In this issue...

When I think of the word church, I think of Rick. Rick is a friend
who lives in the suburbs of Kansas City. Every time it got too cold
or too warm, Rick would load up his very noisy van filled with
either blankets or ice and go down the forgotten side streets of
our community and yell, “Church is here.” People would come out
from various places and get the goodies that Rick was offering.
The kids loved Rick and they kept asking his name. Each time he
visited, he would remind them of his name. Somehow they didn’t
seem to be able to remember, but they remembered that he was
“church.” After a few months of Rick’s visits, the kids heard the
rickety van, they would run into the streets and proclaim, “Church
is here. Church is here.”
Our denomination reminds us that, “We are Church, We are
Church together and We are Church for the World.”
Let’s start with we are church. What does it mean to be church?
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For me, it means being a part of the Body of Christ, combining my
God given gifts with others of like mind and sharing God’s love,
mercy and grace with all. Being church sometimes looks like what
my friend Rick would do, sometimes it means sitting by the
bedside of a sick person, and sometimes it means joining with 32
children to sing Jesus Loves Me during Martha’s Music Camp.
There are all sorts of ways to be church. We just need to
remember that the church is not a building or a place, it is you and
me doing God’s work with our hands.
Secondly, we are church together. What does it mean to be
church together? There are 3.4 million members of the ELCA
throughout the 9091 churches in the United States. That is a lot of
people with a strong voice. Together, as the body of Christ, we
can do the work to which God calls us all. We can live out our
baptismal covenant.
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Thirdly, we are church for the world. Sometimes being church for the world is the hardest
one of the three. We want to be concerned about our neighbor. However, our neighbor can
be unfamiliar at best and maybe even scary at worst; live in a place we don’t want to go, and do
things differently than the way we would. So can we be church for each other…the neighbors
we know and those we don’t know and those who look like us and those who don’t and those
that think like us and those who think differently. Jesus came for all people and we are called
to share God’s love with all.
Being church for the world might even call us to do things that some of us don’t agree with. At
the churchwide assembly, we passed a resolution committing ourselves to Accompanying
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO).
This church is committed to work toward just and humane policies affecting migrants in and
outside the U.S. (For more information about what it means to be a Sanctuary Denomination,
check out the explanation of pages 5-6).
In his report, Bill Horne, ELCA vice president, spoke of unity in Christ as he reflected on this
church's connection "as Christians, Lutherans, members of the ELCA and our relationship with
our neighbors."
"I can be of one mind with you and still disagree with you on an issue. When we focus on the
word, the meaning of our baptism and the eucharist, our life as Christians and our service to
our neighbor, being of one mind helps us to navigate through the rough spots in living with
each other," Horne said. "The distinctions that I may make in our relationship and interactions
won't ever overshadow the oneness we share in Christ Jesus."
May God bless us as We are church, as We are church together and as We are church for the
world.
God’s peace and my prayers,
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Men in Mission
The regular meetings of the Men-in-Mission will resume on Tuesday, September
10th at 7 pm in the Youth Room. We will spend the first meeting catching up and
planning our activities for 2019/2020. It would be great if all members could attend
to provide their input.
New members would be very welcome. We study what the Bible means to us in
these modern times, and how we can
assist the Church. Please join us!
Peace be with you!

Dear Pastor Lesley,
We are so grateful for the wonderful recognition that you, your staff
and the membership gave to mom this past Sunday. Mom loves St.
John’s Lutheran Church and her closest friends are the members of
the congregation! She was thrilled to be among all of you on Sunday!
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Donut & Coffee Set Up Schedule
It’s hard to believe how summer is flying by and we’ll be getting ready for the donut and
coffee fellowship hour to begin on Celebration Sunday, September 8th. Below is a list of
volunteers for the next few weeks.
September 8, 15, 22

October 20, 27, November 3

Linda & Randi Burkhardt

Barbara Conrad

Candi & Chad Votta

Judy Jasinski

September 29, October 6, 13
Altar Guild
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Labyrinth Ministry
Our team is working hard to get our beautiful labyrinth, A Place of Grace, ready for folks to
make use of while attending the Autumn Festival in September BUT…we can always use
some extra help! Parents/Grandparents: Talk with your children/grandchildren. This
work would be a great way for your student(s) to get a jump start on earning service hours
for the 2019-2020 school year. Feel free to call or text me at 410-615-8640 if interested or if
you have questions or would like more information. Thank you.

Labyrinth Ministry Chair
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Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule

If you cannot serve on your assigned date, contact Sheila Bender. The office will send out your
readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at 410-665-1234. The schedule is
posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe.
Communion Assistant who did not lector, it is requested that you commune the Pastor and
Assisting Minister at the conclusion of communion.
Thank you,

Newsletter Articles for the
October
edition of the
St. John’s Herald
are due on September 15th.

September Ushers
Fred and Judy Zimmer,
Samantha and Becca Zimmer
Fred and Judy Zimmer,
Samantha and Becca Zimmer
Chris and Rachel Hills, Joshua
Hills, Shirley and Don Snyder
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Acolyte Schedule
If you are unable to keep
your scheduled time, please
use the Acolyte List to find
a replacement.
Contact Rachel Hills at
rm_hills@yahoo.com with
any schedule changes as
soon as possible.
Thank you!

Please join us for our September Lunch Bunch

AV Schedule

We will be going to The Seasoned Mariner
located at 601 Wise Avenue in Dundalk on
Sunday, September 15th, at 12:30 pm. Please
contact Lee or Laurie Krieger for a reservation.

Open Altar Flower Dates for 2019
September 22nd

November 17th

October 20th

December 15th and 29th

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at
office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date.
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There are many ways we can be good stewards of God’s beautiful creation. These are just a few
ideas, I’m sure you can think of many more.
Have an energy audit done for your facility and follow the recommendations. One easy change
is to replace old light bulbs with new energy efficient ones.
Prepare a meatless meal for your congregation and neighbors. Share recipes and plan to have
several meatless meals each week.
Clean up trash around the neighborhood and recycle cans, bottles, etc.
Build recycling containers for your church and start recycling.
Participate in a local tree planting or stream clean up. The Chesapeake Bay Foundation has a
variety of volunteer opportunities posted on their web site. https://www.cbf.org/join-us/
volunteer/
Start a pollinator garden, community vegetable garden, or plant native trees and shrubs on
your church property.
Funding is available for work to care for creation. Please contact me if you need additional
information. lheller1@msn.com

Food for Thought—Donation boxes are in the second floor stairwell. We have an immediate
need for shelf stable white & chocolate milk and 4 oz. Chef Boyardee meals. This program
would not be possible without your donations. Thank you for your generosity!
Food Pantry-Our food pantry collections are donated to Victor’s Vittles at Christus Victor
Lutheran Church. The items most needed are: canned fruit, Chef Boyardee, instant
mashed potatos, can soup, cereal, canned chicken/tuna, peanut butter, jelly, side dishes,
pasta and sauce.
Veterans Counseling Centers-These centers provide counseling to Veterans suffering from
PTSD and their families. By the collection box, we have posted additional information on the
programs provided. The funding they receive does not provide for extras and we felt called to
help them. They need donations of coffee, sugar and sugar free packets, non-dairy creamer,
and hot cups. They have expanded their request to include materials to promote relaxation.
They need acrylic paint, canvas, brushes, colored pencils, adult coloring books, Yoga pads
and mats. The collection box is located on the second floor stairwell.
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Sunday School News
Sunday School and Adult Forum will begin on Sunday, September 8, 2019 at 9:30 am! All
Sunday School students will receive a mailing indicating their class and teacher for the 20192020 year along with a registration form. Please bring the completed registration form with
you to your first class so that we can keep our records updated. If you did not receive a
mailing, there is a registration form included with the newsletter. If you have questions or
concerns, please contact Rachel Hills (rm_hills@yahoo.com).
All Sunday School teachers will be installed at either the 8:15 am or 11:00 am service on September 8, 2019. Also at both services children in pre-k, grade 2 and grade 6 will receive a
Bible.
The Sunday School classes (nursery through grade 5) will be hearing these stories from the
Bible during the month of September:
9/8: Philemon 1-21
9/15: Luke 15: 1-10 Lost Sheep and Lost Coin
9/22: 1Timothy 2:1-7 Pray for Everyone
9/29: Luke 16:19-31 The Rich Man and Lazarus
During September the topics and leaders during Adult Forum will be:
9/8: Introduction and overview
9/15: Maps and Locations in the Bible (led by Dave Ermer)
9/22: Guest Speaker, Bill Wingard, who will be talking about the
History and science of the Shroud of Turin
9/29: Bible Study (led by Ardi Scarborough)

St. John’s 40th Annual Christmas Bazaar
Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 9th from 9 am—2 pm.
Last years participants can expect a mailing from me the first week in September.

Spaces are $15.00 each or $25.00 for a space with a table rental. Tables are limited, so please
respond early.
Parishioners interested in displaying in our Crafter’s Room should contact me through the
church office at 410-665-1234 or by email office@stjohnsparkville.org.
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September Birthdays
09/01 Peggy Buckless
09/02 Ruth Albrecht
09/02 Carson Bittner
09/03 Robin Dibley
09/03 Elyse Foreman
09/03 Irvin Neal
09/04 Tammie Thomas
09/05 Dionysus Blazakis
09/05 Jacob Hartmann
09/05 Julianna Maxwell
09/05 Brynlee Stinchcomb
09/06 Denise Retkowski
09/06 David Vogtman
09/06 Katrina Watson
09/07 Charles Porter
09/08 Delaney Walston
09/09 David McDonough
09/09 Madeleine Nocera
09/10 Elissa Evans
09/10 Christopher Johnson

09/10 Marion McDonough
09/11 Leonard Hutschenreuter
09/12 Erick Brock
09/12 Matthew Sparks
09/13 Matthew DeWitt
09/13 Angela Horn
09/13 Nancy Willis
09/14 Ruth Winebrenner
09/15 Aawe Dean
09/15 Allie Nordan
09/15 Ethan Sommer
09/17 David Asplin
09/17 Angela Ford
09/17 Gregory McEvers Jr.
09/18 Emily Pickett
09/19 Willow Mehan
09/20 Frederick Zimmer
09/22 Jacob Dawson
09/22 Anna Gerber
09/22 Karen Sollanek

09/23 Sandy Hoody
09/24 Betty Kiima
09/25 JoAnn Weiland
09/26 Nora McDonough
09/28 Terri Murray
09/28 Ann Powell 95th
09/28 Leonard Steg
09/29 Michael Carrington
09/29 Ashlynn Connelly
09/29 Gabrielle Gray
09/29 Patricia Pescetto
09/30 Connor Madison

September Baptismal Anniversaries
09/00 Larry Conley
09/00 Dan Eck
09/00 Elyse Foreman
09/00 Taylor Retkowski
09/02 Glenn Porter
09/02 Elizabeth Calise
09/05 Virginia Wehr
09/07 Isabella Diffenderffer
09/07 Vada Menges
09/08 Helen Baker
09/09 Chelsea Vaught
09/14 Marianne Snyder

09/15 Sheri Klein
09/15 Erin Brophy
09/16 Emily Rash
09/17 Mark Hofmann
09/17 Kerry Hospelhorn
09/17 Matthew Miller
09/21 Christopher Wenderoth
09/21 Sadie Snapp
09/22 Brandon Crites
09/23 Taylor Ermer
09/24 Samantha Weeks
09/24 Matthew Weeks

09/25 John Snapp, III
09/27 Jacob Bittner
09/28 Cynthia Kraemer
09/29 Kaylyn Klinedinst
09/30 Preston Ermer

September Wedding Anniversaries
9/1/2007 Scott & Leah Miller
9/3/1983 Lee & Renee Smith
9/4/1965 Milt & Jeannette Dutcher
9/6/2009 Kendra & John Snapp, Jr.
9/7/1991 John & Janine Stevens
9/9/1995 Edward & Katherine Barnes
9/9/2017 April & George Liller Jr.
9/10/1955 Joan & Archie Saby 64th

9/10/1994 Susan & Robert Henschen, Jr. 25th
9/11/1971 Linda & John Houston
9/11/2010 Stephanie & David Fitch, Sr.
9/16/2006 Patrick & Lauren Klinedinst
9/18/1967 Julie & Bob Hastings, Jr.
9/26/1964 Len & Gerry Steg
9/26/2008 Karen & Mark Hofmann
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Prayer List
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