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Each month we are asking that every gathering 
of St. John’s people begin with the prayer below.  
Why not include the prayer in your personal 
devotions as well? 

Let us pray:   
Dear God, We give You our hands that they 
might do Your work, our feet to go Your way, 
our eyes to see as You see, our tongues to speak 
Your words, our spirit that You may pray in us, 
and our hearts that You may love in us. We give 
thanks to You for all the blessings given to our 
faith community of St. John’s. Continue to 
transform us to become peacemakers in all we 
do, inspire us to work for justice and peace for all 
people—in Parkville and throughout the world. 
Amen. 
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St. John’s Needs You! 
by Pastor David Asplin, Interim Pastor 
You have a great gift here at St. John’s.  Let us continue to nurture it. An 88 year old man said to 
me the other day, “it must be very disappointing for you to see how few people there are in church 
on Sunday at the 8:15AM service.”  Yes, summer attendance is quite low; but that is to some extent 
expected. It is a good thing that people have the time and the resources to go on vacation.  But I 
began to realize that this long time member (for over 60 years) has quite a perspective.  One I 
don’t have. 

Another much younger member of St. John’s told me recently that there really were lots of youth 
and children around St. John’s on Sundays and at many other times during the pastorate of Pastor 
Danny and Pastor Maria. I am heartened by that; my hope is that many of you will be back as we 
get into September.  However, I know that part of the enthusiasm for the life of this church is just 
not here now when you do not have your own called pastor, someone younger and with more 
energy than me.  I am pushing 70 years of age.  I’ve known for over 20 years that my congregations 
have needed someone younger with a passion for youth and children and family ministry on the 
staff.  So over the past 25 years I’ve lead efforts to hire several great young contemporary worship 
leaders, youth directors, and a director of “Children & Family Ministry”.  That effort paid off; many 
young people and their parents were more comfortable at church because we had such quality 
young leadership.    

Another pastor who knows and loves St. John’s said to me recently that he felt like St. John’s was 
one of the “truly healthy congregations” in our Synod.  He is unfortunately aware of others which 
are struggling or enduring conflict.  In a time when churches across the country are struggling, you 
have a great gift here at St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville! Please don’t take it for granted. 
Remember the story of “The Church of the Lighted Lamps”.  Your light, each of you, is important 
and needed in this community of faith.  CELEBRATION SUNDAY is coming soon:  SEPTEMBER 
13.  I hope you will all be here! St. John’s needs you!   

At the July meeting, the Congregation Council approved a motion submitted by the Finance 
Committee to distribute the earnings (interest and dividends) from the Endowment Fund.  In 
previous years, the earnings were distributed to various worthy organizations and causes on an 
annual basis.  The practice was stopped pending the formation of the Mission Endowment and the 
Building Endowment funds and the associated committees.  With the search for a new Pastor still 
in progress, the finance Committee thought we should make a distribution of the available funds 
now and resume the effort to form the Mission and Building funds with the support of the new 
Pastor. 
The organizations chosen to receive the distribution included: 
Lutheran Campus Ministries                                                  $ 1,000.00 
Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary                                              $    500.00 
World Hunger (Brandt Fund)                                                  $    200.00 
Augsburg Lutheran Home                                                      $    500.00 
Always Being Made New (The Campaign for the ELCA)       $ 2,400.00 
Lutheran Youth Encounter                                                     $    500.00 
The Slate Project                                                                    $    500.00 
 Total Distribution                                                                    $ 5,600.00 
 
For the Finance Committee: Lee Smith, Chair 
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Ushers for 
September 

Worship and Music  

8:15 A.M. 
Judy and Fred Zimmer 

Gladys Downs 
11:00 A.M. 

Chris & Rachel Hills, 
Zachary & Joshua Hills 

Shirley Snyder 

Transition Updates 
At the end of July, as promised, the Call Committee received a new panel of 
names from the Synod. Unfortunately, due to previously scheduled vacations on 
the part of both the candidates and the committee, preliminary interviews were 
not able to be held until the last weeks of August. After the interviews are 
completed the committee will decide which of the candidates that we would like 
to hear preach and then conduct a more in-depth interview with that person or 
persons. We understand that it seems as though nothing is happening, but I 
assure you we are working as diligently as we are able. The committee is very 

appreciative that the members of the congregation understand and respect the confidentiality of the 
process. Please continue your prayers for St. John's, the committee and the candidates. 
Shirley Snyder, Chairman 
Call Committee 

A tentative timeline for the process is provided below. While the timeline is not set in stone, it does serves 
as a guide for what will happen and a relative time frame for the transition process. Remember this is a 

tentative schedule. Things may move faster or slower. But always remember to PRAY 

Month, Year St. John’s Leadership People of St. John’s DE-MD Synod Bishop’s 
Office 

September 2015 Council meets to call a 
congregational meeting and 
approve the compensation 
package 

PRAY PRAY 

October 2015 PRAY Meet and greet with primary 
candidate; Call vote 

Representation at the Call 
vote 

November/ 
December 2015 

New pastor(s) begin   

 

SOCIAL MEDIA SUNDAY 
on 10/25/2015 

Join Christians from all over the country in 
sharing the good news with your friends 

and followers. 
Attend the Delaware-Maryland Synod 

workshop to prepare: 
Saturday, October 24 

9 a.m. to 12 p.m.@ Ascension 
Lutheran in Towson 

-For all attendees who plan on attending Social 
Media Sunday the next day 

Visit http://www.demdsynod.org/SMS.html to learn more! 

#SMS15 
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Notes from the Organ Bench by Martha Requard, Director of Music 

Last month I attended a music conference at East Stroudsburg University in the Poconos.  What a wonderful 
experience, making music that brought both excitement and tears while it fed my soul.  Music is a powerful 
thing.  In his Psalms, David said, “Sing a new song to the Lord.  Come into His presence with singing.” 

Singing is an important part of Lutheran worship.  Our service is filled with sung liturgy that does not exist 
in other denominations including Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian.  We are worshipping as our parents 
and grandparents did but, in some cases, with different melodies.   

I have had several requests from our older members to find songs that they sang in Sunday school.    In both 
cases I have turned to the internet for help only to find that I had the songs in one of my many hymnals.   
When I spoke with these women about the songs the conversation turned to how much singing they did in 
Sunday school and how much they loved those old songs.  I have to admit that I agree.  Sunday school 
always began with 15 minutes of singing.  Some of my favorite songs are those that I sang with my 4-year 
old students.   

In his newsletter message in the August newsletter, Pastor David wrote about his position as interim in 
regard to the progress of change that members would like to see at St. John’s.  One request is for the third, 
more interactive/contemporary service.  That request made me stop and do some reflecting.  What is 
interactive? 

Games are interactive because the player interacts or “does something” with the board or screen.  It is very 
clear that phones are interactive because we talk, text, use the internet, shop and do almost anything with 
them.  So, my question is-How is this different from Lutheran worship? 

Our service IS interactive.  The bulletins include all of the readings so that not only can we listen, but we can 
read along; and melodies so that we can sing along.  We have hymnals to use to find and sing the hymns.  
We have responsive Psalms and the sharing of the peace, which give us a time to interact with each other.  In 
other words, in Lutheran worship we interact with the Pastor, readers, other worshippers and God.  Our 
decision is whether we want to participate, or interact, or not, and to what extent.  What more could we 
want? 

Some of us do need more.  I find it easier to worship if I take an active part and being organist and choir 
director, I must be active.  If you talk to the worship leaders, readers, choir members, ushers, baptism 
assistants or altar guild members they will tell you that being part of the worship makes their experience 
more meaningful.  So, now my question to you is-What is keeping you from being an inter-active part of 
worship at St. John’s? 

The choirs are beginning this month and would welcome new hands and voices.  The IS a place for you in 
one of the choirs.  Our rehearsals are held in the Choir Room on the second floor. 
Adult Choir (high school and up)  begins Wednesday, September 2  7:30 – 8:30 
Adult Handbell Choir (high school and up) begins Sunday, September 13  9:45 – 10:30 
Children’s Choir (ages 3 – grade 2)  begins Wednesday, September 23 6:00 – 6:30 
Tween Handbell Choir (grade 3 – confirmation) begins Wednesday, September 23 6:30 – 7:00 
 
If singing is not for you, and you are not up to the challenge (and fun) of ringing, how about playing an 
instrument for worship?  You and I know of several VERY talented musicians at St. John’s.  I am sure that 
there are others who are hiding their talents “under a bushel.”  The Lord gave you a talent, how about using 
it?... (continued Page 5) 

Worship and Music (continued)  
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Worship and Music (continued) 

 

Worship services at  
8:15AM & 11:00AM and 

Sunday School/Adult 
Forum/Family Ministry’s 

CONNECTED will 
resume again on  

 Sunday, 
September 13th 

 
Worship with Holy Communion is back to the 
regular schedule: 8:15AM & 11:00AM.  The 

Adult Choir is back.  Sunday School resumes (at 
9:30AM). Our Guest in the Adult Forum (at 

9:30AM) is Rev. David Wangaard, Manager of 
Church Relationships for Lutheran World Relief; 

he is also our guest preacher that day in both 
services. The Family Ministry group begins again 
(9:30AM in the Smith Building).  We will install 

and bless our Sunday School teachers and staff (at 
11:00AM) and Bibles will be given to a number 
of our children and youth by their parents (at the 
11:00AM service).  If you’ve been away for the 

summer, now is a good time to come back.  It will 
be a great day for us all!     

 

 

 
 

September 6th 
10:00 AM Worship with  

Holy Communion  
(Bring a Friend to Church!) 

11:00 AM 
Hot Dog and Ice Cream Sunday 

Sponsored by Men in Mission and 
Family Ministry 

 
 

Notes from the Organ Bench (continued) 

As we begin the fall at St. John’s and our return to 
activities, I challenge you to become more active 
in worship, whether you join one of the choirs, 
share your instrumental talent, or become a 
worship leader, usher, reader or communion 
assistant.  If you just can’t do any of these things, 
remember to interact with worship.  

Sing out, and keep  

Making a joyful noise! 



St. John’s Lutheran Church  September 2015 
 

 6 

September Baptism 
Anniversaries 

9/2 Elizabeth Calise 
9/5 Andrea Nunez 
9/7 Isabella Diffenderffer 
 Vada Menges 
9/9 Chelsea Vaught 
9/14 Marianne Snyder 

9/15 Sheri Klein 
 Erin Brophy 
9/16 Emily Rash 
9/17 Mark Hofmann 
 Kerry Hospelhorn 
 Matthew Miller 
9/21 Christopher Wenderoth 
 Sadie Snapp 
9/22 Brandon Crites 
9/23   Taylor Ermer 
9/24 Samantha Weeks 
 Matthew Weeks 
9/25 John Snapp, III 

Anyone wishing to use the A-V Equipment in the Social Hall, 
Classrooms, Smith Bldg or the Church should contact the Tech Team 
(tech@stjohnsparkville.org) for instructions.  This equipment should 
not be used if you have NOT received instructions. 

DONUT	  SCHEDULE	  
9/13,	  9/20,	  9/27	  
Terry	  Little	  
Linda	  &	  Randi	  
Burkhardt	  
Candi	  &	  Chad	  Votta 

ADULT FORUM in SEPTEMBER 
9:30AM in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Sept. 13:  Rev. David Wangaard, Lutheran 
World Relief, Manager of Church 
Relationships, will bring us up close with the 
vast work of LWR (in 35 countries) fighting 
hunger and poverty, disease and  the 
destruction which occurs as the result of 
catastrophic events.  
 
Sept. 20:  Rev. Jason Chesnut, Pastor of The Slate Project,  a new kind of Christian 
community doing things radically different (from traditional church) both face-to-face and online 
in Baltimore.  Pastor Jason is one of three pastors in this innovative new mission; the others are 
Presbyterian and Episcopal. 
 
Sept. 27:  Dave Ermer:  Cross + $ = 3rd Most Popular Radio Program.  Come find out what this 
means. 

Worship and Music (continued) 

9/27 Jacob 
Bittner 
9/29 Kaylyn 
Klinedinst 
9/30 Preston 
Ermer 
 
Unknown 
Dates 
Elyse Foreman 
Justin Dabrasky 
Taylor 
Retkowski 
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he church Council met on Thursday, July 23rd, to discuss congregational needs and 
ministry team reports. The meeting began with prayer and approval of June 2015 Council 
Meeting minutes. 
Pastor Asplin led the Council in the evening devotions. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Asplin’s report was received and filed. 
 
Executive Committee Report: The report of the Executive Committee was received and filed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: The report of the Treasurer was received and filed. 
 
Ministry Team Reports: Reports were received and filed from the Property and Finance committees. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 1. Hot Dog Sunday has been postponed until September 6th and will be held in conjunction with Ice 
 Cream Sundae Sunday. 
 
New Business: 
 1. The Finance Committee made the following recommendation to the Council: 
  Motion: that $5,400.00 of earnings from the Endowment Fund be distributed as follows: 
   · The Campaign for the ELCA $ 2,400.00 
   · Lutheran Campus Ministries $ 1,000.00 
   · Augsburg Lutheran Home $ 500.00 
   · Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary $ 500.00 
   · The Slate Project $ 500.00 
   · Youth Encounter $ 500.00 
 
  Approved 
 
 2. The Memorial Committee made a recommendation to purchase a set of tone chimes. 
  Motion: that up to $1,100 be spent to purchase a 2-Octave Set of Suzuki Tone Chimes. 
   
  Approved 
 
 3. The Council discussed the Maryland Army National Guard: Partners in Care program. 
  Motion: that St. John’s join in the Partners in Care program through the Maryland  
  Army National Guard. 
  Approved 
 
There being no further business to come before the Church Council, a motion was made and seconded that 
the meeting be adjourned. This motion was approved. 

Congregation Council News  

T  

Did You Know? 

Council meeting minutes will be posted on the bulletin board directly outside of the church 
sanctuary.  Make sure to check them out! 
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Birthdays:   
9/1 Peggy Buckless 
9/2     Carson Bittner 
 Albert Ehm, Sr. 
9/3 Elyse Foreman 
 Irvin Neal 
9/4 Florence Businsky 
 Madison Sprucebank 
9/5 Dionysus Blazakis 
 Jacob Hartmann 
 Julianna Maxwell 
 Brynlee Stinchcomb 
9/6 Denise Retkowski 
 David Vogtman 
 Katrina Watson 
9/9 David McDonough 
 Madeleine Nocera 
9/10 Elissa Stinchcomb 
 Christopher Johnson 
 Marion McDonough 
9/11 Leonard 
 Hutschenreuter 
9/12 Erick Brock 
 Matthew Sparks 
 Stephanie Tomecek 
9/13 Matthew DeWitt 
 Nancy Willis 
9/14 Ruth Winebrenner 
9/15   Aawe Dean 
 Allie Nordan 
 Ethan Sommer 
9/16 Andrea Nunez 
9/17 David Asplin 
 Martin Butcher 
 Theresa Butcher 
 Richard Manning 
 Steven Markley, Jr. 

2

 Gregory McEvers, Jr. 
9/18 Emily Pickett 
9/19 Willow Mehan 
9/20 Kari Hedges 
 William Schaake, Sr. 
 Frederick Zimmer 
9/22 Jacob Dawson 
 Karen Sollanek 
9/23 Sandy Hoody 
9/24 Kevin Addison 
 Betty Kiima 
 Happy 80th! 
9/25 Emma Ermer 
 William Mullinix 
 JoAnn Weiland 
9/26 Nora McDonough 
9/28 Terri Murray 
 Ann Powell 
 Leonard Steg 
9/29 Ashlynn Connelly 
 Gabrielle Gray 
 Patricia Pescetto 

Did we miss your 
celebration?  

If so, please notify the church 
office at 410-665-1234 or 

office@stjohnsparkville.org.   
Many blessings! 

September Congregational Birthdays and  
Wedding Anniversaries 

 

Wedding Anniversaries: 
9/1      Scott & Leah Miller           9/18  Juliana & Robert Hastings, Jr. 
9/3 Lee & Renee Smith  9/23    Betty & Albert Ehm, Sr. 
9/4      Milton & Sheila Dutcher 9/26    Geraldine & Leonard Steg 
 Happy 50th!    Mark & Karen Hofmann 
9/6 Kendra & John Snapp, Jr.   
9/7      John & Janine Stevens   
9/9 Katherine & Ed Barnes 
9/10    Joan & Archie Saby-Happy 60th! 
           Susan & Robert Henschen, Jr. 
9/11    John & Linda Houston 
 Stephanie & David Fitch, Sr. 
9/13   Debra & Carl Haacke    
9/16   Lauren & Patrick Klinedinst       

Congregational Care  

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Congregational 
Council Members 

Tony Jasinski, President 
Lee Smith, Vice President  
Chris Hills, Treasurer  
Scott Miller, Secretary  
Debbie Haacke, Financial 
Secretary   
Sue Addison  
Charlie Bender  
David R. Evans   
Lee Kreiger  
Donna McDonough 
Bonnie Spellman  
Cindy Weeks 
Kathleen Wiles 
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Please remember these individuals in your prayers: 

For health and healing:	  Archie	  Saby,	  Mary	  Gude,	  John	  McLaughlin,	  Bob	  Hastings,	  Jimalee	  Mehan,	  
Linda	  E.	  Watts,	  Debbie	  Miller,	  Trudy	  Anderson,	  Phyllis	  Duerling,	  Michael	  Vogtman,	  Betty	  Glassband,	  Mary	  
Sigmon,	  Lou	  Gerber,	  Pat	  Becker	  

For family and friends:	  	  Springham	  Family,	  Jim	  Hall,	  Norma	  Weber,	  Trisha	  Ryder,	  Rev.	  Dick	  Manning,	  
Linda	  Durney,	  Mike	  Bisker,	  Iris	  Rogero,	  Rhys	  Franklin,	  Betty	  Ireland,	  Phylis	  Smyth,	  Richard	  &	  Mary	  Ann	  
Chenoweth,	  Holly	  Boellner,	  Bob	  McKay,	  Terry	  Billa,	  Bonnie	  Sparks,	  Steve	  Becker,	  Berdella	  Antonson,	  Vivian	  

Brooks,	  Kyle	  Vega,	  Kathy	  Gaiski,	  Baby	  Dorothy	  Robinson,	  Marianne	  
Heckwolf,	  Randy	  Powell,	  Douglas	  Tilton,	  Raymond	  E.	  Miller,	  Sr.,	  Robin	  &	  
Sam	  Smith,	  Charles	  Stroup	  

For the military and their families: Warren	  Preston,	  Lt.	  
Christopher	  H.	  Hall,	  Maria	  Burgos,	  Brian	  Hedges,	  Chaplain	  Chris	  Frigm	  …	  
and	  all	  those	  in	  harm’s	  way.	  

For those grieving—families and friends of Lydia Springham, 
Patti Price, Craig Sullivan, Mary Lou Guerin, Tom Simms 

For our homebound parishioners:	  Trudy	  Anderson,	  Richard	  &	  
Alma	  Arnold,	  Murhl	  &	  Evelyn	  Bauer,	  Mil	  Baxter,	  Alice	  Belth,	  Agatha	  
Biensach-‐Daniels,	  George	  Cooper,	  Mary	  Curnoles,	  Carmen	  &	  Norma	  
DeMarino,	  Lucille	  Dembeck,	  Ruth	  Derrickson,	  Ellie	  Fry,	  Betty	  Glassband,	  
Bernice	  Graf,	  Doris	  Hammaker,	  Paul	  Huber,	  Paul	  Insley,	  Stew	  Jung,	  Eddie	  

Kempske,	  Mildred	  Kempske,	  Bunny	  Kucharski,	  John	  Lotterer,	  Evelyn	  McGuire,	  Jerry	  Mead,	  Margaret	  
Middleton,	  Eurith	  Morris,	  Estelle	  Nelson,	  Patrick	  &	  Norma	  O’Connell,	  Edie	  Petr,	  Roland	  &	  Virginia	  Randall,	  
Mary	  Ann	  Reek,	  Ruby	  Schaum,	  Elaine	  Schlicht,	  Bill	  &	  Midge	  Schaake,	  Mary	  Sigmon,	  Gerry	  Stipek,	  Cass	  
Tracey,	  Helen	  Trainor,	  Elaine	  Turek,	  Emma	  Volz,	  Clara	  Westphal,	  Helen	  Wheeler,	  Phyllis	  Williams,	  John	  
Winebrenner,	  Fran	  Wolinski	  

How do I add someone to our congregation’s prayer list? Write their name and information on the 
“Sunday Secretary” sheet in the narthex/lobby adjacent to the back doors of the Sanctuary OR email the 
church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org 
Please note:  Names on the “family and friends” and “those grieving” lists are removed after six weeks 
unless you update the pastor or the church office.  You may always request that someone’s name be added 
if special prayers are needed.  Please be sure to get permission from your family/friends to add their names.  
Remember that not everyone is comfortable sharing prayer concerns publicly.  Thank you! 

Congregational Care  

The Wednesday Lunch Bunch will meet 
at Silver Spring Mining Company 

Restaurant at 8364 Belair Road in Perry 
Hall on Wednesday,  

September 23, 2015 at 11:30  a.m.   
For reservations and/or information, call 

Carolyn at 410-686-0063 or Helen at  
410-665-2056. 
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Christian Education  
Bible Gifting, September 13 

As we celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism for our 
children, we as parents and family members make 
promises to them and to God:  to “ bring them to hear 
the Word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to 
teach them the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed and place in 
their hands the Holy Scriptures” and “nurture them in 
faith and prayer.” 

This Fall as Sunday School resumes we again wish to 
give Bibles to some of our children and youth.  But this 
year we really want to stress again the importance of the 
relationship between Parents and their own children in 
the whole journey of faith development.  So, (while the 
Church will supply Bibles) we would like for parents to 
place them into the hands of their children.  At the 
11:00 AM service on September 13th there will be a short 
ceremony of “Bible Gifting”.  Pastor David will lead that 
along with Rachel Hills.  We’ll be reminded of the 
promises we made when our children were baptized; 
and children and parents will be blessed and sent off to explore the Bible together. 

Sunday School News 

Sunday School for nursery through high school age 
students begins on September 13th at 9:30 am.   You will 
be receiving a letter with your child’s class placement as 
well as a registration form.   Please bring the completed 
registration form with you when you return to Sunday 
School and give it to your child’s teacher.   For your 
convenience, an extra registration form is included in the 
newsletter.   Please make sure that one form is 
completed for each child.   We are looking forward to an 
exciting year- please check the newsletter each month 
to see what is going on in Sunday School. 

 

We are always looking for volunteers to teach and 
assist in Sunday School classes.   If you would be 
interested in helping with this ministry, please 
contact Rachel Hills (410-592-3587 or 
rm_hills@yahoo.com). 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Sunday School Registration 

2015-2016 

Child’s Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________     Zip Code:________________________ 

Phone Number:_________________________________________________ 

Birthdate:______________________________     Age:___________________________ 

Circle:      Male     Female   3 yr olds     Pre-K      K     1st     2nd     3rd     4th         5th      

     6th     7th     8th     9th     10th     11th     12th  

If your child is in the 6th-12th grade and has a personal email address that you are willing to 

share, please include it here:________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ____________Cell Phone: _____________Email:___________________ 

Father’s Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ____________Cell Phone: _____________Email:___________________ 

In Case of Emergency contact:___________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________  

Allergies or conditions which may limit activity: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_________________ 

Medications: ____________________________________________________________ 

Pictures may be taken during Sunday School or church services. I (circle one) DO/DO NOT authorize the 
release of (child’s name) ________________________________’s pictures for   use on the St. John’s 
Lutheran Church website or other church publication. 

Signature: _______________________________________  Date: __________________ 

Relationship to child: _____________________________________________________ 

**Please note: All address and email information is strictly for the use of the Church and will not be shared 
outside the Church. 
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Reformation Dinner Scheduled for October 24 
Once again St. John’s will be celebrating the reformation with dinner, music, laughter and 
fellowship. Everything comes together for one magical Saturday night at 6:00 P.M. in Fellowship 
Hall. The Hospitality Committee will provide an outstanding and very German style meal. The 
highlight of the evening will be the performance provided by our own, Keith Derrickson. 

He has agreed to present his new show, “Those Crazy Composers”. 
As you know, Keith, who is retired from the Baltimore County 
School System, is an adjunct professor at Towson University and 
organist and choir director for Arnolia Methodist Church. A busy 
man, he often volunteers his God given gifts and talents to churches 
and other groups to entertain and to assist with fund raising 
programs. He has dazzled and entertained us before and will do so 
again. So mark your calendars and see Laurie Krieger for tickets. 

Congregational Life 
The regular meetings of the Men-in-Mission will resume on 
Tuesday, September 8th at 7:00. We will finish out our 
study of the Book of Isaiah, and then begin a new topic to 
be determined. Please bring ideas for future topics to the 
meeting! 

We will have our first breakfast meeting on Saturday, 
September 12th at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. 

On Sunday, September 6th, the Men-in-Mission will host the Hot Dog & Ice Cream Sunday in the 
Fellowship Hall after the Church Service. 

During September we will continue to pick up and collect clothes for Suited-to-Succeed and the 
Baltimore Rescue Mission. Please contact John Kraft for more information. 

We are also still collecting #10 cans of vegetables for the Mission (no more baked beans please). 

Anyone who needs a ride to Church is encouraged to call Jim Morrow. 

We will also pick up items for the rummage sale if needed. 

Enjoy the end of summer!  Keith Duerling 

Prayer Vigil for the Call Team In Search of a New Pastor for  
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

On September 26, from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., pray with us in support of the Call Team engaged in the search to call a 
new pastor for St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. We will be praying for twelve hours altogether, but are 
seeking volunteers who will come to the church for just one hour to focus on God and the Call Team's work. Please 
select a one hour period when you can be present in the church sanctuary to join us in prayer. 
If you have never participated in a vigil, or have questions, call Rosalie Coffman at 410-665-8950. There will be 
members of the Labyrinth Team available during the vigil to assist you. In order to volunteer for this one-time 
ministry, fill out the form in your bulletin and drop it in the blue prayer request box on the counter in the hallway 
outside the sanctuary. You may also sign up on the chart at the same time. 
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Opportunity 
The Merrey family has coordinated the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree Program here at St John’s for 
more years than we can remember.  We have enjoyed every minute, but the time has come for us 
to step aside and give someone else a chance.  This rewarding ministry opportunity has provided 
countless Christmas gifts and clothing to needy children in our area.   Last year alone, St. John’s 
program fulfilled the wishes of 90 children!   
As coordinators for the program we act as the congregation‘s liaison to the Salvation Army, 
ordering the Angels each fall and arranging a pickup date for the gifts.   We also keep a master 
record of our Angels, set up the tree in the Narthex in mid-November, hang the Angels, and check 
off and stow the gifts in the church parlor until the Salvation Army picks them up during the first 
week of December.  This is an ideal project for someone who feels called to make a difference in 
the lives of others, yet lacks the time to commit to a year-round activity. We are happy to answer 
any questions and provide details on the simple system we developed and used.  If St John’s is 
going to continue to participate, we’ll need someone to step forward by early September so we 
can provide the Salvation Army with the new contact person’s information.  If you are interested, 
please call Bob or Karen Merrey at 410-665-2572. 

Congregational Life  (continued)  

“NEW” KITCHEN AND THANKS! 
 I would like to invite the congregation to come down and visit the "new" kitchen. 
Thanks to the monies raised at the Busy Bee's Christmas Bazaar, this was all 

made possible. Many thanks to everyone who works so hard to make the Bazaar 
so wonderful year after year, and thanks to all you that come and support it, too! 

Many thanks to God that makes all things possible! Judy Jasinski 

Social Ministry 
Little did I know when I went to Church this morning that Pastor “Red Shoes” sermon about “walking with 
Christ” would provide the perfect segway for the article I was writing for this month’s newsletter? It seems 
that everything and everyone takes a “vacation” during the summer. Social ministry is no different. While we 
continued to collect food for “Victors Vittles” food pantry and feed the hungry at Hiss, not much else 
occurred. However, with the start of fall we rev into high gear. We will meet on September 29,2015 at 6:30 
in the music room and I encourage anyone who has an interest in reaching out and helping those in our 
community that face hunger and homelessness to join us. We have lots of new ideas and are looking forward 
to an exciting and challenging year. 

Although Christmas seems like a long time away, we need to start planning for how many children we will 
be able to help. Last Christmas, we were able to help 17 children from our local community have a merry 
Christmas. We depend not only on monetary donations but also on families and individuals from the 
congregation opening their hearts and “adopting” a child. This is a wonderful and rewarding experience as 
well as a chance to “walk with Christ”. 
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Congregational Life  (continued)  

 
CANDY - to make or to donate call Judy Jasinski at 410-529-7536.                                       
 
SPECIALTY ITEMS TABLE - if you would like to contribute, call  
Sharon Carletti at 410-256-0941. 
 
CRAFTERS - prices are $15 for table rental and $10 for a space if 
you bring  your own table.  Call Bonnie Spellman at 410-661-5351. 
 
BAKED GOODS - bring to church from 3-6 pm on Friday, Nov. 13th 
or the next morning.  Please wrap & label as to the type (ex. peach 
pie). Call Lee Krieger 410-882-0302. 
 
QUILT EXTRAORINAIRE - A double sized quilt in Ravens 
colors with the Ravens Logo will be raffled off - tickets are $1 each, 
6 for $5 or 13 for $10.  Call Joan Saby at 410-254-9604.  Pictures of 
the quilt will be on the church bulletin boards by mid-October. 
 
JEWELRY TABLE - scatter pins and lapel pins are much needed 
items. Please bring to church office. 
 
JAMS & JELLIES - donations of pint canning jars would be 
appreciated. Contact Mil Schaffer at 410-661-0692. 
 
WHITE ELEPHANT - Donations accepted.  No clothes, please. Make sure electronic items 
work.  Bring items to the church office during the week of November 9th.  You may also bring them 
directly to the Smith Building while volunteers are present on Thursday, Nov 12th. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY ITEMS ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH, OR THE DAY 
OF THE BAZAAR.         
 

St John's 36th Annual Christmas Bazaar 
 
Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held this year on 
Saturday, November 14th from 9 am - 2 pm 
Parishioners interested in displaying in our Crafter's Room 
should contact me for more information and a contract. 
Past Participants can expect a mailing from me the first 
week in September. 
Spaces are $10.00 each OR $15.00 for a space with a 
table 
Tables are limited, so please respond early. 
                            Bonnie M Spellman, Room Coordinator 

          Saturday, November 14th                                       410-661-5351 
                 9 am to 2 pm                      babeface10@comcast.net 
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Congregational Life (continued) 
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Congregational Life (continued) 
Greetings	  of	  peace	  and	  love	  from	  the	  Holy	  Land	  Peace	  Fellowship	  Foundation	  (HLPFF).	  I	  want	  to	  
personally	  invite	  you	  to	  join	  the	  HLPFF	  for	  a	  Day	  of	  Prayers	  for	  Peace	  in	  the	  Middle	  East.	  This	  great	  
event	  will	  be	  held	  at	  the	  Memorial	  Chapel,	  University	  of	  Maryland	  College	  Park	  on	  October	  18,	  
2015,	  from	  3:00pm	  to	  5:00pm.	  Event	  speakers	  include	  Washington,	  D.C.	  Synod	  of	  the	  Evangelical	  
Lutheran	  Church	  Presiding	  Bishop	  Richard	  H.	  Graham,	  University	  of	  Maryland	  Associate	  Professor	  of	  
Communication	  Dr.	  Sahar	  Khamis,	  and	  former	  legislative	  assistant	  and	  and	  speech	  writer	  Mr.	  Joel	  R.	  
Segal. 
	   
The	  HLPFF	  is	  a	  non-‐profit	  organization	  of	  civil	  society	  and	  faith	  leaders,	  representing	  different	  faiths,	  
races,	  and	  nationalities	  that	  believe	  in	  promoting	  the	  culture	  of	  lasting	  peace	  through	  fellowship	  and	  
public	  service.	  Our	  2014	  Prayers	  for	  Jerusalem	  service	  brought	  together	  people	  from	  across	  the	  Middle	  
East,	  Asia,	  Africa,	  and	  the	  United	  States.	  At	  last	  year’s	  service	  it	  was	  great	  to	  have	  both	  an	  Israeli	  and	  
Palestinian	  together	  to	  light	  the	  unity	  candle	  on	  stage,	  promoting	  the	  culture	  of	  lasting	  peace.	  Please	  
visit	  our	  website	  www.hlpff.org	  for	  photos	  of	  the	  Jerusalem	  prayer. 
	   
We	  encourage	  you	  to	  partner	  with	  us	  as	  we	  promote	  the	  culture	  of	  lasting	  peace	  around	  the	  world.	  
Let's	  Connect,	  Collaborate	  and	  make	  a	  Change	  for	  Peace.	  The	  HLPFF	  hopes	  you	  are	  inspired	  to	  
contribute	  to	  the	  operation	  of	  the	  Day	  of	  Prayers	  for	  Peace	  in	  the	  Middle	  East,	  please	  visit	  Donate	  to	  
HLPFF. 

St. John’s Becomes a “Partners In Care” Congregation for 
Maryland Army National Guard 
 

Sometimes when a soldier comes off active duty 
and back to normal civilian life the transition can have 
its problems.  So along with the many services provided 
by the Department of Defense, congregational 
connection and support can be added.  The concept is 
simple: Participating “Partners in Care” congregations 
extend support to all referred Soldiers and their families 
from programs they are already offering within the limits 
of the congregation's resources and abilities.   Any gift 
or assistance offered is free of charge to the soldier, and 
without regard to the recipients' religious affiliation.   
 

Some examples of the services offered by participating churches and faith communities include child 
care, sick child support, basic household and automotive repairs, counseling for individuals, couples & 
families, spiritual support and emergency food/clothing/housing, to name a few.    "If a service member finds 
one more source of support, that makes them more resilient," said Col. Sean Lee, Maryland National Guard 
state chaplain and the creator of “Partners in Care”. This program begun here in Maryland first by Chaplain 
Lee is now being replicated in over a half dozen states and in other branches of the Service.  

 
After the visit of Chaplain Wayne Stinchcomb to our Adult Forum in May several St. John’s 

members asked if our congregation couldn’t become part of this effort.  On August 20th, Chaplain Lee met 
with our Church Council to sign the documents of agreement making St. John’s a “Partners in Care” 
congregation.  Two of our members will act as point of contact between St. John’s and the Army National 
Guard:  Nancy Fox and Jim Morrow. 
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What?   

   

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Rummage Sale donations are now being accepted.  
We need your donations and help to spread the word! 

Donations will be accepted between services as well as throughout the week by 
contacting the Church Office at 410-665-1234. If anyone needs a pick-up, please call 
Doug Meekin’s cell at 410-790-1790  or his home phone at 410-661-1716. 

Join us as we work together to sustain St. John’s for the future and give 
back to our community! 

Congregational Life (continued) 

When? Saturday, October 3rd 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

 

Clothes (gently used, clean, and without holes)  • Power 
tools (saws, drills, sanders, etc.)  • Sporting equipment 
(golf clubs, workout equipment) • Bicycles in good shape 
& ready to use (skates or skateboards) • Electronics 
(stereos, computers) • Toys & Games (no broken parts or 
missing pieces) • Household items (refrigerators, irons, 
dishes, glassware, nick-nacks, etc.) • Furniture (chairs, 
beds, tables, lamps) • Books (especially children’s books) 
• Gardening equipment (flower pots) • Jewelry (watches, 
rings) • Shoes or boots (new or excellent condition) • 
Appliances • Cameras or camera equipment • 
Miscellaneous items (wall hangings, quilts, bedding, clean 
linens, picture frames, clocks)  
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CE	  	  	  	  	  	  
CR	  	  
FH	  	  
K	  	  
SB	  
TO	  
YR	  

Christian	  Ed.	  Room	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Confirmation	  Room	  	  
Fellowship	  Hall	  	  
Kitchen	  
Smith	  Building	  
Tech	  Office	  
Youth	  Room	  

MR	  	  
P	  	  
PS	  	  
S	  	  

Music	  Room	  	  
Parlor	  	  
Preschool	  Room	  	  
Sanctuary	  
	  	  

	   	  	  

 

September 2015 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  
 

 1   7-8:15a AA  
SB 
 

 10a Conference  
      Pastors SB 
7:00 AA Group 
FH 
7:30 ALANON 
ChEd 

2 
9:30-1:30 Busy 
Bees SB  
12:00 Young at 
Heart FH 
6-9:00 pm Choirs 
MR 
6:30p Bible Study 
SB 
 

3     7-8:15a AA  
SB 
 

  
 
8-9p AA  FH 

4 
 

  
6-9 pm Sewing 

Guild SB 

5 
 

11a-8p 
Scrapbooking 

FH/K  
 
 

6    
One Service 
Sunday 
10:00 Worship 
Bring a Friend 
Sunday 
11am Hot Dog & 
Ice Cream 
Sundaes FH 
6:30 Balt Flute 
Choir SB 

7  Labor Day 
  (Office 
Closed) 
 
 5:00 Impact DUI   
SB 
6:30 AA  FH 

8    7-8:15a AA  
SB 
6 p Memorial Mtg 
ChEd 
7p Men in 
Mission YR 
7:00 Trinity Cir 
SB 
7:00 AA Group 
FH 
7:30 ALANON 
ChEd 
 

9 
9:30-1:30 Busy 
Bees SB 
  
6:30p Bible Study 
SB 
7:00 Stewardship 
CE 

10    7-8:15a AA  
SB 
 
 
7:00 Exec Mtg 
MR	  
8-9p AA  FH 
 
St. Ursula Back to 
School Night 7:00 

11 
 
 
 
St. Ursula Ice 
Cream Social 

12 
9a Men in 
Mission 

Breakfast FH 
 
 
 

Parkville Fair   

13 Celebration 
Sunday 
8:15 & 11 
Worship 
9:30 SS/AF/FM 
9:45 Handbells 
MR 
12:30 Lunch 
Bunch 
6:30 Balt Flute 
Choir SB 
 

14 
 
 
10:00 Bible Study 
SB 

  
5:00  Impact DUI  
SB 
6:30 AA  FH 

15   7-8:15a AA  
SB 
12:00 Ascension 
Cir SB  
7p Altar Guild SB 
 7p Men in 
Mission YR 
7:00 AA Group 
FH 
7:30 ALANON 
ChEd 

NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES DUE 

16 
9:30-1:30 Busy 
Bees SB 
 6-9:00 pm Choirs 
MR 
12:00 Wed Lunch 
Bunch 
6:00 Tech Mtg -
Tech ofc 
 

6:30p Bible Study 
SB 
 

17  7-8:15a AA  
SB 
10a Bible Study 
SB 
 
 

8-9p AA Group SB 

18   
  
10:30-1p AARP 
Mtg FH 
 
  

  

19 
 

St. Ursula 75thGala 
  

20  Healing 
Sunday 
8:15 & 11 
Worship 
9:30 SS/AF/FM 
9:45 Handbells 
MR 
6:30 Balt Flute 
Choir SB 

21 
10:00 Bible Study 
SB 
5:00 Impact DUI   
SB 

  
6:30 AA  FH  

22    7-8:15a 
AA  SB 
7p Men in 
Mission YR 
7:00 AA Group 
FH 
7:30 ALANON 
ChEd 

23 
9:30-1:30 Busy 
Bees SB 
   
6-9:00 pm Choirs 
MR 
 6:30p Bible Study 
SB 

7p Finance Mtg-
Budget Build ChEd 

 
 

24   7-8:15a AA  
SB 
10a Bible Study 
SB 
7:00 Council SB 
 
  8-9p AA Group 
FH 

25 
 
    
 

26 
8a-8p Prayer 
Vigil  for Call 
Process S 
 
6-11p Paint & Dip 

FH/K   

27 
8:15 & 11  
Worship 
 9:30 SS/AF/YF 
9:45 Handbells 
MR 
BLOCKED FOR 

RUMMAGE 
SALE SET UP 

  

28   
10:00 Bible Study   
  
BLOCKED FOR 

RUMMAGE 
SALE SET UP 

29  
6:30 Social Min 
Mtg MR 
7p Men in 
Mission YR 
BLOCKED FOR 

RUMMAGE 
SALE SET UP 

30 
6-9:00 pm Choirs 
MR 
6:30p Bible Study  
 

BLOCKED FOR 
RUMMAGE 

SALE SET UP 
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Worship Leaders Schedules--September 2015 

Donna McDonough is now the Coordinator for Assisting Ministers and will be forwarding “prayers 
of the church” to the assisting ministers on a regular basis.  If you would like to join the team of 

assisting ministers, please contact Donna. 
 

September Assisting Ministers  

Notes  
Lectors and Communion Assistants: If you cannot serve on your designated date, contact Sheila Bender, 
Lector/Communion Assistant Coordinator, at 410-592-3084. The church office will send out your reading.  
If you have not received your reading by the Wednesday before you are scheduled, please call the church 
office at 410-665-1234 or send an email to the church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org. The schedule is 
posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe.  
 
*Communion Assistants who did not lector- It is requested that you commune the Pastor and the Assisting 
Minister at the conclusion of communion.  Also, please fill the communion cups up at least 2/3 filled. 
 
This schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe. 
 
Acolytes: If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please use the Acolyte List to find a replacement. 
Contact Rachel Hills at 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as possible. 

DATE TIME LECTOR COMMUNION 
ASSISTANT CRUCIFIER ACOLYTE 

September 
6- One  
Service 
Sunday 

 
10:00 A.M. 

Tony 
Jasinski 
 

Tony Jasinski 
Judy Jasinski 
 

Nate Grisez 
 

Ryan Cummings 
 

September 
13 

8:15 A.M. Keith 
Duerling 

Keith Duerling 
Lisa Duerling 

Mara Wolfe Andrea Nufea 

11:00A.M. Rachel 
Hills 

Rachel Hills 
Shirley Snyder 

Hannah 
Houston 

Joshua Hills 
Kyle Cappucci 

September 
20 

8:15 A.M.  Kathleen 
Wiles 

Kathleen Wiles 
Lee Smith 

Autumn 
Winterling 

John Meyers 

11:00 A.M. Bonnie 
Spellman 

Bonnie Spellman 
Sue Addison 

Matthew Miller Noah Jones 
Katie Neal 

September 
27 

8:15 A.M. Karen 
Merrey 

Karen Merrey 
JoAnn Weiland 

Brandon Crites Abbie Coffman 

11:00 A.M. Claire 
Miller 

Claire Miller 
Laurie Krieger 

Corinne Brock Hayden Evans  
Jennifer Holland 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

8808 Harford Road  
Parkville, MD 21234 

Thanks Be to God!!! 

Stay Connected 
through St. John’s 

Social Media!   

We are just a few 
clicks away! 

Through the grace of God we D.A.R.E. to Hear the Story, Know the Story, Tell the Story, and Live the Story! 

"The pen is mightier than the sword.” I’m sure that when 
Edward Bulwer-Lytton wrote these words for his play in 
1839 that he didn’t imagine how they would resonate 
through time.   
Why is it that those simple words have so much meaning 
and power? It might be that we can say that the written 
word cuts more sharply than a sword and can have more 
impact on a life than shaped and sharpened metal.  
Often and more commonly today with advancements in 
technology and social media platforms, we as a people 
rely on the power behind words. There is strength 
behind words. There is richness in our pens, in our 
crooked chicken-scratch and fumbled texts that are 
modified (sometimes whether we like it or not) by pre-
loaded autocorrects.  
It is our written words that will be remembered just as 
we read the Bible to this day. We find solace in the 
written word, in His Word. We find support.  We find 
nourishment. We find Love with a capital “L” and learn 
that we can trust and dare, that God has a plan destined 
for us all—and all is good and as it’s meant to be. 
Now is the opportunity for us to spread His love as the 
world and His people are in need. Let’s use the strength 
and power of our words to impact change—even if it  

St. John’s The Herald 
The contents of this publication are intended for 
the non-profit use of our members and friends. 
Authorized permission needed for reproduction. 

Please submit all articles, information, 
and pictures for inclusion in St. John’s 
The Herald for the next edition for the 

month of October by  
September 15th to 

newsletter@stjohnsparkville.org.  
Anything received after this date will 
be included in the following month’s 

edition (November’s edition). 

starts with just one life or one change—large or 
small. Let’s put down our swords and instead raise 
in unison our pens or smartphones or whatever  
device of our liking and utilize our written words 
for good—and always in His name. 

 Ready with the pen cap off,    
The Heralder 


