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In this issue... 

Schedules 

Special September 
Days 

St. John’s to Offer Sunday Worship Together Outside on Sept. 20th 
 
Members of St. John’s will have the 
opportunity to join together for an  
outdoor worship service at 10 am on 
Sept 20th, weather permitting, in a 
bring your own chair or blanket     
experience, set in the Labyrinth area. 
The rain date is scheduled for      
Sunday, September 27th.  

 
Following a recommendation of the Task Force and adopted by the 
Council, the worship service protocols were set at their most recent 
August meetings. Much like the outdoor distribution of the sacrament, 
members will be required to wear a mask and call to make a               
reservation in order to support contact tracing and to monitor         
distancing protocols.  The online worship on Sunday, Sept 20th will be 
captured from the outdoor experience rather than videotaped as    
usual.  Please see page 7 for the approved guidelines for Outdoor   
Worship.   

 
God’s Work, Our Hands Clean Up Day Set for  
Sept. 19th 

 

In a revised format for the time of Covid, St. John’s 
will be holding its God’s Work, Our Hands event on 

Saturday, September 19th  from 9 am-12 noon to clean up and prepare 
the lawn and gardens in the area of the labyrinth in preparation for the 
outdoor worship service scheduled for Sunday, September 20th. Sign 
up will be necessary to make the best use of everyone’s time during the 
morning hours. If enough people sign up, we will take on additional 
outdoor areas. This event is weather permitting. Please see the full   
article regarding this activity on page 6.  
 

Contactless Communion Continues in September  
 

St. John’s will continue with our outside Contactless Communion on 
Sunday, September 13th  and Sunday, September 27th at 9 am, 9:30 am, 
and 10 am. Call the church office at 410-665-1234 to make your          
reservation. This event is weather permitting and you must wear your 
mask.  
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Pastor’s Paragraph 

Am I lucky(?) Or Am I Blessed? 

When St. John’s Men-in-Mission group met on a beautiful evening last week, one of us around the 
circle asked “if he was just lucky,” because he had not known the sorrow or experienced the       
human cost of Covid-19.  The responses came from around that circle that some knew victims of 
the virus, others not yet.  Generally, this was a reminder that when we are disciplined and careful, 
we can stay safe. We are blessed, if not lucky, if loved ones and friends can stay safe in this        
pandemic crisis.   
 

The percentage of our infected population who have severe symptoms seems to be lower, and it 
fluctuates a little.  Yet the odds are not low enough that I would want to risk contracting the     
disease, especially since I am in at least one or two of the vulnerable categories. I have lost a friend 
to the virus early on, a very elderly friend and perhaps my favorite preacher, who was into his 90’s 
and living in an assisted living setting.  So far, only a very few (three that I know of) members of St. 
John’s have experienced the virus.  
 

But the question is the right place to begin: Am I fortunate? Am I blessed?  For we who are             
followers of Jesus Christ, it’s not just “Are we lucky?” but a deeper question – “Should I be thankful 
for the way God is looking out for me?”   
 

My state senator near Gettysburg, PA, has attacked all pastors and congregations that have not   
returned to meet in person for worship yet. He said that we deny Christ and have no faith that 
God will protect us. And he got under my skin when he said that Martin Luther would lead those 
who defy public safety admonitions because he believed in religious freedom. His voice is an      
outlier, thankfully, but the answer to this profoundly bad judgement is no, No, and NO!  
 

Luther lived during the pandemic known as the “bubonic plague” and prayed to God “to mercifully 
protect us.” He added, “and then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine and take 
it.  I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become    
contaminated and thus perchance, infect and pollute others.”  He encouraged us to listen to the 
wisdom of those who know the most about viruses and do the things that help us and our      
neighbors stay safe.  
 

And so we have been slow, deliberate, and careful to craft protocols that allow very small groups 
(fewer than 8), to meet indoors, and small groups to congregate outdoors, including the               
distribution of communion in small groups, and plan worship in person for outside (Sept 20th),    
because we believe that we can manage to do these things safely.  God has blessed us with a world 
of scientists who study disease, a gift beyond anything that Luther could have imagined. God has 
blessed us with wise council members and a great task force.  
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And so we are sometimes lucky if we don’t know someone who has suffered from the virus. But all 
of us are blessed by a loving God who has given us tools and knowledge and abilities to act in safe 
ways. I am grateful for the discipline of St. John’s folks, who have been patient and careful,           
supportive and loving all while valuing our own lives and the lives of our neighbors in a time of      
uncertainty and difficulty. Pastorally, I want to say, keep up the good work.  Stay the course in    
safety, and above all, keep the faith in God who suffered with and for us.  
 

, Interim pastor 

 

Council Receives Meeting Plans, Discusses Lightning Damage, and Looks to Fall 

In a dense agenda, the Council received regular reports from staff and program areas, but focused 
on the Task Force for in-person meetings and property issues related to a late July lightning strike 
to the church’s building.  

Council authorized recommendations that came from the Task Force related to outdoor meetings 
of groups of 25 or fewer and outdoor worship services (see page 7).  The TF also reported on its  
future work to research how a Congregational Meeting can take place in the fall for action on 
budget and elections. The Delaware/Maryland Synod and ELCA have been researching this kind of 
activity for congregations. The Council also accepted the recommendation of the TF to approve 
the plans of the St. John’s Preschool to open in Covid-19 appropriate limited ways this fall. The       
preschool has engaged in extensive planning and compliance with State Department of Education, 
consulting with state representatives along the way. Classes will be limited and no parents/adults 
are allowed inside the building, masks will be used by all but the youngest children, and distancing 
measures will be put in place. Extensive training for parents has been taking place this month as 
well.  Questions may be directed to Erick Brock, Tony Jasinski or Pastor John.  

The Interim Pastor and staff discussed plans to extend sacrament to persons who are homebound 
and who cannot attend the small group in-person distributions.  Staff is also looking ahead to fall 
programs that will support families and education ministries.  

The lightning strike affected phone and alarm system (even the elevator) at the church building, 
but the real damage was caused by the breaking of the cross base which punctured the roof,    
causing leakages and damage to ceilings in the worship space during the subsequent tropical 
storm. The leak has been temporarily patched and longer range plans are being considered.  

Other Business, the Council ~   

  Received correspondence from Ann Powell to thank the church for the special update        
newsletter which had large print making it easier for her to read. 

 Discussed membership in CLAIM Ministry resource. This was tabled pending budget talks until 
October. The fee for membership is approximately $1,600. 

 Chris Hills reported on quotes he has obtained for improved video camera and equipment that 
would permit easier streaming needed currently and after we return to in-person worship. The 
tech team will meet to consider the bids and make a recommendation to the council next 
meeting. 
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Notes from the Virtual  

Organ Bench 

Usually this month I would be talking about fall and giving you information about the start of 
the choirs. Not this September. 
 
It has now been 6 months since we have worshiped together in person. I’m getting used to    
sitting on my couch for worship. I can see the names of people who worship with me. I can 
even “talk” to them if I choose. I’m sure it’s the same with you. 
 
Growing up, my brothers and sisters and I went to Sunday school every week unless we were 
sick. When confirmation began, we were in Sunday school and church every Sunday.  This 
continued for me throughout college and my first year of teaching. I took a little time off, but 
when our daughter was born, we were back in church. Our children were in church every   
Sunday from the time they were in our arms until they were teens. By then I was the organist. 
The only Sundays we missed were when I had a vacation Sunday. When I resigned my last    
position, the family church days stopped. When I talk to my grown children now the answers I 
get are: “It’s the only day I have to sleep in,” and “I don’t need to go to church. I can do my 
church by myself.” 
 
Worshiping online is really comfortable. I can visit 4 different services on a Sunday morning. I 
like the different interpretations of the scripture in the sermons. Other people worship during 
the week. What could be better? 
 
So, why return to in-person worship? (At this point, some readers might be ready to fire me, 
but keep reading. I am thinking out loud here.) Many people want to return because they miss 
their friends. Others miss the routine. We can get pretty much everything else on-line. 
 
Want to know what I miss about in-person worship? I miss being with others and experiencing 
the liturgy and music together. I miss being able to talk to others here and seeing how they are 
doing. I miss the support system that we had. I miss the informal “meetings” that we could 
spontaneously hold. 
 
I miss the “feelings” of worship. There were times when I could feel stress in the room as we 
worshiped together. Other times the atmosphere was happy, comfortable, energized. Some 
Sundays were just “off.” But, when I was feeling “off”, others were feeling it too. 
 
I miss being with the choirs and working together to make our music meaningful. I miss the 
feeling after an anthem when it went really well and fed my soul. I am feeling a distance from 
the musicians, and it is getting wider. I don’t send the music makers many messages, but when 
I do, I am sad when there are few responses. We are all busy trying to figure out our new lives 
in our cocoons. 
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  2020 Budget June 2020 2020 (Jan-Jun) 2019 (Jan-Jun) 

Income         

Regular Giving $315,000 $20,964 $128,074 $147,675 

Other Income 84,867 2,745 26,970 38,840 

Total $399,867 $23,709 $155,044 $186,515 

          

Average Giving/ 

Sunday 

$7,954 $5,241 $4,926 $6,153 

          

Expenses         

Benevolence $  31,500 $  2,625 $  15,750 $  15,750 

Budgeted Expenses 368,367 21,898 154,792 174,769 

Total $399,867 $24,523 $170,542 $190,519 

          

Deficit   (814) ($15,498) ($4,004) 

Treasurer’s Report – 1st half of 2020 

Note from Pastor John, 
 
A handful of members and several staff have received an email purporting to be from 
me asking for a favor, or help, etc.  The characteristic, telltale of the spam note should 
be noted by its vague request for help, or for asking for gift cards. The best response   
is to ignore the note and not to respond  directly. Consider it spam. 
If you know how to flag and alert gmail about fraud, that is also a 
service to us all. You should all know that I will never send you a 
request out of the blue to purchase gift cards and send them to an 
address that is not the church’s own.  My email address is            
pastorjohn@stjohnsparkville.org. 

So, why are we longing to come back? We want to be with others who come for reassurance 
that God loves us. We want our support system back. We want to get back to “normal.” 
 
It is going to be a long time before we are “back to normal,” but we are slowly adding to our  
virtual worship. Outside communion is being offered twice a month. I am gathering ideas on 
how to offer “choirs.” Other ideas are being tossed around. 
 
One day, we will be back physically together. The building might be closed but not the 
“church.” I don’t remember the song but know it goes: “I am the church, you are the church, we 
are the church together…” Hang in there, and as always, keep  
 
Making a Joyful Noise, 
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In observance of “God’s Work Our Hands Sunday”  
and Creation Care 

 

St. John’s will be holding a Clean Up Day  
on Saturday, September 19th 

9 am—12 noon 
 

God created the Earth and he saw it was good.  These simple words from Genesis remind us of 
our responsibility to take care of this great gift.  The ELCA as well as the DE/MD Synod endorses 
us in making care of creation a priority.  That said, many of you participated in our God’s Work 
Our Hands activity last September, where we helped to package meals for the  hungry in our    

synod. What can we do this year in the time of COVID? 

Thanks to our re-opening task force, we now have guidelines to provide for limited outdoor  
gatherings at St. John’s.  So, how can we honor creation and participate in God’s Work Our Hands 
Sunday this year?  We will look in our backyard to do both. 

Our property could use some sprucing up, especially in the labyrinth and the park areas.  To help 
the labyrinth team and those who have been working to beautify our property, we are having a 
St. John’s Clean Up Day.  Due to our COVID concerns, we will be following the guidelines of our 

task force and spending a few hours working on cleaning, weeding, and beautifying our park and 
labyrinth.  So, wear your masks, and bring your gardening tools and gloves to help on Saturday, 
September 19th from 9 am-12 noon. Stay as long as you would like. Any help is appreciated! Again, 
due to the guidelines, we are limited to 25 participants.  Therefore, you will need to register 
ahead of time, if you wish to help. Call Carol in the office and give her your name, phone number, 
and email address. You will be contacted to confirm your participation in order to keep the total 
number to no more than 25 folks. 

Students who wish to participate for community service hours, please contact Donna 
McDonough at donnamcd40@gmail.com. She will liaise with your schools if necessary.  

          

Please register by:                          
Wednesday, September 16th 

 

Call the church office at 410-665-1234 
and leave your name, phone number, 
and email address. 
 

Hope to see you soon! 
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      Open Altar Flower Date for 2020 

          

 

 

  Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at             
office@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date. 

 October 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th December 6th, 13th, 24th & 27th 

November 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th  

Lector Schedule for Online Worship 

September 6th Erick Brock September 20th  Mike McDonough 

September 13th Joan Kraft September 27th  Michelle Evans 

Instructions for Outdoor Worship on 
Sept 20th 

 

Members planning to attend must: 
       Call the church office to reserve a space   
          (60 person maximum) 
        Be able to walk to the labyrinth area of the     
           church property 
        Bring your own chair or blanket 
        Stay 6 feet apart, 8 feet when singing or engaging in unison speech 
        Use the restroom in the Smith Building only, one at a time 
        Come and go on time (smile and wave at friends!) 
 
People will not be permitted to:  
        Attend if you are not feeling well, running a fever, or have been exposed to 
           someone who is being tested for Covid-19 
        Enter the church building (only Smith building for emergency restroom use) 
        Linger for fellowship chatting 
        Sit/stand/or congregate closer than 8 ft. (due to singing) 
        Shake hands, share the peace, touch common objects, etc. 
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Sunday School News 

Since we will not be having in-person Sunday School for at least the rest 
of 2020, we would like to offer materials that you can use at home with 
your children who are in nursery through 5th grade.  If you are interested 
in receiving these materials, please contact the church office by            
September 4th.  You will need to give your child’s name as well as their 
age/grade.  If your child needs a bible, please let us know that as well.  
Once the material has arrived, you will receive information about how 
you can pick it up.  If you have any questions, please contact Rachel Hills 
at rm_hills@yahoo.com. 

St. John's 2020 Vacation Bible School Update 

Dear Families and Friends, 
 
Just a few thoughts and final reminders from our VBS ministry team as we wrap up the 
summer and our 2020 Virtual VBS Program: 
 
 Thank you!  for connecting with us to be "Bible Brave" as you watched our videos of fun 

and faith.  We hope you enjoyed everything! 
 Thank you!  for your generous donations for our local food banks 
 If you would like to share any photos with us that you may have taken of your children 

during VBS, please email them to our church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 Our program will remain on YouTube for the rest of the summer, into the fall, so please 

feel free to take a look if you haven't had a chance to do so yet.  All are welcome to con-
nect, watch and enjoy!  We still have some take-home bags for anyone who would like to 
get one for your child.  Just give our church office a call at 410-665-1234. 

 Please email and let us know if you have any questions or concerns.  Also, please feel free 
to share any feedback you may have about our program. 

 Finally, thank you again for supporting our ministry this year, during such a different 
time in our lives.  We hope to see everyone in person next year.  Until then, please enjoy 
the rest of your summer, stay safe, and stay healthy! 

 
Blessings, 
St. John's VBS Ministry Team Newsletter Articles for the  

October edition of the  
St. John’s Herald are 
due on September 
15th. 

mailto:office@stjohnsparkville.org
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The Men-in-Mission held an informal meeting on August 18th in the parsonage yard. 
Thanks to Pastor John for joining us!  
 

We decided to resume meeting regularly, starting on September 15th. We will meet either 
inside or outside depending on Church policy at that time. We will meet at either 6 pm or 
7 pm. A poll will be taken prior to the first meeting to decide on the time. 
 

We plan to study Pastor David Simpson’s book Too Smart for God. 
 

In the meantime, we will be delivering donated clothes to the Baltimore Rescue  Mission 
and local shelters. For more information about how to donate, please contact John Kraft. 
 
Take care! 

   

Condolences to the Spangler family. Pastor John’s mom,       
Margaret Spangler, passed away on July 11th. Margaret was     
buried at Shiloh Cemetery in Shiloh, PA, on August 1st.   

Sorry we missed you.... 
 

On July 27th Tammie & Suzanne Lindsay celebrated their  
1st  Wedding Anniversary 
 

On August 1st John & Eleanor McLaughlin celebrated their  
50th Wedding Anniversary 

Men-In-Mission 

Important Information Regarding our Clothing Shed 

Due to the lasting effects of COVID-19, Turnkey has made the decision to Temporarily 
Close  all of their clothing sheds since the sorting houses remain closed and they have 
reached capacity in storing all of the donations. We will notify you when we are able to   
begin accepting your donations again.  Please do not 
leave donations outside of our shed.  

Thanks for your cooperation and patience                 
during this time! 
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 Keep in touch with St. John’s. 
 
In this time of social distancing, there is no need to feel   
distant from your church  family! We are excited to continue to    
offer our Zoom Coffee Hour that you may want to join. We will  
continue to meet on Zoom until it is safe to meet in person. 

  
Zoom Coffee Hour: Sunday, September 6th at 10:30 am  
Join us before worship for a time to be together. Stay as little or as long as you like. You do not 
need internet access to join the meeting. You can simply call in on your phone.  
 

But how do I use Zoom? 
Check your email for each week’s links, and click on the link when the meeting you want to attend 
is scheduled to start. You will be prompted to download the application Zoom onto your          
computer or smart phone, and when the meeting begins, you will be able to log on using your    
device's audio and camera. 

 
Go to our Facebook page: 

 facebook.com/stjohnslutheranchurchparkville 
for virtual services!  

 

Another option to view our virtual services is YouTube:  
Go to: St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville 

 

If you have a need (for phone calls, prayer, resources) 
email office@stjohnsparkville.org 

or call the church office at 410-665-1234 

Would you like to send cards to our                             
homebound members?  

Many people are feeling lonely during this time of uncertainty,    
especially our homebound members who have had many              
restrictions imposed upon them regarding visits. If you would like 
to send a note or card to any of our homebound members to let 
them know you are thinking of them, please call the church office 
at 410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org to get their 
addresses.  
 

Doing Any Shopping Online? 
Support St. John’s when you shop.  

 
Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/52-6012034 and Amazon donates to Saint 
John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=10OSW8OQSQ4LN&K=1WWS531ZMEVBV&M=urn:rtn:msg:20171122143055013a9818ad5148dba9f8c0179870p0na&R=21Z732H9CBJ6E&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-6012034&H=PHUMCIJMMBBKWGM1NMGBMCSTKJCA


 11 

 

  
  

Notes regarding the Prayer List: 

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List please call the church 
office at 410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.  
 

The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since 
members of the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t      
typically know the status of their illness, we don’t know when they are well 
enough to be removed. Please look over the prayer list and if 
there is someone who is doing well, please contact the 
church office and ask to have them removed.  
 

Thanks for helping us keep our prayer list up to date.  

The church council would like to offer our thanks to our staff members, 
Carol Erpenstein and Scott Becker, for their vigilance and help in cleaning 
up water from the recent storms. You both have stood up to the challenges 
presented by COVID-19 by coming to work and doing your jobs without 
complaints.  And now you have gone above and beyond by taking the lead 
on storm clean up.  Thank you so much for your service to the                
congregation of St. John’s.  

 Would you like to send some cheer to our friends 
at Brightview Senior Living? 

 
Since so many senior living facilities have been tightly closed for months and 
the residents may be feeling isolated during this time, let's remind them that 

we are thinking of them. You can send cards, drawings, notes to: 
 

Brightview - White Marsh 
8100 Rossville Blvd. 

Nottingham, MD 21236  
                                                                        Attn: Heather 

 

The director will make sure your things are given to the residents who could use a                
pick-me-up! This is a great project for kids on summer break, and we will provide new         

addresses/other organizations to write to throughout the next few weeks! 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/8100+Rossville+Blvd.+%0D%0A+Nottingham,+MD+21236?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/8100+Rossville+Blvd.+%0D%0A+Nottingham,+MD+21236?entry=gmail&source=g
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09/01 Peggy Buckless 
09/02 Ruth Albrecht 
09/03 Robin Dibley 
09/03 Irvin Neal 
09/04 Tammie Lindsay 
09/05 Dionysus Blazakis 
09/05 Julianna Maxwell 
09/06 David Vogtman 
09/06 Katrina Watson 
09/08 Delaney Walston 
09/08 Kevin Whitfield 
09/09 David McDonough 
09/10 Elissa Evans 
09/10 Christopher Johnson 
09/10 Marion McDonough 
09/11 Leonard Hutschenreuter 
09/12 Erick Brock 
09/12 Matthew Sparks 
09/13 Matthew DeWitt 
09/13 Nancy Willis 
09/14 Ruth Winebrenner 
09/15 Aawe Dean 
09/15 Allie Nordan 

09/15 Ethan Sommer 
09/17 David Asplin 
09/17 Angela Ford 
09/17 Gregory McEvers Jr. 
09/18 Emily Pickett 
09/19 Willow Mehan 
09/20 Frederick Zimmer 
09/22 Jacob Dawson 
09/22 Anna Gerber 
09/22 Karen Sollanek 
09/25 JoAnn Weiland 
09/26 Nora McDonough 
09/28 Ann Powell   96

th 

09/28 Leonard Steg 
09/29 Michael Carrington 
09/29 Ashlynn Connelly 
09/29 Gabrielle Gray 
09/29 Patricia Pescetto 
09/30 Connor Madison 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

September Birthdays 

September Baptismal Anniversaries 

September Wedding Anniversaries 

09/00  Larry Conley 
09/00  Dan Eck 
09/02  Glenn Porter 
09/05  Virginia Wehr 
09/07  Isabella Diffenderffer 
09/08  Helen Baker 
09/15  Elizabeth Collett 
09/16  Emily Rash 
09/17  Mark Hofmann 
09/17  Matthew Miller 
09/21  Christopher Wenderoth 

09/21  Sadie Snapp 
09/23 Taylor Ermer 
09/23 Molly Fischer 
09/25 Johnny Snapp, III 
09/28 Cynthia Kraemer 
09/29 Hudson Curran 

9/1/2007 Scott & Leah Miller 
9/3/1983 Lee & Renee Smith 
9/4/1965 Milt & Jeannette Dutcher   55

th 

9/6/2009 Kendra & John Snapp, Jr. 
9/7/1991 John & Janine Stevens 
9/9/1995 Edward & Katherine Barnes 
9/9/2017 April & George Liller Jr. 
9/10/1955 Archie & Joan Saby   65

th 

9/10/1994 Susan & Robert Henschen, Jr. 

9/13/1986 Carl & Debra Haacke 
9/18/1967 Julie & Bob Hastings, Jr. 
9/26/1964 Len & Gerry Steg 
9/26/2008 Karen & Mark Hofmann 
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Prayer List 
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September Calendar  
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Kid’s Corner 

 


