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Pastor’s Paragraphs 

This has been a summer of extremes.  It has been a 

summer of much celebration and a summer of much loss 

and grief.  During all of the times, the happy and the sad, 

we remain confident of God’s presence, strength, mercy 

and love. 

We celebrated our partnership in God’s mission and 

ministry on June 18th with a wonderful Installation Worship 

Service and picnic.  In July, we shared with 100 children 

that God creates, helps, loves, calms and sends through 

our 2016 VBS “Surf Shack.”  The Council gathered, as lay 

and clergy leadership, sharing where we experienced 

God’s presence and honing our healthy leadership skills to 

partner with God as St. John’s moves forward into God’s 

preferred and promised future.  We prayed for and sent 16 

youth and four adult leaders to North Carolina to be the 

hands, feet and heart of God. We provided Blessing Bags 

for neighbors and for the Saturday breakfast at Hiss 

United Methodist Church.  At VBS, we collected for “food 

insecure” children at Carney Elementary so we can provide 

a weekend backpack of food for them when the 2016-2017 

school year begins.  We gathered to create Thrivent and 

Memorial Ministry team sponsored Worship Busy Bags for 

differently able children and we also blessed other 

churches with the bags.  We celebrated with some 

members their milestone birthdays. There is much for 

which to give thanks to God. 

However, it has not only been a summer of celebration.  It 

has been a summer of loss and grief. We gather as the 

church to support one another. Since April, nine members 

of St. John’s has died.  Also many members of St. John’s 

have had loved ones die; a parent, a son-in-law, a child, a 

significant loved one. We also have many people who have 

In this issue… 

Pastor’s Paragraphs …….. 1-2 

Notes from the Organ Bench 

Martha Requard….………..  3 

Thank You Notes ………….. 5 

Christmas Bazaar …………. 7 

VBS Update ……………….. 8 

Golf Tournament Update… 9 

Social Concerns …………..10 

Schedules 

Ushers……………………….. 2 

Lectors…………………….… 4 

Acolytes…………….…….…. 4 

Monthly Calendar………….. 7  

Special August days 

Birthdays, wedding 

anniversaries, and baptismal 

anniversaries……………..… 6 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

8808 Harford Road 

Parkville, MD 21234 

410-665-1234 

stjohnsparkville.org



St. John’s Herald !2

had accidents or have received challenging health news.  

We gather to BE the church and provide prayer and 

empathy. 

It has also been a summer of loss and grief for our city, our 

nation and world.  It seems every time there is a news feed 

somewhere on social media, there is a reporting of a new 

loss.  Whether it is Baltimore, Dallas, Baton Rogue, 

Orlando, Munich, Nice and the list goes on, there is a new 

report of violence and loss. 

In the midst of much joy in our community and in the 

midst of much sorrow in our faith community and in our 

greater community, we are called to BE the church.  We 

are called to prayer, to conversation with our neighbors

and to action.  May God grant us wisdom to BE the church 

in today’s world.  Please join me in the prayer.

The Peace Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace.                                                                                     

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon;                                                          

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope;                                                                      

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy.

O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so 

much seek to be consoled as to console;                                            

to be understood as to understand;                                                                                             

to be loved as to love;                                                                                                        

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;                                                               

it is in dying that we are born again to eternal life. Amen.

God’s blessings and my prayers, 

Past! Lesley

8:15 AM

Keith & Lisa Duerling, 

Wayne Byer

10:00 AM

Tony & Judy Jasinski, Sue 

Addison, Laurie Kreiger, 

Bonnie Spellman

August Ushers

Summer Fun at Hershey Park  

with St. John’s Youth

National Night Out

at St. John’s

August 2, 2016

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

Come join us for fun, 

games, refreshments, fire 

pit fun, and prizes!
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Notes from the Organ Bench 

During the weekend of June 18-19 we installed Reverend Lesley Radius as our minister. The service on the 

18th was wonderfully special in many ways. One of the young people asked why there were 7 ministers in 

the church, but actually there were 9 ministers at the service. It is truly special when you have that many 

ministers attending and taking part in a service that is not an official Synod activity. The choirs outdid 

themselves with their anthems. The Adults, Tweens and Children joined together to sing “Here I Am, 

Lord.”  

Because the choirs were singing their final anthem on June 19 I decided to make it easy on everyone and 

repeat “Here I Am, Lord.” What I surprise I received when I heard the first reading from Isaiah 65:1-9 and 

the phrase “here I am” again. As I said, the Lord takes care of the dumb and He takes care of me all of the 

time. I can only say that the anthem for June 19 was His choice. Thank you, Lord. 

As I listened to the lesson I realized that in Samuel, “here I am” is our response while in Isaiah, it is God 

who says, “here I am” as an invitation to us. Then I began thinking about this article. If God is offering 

Himself to us, there are plenty of things that we can do in response. One of them is worship. 

One of the articles in the June edition of LivingLutheran focused on the health benefits of singing hymns. 

Research is showing that when we sing together our breathing is guided-as we exhale while singing our 

heart rate is slowed. Singing God’s music together with our primary musical instrument (the voice) is an 

important way of giving back to God what He has given to us. And, as an added benefit, we are calming 

ourselves. This is a win-win situation! 

So, as August arrives and we begin thinking about our return to fall and routine, I offer several invitations. 

First, sing in worship! Sing the liturgy and the hymns. You should begin to feel both energized and relaxed. 

Second, considering joining the choir. You will be spending more time with the music, learning controlled 

breathing, and calming yourself twice during the week. And, as an added benefit, find that you are part of 

a group worshipping together. 

If you or a family member would rather join the Handbell, Tween Chimes, or Children’s choir, please let 

me know. The groups will begin rehearsing after Labor Day. There’s always room for one more in the 

choirs. Until next month,  

Keep Making a Joyful Noise,  

M"tha Requ"d  
Director of Music
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Date 8:15 AM 10:00 AM

8/7/16 No 8:15 service L    Lee Smith 

CA    Lee S. & Karen Merrey

8/14/16 L    JoAnn Weiland 

CA    JoAnn W. & Barb Berner

L    Amanda Portera 

CA    Amanda P. & Sharon Carletti

8/21/16 L    Charles Bender 

CA    Charles B. & Sheila Bender

L    Kathleen Wiles 

CA    Kathleen W. & Rachel Hills

8/28/16 L    Dave Ermer 

CA    Karen Ermer & Joan Kraft

L    Claire Miller 

CA    Claire M. & Shirley Snyder

Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule

If you cannot serve on your designated date, contact Sheila Bender (410 592-3084).  The Office 

will send out your readings by email. Call the church office (410-665-1234) if you do not receive 

it. *Communion Assistant who did not lector - you commune the Pastor and the Assisting 

Minister at the conclusion of communion. This schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin 

board in the Vestry where you robe. 

Thank you,  

Sheila Bend#  
Lector/Communion Assistant Coordinator

Date 8:15 AM 10:00 AM

8/7/16 No 8:15 service Corinne Brock (C) 

Noah Jones

8/14/16 Ryan Cummings (C) 

Molly Cummings

Hannah Houston (C) 

Michael Rash

8/21/16 Autumn Winterling (C) 

John Meyers

Joshua Hills (C) 

Megan Morrissey

8/28/16 Andrea Nufea (C) 

Kayla Tilton

Hayden Evans (C) 

Ava Mueller

Acolyte Schedule

If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please use the Acolyte List to find a 

replacement.  Contact Rachel Hills at 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as 

possible. Thank you!
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Many thanks to our friends for the 

beautiful cards and messages of love 

shown to us during our recent loss of 

Murhl. 

Thank you from

The Bau# family

Thank you to all that made the 

Installation Worship Service and 

Picnic on June 18th such a 

wonderful celebration.  It was a 

day when we gathered together as 

God’s church to give thanks and 

share our gifts to the glory of God.  

Thank you also for all of the 

welcoming gifts I have received.  I 

am truly blessed to be a partner 

with you in sharing God’s Good 

News in Parkville and beyond.  I 

look forward to many years 

together with you to be about 

God’s mission and ministry. 

God’s blessings and my prayers 

and thanks, 

Past! Lesley

Please join the Council in thanking Donna McDonough for 

volunteering as the Interim Editor of the St. John’s Herald for 

these past many months.  She faithfully kept us at St. John’s 

in the news loop.  If you see Donna, please thank her.  

Presently, our newsletter is being edited and produced by 

Emma Priesendorf. Articles may be emailed to 

emma.priesendorf@gmail.com or 

newsletter@stjohnsparkville.org. In the very near future, we 

will be forming St. John’s Communications Ministry team to 

develop and execute a communications strategy for our 

church.  If you are interested in helping on this ministry team, 

please let Pastor Lesley know at 

pastorlesley@stjohnsparkville.org.

Youth Mission 
Trip 2016 

Thank you to the 

youth and 

leaders who 

spent a week in 

North Carolina — 

June 26th through July 1 — helping on a house, helping at a 

Kid's Club and other ways which they were the hands and feet 

of Christ. Thank you for showing us how to BE the church,

The St. John’s C$%egati$
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8/2 Shanley Businsky 

8/2 Suzanne Wenneson  

8/3 Jack Bennett  

8/4 Melissa Garrett  

8/4 Abby McEvers  

8/4 Deborah Parrish  

8/5 Kermit Cummings  

8/6 Olivia Platt  

8/7 Christopher Wenderoth  

8/7 Rebecca Zimmer  

8/8 Carl Haacke  

8/8 Kerry Hospelhorn  

8/9 Alec Brock  

8/9 Lindsay Meyers  

8/9 Julie Pickett  

8/10 Anne Suznick  

8/11 Lucas Kempa  

8/11 Elaine Turek  

 Happy 95th!  

8/12 Finley Kirkpatrick  

8/13 Amanda Wood  

8/14 James Denk  

8/14 Zachary Hills 

8/15 Kimberly Finnin 

8/15 Debra Haacke  

8/15 Noah Jones  

8/15 Sheri Klein 

8/16 Annie Bennett  

8/17 Austin Flagle 

8/17 Heather Gamber  

8/17 Charles Jones  

8/17 Michael Lancelotta  

8/19 Austin Houston 

8/19 Evan Lipka  

8/19 Samantha Little  

8/19 Adam Stiles  

8/20 David Ermer  

8/20 Juliana Hastings  

8/20 Jazmin McKee  

8/20 Jessica Merrey  

8/20 Mary Pulket  

8/21 Isaac Jewell  

8/22 Mark Fitch  

8/22 Kurtis Sommer  

8/23 Axel Gibbons 

8/23 John Meyers, Jr.  

8/24 Thomas Gamber  

8/26 Michael Buckless  

8/26 Randi Burkhardt  

8/26 Terri Meekins  

8/26 Roland Randall, Jr.  

 Happy 92nd!  

8/26 Chad Votta, Jr.  

8/26 Karen Watts  

8/28 Keith Derrickson  

8/29 Rayven Collinsworth  

8/29 Amy Schindler  

8/29 Michael Vogtman  

8/30 Riley Baker  

8/30 Bradford Nicholson  

8/31 Franklin Curnoles  

8/31 Sandra Scott

August Birthdays

8/0 Virginia Wehr  

8/0 Robert Spellman  

8/2 Allison Meyers 

8/8 Brynn Snyder-Mitchell  

8/9 Jordan Glassband  

8/10 Nathaniel Grisez  

8/16 Kirsten Miller 

8/16 Elizabeth Ermer  

8/17 Nicole Hurn  

8/17 Brody Evans 

8/18 Melissa Garrett  

8/18 Carlyn Wiles 

8/19 Stephanie Bender  

8/20 David Fitch, Jr.  

8/22 Leah Miller  

8/22 John Meyers III  

8/23 Gary Burkhardt, Jr.  

8/24 Nicholas Billman  

8/24 Roman Gomez  

8/26 Brooke DeWitt  

8/28 Matthew DeWitt  

8/28 Ryan DeWitt  

8/30 Samantha Zimmer  

8/31 Elias Nicholson

August Baptismal Anniversaries

8/4/2009 Candi & Chad Votta, Sr.  

8/3/2007 Roy & Sheri Klein  

8/4/1944 Roland & Virginia Randall, Jr. (72nd)  

8/4/2001 Melissa & Matt DeWitt  

8/5/1967 Linda & Dennis Anderson 

8/6/2011 Katrena & William Collinsworth  

8/7/1982 Stew & Brenda Graf  

8/7/2004 Mandy & Rob Gray

August Wedding Anniversaries
8/8/1992 Keith & Lisa Duerling  

8/21/1955 John & Ruth Winebrenner (61st)  

8/21/2004 Tammy & Dana Heyl  

8/21/2005 Dan & Leah Menges  

8/26/2011 Erin & Scott Dougherty  

8/28/1955 Bob & MaryLynn Lentz (61st)  

8/28/1999 James & Patricia Denk  

8/29/1953 Thomas & Marion McDonough (63rd)
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Black ! normal; Red ! special Worship; Purple ! special events; Green ! outside St. John’s events; 

Blue ! outside groups; Brown ! St. Ursula events; Pink ! Pastor’s events; Maroon ! Preschool events

Monthly Calendar

St. John’s 37th Annual Christmas Bazaar 
Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held this year on Saturday, November 12th from 

9 am - 2 pm. Parishioners interested in displaying in our Crafter's Room should 

contact me for more information and a contract. Past Participants can expect a 

mailing from me the first week in September. Spaces are $10.00 each OR $15.00 for 

a space with a table. Tables are limited, so please respond early.

B$nie Spellman, Room Coordinator

410-661-5351  |   babeface10@comcast.net
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Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you!  Saying 

thanks once would not be enough to express 

my deep gratitude to all who helped make 

2016 VBS “Surf Shack-Catching the Wave of 

God’s Amazing Love,” a smashing success.  

Thank you to Kathleen Wiles, Leah Miller and 

Debbie Haacke who spearheaded the 2016 

VBS.  Thank you to all of the teachers, station 

leaders and support staff for your dedication to 

our “Surfers,” making sure they felt God’s love 

while having a wonderful time.  I overheard a 

parent, after the closing Worship say, “We 

attend a lot of different VBS programs 

throughout the summer and this is the best 

one.” Thank you for making that a very true 

statement. We are privileged to have told and 

showed so many children in our community 

that God creates, calms, helps, loves, and 

sends us all. May God bless you for being the 

messenger of such Good News.  

God’s blessings, my prayers and thanks, 

Past! Lesley

As a rookie VBS director, I was worried and nervous 

about how this week would go. Would the volunteers 

show up?  Would we have enough supplies? Would 

the kids have a good time?  And most importantly, 

are we doing a good job spreading God’s word? I 

really shouldn’t have worried because I would say we 

were a rousing success!  Not only did the volunteers 

show an amazing joy and dedication, the message of 

God’s love was clear and positive.  The kids learned a 

lot and had fun.  This fun and important ministry 

would not be possible without the help and behind 

the scenes efforts of so many people.  Thanks to all 

of you who helped in big ways and small.   

“Shaka” surfer dudes and dudettes! 

Kathleen Wiles
VBS Director 2016

July 11- 15, 2016

Surf Shack 
Vacation Bible 

School
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The 27th Annual St. John’s golf tournament was held on a beautiful Monday morning 

in Hampstead, Maryland at Oakmont Green golf course.  In addition to providing an 

enjoyable day of fun and fellowship, we raised $1,030.50 to support St. John’s.  The 

funds are intended to help defray the costs to fix the water problems on the south 

side of the church building, or, at the discretion of the council, used otherwise to 

support St. John’s and its mission. 

This year’s big winner’s were:

David Roberts    Low net score  Jeremy McDonough    Low gross score 

Please be sure to thank (and patronize) the people and businesses who helped to make our outing a 

success:

Pastor Lesley Radius (whose intercession, no doubt, was responsible for the great weather)

Thrivent ($250 action grant)   Ed Mueller and Mueller’s Deli

Eric Brock and Sparrows Point Country Club Hunt Valley Country Club 

Winter’s Run Golf Club Jeremy McDonough and CIS Realty 

Cathy Jacobs and Terri Meekins   Bill & Bonnie Rodgers

(Our Thrivent reps & 

refreshment cart girls)

Woodcroft Exxon    Parkville Service Center 

Utz Potato Chip Company   Leonard Paper Company

Financial Report 

 Receipts 

Registrations       3080.00 

Raffle          445.00 

Grant          250.00 

 Total       3785.00 

Expenses 

Oakmont Green     2360.50 

 Prizes          250.00  

Refunds          145.00 

 Total Expense        -  2755.50

NET PROCEEDS $1030.50

Pappas Restaurant

St. John’s Golf Tournament Report
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Proverbs 19:7

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for hid deed”

God implores us to help those who are less 
fortunate than ourselves.  When Social Ministry 
met last April we discussed some more ways 
that we could reach out and help the less 

fortunate in our community.  

One idea that we all embraced was to contact 
our local elementary school and see how many 
homeless children they had and if they would 
accept our help.  Our idea was to pack a food 
bag for them to carry home on Friday afternoon 
filled with enough food to ensure that they 
would eat over the weekend.  

Carney Elementary has accepted our offer and identified approximately 15 homeless children. 
We have made this commitment for the upcoming school year. Thanks to a Thrivent grant and 
the children who attended VBS, we feel we have enough food to get through the first month.  
We are going back to our schedule of requesting donations for our different ongoing projects.   

✦ The first Sunday of the month will be “Noisy can” Sunday where we ask you to throw 
a little lose change into a can.    

✦ The second Sunday will continue to be the Sunday we collect for the food pantry and 
you will find a wicker basket in the front of the church where you can place the 
grocery items.  

✦ The third Sunday will now become the Sunday we collect for the “at risk” children of 
Carney Elementary.  There will be a designated collection box on the second and 
third floor landing. Some items we need are:  packages of peanut butter, tuna fish or 
chicken salad and cracker kits, jello cups, fruit cups, cereal and milk. Please keep in 
mind that we need one serving portions. Keep in mind that we want items to have 
some nutritional value and that these children may not have access to refrigeration, 
stoves or can openers. It may sound like a daunting task to find, but several of us 
have been out looking around and discovered that many of these foods can be 
purchased at the Dollar Store and also many of the local grocery stores carry 
individual serving sizes inexpensively.  

✦ Our fourth Sunday is the Sunday designated for collecting items so that we can 
continue making “Blessing” bags. There is a designated box on the second floor 
landing for these items. If you don’t yet have one in your car, you can pick one up 
under the coat racks outside the narthex.

From the Social Concerns Ministry Team…


