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May 9, 2021
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
WELCOME
PRELUDE (9:00) Fantasy on “When Morning Gilds the Skies”

Dan R. Edwards

(© 2014 Lorenz Publishing Company)

(11:00)

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

arr. Cindy Berry

(arr. © 1989 Pilot Point Music)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart.

ELW 631 (vv. 1, 3, 4)

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

4

Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee!
Changed from glory into glory,
till in heav'n we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise!

(Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788; Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises,
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(The assembly is seated.)
FIRST READING

Acts 10:44-48

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God.
Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they invited him to stay for several days.
The Word of the Lord.
PSALM

(Read responsively; congregation reads bold verses)

Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
O LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

Thanks be to God.
Psalm 98

Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.
The LORD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
SECOND READING

1 John 5:1-6

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves
the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God
and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And
his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And
this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one
that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able.)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
GOSPEL

John 15:9-17

The Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be complete. “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
(The assembly is seated.)

SERMON
(Please stand as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

ELW 708

Refrain
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve
the neighbors we have from you.

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
master who acts as a slave to them. Refrain

2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor,
varied in color and race,
neighbors are near us and far away. Refrain

3 These are the ones we will serve,
these are the ones we will love;
all these are neighbors to us and you. Refrain

4

Kneel at the feet of our friends,
silently washing their feet:
this is the way we will live with you. Refrain

(Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.; Music: Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin; Text and music ©
1969 Hope Publishing Company)

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
After each petition
PEACE

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your
beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
FRACTURE

(the breaking of the bread)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good
(The assembly may remain standing in place while the bread and the wine are
brought to each member of the assembly.)

COMMUNION
The body and Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN
Jesus Loves Me!
1 Jesus loves me! this I know,
Refrain
for the Bible tells me so;
Yes, Jesus loves me,
little ones to him belong,
yes, Jesus loves me,
they are weak, but he is strong.
yes, Jesus loves me,
the Bible tells me so.
2 Jesus loves me! he who died
heaven's gates to open wide;
he will wash away my sin,
let his little child come in. Refrain

ELW 595

3 Jesus loves me! he will stay
close beside me all the way;
when at last I come to die,
he will take me home on high. Refrain

(Text: Anne B. Warner, 1820-1915; Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all
people,through Jesus Christ our Lord.
SENDING
BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

ELW 836

2 All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav'n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.

3 Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine!
(Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-192; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.)

Announcements
Upcoming Worship Schedule
Sunday, May 16th – 10 am - Service of the Word (In-person indoor and online)
Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd – 10 am - Service with Confirmation and Holy Communion (In-person
indoor and online) 11:30 am – Drive-thru communion in the parking lot
Holy Trinity Sunday, May 30th – 10 am – Service with Holy Communion (In-person indoor and online)
Please call the church office to sign up.
All outdoor events are weather permitting.

The beautiful flowers gracing our worship service today are given in memory of Mildred
F. Insley by Betty Ehm and in memory of our mothers by the Jasinski family.
We are taking altar flower dedications. The dates available are: May 16th and 23rd,
June 6th, 13th, and 27th, July 4th and 25th, August 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th, September
5th, 19th and 26th.
Our clothing shed is open. All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations are:
All clothing, shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed
toys. Thanks for your cooperation!
Are you doing any online shopping? Is so, support St. John’s when you shop. Go
to: smile.amazon.com/ch/52-6012034 and Amazon donates to Saint John’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

(9:00) Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Robert Lau

(© 2015 Lorenz Publishing Company)
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Prayer List
Please remember the following individuals in your prayers.
For health & healing: Pat Denk, Philip Kramer, Sandy Scott, John McLaughlin, Tony Jasinski,
Betty Hedgespeth, Robert Scott, Suzanne Lindsay, Patty Schwab, Ardi Scarborough and Vickie
Jasinski
For family & friends: Roberta Wiessner, Connie Clarke, Sharon Hunt, Helen & Dawn Bender,
Charles Gott, Jay Snyder, John Snyder, John Miller, Norma Weber, Karen Alban, Doug Adams,
Linda Asplin, Karen Ehrenberg and Linda Fliegel
For those grieving family & friends of: Stuart Sheubrook, Thomas Whitehead, JoAnn Struble,
Bill Johnson, Lee Krieger, Randy Tracey and John Kraft
For the military and their families: Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony Bowser, Jacob Verble, Lance
Corporal Justin Ferro, Sgt. Stephen Peck, Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann, Michael Anthony
Tucker, Chaplain A. J. Striffler and all those in harm’s way
For St. John’s Caring Friends: Trudy Anderson, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Gladys Downs,
Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Betty Hedgespeth, Leroy Hohne, Philip Kramer,
Audrey Lentz, John Lotterer, Patrick O’Connell, Arthur Pulket, Mary Ann Reek, Patricia
Sollanek, Cass Tracey, Emma Volz, Doris Warfield, and Clara Westphal

