September Edition

In this issue...

Free to Serve

“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday is just around the corner. With our
Sunday School Kickoff on Sunday the 11th, we will be observing God’s
Work. Our Hands Sunday on September 18th. This is an annual day of
service where our congregation joins thousands of ELCA
congregations in serving and loving our neighbors. You can read more
about it at elca.org/dayofservice.

Schedules

Special September
days

I am always grateful for the good work of volunteer organizations and
charities which strive to make our communities a better place. Our
good work as a church can be similar, but there is also something
distinct about it.
As Christians, we do good work because we have been set free.
Because of Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection we are set free FROM
the hold that sin and death had over us. We are set free FROM
worrying if we are good enough or deserving of love. Because of Jesus,
we can trust that we are deeply loved by God. We can have confidence
that we are accepted by God because of God’s great mercy which we
see so clearly in Jesus.
As Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the
result of works, so that no one may boast.”
This is good news, we are free! Now is when I picture Kevin McCallister
in the Christmas classic Home Alone running all around the house
screaming “I’m free!!” With his parents out of town, Kevin doesn’t have
any responsibilities, he can do whatever he wants! But wait just a
moment, in our newfound freedom are we to do whatever we want?
Does this mean we can look out for number one and forget everyone
else? No, it doesn’t. The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 6, “Shall we go
on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means!”
See page 2
1

As Christians we are also set free FOR something. We are set free FOR the sake of others; we are set
free FOR the work of caring for God’s creation.
Some 500 years ago Martin Luther wrote an essay called “The Freedom of a Christian.” In it Luther
declares that a Christian is perfectly free and yet is a servant to everyone. We are set free to live not
only for ourselves, but also for one another. Or as Galatians 6:10 puts it, “So then let us not grow
weary in doing what is right…whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all.”
A Christian does not serve others in order to make themselves better in God’s eyes, to gain God’s
acceptance, or to earn bonus points. A Christian serves because that’s what Jesus did and that’s what
God has created us to do. As that same passage from Ephesians continues, “For we are what he has
made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of
life.”
So, when we do our best to serve our community on “God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday, we will do so
because that’s what God has created us to do. Our serving, our care for our neighbor, our concern
for the wellbeing of others---all this is our grateful response to the love that God has shown us in
Christ Jesus. We love because God first loved us.
In Christ,

Treasurer’s Report – July 2022
2022 Budget

July 2022

2022 (Jan-Jul)

2021 (Jan-Jul)

Income
Regular Giving

$290,000

$18,971

$144,986

$148,536

Other Income
Total

91,052
$381,052

833
$19,804

17,103
$162,089

25,903
$174,439

$7,328

$4,743

$4,833

$4,951

Expenses
Benevolence

$ 29,000

$ 2,415

$ 16,905

$ 16,331

Budgeted Expenses
Total

352,052
$381,052

37,433
$39,848

197,091
$213,996

164,094
$180,425

($20,044)

($51,907)

($5,986)

Average Giving/
Sunday

Deficit
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Lector/Communion Assistant Schedule for September

September 4th

Judy Jasinski

September 18th

Bonnie Spellman

September 11th Claire Miller

September 25th

Ed Ford

The office will send out your readings. If you do not receive them, call the church office at
410-665-1234. The schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you
robe.

Acolyte Schedule
September 2022

**If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please contact Rachel Hills at
rm_hills@yahoo.com or 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as possible.

September Assisting Minister Schedule

9/4

Tony Jasinski

9/18

Tony Jasinski

9/11

Tony Jasinski

9/25

Tony Jasinski
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Notes from the Organ Bench
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Save the Date: “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday
September 18th immediately following 10 am worship service
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville will be participating in “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday on
Sunday, September 18th immediately following our 10 am worship service. While celebrations of this
day for many ELCA churches will be on September 11th, we will formally join them on the 18th,
celebrating who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in
Christ to serve and love our neighbor.
A variety of outreach and service activities for
our St. John’s and Parkville community will be
offered as “an opportunity for us to explore one
of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that
all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in
every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows
freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s
grace” (ELCA 2022).
All are welcome and invited to participate on the 18th. Additional information and details will be
posted on St. John’s website, social media platforms, and in the weekly news soon!
Many thanks to Erick Brock, Evangelism ministry chair, and all those involved in the planning of this
community celebration. Interested in helping with the planning? Please contact Michelle Evans at
michelle.evans1444@gmail.com.
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Join us for our “Faith & Fellowship Hour” on August 28, from 9 am -9:45
am in the Fellowship Hall. We are excited to announce that Faith &

Fellowship will continue weekly beginning Sunday, September 11th.
This is a time to gather in community for breakfast and discuss aspects
of our faith.
Our next Restaurant Night will be
Wednesday, September 28th & Thursday, September 29th
from 11 am to 11 pm
at Jerry D’s Saloon
located at 7808 Harford Road in Parkville
On Sunday, August 28th we will

The church office will be closed

have a “Blessing of the

on Monday, September 5th

Backpacks” during our 10 am

in observance of

worship service to pray for
God’s blessing upon all
students and teachers in this
new school year. You are
invited! Feel free to bring along
your backpacks!

Labor Day.

Save the Dates:
Christmas Bazaar

Breakfast with Santa

Sat., November 12, 2022

Sat., December 10, 2022

9 am—2 pm

9 am—11 am

St. John’s Christmas Bazaar Crafter/Vendor Information
Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held this year on Saturday
November 12th from 9 am-2 pm. Past crafter/vendors can
expect a mailing from me the 1st of September. Spaces are
$15.00 each or $25.00 for a space with a table rental. Tables
are limited, so please respond early. If you are interested in
displaying in our Crafter’s Room, contact me through the
church office at 410-665-1234 or office@stjohnsparkville.org.
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St. John’s Preschool will be holding their Fall Flower Sale. More information will

be available in our Weekly emails. Stay tuned.....

Open Altar Flower Dates for 2022
October 2nd and 23rd

November 6th, 13th and 27th

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at
ofice@stjohnsparkville.org or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date.

**Please note that the cost of Altar Flowers is now $50**

Important, Please read!
The food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran Church, Victor’s Vittles, is now serving 30-40 families
each week. This quickly depletes their stock.
Items needed are: cereal, mac and cheese, dry pasta, peanut butter, canned chicken, spam, instant
potatoes, instant rice and personal care products such as: toothpaste, soap, deodorant and
shampoo.
You can drop your donations off at St. John’s and we will deliver them to the
food pantry.
*Just a note...regular size items are best because everything has to fit into
one bag.
Thank you so much for your continued support of our food pantry!

Clothing Shed Fundraiser
All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations are: All clothing,
shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and
stuffed toys. In 2021 we collected 6.80 tons of clothing/textiles
and made $1,087.92. Please spread the word about our clothing shed
to your family, friends and neighbors. Thanks for your donations!

Ushers needed!
Thinking of serving your church but
don’t quite know what to do? Ushering
might be the thing for you. For more
information, contact Tony Jasinski at
polishfossil29@verizon.net. We look
forward to serving with you.

Newsletter Articles for the
October edition of the St.
John’s Herald are due by
September 16th.
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Sunday School News....
We are excited to welcome you back to Sunday School on Sunday, September 11, 2022. This year, we
will meet from 9 am until 9:45 am, followed by church at 10 am. Children ages 3 through 5th grade
will meet on the third floor, Middle and High School students will meet together in the youth room
on the second floor, and adults will meet in the Fellowship Hall.
All Sunday School students will receive a mailing with more
information along with a registration form. Please bring the
completed registration form with you to your first class so that we
can keep our records updated. If you did not receive a mailing,
there is a registration form included with the newsletter. If you have
questions or concerns, please contact Rachel Hills
(rm_hills@yahoo.com).
At the 10 am service on September 11, 2022 all Sunday School teachers will be installed and children
in pre-k, grade 2 and grade 6 will receive a Bible.
Beginning on September 11, 2022 our nursery will be open again! Nursery care will be provided
during the Sunday School time for children younger than 3 and during the church service for
children through kindergarten. We are fortunate to have Erin Higgins working in our nursery. She
has a Family Science degree from Towson University and has worked in a daycare as a teacher’s
assistant.
Sunday School Kickoff with take place on Sunday, September 11th
from 9 am—9:45 am.

We will welcome the children back with songs, games, crafts and food. Sunday
School Registration forms may be found on our website, on the third floor
counter outside of the Sanctuary and in this newsletter.
During worship on Sunday, August 21st we had the great privilege and joy of
welcoming six new members into St. John’s family of faith! Each of them is a gift
to this world and to our community. We ask for God’s blessing upon each one
of them and pray that God will enrich our common life together as we reach
out to love and serve our neighbors!
Welcome to St. John’s!
(left to right: Robert Jasper, Marge Jasper, Alan Fox, Bill Spink, Lisa Muhlbach, Michael Muhlbach)
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September Birthdays
09/01 Peggy Buckless
09/02 Ruth Albrecht
09/03 Robin Dibley
09/03 Irvin Neal 80th
09/04 Tammie Lindsay
09/05 Dionysus Blazakis
09/05 Julianna Maxwell
09/06 David Vogtman
09/06 Katrina Watson
09/08 Adalyn Rother
09/08 Delaney Walston
09/08 Kevin Whitfield
09/09 David McDonough
09/10 Elissa Evans
09/10 Marion McDonough 91st
09/11 Leonard Hutschenreuter

09/12 Erick Brock
09/12 Matthew Sparks
09/13 Matthew DeWitt
09/13 Nancy Willis
09/14 Ruth Winebrenner 91st
09/15 Aawe Dean
09/15 Allie Nordan
09/15 Ethan Sommer
09/16 Andrea Nunez
09/17 Angela Ford
09/17 Gregory McEvers Jr.
09/18 Emily Pickett
09/19 Willow Mehan
09/20 Frederick Zimmer
09/22 Jacob Dawson
09/22 Anna Gerber

09/22 Karen Sollanek
09/25 JoAnn Weiland
09/26 Nora McDonough
09/28 Leonard Steg
09/29 Michael Carrington
09/29 Ashlynn Connelly
09/29 Gabrielle Gray
09/29 Patricia Pescetto
09/30 Connor Madison

September Baptismal Anniversaries
09/1949 Larry Conley
09/1957 Dan Eck
9/2/1945 Glenn Porter
9/5/1943 Virginia Wehr
9/5/2010 Andrea Nunez
9/7/2007 Isabella Diffenderffer
9/15/2019 Elizabeth Collett
9/16/2007 Emily Rash

9/17/1961 Mark Hofmann
9/17/2006 Matthew Miller
9/19/2021 Simon Berger
9/21/1986 Christopher
Wenderoth
9/21/2008 Sadie Snapp
9/23/1984 Taylor Ermer
9/23/2018 Molly Fischer

9/25/2011 Johnny Snapp, III
9/28/1952 Cynthia Kraemer
9/29/2019 Hudson Curran

September Wedding Anniversaries
9/1/2007 Leah & Scott Miller
9/3/1983 Renee & Lee Smith
9/4/1965 Jeannette & Milt Dutcher
9/6/2009 Kendra & John Snapp, Jr.
9/7/1991 John & Janine Stevens
9/9/1995 Edward & Katherine Barnes
9/9/2017 April & George Liller Jr.
9/10/1955 Joan & Archie Saby 67th
9/10/1994 Susan & Robert Henschen, Jr.

9/13/1986 Debra & Carl Haacke
9/18/1967 Julie & Bob Hastings, Jr.
9/26/1964 Len & Gerry Steg
9/26/2008 Karen & Mark Hofmann
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Prayer List
For health & healing
Joan Kraft
Mardi Nickel
Claire Miller
John McLaughlin
Thomas McDonough
Julie Hastings
Bett Murphy
Debbie Miller
Sandy Scott
Tony Jasinski
Vickie Jasinski

Linda Kocan
Marc Filling
Wendy Jones
Ruth Selig
Erlene Cryser
Grace Sexton
Roy Rapp
Joan Dunaway
Richard Koch
Linda Fliegel
Helen Bender
Doug Adams

For family & friends
Rejena Hartlove
Joe Erpenstein
Stephen & Lynn Schaefer
Chuck Miller
Jeanne Edmunds
John Miller
Arlo Jones
Heather
Becky Grantzer
Denise Ferguson
Helen Taylor
Mary Jo Rother
Bonnie Kellner
Kristin Weger
Deemer Morrow
Daniel Germaine
Jon O’Leary
Renee’ Sprecher
Marie Greb
Sharon Madden Barke
Ron Gallagher
Joann & Norman Bayer

For the military
and their families
Kalib McCann
Mason Ledbetter
Leroy Keller
Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony
Bowser
Jacob Verble
Lance Corporal Justin Ferro
Sgt. Stephen Peck
Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann
Michael Anthony Tucker
Chaplain A. J. Strifler

Agatha Biensach-Daniels
Gladys Downs
Margaret Eubert
June Franz
Betty Glassband
Richard Hoerner
Audrey Lentz
John Lotterer
Paul and Alberta Nolder
Patrick O’Connell
Arthur Pulket
Mary Ann Reek
Janet Roth
Patricia Sollanek
Kim Townsley
Cass Tracey
Emma Volz

… and all those in
harm’s way.
For those grieving family &
friends of
Patty Schwab
Homebound members
Trudy Anderson
Patricia Becker

Notes regarding the Prayer List:
If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please call the church office at
410-665-1234 or email office@stjohnsparkville.org.
The friends and family prayer list has been growing considerably. Since members of
the church place their loved ones on the list and we don’t typically know the status of their
illness, we don’t know when they are well enough to be removed. Please look over the prayer list
and if there is someone who is doing well, please contact the church office and ask to have them
removed.
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September Calendar
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Kid’s Corner
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