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In this issue...

Schedules

Special October days 

October Edition 

 “For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not 
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through 

love become servants to one another. For the whole law is summed up in 
a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbor as                        

yourself.’” (Galatians 5:12-14) 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

502 years ago, in 1520, Martin Luther wrote an essay entitled, 
“On the Freedom of a Christian.” In it, Luther presented this paradox: 
A Christian is totally free in Jesus Christ, subject to no one. And a  
Christian is a completely dutiful servant of all, subject to all. 

 

Amid the Reformation of the Church, Luther emphasized that 
the good things we do (good works) cannot save us or set us free. It is 
Christ who saves us, Christ who sets us free. By his life, death, and 
resurrection, Christ took on the powers of death, sin and evil. Luther 
wrote: “his [Christ’s] righteousness is greater than all the sins of      
humankind, his life is stronger than death, his salvation more            
invincible than hell.” (Luther’s Works 31 p. 351) Therefore, we are free 
in Christ! 

 

But what are we free for? Does our newfound freedom mean 
we can do whatever we want?  

No! Luther cites Philippians 2 and writes that in our freedom 
we should “serve, help, and in every way deal with our neighbor as we 
see that God through Christ has dealt with and still deals with 
us.” (Luther’s Works 31, p 388) 

 

We are set free for a new life in Christ! By the power of the Holy 
Spirit our hearts are set on fire, enabling us to use our newfound   
freedom to serve our neighbors. We do this not to show how good we 
are, but out of love and praise to God who has been so gracious to us.  

 

This is summed up in the words of forgiveness that we       
sometimes hear in worship: 

 

“God, who is rich in mercy, has given his son to die for us, and 
for his sake, God forgives us all our sins.” Thanks be to God! 

 

                                                                                  Continued on page 2 
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                    Treasurer’s Report –  August 2022 

 
  

 Let us pray: God who formed us and reforms us anew each day, keep us ever mindful of your 
presence with us, and help us to rely on you for strength and salvation. Forgive us for the times we have 
failed to love our neighbors as ourselves, and give us new hearts to serve this world in need. Bless the 
work of our hands, that all that we do may glorify your name and proclaim Christ crucified and risen. 
Amen. 
 

Christ’s Peace be with you all, 

Sunday School Schedule 
9 am –9:45 am 

 Children ages 3 through 5th grade meets on 
the 3rd floor 

 Middle & High School meets in the Youth 
Room on the 2nd floor 

 Faith & Fellowship meets in the Fellowship 
Hall 

The Sunday School              
registration form is on page 14 
of the newsletter for your 
convenience.  

Nursery Care  

 

  

 

 Nursery care for infants through age 2 is   
available during the Sunday School hour while 

parents are attending Faith and Fellowship. 
During worship, care is available for infants 

through kindergarten. 

  2022 Budget Aug 2022 2022 (Jan-Aug) 2021 (Jan-Aug) 

Income         

Regular Giving $290,000 $20,049 $165,035 $170,740 

Other Income 91,052 1,406 18,509 81,165 

Total $381,052 $21,455 $183,544 $251,905 

          

Average Giving/ 

Sunday 

$7,328 

  

$4,441 $4,715 $4,878 

          

Expenses         

Benevolence $  29,000 $  2,415 $ 19,320 $ 18,664 

Budgeted Expenses 352,052 23,008 220,099 183,351 

Total $381,052 $25,423 $239,419 $202,015 

          

Deficit   ($3,968) ($55,875) $49,890 
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Acolyte Schedule 

October 2022 

**If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please contact Rachel Hills at 
rm_hills@yahoo.com or 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as possible.   

   
 

  

Lector/Communion Assistant Schedule for October 

October 2nd Amanda Hartman October 23rd Megan Czarski 

October 9th Donna McDonough October 30th Vickie Jasinski  

October 16th Milt Dutcher   

The office will send out your readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 
410-665-1234. The schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you 
robe. 

October Assisting Minister Schedule 
 

 10/2 Lee Smith  10/23 Lee Smith 

10/9 Lee Smith  10/30 Lee Smith  

10/16 Lee Smith   
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Notes from the Organ Bench 

We are entering my favorite season of the year– Autumn. I love the colors, scents, coolness, and 
comfort of fall. I love Halloween and Thanksgiving, both that bring wonderful memories. I love the 
traditions that go with these days.  
 
When I was confirmed my grandfather gave me my own hymnal. It was red with my name engraved 
on the front. I took it with me to church on Sundays and used it for many years. Then, about ten 
years after it was published, the church bought the “new” green (LBW) hymnal. It took a while to 
adjust to the new melodies, words, harmonies; and some of our favorite hymns were missing! We 
did find some new hymns, but accepting the hymnal was a challenge. Finally, it became “the”     
hymnal. 
 
Then there was the “new” blue (WOV) hymnal that offered new hymns and was added to the pew 
racks. We were running out of room! And then, sure enough, another new cranberry hymnal was 
published.  
 
Did you know that I have a collection of Lutheran hymnals that goes back to the 1800s? Not only do 
I have the Sunday school song books, but the black, brown, red, green, blue, and now the cranberry 
hymnal! I always joked that the next hymnal would be purple. When, about a year ago, I opened the 
package that included a preview of the new supplemental hymnal, I burst out laughing. It is       
PURPLE!  
 
So, now we have the new purple (ACS) hymnal. I ordered several copies of All Creation Sings for the 
pastors and me to study and have been pleasantly surprised with what I have found. There are some 
hymns that were not included in the last “new” hymnal, some with new words to familiar melodies, 
some easy to sing melodies, some multicultural hymns, and even some hymns that are more                  
contemporary. 
 
I have already been asked, “Are we getting a new hymnal?” The answer is a simple “NO.” This     
hymnal is giving us more hymns. When I plan the hymns, anthems, and music for the worship     
services, I focus on the lessons and theme for each week. Sometimes the process is easy, and other 
times I struggle to select music that works for St. John’s. Through our CCLI and OneLicense permits 
we can use these hymns without needing to add more hymnals to the pew racks.  
 
With the variety of hymnals that we have, we can keep our tradition and sing the hymns that hold 
special meaning to us. As we come back to church this fall, it is like coming back home, but this 
home is filled with some new sights, new people, new traditions, and new sounds to go with the old 
comforts. As you worship, remember to keep 
 
Making a Joyful Noise, 

Newsletter Articles for the November 
edition of the St. John’s  
Herald are due by October 
20th. 
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Blessings to you and yours as we move into the last hot days of summer and jump feet first into     
routines generally associated with the fall.  For our family (and some might relate), it’s back to 
school and full swing into fall sports, which means breaking out the giant whiteboard calendar for 
advance planning to mark upcoming holiday vacations, college visits (in shock that we’re doing 
this again already!), major assignments, work-related events, doctors’ appointments, and other 
“don’t forget this” activities and celebrations. And in our home, we make sure to mark Sundays 
for worship and  fellowship.  
 
Now, that doesn’t mean that we are always in the pews every Sunday. A few travel soccer or fall   
baseball tournaments might overlap or an out-of-town visit to our college student might lay 
claim to a Sunday here and there. However, we try to hold this time of Sabbath to be with God 
and with each of you, our church family. And if we aren’t in person gathered in the church     
building, we are watching via YouTube or finding God as we pray and watch the sun rise while 
sipping coffee on the soccer field sidelines.  
 
Amidst all the running from here to there, in between work and family life, it can be challenging 
as I’m sure each of you might sometimes feel. Speaking from experience, I often feel               
overwhelmed staring at the calendar and the to-do lists, questioning what might be next, and 
how I can fit it all in. The uncertainty and lack of control of the “what’s next” can take over and 
not let us be present in the “now” and worry over the future. It is so important for us to take that 
pause, exhale in the moment, trust in God, and take relief in knowing that He has got this.  
 
During our Council meeting this past Monday, Council members discussed an analogy of the    
impala, a member of the antelope family, that are known for their ability to jump great heights; 
however, when in captivity, they are often confined by 3ft. walls because they are hesitant to 
jump as they cannot see what lies on the other side. What does this mean for our community of 
faith? How can we support each other in our spiritual journeys? How can we gather as a        
community of faith to build upon God’s love, to hear His call, and to do His work? How can we 
connect with others beyond our church walls? How do we define St. John’s, its mission, and who 
we are to our siblings in Christ?  
 
Rest assured, we see above the wall of doubt and uncertainty together and answer the call 
through our lived mission and practice here at St. John’s. On Sunday, August 21st, several of our 
ministry team leaders and Council members gathered in fellowship to discuss our good work, its 
connection to our mission at St. John’s, and how we can better support each other in our        
ministries. We see this every Sunday in worship together—however that works into our schedule 
that day. It resonates through our weekly 9 a.m. Sunday School and Faith & Fellowship            
gatherings. We bear witness through the September 18th “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday when 
over 30 community members gathered to make cards for local retirement communities and     
explored our community with eyes open to see our neighbors and how we might fulfill their 
needs. We are indeed doing God’s work with our hands. 
 
                                                                                                        

Continued on page 6 
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There are other wonderful opportunities to connect and build upon your relationship with God and 
our church family so make sure to check out the church’s weekly emails, website, and social media 
platforms for additional details. And make sure to mark down time in your day for prayer and just 
be with Him—even if just for a few minutes sprinkled here and there in between the packed                  
calendar—knowing that we can bound over any walls together with His love.  
 
Lifting you and our community up in prayer always!  
 
Your sibling in Christ, 
 

Council President 

Our Calling: Serving on St. John’s Council 
 

The St. John's Congregational Council is made up of 12 elected 
leaders from our congregation who serve three-year terms to 
support St. John’s operations, mission, and ministry. The   
Council meets every month to discuss various topics, bringing 
a variety of gifts and talents to uplift our mission and ministry 
at St. John's and in Parkville.  
 

As we prepare for our November 20th congregational meeting, there are several Council        
members who have fulfilled their terms and must close their time on Council. Therefore, we 
have the opportunity for new Council members to join and vote on those new Council members 
at that meeting. 
 

A nominating committee has been formed to assist with this process. We encourage you to 
prayerfully consider if this could be how you could serve St. John’s. Are you being called to     
contribute your gifts and talents to enhance our mission? Might this be how you could do God’s 
work through a church leadership role alongside your siblings in Christ? If so, we’d ask that you 
reach out to a Council member or the church office by October 16th to express your interest. 
We’d love to serve alongside you in this role! 

               St. John’s Now Has VENMO! 
 

We are happy to announce that you can now give  

your offering using Venmo.  

Enter @stjohnsparkville in the Venmo App or                       
scan the QR code.   
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Please join us for our Restaurant Night 

Wednesday, September 28th & Thursday, September 29th  

from 11 am to 11 pm  

at Jerry D’s Saloon  

located at 7808 Harford Road in Parkville 

                        Save the Dates: 

  
 

 

Christmas Bazaar 
Sat., November 12, 2022 

9 am—2 pm 

Breakfast with Santa 
Sat., December 10, 2022 

9 am—11 am 

St. John’s Christmas Bazaar Crafter/Vendor Information 

Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held this year on       
Saturday, November 12th  from 9 am-2 pm. Past crafter/
vendors can expect a mailing from me the 1st of September. 
Spaces are $15.00 each or $25.00 for a space with a table 
rental. Tables are limited, so please respond early. If you are 
interested in displaying in our Crafter’s Room, contact me 
through the church office at 410-665-1234 or office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 

Volunteers Needed to help make our Christmas Bazaar a huge success!   

What we need: 

 help setting up on Friday, November 11th 

 help during the event on Saturday, November 12th 

 help to reset the Fellowship Hall and Preschool room after the event 

More information will be provided in the announcements during worship and in the Weekly 
emails.  

Whether you can help all day or just a few hours, your help is needed and welcomed! 

St. John’s Preschool Fall Flower Sale  

Reminder....Orders are due by Wednesday, September 28th.   

Pick up is Saturday, October 15th from 10 am—noon on the church parking lot 
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Thanks to everyone who       
participated in our “God’s 
work. Our hands” event. We 
had 31 participants who either 
walked the neighborhood or made cards for the 
residents at Brightview.  

 

The Men-in-Mission meetings have resumed, once a month, on the second Tuesday of the month. 
The October meeting will be at 7 pm on Tuesday October 11th in the Youth Room. We are  studying 
the Gospel of Mark. We will have a breakfast meeting on Saturday, October 15th at 9 am at Jerry D’s 
Restaurant. We will continue to donate to the Food for Thought program this year. All men of St. 
John’s are invited to attend our meetings.  

Enjoy Autumn! 

Men-in-Mission 

Join us for our Blessing of the Animals  

Sunday, October 2nd  

2 pm at the Labyrinth  

Bring your pet or a picture of your pet for a blessing and a treat. 

1st Communion Workshop will take place on Saturday, October 8th from 10 am—12:30 pm.  

This is an opportunity for children and families to learn more about 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If you would like more                 

information speak with one of the pastors. Please contact the church 
office by Wednesday, September 28th if you are planning to              

participate. 1st Communion will be on Sunday, October 9th during 
the 10 am worship service.  

Food for Thought will be   
starting back up on October 
6th! We will be checking our 

inventory and will let you know 
what we need in the weekly 

emails and in the bulletins.  

Cemetery Note... 

Anyone who has summer flowers or decorations on their family graves, please remove them as we 
are getting ready for our fall & winter seasons. We want to thank all our church 
members who continually keep our Cemetery clean and place those beautiful 
flowers on their family graves. Please remember we are always grateful for any 
monetary gifts in memory of your loved ones.  

Thank you & Blessings, 
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Important, Please read! 
The food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran Church, Victor’s Vittles, is now serving 30-40 families 
each week. This quickly depletes their stock. 
 

Items needed are: cereal, mac and cheese, dry pasta, peanut butter, canned chicken, spam, instant 
potatoes, instant rice and personal care products such as: toothpaste, soap, 
deodorant and shampoo.  
 

You can drop your donations off at St. John’s and we will deliver them to the 
food pantry.  
 

*Just a note...regular size items are best because everything has to fit into one bag. 
Thank you so much for your continued support of our food pantry! 

                  

Clothing Shed Fundraiser 
 

All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations are: All clothing, 
shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases,  drapes, and 
stuffed toys. In 2021 we collected 6.80 tons of  clothing/textiles and 
made $1,087.92. Please spread the word about our clothing shed to 
your family, friends and neighbors. Thanks for your donations!  

Ushers needed! 

Thinking of serving your 
church but don’t quite know 
what to do? Ushering might 
be the thing for you. For more information, 
contact Tony Jasinski at                                
polishfossil29@verizon.net. We look forward 
to serving with you.  

                                                      

Open Altar Flower Dates for 2022 

 

 

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or 
the church office at ofice@stjohnsparkville.org or by 

phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

**Please note that the cost of Altar Flowers is $50** 

November 13th and 27th 

Congratulations to  

Megan Schoenfliess  

and  

Max Czarski 

        who were married on  

Saturday, September 17th at St. John’s.  

                                             
Save the Date  

for our  
Fall Congregational 

Meeting 
Sunday, November 20th 

following the 10 am Youth Led Worship Service  
This meeting will include 

 approval of the 2023 Budget and  
voting of new council members. 
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October Birthdays 

October Baptismal Anniversaries 

October Wedding Anniversaries 

10/00/1952 David Ermer 
10/00/1953 Patricia Pescetto 
10/00/2008 Lily Lindsay 
10/4/1998 Evan Lipka 
10/4/2015 Jack Gerber 
10/5/1986 Amanda Wood 
10/5/2008 Christian Wood 
10/6/2019 Max Yankolonis 
10/7/2001 Mara Wolfe 
10/8/1989 Randi Burkhardt 
10/10/1976 Angela Ford 

10/10/1993 Lacey Artz 
10/10/2010 Landry Evans 
10/12/1975 Matthew Sparks 
10/14/2018 Camden Burkhardt 
10/15/1995 Rebecca Zimmer 
10/15/2005 Nicholas Ford 
10/15/2005 Noah Ford 
10/15/2017 Jolene Black 
10/19/2003 Noah Jones 
10/20/1940 Marie Kramer 
10/21/1990 Brittany Sommer 

10/21/2007 Simon Blazakis 
10/22/1995 Lindsay Meyers 
10/22/2006 Karli Cappucci 
10/23/1994 Charles Jones 
10/25/1987 Elissa Evans 
10/30/2016 Landon Parsons 

10/5/1975 Robert & Barbara Schlicht 
10/5/2013 Jessica & Patrick Merrey 
10/14/1972 Bonnie & Robert Spellman   50

th 

10/14/1989 Debbie & Ray Miller 
10/14/1995 Brad & Donna Nicholson 
10/15/2005 Julie & Dale Pickett, Jr. 
 
 
 

10/16/1982 Thomas & Sandra Thobe 
10/18/2003 Brett & Michelle Evans 
10/26/1974 Karen & David Ermer 
10/29/2004 Janet & Malcolm Neifeld 
10/31/1975 Lynn & Louis Gerber, III 

10/01 Paul Glassband 
10/01 Roman Gomez 
10/02 Sandra Thobe 
10/03 Carol Fischer 
10/04 Linda Gerber 
10/04 Rachael Gerber 
10/04 Michelle Lipka 
10/04 Morgan Perzan 
10/04 Steven Shull 
10/04 Justin Sommer 
10/04 Kayla Tilton 
10/05 Amy Berger 
10/06 Alan Fox 
10/06 Charles Testudine 
10/08 June Franz  96

th 

10/08 Charlotte Huber 
10/09 Evan Snapp 
10/11 Ryan Billman 
10/11 Kensley Graf 

10/11 Shelby Haacke 
10/11 John Lindberg 
10/12 Julianna Johnson 
10/14 Brenda Graf 
10/15 Nicole Collins 
10/15 Stewart Graf 
10/18 Katrena Collinsworth 
10/19 Linda Burkhardt 
10/19 Penelope Ermer 
10/19 Barbara Greb   91

st 

10/20 Erin Hyman 
10/22 Andrea Nufea 
10/23 Emma Volz   97

th 

10/24 Ruth Rye   85
th 

10/25 John Snapp, Jr. 
10/25 Wilma White 
10/26 James Johnson 
10/26 Donna Nicholson 
10/26 Blake Wenderoth 

10/27 Donna McDonough 
10/28 Georgeanne Schleigh 
10/28 Kimberly Wenderoth 
10/29 Barbara Conrad 
10/29 Eleanor McLaughlin 
10/30 Sydney Meyer 
10/31 Janet Neifeld 
 
 
 
 
 



 16 

 

Prayer List 

For health & healing 
Jim Morrow  
Joan Kraft 
Mardi Nickel 
Kim Townsley 
Thomas McDonough 
Julie Hastings 
Bett Murphy 
Debbie Miller 
Sandy Scott 
Tony Jasinski 
Vickie Jasinski  
  
For family & friends  
David Warren 
Judy Taylor 
Sean Pullen 
John Bowman 
Norma Weber 
Rejena Hartlove 
Joe Erpenstein 
Chuck Miller 
Jeanne Edmunds 
John Miller 
Arlo Jones 
Denise Ferguson 
Helen Taylor 
Mary Jo Rother 
Bonnie Kellner 
Kristin Weger 
Daniel Germaine 
Jon O’Leary 
Renee’ Sprecher 
Marie Greb 
Linda Fliegel 
 

Helen  Bender 
Doug Adams 
 
For the military     
and their families  
Kalib McCann 
Mason Ledbetter 
Leroy Keller 
Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony 
Bowser 
Jacob Verble 
Lance Corporal Justin Ferro 
Sgt. Stephen Peck 
Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann 
Michael Anthony Tucker 
Chaplain A. J. Strifler 
 

          … and all those in  
         harm’s way. 
 

For those grieving family & 
friends of 
Evelyn George  
 
Homebound  members 
Trudy Anderson  
Patricia Becker 
Agatha Biensach-Daniels 
Gladys Downs 
Margaret Eubert 
June Franz 
Betty Glassband 
Richard Hoerner 
Audrey Lentz 
John Lotterer 
Paul and Alberta Nolder 
 

Patrick O’Connell 
Arthur Pulket 
Mary Ann Reek 
Janet Roth  
Patricia Sollanek 
Kim Townsley 
Cass Tracey 
Emma Volz 
  
  

  

Notes regarding the Prayer List: 

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please call the church office at 
410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 

The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since members of 
the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t typically know the status of their       
illness, we don’t know when they are well enough to be removed. Please look over the prayer list 
and if there is someone who is doing well, please contact the church office and ask to have them 
removed.  
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October Calendar 
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Kid’s Corner 

 


