special THANKS…Erick Brock, Sharon 

Carletti, Robin Dibley, Chris Hills, Donna McDonough, Martha Requard, Pastor John, Keith, and 
Lisa Duerling.  Last, but not least, a heartfelt THANKS to Carol Erpenstein for keeping track of         

volunteers for contact tracing purposes.  COVID-19 has created lots of bumps in the road for all 
of us here at St. John’s but that is okay because we know our faith in God and each other will 
keep us moving forward together.  God provided us with a sunny, brisk, lovely morning for our 
Outdoor Worship Service.  62 people safely attended worship (including Re-Opening Task Force 
members). Thanks to the efforts of Tony Jasinski who insured everyone practiced proper social 
distancing.  It was genuinely good to be together again and to glorify God for all that He alone 
provides us.  We look forward to our next Outdoor Worship Service and hope you will consider 
attending. 

Blessings and Peace, 

, Labyrinth Ministry and 

Creation Care Ministry 
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Important Information Regarding our  

Clothing Shed 

Due to the lasting effects of COVID-19, Turnkey has 
made the decision to Temporarily Close  all of their clothing sheds since the sorting houses 
remain closed and they have reached capacity in storing all of the donations. We will notify 
you when we are able to begin accepting your donations again.  Please do not leave              
donations outside of our shed. 
  

Thanks for your cooperation and patience during this time! 

Treasurer’s Report – August 2020 and Year-to-Date 

  2020 Budget August 2020 2020 (Jan-Aug) 2019 (Jan-Aug) 

Income         

Regular Giving $315,000 $20,916 $166,574 $189,543 

Other Income 84,867 230 27,411 45,952 

Total $399,867 $21,146 $193,985 $235,495 

          

Average Giving/ 

Sunday 

$7,690 

  

$4,183 $4,759 $5,744 

          

Expenses         

Benevolence $  31,500 $  2,625 $  21,000 $  21,000 

Budgeted Expenses 368,367 24,139 211,482 233,517 

Total $399,867 $26,764 $232,482 $254,517 

          

Deficit   (5,618) ($38,497) ($19,022) 

Every Gift is Needed 

In the extraordinary year of Covid-19, giving has been less than normal and no surprise to St. 
John’s leadership. But after three quarters of a year of averaging $1,000 less in income each 
week, concern is beginning to grow about meeting all expenses after some typically lower giving 
weeks in the summer time. Income is now below Expenses by $38,497, and on the bright side 
actual expenses are $22,035 lower too.  Most of our fund raising activities are deeply reduced by 
the Covid restrictions. Council and leaders have expressed gratitude for the giving that has been   
received so far. They are looking to keep good control of expenses and hope for increased      
offerings as the fall picks up. “Every gift is critical” and welcomed to sustain the mission and 
ministry of St. John’s in this time of public health and economic crisis.  
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      Open Altar Flower Date for 2020          

 

                                      
Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at                             
office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

  November 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th December 6th, 13th, 24th & 27th 

Lector Schedule for Online Worship 

October 4th Bonnie Spellman October 18th Donna McDonough 

October 11th Amanda Portera October 25th  Rachel Hills 

 

 
Doing Any Shopping Online? 

Support St. John’s when you shop.  
 

Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/52-
6012034 and Amazon donates to Saint John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc. 

Church Directory Update:  

We are happy to report that we 
have received our draft copy of 
the Church Directory. We have 
proofed the draft and expect to 
submit it to Lifetouch soon. We will keep 
you up-to-date as we get information. 
Thanks for your patience.  

Cemetery Note:  

Anyone who has grave lots in our St. John’s Cemetery, please 
remove all summer flowers and decorations as we are getting 
ready for the Fall and Christmas seasons.  

Thank You and Blessings,  

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=10OSW8OQSQ4LN&K=1WWS531ZMEVBV&M=urn:rtn:msg:20171122143055013a9818ad5148dba9f8c0179870p0na&R=21Z732H9CBJ6E&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-6012034&H=PHUMCIJMMBBKWGM1NMGBMCSTKJCA
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=10OSW8OQSQ4LN&K=1WWS531ZMEVBV&M=urn:rtn:msg:20171122143055013a9818ad5148dba9f8c0179870p0na&R=21Z732H9CBJ6E&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-6012034&H=PHUMCIJMMBBKWGM1NMGBMCSTKJCA
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Notes regarding the Prayer List: 

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List please call the church 
office at 410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 

The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since 
members of the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t      
typically know the status of their illness, we don’t know when they are well 
enough to be removed. Please look over the prayer list and if 
there is someone who is doing well, please contact the 
church office and ask to have them removed.  
 

Thanks for helping us keep our prayer list up to date.  

 Would you like to send some cheer to our friends 
at Brightview Senior Living? 

 
Since so many senior living facilities have been tightly closed for months and 
the residents may be feeling isolated during this time, let's remind them that 

we are thinking of them. You can send cards, drawings, notes to: 
 

Brightview - White Marsh 
8100 Rossville Blvd. 

Nottingham, MD 21236  
                                                                        Attn: Heather 

 

The director will make sure your things are given to the residents who could use a                
pick-me-up! This is a great project for kids on summer break, and we will provide new         

addresses/other organizations to write to throughout the next few weeks! 
 

Condolences to the Kempske family. Eddie Kempske passed 
away on September 5th.   
 

Condolences to the Schindler family. Robert Schindler, Jr. 
passed away on September 9th. Robert was buried at Gardens of 
Faith Cemetery on September 14th.  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/8100+Rossville+Blvd.+%0D%0A+Nottingham,+MD+21236?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/8100+Rossville+Blvd.+%0D%0A+Nottingham,+MD+21236?entry=gmail&source=g


 11 

 



 12 

 



 13 

 



 14 

 

10/01 Paul Glassband 
10/02 Sandra Thobe 
10/03 Carol Fischer 
10/04 Linda Gerber 
10/04 Rachael Gerber 
10/04 Michelle Lipka 
10/04 Morgan Perzan 
10/04 Steven Shull 
10/04 Justin Sommer 
10/04 Kayla Tilton 
10/06 Charles Testudine 
10/08 June Franz   94

th 

10/08 Charlotte Huber 
10/09 Evan Snapp 
10/10 Ann  Oakes 
10/11 Ryan Billman 
10/11 Kensley Graf 
10/11 Shelby Haacke 
10/11 John Lindberg 
10/12 Julianna Johnson 
10/12 Doris Warfield  95

th 

10/14 Brenda Graf 
10/15 Nicole Collins 

10/15 Stewart Graf 
10/18 Katrena Collinsworth 
10/19 Linda Burkhardt 
10/19 Penelope Ermer 
10/19 Barbara Greb 
10/19 Clara Westphal  96

th 

10/20 Erin Hyman 
10/20 Robert Lentz 
10/22 Andrea Nufea 
10/23 Emma Volz  95

th 

10/24 Ruth Rye 
10/25 John Snapp, Jr. 
10/25 Wilma White 
10/26 James Johnson 
10/26 Donna Nicholson 
10/27 Donna McDonough 
10/28 Georgeanne Schleigh 
10/28 Kimberly Wenderoth 
10/29 Barbara Conrad 
10/29 Eleanor McLaughlin 
10/30 Sydney Meyer 
10/31 Patricia Freeburger  80

th 

10/31 Janet Neifeld 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

October Birthdays 

October Baptismal Anniversaries 

October Wedding Anniversaries 

10/00 David Ermer 
10/00 Patricia Pescetto 
10/00 Lily Lindsay 
10/03 Cindy Burt 
10/04 Evan Lipka 
10/04 Jack Gerber 
10/05 Amanda Wood 
10/05 Christian Wood 
10/06 Max Yankolonis 
10/07 Mara Wolfe 
10/08 Randi Burkhardt 
10/10 Angela Ford 
10/10 Lacey Artz 

10/10 Landry Evans 
10/12 Matthew Sparks 
10/14 Camden Burkhardt 
10/15 Rebecca Zimmer 
10/15 Nicholas Ford 
10/15 Noah Ford 
10/15 Jolene Black 
10/18 Robert Ruth 
10/19 Noah Jones 
10/20 Marie Kramer 
10/21 Brittany Sommer 
10/21 Simon Blazakis 
10/22 Lindsay Meyers 

10/22 Karli Cappucci 
10/23 Ann Powell 
10/23 Charles Jones 
10/23 Richard Ruth, Jr. 
10/25 Elissa Evans 
10/30 Landon Parsons 

10/5/1975 Robert & Barbara Schlicht 
10/5/2013 Jessica & Patrick Merrey 
10/14/1972 Bonnie & Robert Spellman 
10/14/1989 Debbie & Ray Miller 
10/14/1995 Brad & Donna Nicholson  25

th 

10/15/2005 Julie & Dale Pickett, Jr. 
10/16/1982 Thomas & Sandra Thobe 
10/18/2003 Brett & Michelle Evans 
10/25/1958 Diane & Bill Carroll  62

nd 

10/26/1974 Karen & David Ermer 
10/29/2004 Janet & Malcolm Neifeld 
10/31/1975 Lynn & Louis Gerber, III 
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Prayer List 
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October Calendar  



 17 

 

Kid’s Corner 

 


