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Through the grace of God we D.A.R.E. to Hear the Story, 

Know the Story, Tell the Story, and Live the Story! 

Each month we are asking that every gathering of 
St. John’s people begin with the prayer below.  
Why not include the prayer in your personal 
devotions as well? 

Let us pray:  Lord God, you are a loving Creator and 
Provider. Help us to see your presence in our daily life, in 
the gift of life, in the gift of your son Jesus Christ and in the 
community of faith - the Body of Christ on earth. Give us 
the vision to look beyond our personal desires and needs. 
Give us the sensitivity to hear your word above our daily 
activity. Open our eyes to the times when we are like the 
sons in Jesus’ parable, only wanting for ourselves. May the 
Holy Spirit give us guidance to know your loving presence 
and will in our life. Amen. 
Adapted from Stepping Stones of a Steward by Ron Valiet. 
Used by permission. 
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    Many years ago when I was preparing to be a Mission Developer (a new church planter) in Texas 
my wife and I attended training in Milwaukee.  One of our teachers was an urban planner who 
impressed on me the key importance of “location”.  One would never build a gas station in the back 
of a residential neighborhood blocks from any main street.  And Churches too need to be 
strategically located, on a main street, near a major intersection, even on (or near the entrance to) a 
highly used commuter route.  Does that sound like St. John’s?  It certainly does. 

   For many years, St. John’s in Parkville has been known throughout the Synod as one of our 
largest and most influential churches.  As you all look to the future I pray you will see that your 
church (even while you go through this time of change and transition) has so many gifts, a great 
location and so much potential and thus a bright and promising future. 

  I asked this question of members of the Church Council last night (October 16):  “What is it about 
your experience of Jesus that this community cannot live without?”  The real key to the life and 
health of any church is not just its location or its fantastic building(s), but its relationship with 
Jesus!  Do we look for Jesus at the center of everything we do?  Is Jesus the center of our message?  
Is Jesus the answer to any problem we anticipate?  I think you can answer ‘yes’ to all those 
questions.  But let us now – especially as we go through change and anticipate the arrival of a new 
pastor in a few months – keep on discerning “what is it about our Experience of Jesus that this 
community cannot live without?” 

Transition Updates 

St. John’s is a Strategic Congregation 
by Rev. David Asplin, Interim Pastor 

Mark Your Calendars for Sunday, November 2, 
9:30AM: Town Hall Meeting with Our Bishop 
 
There will be an important town hall meeting with our 
Bishop Wolfgang Herz-Lane and the members of St. 
John's Transition Team on Sunday, November 2, 2014, 
at 9:30 a.m. Whether you attend the early or the late 
service, please plan to join us to hear an update of what 
the team has been doing. The Transition Team, using a 

variety of methods, has been collecting vital information about our congregation and our 
community. They have engaged in the "Three Great Listenings" that is, listening to God, 
listening to the congregation, and listening to the larger community around us. Many of 
you have been or still will be part of this process. The listening phase is coming to a 
close, and the team will use all of what it has heard to propose to the congregation a 
missional plan in the areas of worship, hospitality, prayer, study, evangelism, 
stewardship, and leadership development. This will help our congregation to set the 
path forward into the future and to select our next pastor. As you can see, this is an 
important milestone and we need everyone's voice and feedback!  Please join us 
on November 2 at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Refreshments will be served. 
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Transition Process for St. John’s Community Members 

Did You Know? 
Council meeting minutes will be posted on the bulletin 
board directly outside of the church sanctuary.  Make 
sure to check them out! 

 

Month, Year St. John’s 
Leadership 

People of St. John’s DE-MD Synod 
Bishop’s Office 

October-November 
2014 PRAY PRAY PRAY 
December 2014 Ministry Site 

Profile is 
completed; 
approved by 
Council for 
submission 

PRAY 
Meets with Call 
Committee to train on 
interview process 

January 2015 Call Committee 
prepares for 
interview process 

PRAY PRAY 

February 2015 Call Committee 
begins interviews PRAY  PRAY 

April 2015 Call Committee 
finishes interviews; 
recommends 
candidate to 
Council 

PRAY PRAY 

May 2015 Council meets to 
call a 
congregational 
meeting and 
approve the 
compensation 
package 

PRAY PRAY 

June 2015 PRAY 
Meet and greet with 
primary pastoral 
candidate; call vote 

Representation at the call 
vote 

July/August 2015 New Pastor begins 

 A tentative timeline for the process is provided above. While the timeline is not set in stone, it does 
serves as a guide for what will happen and a relative time frame for the transition process. 

Remember this is a tentative schedule. Things may move faster or 
slower. But always remember to PRAY 
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Ushers for November 

First Communion 
Preparation 

As Lutheran Christians we believe 
that we all come to Holy 
Communion because Jesus invites 
us to join Him at his table.  We 
don’t earn our place there; like 
Baptism the gift of being invited, of 
belonging, is just that, a gift!  And 
we believe that to keep our children 
away from that gift is wrong.  Jesus 
loved and included children. 

So we will provide a brief 
preparation experience for children 
and their families between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  
Generally we offer this to third 
grade children.  However any child 
whose parents believe he or she is 
ready to participate may be 
included.  Please contact Pastor 
Asplin to ask questions or to 
involve your child in the process.  
Usually First Communion is 
received here on Christmas Eve.  
More details (and dates) about this 
process will be shared (in worship 
and in Sunday School) later in 
November.  

Worship and Music  
Traditional services at 
8:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

with Sunday School and 
Adult Forum hour in 

between services  
Don’t forget to “fall back” an 
hour for Daylight Savings on 

November 2nd at 2 a.m.! 

8:15 a.m. 
Janet & Malcolm Neifeld; Susan & 

Erick Neifeld 
11:00 a.m. 

Nancy & Ed Ford; Mildred Shaffer; 
Neil McCoy; David R. Evans; and, 

Brett Evans 

Baptismal Anniversaries—
November 

11/1 Michael Buckless 
 Brennan Dunn 
 Zachary Hills 
 Rebecca Mullinix 
11/4 Carson Bittner 
 Linda Gerber 
 Abigail Schwartz-Mitchell 
11/5  Grant Kellner 
11/7  Molly Cummings  
11/9  Heather Murawski 
11/10   Jacob Hartmann 
11/11   Steven Shull 
 Rayven Collinsworth 
 Zachary Menges 
11/12  Kelly Haacke 
11/14  Chad Votta, Jr. 
11/16  Kurtis Sommer 
11/17  Kelsi Kospelhorn 
11/20  Clara Westphal 
11/21 Justin Sommer 
 Abigail Coffman 
 Maleyna Klinedinst 
 Kyle Magness 

11/23  Charles Testudine 
11/25  Nathan Shindel 
11/26  Debra Dabrasky 
           Julianna Maxwell 
 11/27 Abby McEvers 
11/28   Olivia Shull 
11/30Nicholas Holland 
 
October Date 
Unknown: 
Peggy Buckless 
Gertrude Anderson November 2 

Barbara Conrad; 
Judy & Tony 
Jasinski 
 
November 9, 16, 23 
Joan Kraft; Beverly Weger; Joan 
Swank; Hazel Numsen 
 
November 30 
Bonnie Spellman; Audrey Lentz; 
Mary Lynn Lentz; Sue Addison 

November Donut 
Schedule 
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Notes from the Organ Bench 
My husband and I had our almost 2 year old grandson spend the evening this weekend.  If you 
don’t have a 2 year old now, do you remember this age?  Ryan is in constant motion and SO 
curious.  We were upstairs, downstairs, outside, in the basement, upstairs, down…  Everything is 
an adventure both for him and the adults in his world.  And through his eyes everything is new.  
What a joy and a blessing. 

In church we just completed making our pledges for 2015.  We were asked to give from our hearts 
as we decided how to share our money, time and talents.  Instead of seeing this as an obligation, we 
should see it as a chance to have an adventure through the church.  There are plenty of 
opportunities at St. John’s to share our selves.  All we have to do is look at the monthly calendar in 
the newsletter and find our place. 

On a musical note, the choirs are beginning to prepare for Advent and Christmas.  In the next few 
weeks the children will begin working on their Christmas pageant for the 4:00 service on Christmas 
Eve.  All I can tell you at this point is that the sanctuary will be overrun by animals again this year!  
If you have a child who is interested in helping us, bring him or her to the 6:00 Wednesday evening 
rehearsals.   

The Tweens are having fun and doing really well with the handbells, and are beginning to prepare 
for December services.  They will be playing for the 4:00 Christmas Eve service, as well (I hope) at 
the Youth service on December 7. 

While the children are busy, the adults are busy as well.  The Adult choir will begin learning a new 
cantata for the 11:00 service on Sunday, December 21.  If you would like to make a “short term” 
commitment, this is a good place to start.  Look for the Handbell choir to play mid-November and 
also at the Candlelight services on Christmas Eve. 

“I want to see Christmas, Christmas through 
your eyes…” says a popular song.  I hope that 
you consider seeing these next few months 
through the eyes of a child and experience 
the adventure and excitement around you at 
St. John’s like a two year old.  I hope that 
you will give your self this year.  Until next 
month, keep  

Making a joyful noise, 

Martha Requard, Director of Music 

Worship and Music (Continued) 

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP, November 27th at 10:00 A.M. 
    On our Nation's annual day of gratefulness we will have an opportunity to gather 
together and give thanks to the Lord for all his blessings shed so bountifully upon 
us.  Come join in a joyful celebration on Thanksgiving Day (Nov. 27th) at 
10AM.  We'll sing great hymns and Pastor Asplin will preach the Good News and we'll 
join in the Great Thanksgiving, the meal of Holy Communion.  Bring a guest. 
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he church Council met on Thursday, September 18th, to discuss congregational needs and 
ministry team reports. The meeting began with prayer and the approval of the August 2014 
Council meeting minutes.  

Pastor David Asplin was welcomed as our new interim pastor and he led the Council in the 
Evening devotions. 

Correspondence:  
Pastor Asplin’s contract as Interim Pastor has been signed and received from the Synod office. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Pastor Asplin stated how impressed he is with how organized St. John’s is and how well it is operating since 
we have been without a called pastor.  Since he is only scheduled to be at St. John’s 80% of the time per his 
contract, he will be taking one Sunday a month off. Pastor Asplin will schedule a supply pastor for that 
Sunday.  His plan is to spend four days a week at the church. During the hours of 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., he will be 
in the church office and then out visiting during the afternoon. 
 
Executive Committee Report: 
The report of the Executive Committee was received and filed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
The report of the Treasurer was received and filed. 
 
Ministry Team Reports: 
Reports were received and filed from the Personnel, Property, and Technology Committees. 

The Technology Team requested that a new desktop PC be purchased to replace the laptop that was stolen 
that will not exceed $600.00.  This motion was approved by Council. 

Unfinished Business:   

1. As requested by the Council, the Personnel Committee reviewed the church’s Child Protection Policy, which 
was approved several years ago.  The Committee feels that no changes need to be made at this time.  After 
discussion, the Council felt that more information was needed and approval of the current Child Protection 
Policy was tabled until the October Council meeting. 

2. The issue of too many keys in circulation to the church building was discussed.  It was felt that re-keying the 
entire church building would be prohibitively expensive. Therefore, for the safety of the church secretary and 
those persons who are in the building, all people who come into the church building between the hours of 9 
a.m. and 3:30 p.m. will be asked to sign in and out of the building.  The sign-in book will be in the secretary’s 
office.  This policy does not apply to the parents who are dropping off or picking up their children from the 
Preschool. 

 
New Business: 
Al Johnson, the church sexton, has resigned.  The Property Committee chairman is in the process of 
looking for a new sexton. 

There being no further business to come before the Church Council, a motion was made and seconded that 
the meeting be adjourned. This motion was approved. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. with all present praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
 
 
 

Congregation Council News  

T  
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2014 Congregational Council Members 

Tony Jasinski, President     Charlie Bender 
Lee Smith, Vice President     Keith Duerling 
Shirley Snyder, Secretary     David R. Evans 
Chris Hills, Treasurer      Lee Kreiger 
Cindy Weeks, Financial Secretary    Scott Miller 

2015 Church Council Nominations 

There are four nominees for the four vacant positions on the 2015 Church Council. The election will 
be held during the Congregational meeting on December 7th.  

The four nominees are: 

Donna McDonough  I have been an active member of St. John’s for about 30 years. My family 
and I joined after we moved into the Parkville area from Baltimore City where we were members of 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in east Baltimore. I have been a choir member for most of my time 
here, and have served on the Worship and Music committee, Intern committee and now the 
Transition team. I am an Assisting Minister and have also been involved with VBS. I am married to 
Mike McDonough, who is a past president of the congregation, and have two married sons, both of 
whom were confirmed here. I retired as a full time teacher in June in order to have more time for 
my family and myself, although I still substitute several days a week. I am interested in serving on 
the council as we transition to a new Pastor. 

Lee Smith 

I am a lifelong Lutheran and previously was a member of Reformation Lutheran Church. I joined 
St. John’s in 1980 and was married here to my wife, Renee, in 1983. We have two children who 
were baptized and confirmed here at St. John’s. I am currently Vice President of the council and 
chairman of both the Finance committee and the Transition team. I am also an Assisting Minister, 
Lector, Communion Assistant, Lock-up captain and help set up coffee hour. Previously I have 
served four terms on the church council, including three years as council president. In the past, I 
headed the effort to update the Constitution and Bylaws, served on the Vision 2020 committee and 
was the Property committee chairman. I am concluding a three year term on the council and am 
eligible for reelection. 

Bonnie Spellman 

I became a member of St. John’s 42 years ago by transfer from St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 1972 
after marrying my husband Bob Spellman. Our family includes daughters Melissa deWitt and her 
husband Matt and Julie Perzan and her husband Chris. Bob and I have 4 grandchildren: Ryan, 
Morgan, Brooke and Nathan. I have served as the Worship and Music chairman for over 15 years 
and also am the senior Wedding Coordinator here at St. John’s. I also am a Lector, Communion 
Assistant, and am a member of an Ushering team. I organize the Crafter’s Room at our annual 
Christmas Bazaar, enjoy playing the Handbells and helping when needed at our Preschool. I have 
committed to serving on the church council numerous times and respect the responsibility of this 
lay leadership role. I am concluding a three year term on the council and am eligible for reelection. 

 

 

Congregation Council News  
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Please remember these individuals in your prayers: 

For health and healing:	  Midge	  Schaake,	  Linda	  Watts,	  Mark	  Vaught,	  Terri	  
Murray,	  Lou	  Gerber,	  Clara	  Westphal,	  John	  McLaughlin,	  Carolyn	  Robey,	  Brenda	  
Hedges,	  Dick	  Weger,	  Shirley	  Watkins,	  Pat	  Becker,	  Sheena	  Bittner,	  Mill	  Baxter	  

For family and friends:	  	  Rebecca	  Hoffman,	  Joe	  Janovec,	  John	  Kucharski,	  
Jr.,	  Laurie	  Reese,	  Mark	  Beichler,	  Jackie	  Marhefka,	  Lois	  Manning,	  Benjamin	  
Parrish,	  John	  Schulze,	  Ruth	  Yingling,	  Henri	  Oscar	  Christensen,	  John	  Beilat,	  
Charles	  Stroup,	  Raymond	  E.	  Miller,	  Sr.	  

For the military and their families: Warren	  Preston,	  Lt.	  Christopher	  H.	  
Hall,	  Maria	  Burgos,	  Brian	  Hedges,	  Chaplain	  Chris	  Frigm	  …	  and	  all	  those	  in	  
harm’s	  way.	  

For those grieving—families and friends of  John	  Sperl,	  Shirley	  Parr,	  Bob	  Baxter,	  Lena	  Swank,	  
Ally	  Ash,	  George	  Hutchenreuter,	  and	  Bob	  Stadnik	  

For our homebound parishioners:	  Richard	  &	  Alma	  Arnold,	  Murhl	  &	  Evelyn	  Bauer,	  Mil	  Baxter,	  Alice	  
Belth,	  Agatha	  Biensach-‐Daniels,	  George	  Cooper,	  Mary	  Curnoles,	  Carmen	  &	  Norma	  DeMarino,	  Lucille	  
Dembeck,	  Ruth	  Derrickson,	  Georgia	  Franz,	  Ellie	  Fry,	  Mabel	  Gehring,	  Betty	  Glassband,	  Henry	  &	  Bernice	  Graf,	  
Paul	  Huber,	  Paul	  Insley,	  Stew	  Jung,	  Eddie	  Kempske,	  Mildred	  Kempske,	  Bunny	  Kucharski,	  John	  Lotterer,	  
Evelyn	  McGuire,	  Jerry	  Mead,	  Margaret	  Middleton,	  Eurith	  Morris,	  Edie	  Petr,	  Roland	  &	  Virginia	  Randall,	  
Nancy	  Ritz,	  Carolyn	  Robey,	  Ruby	  Schaum,	  Elaine	  Schlicht,	  Bill	  &	  Midge	  Schaake,	  Mary	  Sigmon,	  John	  Sperl,	  
Charles	  &	  Dot	  Stairs,	  Gerry	  Stipek,	  Edna	  Stratmeyer,	  Cass	  Tracey,	  Helen	  Trainor,	  Elaine	  Turek,	  Emma	  Volz,	  
Dick	  Weger,	  Clara	  Westphal,	  Helen	  Wheeler,	  Phyllis	  Williams,	  John	  Winebrenner,	  Fran	  Wolinski	  

Congregational Care  

Kathleen Wiles 

My family switched their membership in the late 1960’s from Epiphany Lutheran Church in 
Overlea to St. John’s. I attended Sunday School and was confirmed here. As a young adult I served 
the church as a regular Lector. Both of my children, Zach and Carlyn, were confirmed here and I 
have served as the middle school Sunday School teacher for the last 7 years. I have worked for the 
Baltimore County Public Schools as a teacher and librarian for the last 23 years. I am interested in 
continuing my service to St. John’s as a member of the church council.  

Congregation Council News (continued) 
 

St. John’s young children at the 3rd Annual 
Trunk or Treat on October 24th. 
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November Congregational Birthdays and  
Wedding Anniversaries 

Wedding 
Anniversaries: 
11/1     Nichole & 
Christopher Johnson 
11/4     Wilma &   
Robert White 
 Keri & Scott 
Magness 
11/9     Donna & 
Michael McDonough 
11/10   Susan & Eric 
Neifeld 
11/12 Evelyn & 
Murhl Bauer 
 (Happy 75th!) 
11/24   Margaret & 
Jason Marshall 
 

How do I add someone to our congregation’s prayer list? 

Write their name and information on the “Sunday Secretary” sheet in the narthex/lobby adjacent 
to the back doors of the Sanctuary 

OR   Email the church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org 

Please note:  Names on the “family and friends” and “those grieving” lists are removed after six 
weeks unless you update the pastor or the church office.  You may always request that someone’s 
name be added if special prayers are needed.  Please be sure to get permission from your 
family/friends to add their names.  Remember that not everyone is comfortable sharing prayer 
concerns publicly.  Thank you! 

1

Birthdays:   
11/2     Phyllis Duerling 
   Trevor Suznick 
   Charles Winebrenner, Jr. 
11/4   Peter Gerber 
11/5    Amanda Buddenbahn 
    Dana Heyl 
    Kayla Sparks 
11/6      Luther Holland 
    Karen Merrey 
11/8      Rachel Ermer 
    Robert Gray 
    Linda Watts 
11/9      Bernice Graf 
    Tony Maxwell 
    Phyllis Williams 
11/10     Ryan Billman 
    Brett Francus 
    Leeza Wager 
11/11    Brian O’Connell 
11/12    Bennett Kamp 
11/13    Christopher McCann 
    Alice Teel 
11/14    Betsy Cummings 

2

    Michelle Evans   
    Bonnie Rogers 
    Noah Shull 
11/16     Gertrude Anderson 
    (Happy 85th!) 
    Maureen Vogtman 
11/17    Charles Bender, Jr. 
    Allison Smith 
11/18    George Cooper, Jr. 
    (Happy 85th!) 
    Stephanie Graf 
    Diana Greensfelder 
11/19    Sylvia Erline 
    Dale Pickett, Sr. 
11/20    Nancy Fox 
    Betty Hedgespeth 
11/21    Gabrielle Tindall 
11/22    Larry Addison 
    Alma Arnold 
11/23    David M. Evans   
    Barbara Gray 
    Nicole Shindel 
11/24    Ruth Derrickson 
    Robert Schindler, Jr. 
11/25    Louis Gerber, III 
11/26    Joshua Gerber 
    Helen Wheeler 
11/28    Jimalee Mehan 

Did we miss your celebration? If so, 
please notify the church office at  

410-665-1234 or 
office@stjohnsparkville.org.   

We appreciate your assistance!  
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Sunday School News 

During the month of November, the Sunday School will 
continue to collect canned goods, which will be donated to 
the food pantries that the church supports.   Please bring 
canned goods to your child’s classroom by the end of 
November.    

 

Help us update our records!   If you 
have not completed a registration form 
for your child this year, please ask your 
child’s teacher for a copy or stop by 
the Christian Education office on the 
2nd floor. 

This month, Sunday School children in the nursery class through 5th grade will be learning 
about Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob and Esau.   Ask them to tell you what they have 
learned about these important people from the book of Genesis. 

Christian Education 

 
To all our dear friends at St. John's, we thank you for all your prayers, 
support and love during the time of Bob's illness and passing. 
Your comfort and good wishes has helped to sustain us through this difficult 
time.  
With love and gratitude, the Baxter, Farrell and Rogers families 
 
Thank you to everyone who had a part in St. 
John’s 3rd Annual Rummage Sale! All 

donations (both of time and items that were sold), 
and efforts either behind the scenes, sorting and 
sifting through donated items, cooking in the 
kitchen, or providing strength and heavy-lifting 
prior to and at the 
Rummage Sale were SO 
appreciated! It was a 
success because of our St. 
John’s family.  We are so 
blessed and grateful for 
you all! 

Congregational Life  
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Congregational Life  (Continued) 

125th Anniversary Memorabilia-Sale Extended! 
A perfect holiday gift, 125th Anniversary Memorabilia will be available to purchase at the 

Christmas Bazaar on November 8th or through contacting the church office during the week. 
Shirley Snyder will also be collecting sales on Sunday mornings.  

The prices are as follows: 
Christmas Ornament Ball - $10.00 

St. John's Cookbook - $10.00 
Cats Meow block of the church building - $15.00  (limited availability) 

St. John's Blanket/Throw - $40.00  

It’s that time again!  Our Salvation Army “Angel Tree” will be in the narthex beginning Sunday, 
November 9th. We have 90 angels this year, so be sure to select yours before they are all gone.  
Each angel contains the code number for a needy child, his/her clothing size, and a suggestion for 
a special toy or toys that would make that child’s eyes light up on Christmas morning.  If you’ve 
never adopted an angel before, it’s easy.  Just follow these steps: 

1. Take an angel from the tree, and record your selection on the Master List near the tree.  
This way, if you lose your angel, we can give you the information it contained. 

2. Purchase one or more of the items your child has requested.  Please include batteries for 
any toys that need them. 

3. Do not wrap the items! 
4. Detach the section of the tag which contains the child’s code number, and 

attach it securely to the gift(s).  
5. Bring in your tagged gifts, placing them under the Angel Tree by Sunday, November 

30th, at the latest.  Salvation Army makes only one pick-up, so please do not bring 
gifts to church after that date. If you miss the deadline, contact Salvation Army directly to 
locate a last minute gift-drop location. 

6. Hang the top part of the angel tag on your own tree as a reminder of your “adopted” child. 
 
If you are unable to sponsor an angel alone, consider joining together with friends or family. 
Remember that once you select an angel, your child is counting on you to bring in your gift or gifts 
by the deadline.  Just think of the happiness and hope these gifts will bring to the children and 
their parents.  We are blessed to be able to share what we have and, in doing so, make a difference 
in the lives of these families.  Thank you for supporting this worthwhile cause!   

If you’d like to participate in this wonderful ministry or are just interested in how it works, please 
contact Karen or Bob Merrey, at 410-665-2572, or call the church office.  
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Congregational Life (continued) 
St John's 35th Annual Christmas Bazaar 

 
Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held this year on 
Saturday November 8th from 9 am - 2 pm 
Parishioner interested in displaying in our Crafter's Room 
should contact me for more information and a contract. 
Past Participants can expect a mailing from me the first 
week in September 
Spaces are $10.00 each OR $15.00 for a space with a 
table 
Tables are limited, so please respond early. 

         Saturday, November 8th                      
                 9 am to 2 pm                                                         Bonnie M Spellman, Room Coordinator 

          (410) 661-5351 
 
CANDY - to make or to donate call Judy Jasinski at 410-529-7536.                                       
 
SPECIALTY ITEMS TABLE - if you would like to contribute, call  
Sharon Carletti at 410-256-0941. 
 
CRAFTERS - prices are $15 for table rental and $10 for a space if 
you bring  your own table.  Call Bonnie Spellman at 410-661-5351. 
 
BAKED GOODS - bring to church from 3-6 pm on Friday, Nov. 7th or 
the next morning.  Please wrap & label as to the type (ex. peach pie). 
Call Lee Krieger 410-882-0302. 
 
QUILT EXTRAORINAIRE - A Queen sized quilt in Ravens colors with  
the Ravens Logo will be raffled off - tickets are $1 each, 6 for $5 or 
 13 for $10.  Call Joan Saby at 410-254-9604.  Pictures of the quilt will 
 be on the church bulletin boards by mid-October. 
 
JEWELRY TABLE - scatter pins and lapel pins are much needed items.  
Please bring to church office. 
 
JAMS & JELLIES - donations of pint canning jars would be appreciated.  
Contact Mil Schaffer at 410-661-0692. 
 
WHITE ELEPHANT - Donations accepted.  No clothes, please. Make sure 
electronic items work.  Bring items to the church office during the week 
of November 3rd.  You may also bring them directly to the Smith Building   
while volunteers are present on Wednesday, Nov 5th or Thursday, Nov 6th. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY ITEMS ON THE DAY OF THE BAZAAR.         
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We are completed our study of the Book of Acts 
and will now discuss past wars in which the U.S. 
has been involved, and if they were justified. All 
men of St. John’s are invited to our meetings, 
which are held on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the 
youth room. 

We will have a Men’s Breakfast get-together on Saturday, November 1st at 9:00 a.m. at the Denny’s 
Restaurant on Belair Road. 

Following the Rummage Sale, our members delivered three carloads of unsold clothes to the 
Baltimore Rescue Mission. We have also continued to help with repairs to the Cemetery. 

We also are still offering rides to Church for members of the congregation. Please contact Jim 
Morrow at 410-668-0823 if you could use that service. 

We will miss our brother Bob Baxter who is now with God in heaven. He was a charter member of 
the Group and our trusted Treasurer. We will keep Millie and their family in our prayers. 

Peace be with you!  Keith Duerling 

Congregational Life (continued) 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDERING INFORMATION: 
How time flies!  It will soon be time to place orders for poinsettias for 

Christmas.  The price remains the same as last year at a cost of $10.00 
per flower.  Please look for the flyer in the church bulletin beginning on 

November 2, 2104.  All flower orders must be placed by 
NOVEMBER 23, 2014.  Checks should be made out to ST. JOHN'S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH along with the order form and placed in the 

offering plate in an envelope marked ALTAR GUILD. 

ST.	  JOHN’S	  CAMPFIRE	  

Saturday,	  November	  15th	  	  
Starting	  at	  6:00	  p.m.	  

Please	  sign	  up	  by	  or	  contact	  us	  by	  
November	  12thso	  that	  enough	  food	  is	  

purchased.	  Sign-‐up	  sheets	  are	  
posted	  in	  the	  middle	  &	  high	  school	  
rooms.	  	  We	  will	  provide	  the	  hot	  
dogs,	  drinks	  and	  s’mores	  !	  	  Please	  bring	  a	  snack	  or	  dessert	  to	  share.	  

Also,	  please	  bring	  a	  friend	  if	  you	  would	  like	  to	  join	  us	  for	  fun	  and	  fellowship!	  
We	  hope	  to	  see	  you	  there!	  
St.	  John’s	  Ministry	  Leaders	  	  
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Spoken Word Ministries 

Spoken Word Ministries, which provides 
braille and audio books for the sight 
impaired, is in need of help.   The 
organization is looking for people who 
would be interested in narrating a book for 
BrailleAudio.    

If you are interested 
in assisting with this ministry, please call 919-
635-1000 and ask to speak with Tim Snyder, 
who can give further details as well as an 
“audition”.   You will be able to set your own 
schedule and work from your own home.    

Our Response to God’s Blessings-Christian Giving 

    It is the tradition of the Church that we are all invited to think and pray and 
talk about our giving as a response of faith to the incredible “giving” that God 
has done toward us. He has given us this wonderful world, our own abilities 
and gifts and talents, and He has given us the Life, Death and Resurrection of 
Christ. 

  So we say ‘thank you’; we live lives of response to God’s generosity towards 
us.  One way we live that out to is to make an intention, that is to pledge 
ourselves in an intentional way to work for the Kingdom here in our own lives 
and through the church (both financially and by using our time and talents).  In the past weeks our 
Stewardship Committee has invited us all to make a “pledge”, a faith commitment.  If you haven’t 
had the opportunity to do so, or you didn’t get the pledge forms and the supporting information 
including the “Seven Days of Prayer for Struggling Stewards and Fallible Followers” (written by 
Pastor Maria), please call the church office and we will send it to you. 

   In November all of those who haven’t had an opportunity to bring a “pledge” to the altar in 
worship will receive one in the mail.  So please then lay them in the offering on one of the Sundays 
after you receive the mailing.  These pledges are spiritual affirmations, simply a way for each of us 
to be intentional about our commitment to Christ. 

Congregational Life (continued) 

The Wednesday Lunch Bunch will meet at 
the Charred Rib at the Barn Restaurant 

(formerly The Barn) at 9527 Harford Road, 
Parkville on Wednesday, November 19, 
2014 at 12:00 noon.  For reservations or 
additional information, call Carolyn at  

410-686-0063. 
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

Sponsored by St. John’s Youth 
 

Friday, December 5th 

St. John’s Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m.  
Carolers will meet in Fellowship Hall prior to departing as a group 

and driving to homebound members’ homes to carol. 
Refreshments to follow caroling in the Fellowship Hall. 

Be sure to dress for the weather! 
 

PARTICIPANTS MUST SIGN-UP BY SUNDAY, NOV. 30th 
Sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin boards in the  

2nd floor Sunday School room, the middle and high school rooms, 
and on the board outside of the sanctuary.  

Permission slips are required for all youth.   
Forms are available in the 2nd floor Sunday School, middle and high 

school rooms.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Tony Jasinski or any other youth 
ministry leaders. 

We hope you can join us! All are welcome!

 

Congregational Life (continued) 
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Saturday, December 13th 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Fellowship Hall 

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m 
(Sponsored	  by	  St.	  John’s	  Youth)	  

Come and enjoy pancakes, sausage, hot chocolate or juice (apple or orange). There is 
no charge for the breakfast, but you will have an opportunity to make a free will 

offering. Visit with Santa and get a candy cane. All children are welcome to make a 
craft for the cost of $4.00. 

Seating is limited, so be sure to sign up ahead of time by completing the bottom of 
this form and drop it off in the “Breakfast with Santa” box outside of the Sanctuary 
or at our Church Office.  If unable to complete and submit the information below, you 
can call our Church Secretary at (410) 665-1234, Monday thru Friday, from 9 am until 

3:30 pm to sign up for this great event. 

We hope to see you there! 

--------------------------------------------- Please complete and tear off -------------------------------------------- 

“Breakfast with Santa” 

Saturday, December 13th  

 

 Your Name: ___________________________________________ 

 

  Number attending breakfast:  ________ (no charge) 

  Number of children to make craft: ________  ($4 per child) 

Congregational Life (continued) 
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CE	  	  	  	  	  	  
CR	  	  
FH	  	  
K	  	  
SB	  
TO	  
YR	  

Christian	  Ed.	  Room	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Confirmation	  Room	  	  
Fellowship	  Hall	  	  
Kitchen	  
Smith	  Building	  
Tech	  Office	  
Youth	  Room	  

MR	  	  
P	  	  
PS	  	  
S	  	  

Music	  Room	  	  
Parlor	  	  
Preschool	  Room	  	  
Sanctuary	  
	  	  

	   	  	  

 

November 2014 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  
 

   
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
    

 

1 
9am Men In 

Mission  
Breakfast FH 

St Ursula Dance  
2   ALL 
SAINTS! 
Daylight Saving Time                

ends	  
8:15 &  11  
Worship 
9:30  
SS/AF/YF/Town 
Hall Meeting FH 
9:45  Handbells  
MR  
 

3 
10:00 Bible 
Study SB 
 
 
 	  
 
 

4   
 
 
  
7p Men in 
Mission YR 
 

5 
9:30-1:30 Busy 
Bees SB 
12:00 Young at 
Heart FH 
7p Preschool Board 
Mtg 
6-9:00 pm Choirs 
MR 
  6:30p Bible Study 
SB 
 

6   
10-12 Bible Study 
MR 
    Hold building & 
SB 

 open for set-up 
for Christmas 

Bazaar 
  

7 
Hold building & 

SB 
 open for set-up 
for Christmas 

Bazaar 
St Ursula Family 

Bingo 
6-10 

 

8 
 

ST. JOHN’S 
CHRISTMAS 

BAZAAR   
(whole building 

& SB) 9a-2p 
 

9 8:15 &  11  
Worship 
9:30  SS/AF/YF 
9:45  Handbells 
MR 
12:30 Lunch Bunch 
 

10 
10:00 Bible 
Study SB 
 
 

11     
7:00p Trinity 
Circle  SB 
7p Men in 
Mission YR 
St Ursula Open 
House 

12 
9:30-1:30 Busy 
Bees SB 
6-9:00 pm Choirs 
MR 
  6:30p Bible Study 
SB 
 
7:00 Stewardship 
CE 

13    
  
10-12 Bible Study 
SB 
7:00 pm  Exec ( 
MR)   
 

14   
 
  

  
 

15 
      
NEWSLETTER  
ARTICLES DUE 

 

 
 

16 Healing 
Sunday 
8:15 & 11 
Worship 
9:30  SS/AF/YF 
9:45 Handbells  
MR 
9:30 
Congregation 
Budget Review 
(FH) 
 

17 
10:00 Bible 
Study SB 

 
6:30p Transition 

Team Meeting MR 
 

18     
12:00 Ascension 
Cir SB 
7p Men in 
Mission YR 
7:00 Altar Guild 
SB 
 

19 
9:30-1:30 Busy 
Bees SB 
 
 

6:00 Tech Mtg- 
Tech Ofc 
6-9:00 pm Choirs 
MR 
6:30p Bible Study 
SB 
  

20    
10-12 Bible Study 
SB 
7:00 Council 
Final Budget 
Build SB 
 

21 
9a-2:30p 

Preschool-
cooking (K) 

St Ursula 
Ladies Night 

Out 6-10 

22 
 
 
 
 
  

23 
8:15 & 11  
Worship 
9:30  SS/AF/YF 
9:45  Handbells  
MR 
 12-4 Young 
Families FH 
12:30-2p WELCA 
Gen Mtg. (both 
circles)  
 

24 
10:00 Bible 
Study SB 
	  	  
Preschool 
Thanksgiving 
Feast (FH/K) 

St Ursula 
Grandparents 

Day 

25     
7p Men in 
Mission YR 
 

26  
12 Wed Lunch 
Bunch 
6-9:00 pm Choirs 
MR 
  6:30p Bible Study 
SB 
 
7:00 
Thanksgiving 
Eve  
     Ecumenical 
Service  
     @ Hiss 
Methodist 

27   
 (office closed) 

Blessed 
Thanksgiving! 

10:00 a.m. 
Worship 

 
 

28   (office 
closed) 

29 

308:15 & 
11Worship 
9:30  SS/AF/YF 
9:45  Handbells  
MR 
 

Unless otherwise noted, our 
Sunday schedule includes 
Worship at 8:15 a.m. and 11a.m. 
with Sunday School, Adult 
Forum, and Young Families at 
9:30 a.m. and Handbell Choir 
practice at 9:45 a.m. 
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DATE TIME LECTOR COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT CRUCIFIER ACOLYTE 

November 
2 

8:15 A.M.  
 

Keith 
Duerling 

Keith Duerling 
Lisa Duerling 

Autumn 
Winterling 

John Meyers 

11:00 A.M. Bonnie 
Spellman 

Bonnie Spellman 
Sue Addison 

Katie Neal Noah Jones 
Emma 

Nicholson 

November 
9 

8:15 A.M. Milt 
Dutcher 

Milt Dutcher 
Charles Bender 

Mara Wolfe Andrea Nufea 

11:00A.M. Tony 
Jasinski 

Tony Jasinski 
Judy Jasinski 

Nate Grisez Jennifer Holland 
Matthew Miller 

November 
16 

8:15 A.M. Jean Gray Jean Gray 
Karen Ermer 

Kyle Cappucci Ryan Cummings 

11:00A.M. Amanda 
Rash 

Amanda Rash 
Claire Miller 

Ethan Sommer Matthew 
Scheindlinger 
Hayden Evans   

November 
23 

8:15 A.M. Bob 
Berner 

Bob Berner 
Barbara Berner 

Brandon Crites Allie Meyers 

11:00A.M. Rachel 
Hills 

Rachel Hills 
Shirley Snyder 

Hannah 
Houston 

Joshua Hills 
Ryan Cummings 

November 
27 

Thanksgiving, 
10:00 A.M. 

Charles 
Bender 

Charles Bender 
Sheila Bender 

N/A Joshua Hills 

November 
30 

8:15 A.M. Karen 
Merrey 

Karen Merrey 
Wilma White 

Abbie Coffman Carly Coffman 

11:00 A.M. Donna 
Nicholson 

Sharon Carletti 
Laurie Krieger 

Corinne Brock Nate Grisez 
Hannah 
Houston 

 

Worship Leaders Schedules--November 2014 

Donna McDonough is now the 
Coordinator for Assisting Ministers and 
will be forwarding “prayers of the church” 
to the assisting ministers on a regular 
basis.  If you would like to join the team of 
assisting ministers, please contact Donna. 

Assisting Ministers Schedule 

Early Service 
(8:15) 

Month Late Service 
(11:00) 

Jim Morrow November Bob Hastings 
Bob Berner December Lisa Wiley 
 

Notes  
Lectors and Communion Assistants: If you cannot serve on your designated date, contact Sheila Bender, 
Lector Coordinator, at 410-592-3084. The church office will send out your reading.  If you have not received 
your reading by the Wednesday before you are scheduled, please call/email the church office. The schedule 
is posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe.  
*Communion Assistants who did not lector- You commune the Pastor and the Assisting Minister at the 
conclusion of communion.  Also, please fill the communion cups up at least 2/3 filled. 
Acolytes: If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please use the Acolyte List to find a replacement. 
Contact Rachel Hills at 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as possible. 



St. John’s Lutheran Church  November 2014 
 

 19 

  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

8808 Harford Road  
Parkville, MD 21234 

Thanks Be to God!!! 

Stay Connected 
through St. John’s 

Social Media!   

We are just a few 
clicks away! 

Please submit all articles, information, and 
pictures for inclusion in St. John’s The 

Herald for the next edition for the month of 
December by  

November 15th to 
newsletter@stjohnsparkville.org.  

 
Anything received after this date will be 

included in the following month’s edition 
(January’s edition). 

Suggestions and ideas for future editions are 
welcome! 

Through the grace of God we D.A.R.E. to Hear the Story, Know the Story, Tell the Story, and Live the Story! 

 

 
Lutheran Disaster Response-EBOLA 
taken from www.elca.org 

In	  the	  last	  several	  months,	  the	  Ebola	  outbreak	  has	  claimed	  
thousands	  of	  lives.	  The	  virus	  has	  spread	  rapidly	  and	  the	  World	  
Health	  Organization	  is	  now	  calling	  it	  “one	  of	  the	  world’s	  most	  lethal	  
diseases.”	  Ebola	  has	  spread	  to	  multiple	  countries,	  the	  hardest	  hit	  
being	  Liberia,	  Sierra	  Leone	  and	  Guinea.	  

In	  addition	  to	  health	  care,	  one	  of	  the	  most	  urgent	  needs	  is	  food.	  As	  
people	  in	  affected	  areas	  are	  quarantined	  to	  their	  homes,	  towns	  are	  
being	  shut	  down	  and	  people	  are	  not	  able	  to	  work,	  harvest	  crops	  or	  
purchase	  food.	  Food	  shipments	  have	  stopped	  because	  people	  fear	  
contracting	  the	  virus.	  

You	  can	  help.	  Your	  gifts	  to	  the	  Ebola	  Outbreak	  Response	  will	  be	  
used	  –	  100	  percent	  –	  to	  assist	  those	  impacted	  by	  this	  crisis.	  Our	  
partners	  and	  companion	  churches	  have	  requested	  our	  help	  in	  
responding	  to	  the	  outbreak	  with	  food	  distributions,	  shipment	  of	  
personal	  protective	  equipment,	  training	  health	  workers,	  outreach	  
through	  education	  about	  prevention,	  and	  construction	  of	  an	  
isolation	  unit	  at	  Phebe	  Hospital	  and	  School	  of	  Nursing	  in	  Liberia.	  	  

The	  ELCA	  and	  its	  predecessor	  church	  have	  walked	  with	  the	  
people	  of	  Liberia	  for	  more	  than	  150	  years.	  Our	  long-‐
standing	  relationship	  with	  our	  companions	  in	  Liberia	  and	  
Sierra	  Leone	  provides	  a	  strong	  foundation	  to	  respond	  
holistically	  to	  the	  needs	  of	  those	  who	  are	  suffering	  and	  
living	  with	  the	  threat	  of	  Ebola.	  
	  
Donate	  today	  at	  	  www.ELCA.org/disaster.	  
For	  more	  information	  about	  Ebola,	  go	  to	  the	  United	  States	  
Centers	  for	  Disease	  Control	  (CDC)	  at	  
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/index.html.	  


