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Pastor’s Paragraphs 
Here I am Lord, Send Me is one of my favorite hymns.  It is 
a call and response hymn.  We hear God speak of the 
needs of God’s world, and we respond that we will go, if 
God leads us.  At my church in Tallahassee, FL, that I 
attended before seminary, on Shrove or Pancake Tuesday, 
we would sing another response to that hymn. We would 
ask God to send the other person, not us. Of course, we 
sang the alternative response with a smile on our faces, 
but I believe there really was some truth to the 
alternative response.  Let’s be honest.  Sometimes 
wouldn’t it be so much easier if God would send someone 
else? 

If you look at churches across the nation, I think the 
Shrove Tuesday response might be more prevalent than 
the written response in the hymn book.  When people are 
asked if they will do God’s work, with their hands, many 
respond they have done the work in the past and it is 
someone else’s time to do the work.  Sometimes people 
respond they don’t have time.  The reasons are varied, but 
the results are the same.  Churches have a few people 
trying to do the work of God that was intended to be 
done by many.  Sometimes those that are trying to carry 
the load burn out and maybe even drop out of church. 

Are we at St. John’s all responding, “Here I am Lord, send 
me,” or are we in our absence or refusal to help really 
saying send someone else?  This question is an important 
question in the life of St. John’s.  There are many 
opportunities to plug into God’s mission and ministry at 
St. John’s and for us to be a vibrant Gospel telling and 
living community we need everyone to say “Here I am, 
send me.” You don’t need to say yes to every ministry 
team or every event.  However, if you could help with one 
team, think of what we would accomplish of God’s work. 
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You may not be aware that three ministry teams with 
duties described in the Constitution have only one 
member on each Ministry Team: Christian Education, 
Property, and Evangelism.  These are very important 
Ministry Teams for the health and vitalization of our 
congregation.  Christian Education helps to shape and 
form us as disciples and followers of our Lord and Savior. 
Evangelism reaches out to those in our community to 
proclaim the most amazing news, Jesus loves us.  
Property helps to maintain the resources that God has 
granted us for mission and ministry. Many other 
Ministry Teams have only a few people helping to do 
God’s Work with Our Hands.  How are you inclined to 
respond to this information? Would you like to help on 
one of these Ministry Teams? 

Recently many of you have asked how I am feeling.  
When I respond that doctors have recommended that I 
not work more than 40 hours per week so I have a 
chance to heal, many of you have said that I need to do 
that. Thank you for that response. However, I am 
struggling with making that happen because there is so 
much work to do.  There are so many great things 
happening at St. John’s like the “Food for Thought” 
program, helping 15 kids have meals on the weekend, an 
expanded Caring Friends program that reaches Seniors 
with more opportunities to connect with one another, 
task forces that are finding ways for us to be resourceful 
stewards of God’s gifts and the list goes on and on. 

The People of St. John’s can help me to accomplish 
reducing my work hours by responding, “Here I am Lord, 
send me.  I will go, if you lead me.” All we need is you to 
say yes to do at least one new thing. We have so many 
opportunities to be the church, proclaiming in word and 
deed the life giving news that Jesus loves us.  I pray you 
will be a part of these opportunities.  We have much to 
do and we need your help.  Where would you like to 
serve as you say yes to God?       

God’s blessings and my prayers,  
Pastor Lesley

Men in 
Mission 
The Men-in-Mission 
will gather for 
breakfast in June at 
the Church of the 
Brethren on Long 
Green Road at 9:00 on 
Saturday, June 10th.  

Our last meeting for 
this spring will take 
place on Tuesday, June 
13th. We will resume 
meeting in September. 

Happy Father’s Day, 
and have a nice 
summer! 

Keith Duerling

11:00 am 

Bill and Diane 
Carroll, Janet Roth, 
Sue Wenneson,  
Carl Greensfelder 
and Kathleen Wiles

June Ushers

8:15 am 

David Kocan, 
Keith and Lisa 
Duerling
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575 South Charles Street, Suite 202 y Baltimore, Maryland 21201 y 410-230-2860 y demdsynod.org 

10 May 2017 

Dear Sisters and Brothers at St. John’s Church, 

Grace, mercy and peace be with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I had the privilege of meeting with your Pastor and Mutual Ministry Chair just a day ago and I give 
thanks for Pastor Lesley’s fine ministry among you this last year. St. John’s is showing signs of 
stabilizing and some modest growth – a tremendous sign of God’s blessing in a fast-changing culture and 
world. 

The purpose of my visit was to talk about how to move St. John’s forward as we think about an 
empowered laity and the ministry we share as the priesthood of all believers. This is critical to St. John’s 
for a future with greater vitality and growth. We were able to begin the planning process for that work, 
with some concrete steps to propose to the Congregation Council. 

However, one of my concerns after having spoken with your Pastor and Mutual Ministry Chair, is that 
Pastor Lesley’s health is, in my judgement, impaired.  

Since her recent hospitalization, Pastor Lesley’s duties have impeded her ability to completely recover. 
Her natural inclination to go when called on, and to go beyond the expectations we have for length and 
breadth of work is a great gift that we all appreciate. Nevertheless, her blood oxygen is still lower than 
where her doctors would like it to be, her energy levels are not at full strength and her body is still slow in 
its recovery from her severe bronchitis, sinusitis, tachycardia and subsequent hospitalization. Couple that 
with the heavy work load – that was, for many years covered by two pastors and sometimes a seminary 
intern, as we well – the circumstances have not been conducive to effective rest and healing. 

With her doctors’ advice and counsel, and with the support of the Mutual Ministry chair, I have 
compelled Pastor Lesley to take a month off, beginning June 11, 2017 and concluding July 11, 2017, to 
attend to her health.  

Let me be clear, this is not vacation, nor is it continuing education – it’s a type of short-term disability so 
that we can act proactively to preserve her health and service to the body of Christ. Her Letter of Call, 
which both your Congregation Council and congregation voted to extend provides for short-term 
disability leave for a circumstance precisely like this one. In the month of leave, Pastor Lesley will not be 
available for any pastoral acts or ministry. No funerals, no visitations, no preaching, etc. Her entire focus 
will be on self-care and restoring her health. I have asked that she spend at least half of that time away 
from the parsonage so to promote healing and disengagement for the duration of that leave.  

I will identify a pastor to cover St. John’s pulpit and emergencies for the month and work with the 
Congregation Council to seek their approval and support.  

St. John’s greatest asset is the people of the congregation; but I know many of you who have been a part 
of this community for some time will agree, Pastor Lesley’s ministry is an important asset, too. I 
appreciate your prayers and support as we seek to support and encourage her to greater health and 
restored vitality. I join you in prayer and will make myself available to help cover emergencies, as well. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl, Jr., Bishop 
Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA 

Delaware-Maryland Synod 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Have you ever had a plan changed? Although you knew it was a better plan and you 
were certain it was part of God’s plan, you were hesitant. However, despite your 
discomfort, you faithfully followed because you knew God had and has a preferred 
and promised future for you and you believe, as much as you didn’t want to admit it, 
this revised plan was part of that promised future. 

Well, this happened to me on Tuesday, May 9th.  Tuesday evening, Bishop Gohl, 
Shirley Snyder, Chair of Mutual Ministry, and I met to talk about God’s preferred and 
promised future for St. John’s.  We talked about next steps as we continue to be made 
new by God’s love, grace and mercy.  Shirley and I had some recommendations that 
the Mutual Ministry team and I had crafted to balance out the work load of St. John’s. 
While the Bishop agreed with our assessment and even some of our 
recommendations, he had another item on his agenda. 

Here is where the change of plans comes into play for me.  The Bishop placed me on 
sabbatical from June 11, 2017 through July 11, 2017. By beginning this sabbatical June 
11th, it gives the Bishop time to find pulpit supply and coverage for pastoral 
emergencies and gives me time to preside at Confirmation on June 4th and a wedding 
on June 10th.  Before I go on sabbatical, I will be trying to keep my hours to the 40 
hours per week which the doctors have recommended to help aid in my recovery. 
(My average work week for the past year has been approximately 70-80 hours per 
week.) 

The Bishop believes that I will not be able to recover strong and quickly if I continue 
to try to balance serving the mission and ministry needs of St. John’s with my own 
need to restore my health.  He is excited about where he sees St. John’s going and he 
believes we can do it best if all of us are at our strongest and healthiest. I am praying 
God will allow me to serve with you at St. John’s for many years and do it in a healthy 
and balanced way. As much as I debated with the Bishop when he first told me about 
this sabbatical time, in retrospect, I know he is right in his actions and I can see God’s 
hand in this plan.
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During this sabbatical time, the only thing I am allowed to do, regarding St. John’s, is to 
pray for you.  As I do each and every day, I will continue to keep you all in my prayers.  
Bishop Gohl said I am also allowed to read about “church stuff.”  One of the books I will 
be reading is Rebuilt. It is about a Catholic church in Baltimore that was transformed 
from near death to renewed life.  If you would like to read it also, check out 
www.goodreads.com/book/show/17437031-rebuilt.  I think it will be a good read and a 
good place to start discussions when I return from the sabbatical. 

One of my favorite authors, Sister Joyce Rupp, is leading a Boundless Compassion Retreat 
near Omaha, Nebraska, June 11 through June 15.  After attending the retreat, I plan to 
connect with friends and to spend time remembering my Mom, Marie.  Because of the 
busyness of my schedule, I haven’t had time to really mourn her death and this sabbatical is 
giving me that gift.  I will then return to Baltimore to meet with a pulmonologist to make 
sure my lungs are recovering and find new ways to maintain lung health.  I also will use 
the time just to rest, reflect, and renew.  

I will be back for Vacation Bible School July 17-21, Hero Central, as together we discover our 
strength in God and for me, celebrate that my physical strength will be returned. While I 
am gone, the Bishop will arrange for pulpit supply and coverage for pastoral emergencies.  
He has even offered to make himself available for pastoral care when and if the need arises. 

During this time, I pray you will continue to be about God’s work with your hands. 
Please continue to pray, think and talk together of how we will walk boldly into God’s 
preferred and promised future.  I am excited about building on these discussions 
when I return. 

God’s blessings, my prayers and thanks, 

Rev. Lesley M. Radius

The Mutual Ministry Team understands there might be some concerns about the functioning 
of St. John's during Pastor Lesley's sabbatical. Please be assured that all will be well. We have 
the support of the Bishop as well as the Supply Pastor who will be leading our worship 
services and will be available for emergencies.  

If you have any questions or concerns that the Mutual Ministry committee can help you with, 
please don't hesitate to be in touch with one of us. The members are: 

Shirley Snyder, chairman - shirleylsnyder@comcast.net 

Jennifer Brock, Shelby Haacke, John Stevens, and Kathleen Wiles 

Please pray for Pastor Lesley during this time of her sabbatical as we look forward to her 
return on July 12th with her health restored.  

Blessings, 

Shirley Snyder

mailto:shirleylsnyder@comcast.net%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:shirleylsnyder@comcast.net%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17437031-rebuilt
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17437031-rebuilt
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Notes from the Organ Bench 
I can’t believe that June is almost here and the school year is 
coming to an end. My grandson is finishing 3 year preschool. 
One more year and he begins kindergarten and Emma begins preschool. 
Where has the time gone? I am thoroughly enjoying every minute with them. An old 
advertisement sums up my wishes; “If they would only stay little till their Carter’s wear out.” 
Wouldn’t it be lovely? Alas, that is not the case, so I treasure the memories.  

The choir year is also coming to an end and this has been a wonderful musical year. Every 
one of choirs added new members. The Tween Hand Chime Choir accomplished great 
things. The children say that they are all planning to return in the fall, so I can’t wait to see 
what happens!  

One of the best-known songs from the musical, Porgy and Bess, was “Summertime.” The 
opening line goes, “Summertime, and the living is easy.” Being a student and then a teacher, 
I always looked forward to summertime and the freedom that it brought. As a child I could 
play and read. As a college student the summers were filled with temporary jobs. As a 
teacher and mother I had the time to catch up on projects around the house, take courses 
and spend a day each week doing whatever the children wanted to do. I loved my summers. 
Now that I am retired, I don’t notice much difference, except that the choirs don’t meet. 
One difference that I enjoy at St. John’s is the summer worship time. I love being able to 
leave church before Noon on Sundays. I love the summer liturgy. I love the patriotic sing-
along in July.  

This summer we are adding two more sing-alongs. At 9:15 on Sunday July 16 and August 
20 we will be singing favorite hymns. As the Lutheran hymnal has evolved, some of our 
favorites (“Amazing Grace”) are included and some (“In the Garden”) are not. If you have a 
favorite that you would like included in our events, please let me know. We will sing and 
learn about the background of these hymns. 

Throughout the summer, I hope to see you at worship and at one of our sing-alongs. Until 
next month, keep 

Making a Joyful Noise, 
Martha Requard 
Director of Music

To let me know of your favorite hymn, use the bottom tear-off and turn it in on Sunday, OR 
send me a message at mrequard1@gmail.com, OR fill out the insert in the bulletin. 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

My favorite hymn is ________________________________________________________________.

Please include it in one of the sing-alongs. 

Thanks!     

mailto:mrequard1@gmail.com
mailto:mrequard1@gmail.com
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Date 8:15 am 11:00 am

6/4 Kayla Tilton (C) 
Giavanna Tilton

Michael Rash (C) 
Molly Cummings 
Ava Mueller

6/11 Andrea Nufea (C) 
Sophia Shull

Hayden Evans (C) 
Marissa Evans

6/18 One Service - 10:00 am 
Noah Jones (C)       Joshua Hills

6/25 One Service - 10:00 am 
Jennifer Holland (C)       Garrett Morgan

Acolyte Schedule

If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please use the Acolyte List to find a 
replacement.  Contact Rachel Hills at 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as 
possible. Thank you!

New Summer Worship Schedule 

Ever wonder who goes to the other service on Sunday?  Do you miss not getting to talk 
to a friend that you made in Adult Forum or on a ministry team?  For the summer, 
starting June 18 through September 3, we will be worshiping as a joint faith 
community at one 10:00 am worship service.  

This will give us the opportunity to sing together, pray together and hear God's word 
together and be reminded in a very visible way that we are One Body of Christ at St. 
John's.  This summer schedule is just an expansion of the Once a Month Sunday 
Worship which we have done in the past After the summer worship experiment, the 
Worship and Music Ministry Team will review the worship services to determine if we 
will continue the one service schedule in future summer seasons. 

One worship service also allows us to do some additional celebrations such as a Hymn 
Sing Along, building off the one service celebrations that we already have like Apple Pie 
Sunday, Patriotic Hymn Sing on July 2, Hot Dog Sunday on August 6 and Ice Cream 
Sundae Sunday on September 3. On July 16th and August 20th, from 9:15 am-9:45 am, 
we will gather to sing our favorite hymns. Martha will be asking for suggestions and she 
will prepare a brief description of the hymns and then together we will boldly sing our 
beloved hymns. 
See you at our Summer Worship Opportunities. Please invite a friend - it will be a great 
time to give honor, praise and worship to our steadfast and loving God.
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Date 8:15 am 11:00 am

6/4 L   JoAnn Weiland
CA   JoAnn Weiland & Joan Kraft

L   Ed Ford 
CA   Ed Ford & Nancy Ford

6/11 L    Jim Morrow
CA    Jim Morrow & Barb Berner

L    Laurie Krieger
CA    Laurie Krieger & Amanda Portera

6/18 10:00 am          L  Claire Miller        CA  Claire Miller & Shirley Snyder

6/25 10:00 am          L  Donna Nicholson        CA  Sharon Carletti & Rachel Hills

Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule

If you cannot serve on your designated date, contact Sheila Bender (410 592-3084).  The Office 
will send out your readings by email. Call the church office (410-665-1234) if you do not 
receive it. Communion Assistant who did not lector - you commune the Pastor and the 
Assisting Minister at the conclusion of communion. This schedule is posted monthly on the 
bulletin board in the Vestry where you robe. 

Thank you, 
Sheila Bender 
Lector/Communion Assistant Coordinator

Let’s Go O’s! 
St. John’s is going crazy for the Birds and raising money at the same 
time.  This season we will be selling Orioles Ticket Vouchers for $15 
each.  Vouchers can be redeemed at the Orioles Box Office 

windows in advance or on the day of game.  If it’s a Value game it is 
redeemable for a Lower Reserve ticket; a Classic game is redeemable for an Upper 
Reserve ticket; a Select game is redeemable for a LF Upper Reserve ticket.  Want a better 
seat? No problem, the voucher can be credited towards $10 of your upgraded ticket 
purchase. 

Vouchers are only good for 2017 home games (Value, Classic, or Select).  You have 63 
games all season long from which to choose.  St John’s will earn $5 for each voucher 
sold and will go towards the General Fund. 

For vouchers or more information, see Chris Hills.
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Please remember the following individuals in your prayers:
For health & healing
Betty Glassband, Ed Mueller, Lou Gerber, Keri Magness, Kim Townsley, Pat Hurley, Rob Gray, David 
Vogtman, Mildred Schaffer, Erin Scarborough, Mark Vaught, Clara Westphal, Leroy Hohne, John 
Winebrenner, Debbie Miller, Amanda Portera, Pat Becker 

For family & friends  
Gerri Peterson, June Saby, Kaylyn Klinedinst, Trisha Ryder, Rick Arecco, Jodie Albrecht, Patty 
Hudson, Ron Morrow, Kathyrn Hart, Donna Baumgen, Megan Hall, Jimmie Hirth, The Fowler Family, 
Rick Arecco, Rev. Richard Manning  

For the military and their families  
Brandan Hartmann, Capt. Christopher H. Hall, Brian Hedges, Chaplain Chris Frigm 
… and all those in harm’s way.
  

For those grieving - family & friends of 
Linda Bradley, Patricia Downey, Berdella Antonson, Dan Ehm, John Funk, Warren Dell 

Homebound  members 
Trudy Anderson, Richard & Alma Arnold, Evelyn Bauer, Mil Baxter, Alice Belth, Agatha Biensach-
Daniels, George Cooper, Mary Curnoles, Norma DeMarino, Ruth Derrickson, Ronald & Jane Gibson, 
Betty Glassband, Paul Huber, Paul Insley, Eddie Kempske, Betty Kiima, Bunny Kucharski, John Lotterer, 
Evelyn McGuire, Jerry Mead, Estelle Nelson, Ann Oakes, Patrick O’Connell, Edie Petr, Virginia Randall, 
Mary Ann Reek, Mildred Schaffer, Mary Sigmon, Gerry Stipek, Cass Tracey, Helen Vaccarino, Emma 
Volz, Doris Warfield, Clara Westphal, John Winebrenner, Fran Wolinski 

How do I add someone to our congregation’s prayer list? 
Write their name and information on the “Sunday Secretary” sheet in the narthex/lobby adjacent to the 
back doors of the Sanctuary OR email the church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org 

Please note: 
Names on the “family and friends” and “those grieving” lists are removed after six weeks unless you update 
the pastor or the church office. You may always request that someone’s name be added if special prayers 
are needed. Please be sure to get permission from your family/friends to add their names. Remember that 
not everyone is comfortable sharing prayer concerns publicly. Thank you!

Calling all Graduates… 
Please email the name(s) of your 2017 
Graduates to the Church Office 
at office@stjohnsparkville.org so we may 
include your graduate in our prayers at worship 
on June 11th.  We also hope they will be at 
worship on June 11th so we may present them 
with a small token of our thoughts as prayers as 
they move on with their life's journey.

mailto:office@stjohnsparkville.org
mailto:office@stjohnsparkville.org
mailto:office@stjohnsparkville.org
mailto:office@stjohnsparkville.org
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June Birthdays

June Wedding Anniversaries

6/1 Preston Ermer 
6/1 Brody Evans 
6/1 Karen Ford 
6/1 Kaylyn Klinedinst 
6/1 John Snapp, III 
6/1 Susan Willem 
6/2 Brad Schramek 
6/4 Jack Gerber 
6/4 Robert Ruth 
6/4 Kathleen Wiles 
6/5 Marcie Ermer 
6/5 John Kraft 
6/5 Katherine Schwartz-
Mitchell 
6/5 Amanda Weeks 
6/5 Valerie Wisniewski 
6/6 Nathan Shindel 
6/8 June Hindle 
6/9 Grant Kellner 
6/9 Taylor Retkowski 

6/10 Aria Rozankowski 
6/10 Virginia Wehr 
6/11 Keith Duerling 
6/11 Charlotte Reek 
6/11 Joseph Retkowski 
6/11 Carlyn Wiles 
6/12 Stephanie Platt 
6/12 Kendra Snapp 
6/13 Jennifer Brock 
6/14 Linda Anderson 
6/14 Judy Jasinski 
6/14 Leona Morrow (80) 
6/14 Scott Neal 
6/14 Evelyn Senft 
6/14 Randy Wolfe 
6/15 Mark Hofmann Jr 
6/16 Cheryl Lindberg 
6/16 Glenn Porter 
6/16 Sadie Snapp 
6/17 David Evans 

6/17 Robert Henschen, Jr. 
6/18 Debbie Dawson 
6/20 Matthew Weeks 
6/21 Emily Meekins 
6/22 Abigail Coffman 
6/22 Candy Maxwell 
6/23 Melissa DeWitt 
6/24 Landry Evans 
6/26 Cindy Burt 
6/26 Laura Krieger 
6/27 Gary Burkhardt, Jr. 
6/27 Elizabeth Calise 
6/27 James Hedgespeth 
(90) 
6/28 Ann Mackebee 
6/28 Bett Murphy 
6/28 David Nash 
6/28 Edie Petr (91) 
6/29 Patricia Becker 
6/30 Audrey Lentz (97) 

6/2/2006 Nicole & Brett Francus 
6/4/1955 Edward & Barbara Mueller (62nd) 
6/5/1960 Patricia & Bud Hurley  
6/10/1961 Shirley & Donald Snyder 
6/10/1973 Larry & Sue Addison 
6/14/1997 Kira & Steve Shull 
6/14/2001 Leona & Jim Morrow 
6/14/2014 Brenda & Thomas Lawn 
6/15/2002 Debbie & Steven Dawson 
6/17/1995 Jennifer & Erick Brock  

6/18/1960 Paul & Charlotte Huber 
6/19/1948 Ells & Mildred Weant (69th) 
6/19/2004 Katie & Anthony Calise 
6/22/2007 Heather & Thomas Gamber 
6/22/2012 Kelsey & Jonathan Graf 
6/25/1983 Bill & Bonnie Rogers 
6/27/2003 Bill & Angela Ford 
6/27/2015 Evans, David & Kate Evans 
6/27/2015 Andrew & Melissa Burkhardt 
6/28/1959 John & Joan Kraft

6/ Nicholas Schwab 
6/2 Mary Sigmon 
6/3 Savannah Pohlman 
6/5 Gunnar Gibbons 
6/5 Paxton Platt 
6/6 Doris Rye 
6/7 Madelyn Wager 
6/7 Bradley Hartmann 
6/7 Madeleine Wood 
6/8 Mildred Baxter 
6/8 Patricia Sollanek 
6/8 Hayden Evans 
6/8 Gabrielle Tindall 
6/9 Axel Gibbons 

6/10 Julie Perzan 
6/10 Kaitlyn Wisniewski 
6/12 Annemarie Sova 
6/12 Genoa Hartmann 
6/12 Adam Stiles 
6/14 Milton Dutcher 
6/14 Brooke Retkowski 
6/14 Nora Collinsworth 
6/17 Jennifer Holland 
6/17 Ryan Cummings 
6/17 Jackson Wood 
6/18 Shirley Snyder 
6/21 Kevin Wisniewski 
6/22 Austin Houston 

6/22 Hannah Houston 
6/22 Olivia Platt 
6/23 Daniel Gerber 
6/23 Connor Magness 
6/24 Kimberly Lott 
6/26 Maija Kamp 
6/26 Benjamin 
McDonough 
6/27 Jennifer Schwartz-
Mitchell 
6/27 Brandon Hurn 
6/30 Laura Mueller 

June Baptismal Anniversaries
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Sunday School News 

June 4th will be the last day of regular Sunday School classes.    
On June 11th, we will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall for a whole group 

Sunday School activity beginning at 9:30 am.       

Rachel Hills

Congratulations and thanks to our 
Caring Friends Ministry.  Claire Miller, 
Caring Friends Coordinator accepted 
the Delaward-Maryland Baltimore North 
Conference Award for Significant Lay 
Ministry at a banquet at Carroll Lutheran 
Village on April 30, 2017. Each month 
our Caring Friends Eucharistic Ministers 
bring communion and words of comfort 
and hope to our homebound.  This vital 
ministry was recognized at the banquet. 
Thanks for doing God's work with your 
hands!

Douglas W. Swank was born in Somerset County, PA. He has since lived in many and 
various places like Lansdale and Keewaydin, but always in Pennsylvania. Dug 
graduated from North Star High School in 1983, and Gettysburg College in 1987. 
Following graduation from Gettysburg College, Dug studied three semesters at the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. In 2015, Dug re-entered the candidacy 
process for the Office of Word and Sacrament through the Allegheny Synod (8C) and 
enrolled as a student at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. 
Proclaiming the good news is one of Dug's biggest thrills. The sermon is a weekly 
chance to refute what we experience in the week. Dug's home is with his mother, Rev. 
Donna Wolfinger, two cats, Pixel and Zuzu, and two dogs, Sanders and Roman. And 
yes, Dug is a tall person.

Douglas Swank will be staying with Mike and Donna McDonough from May 28 through mid 
August as he completed his chaplaincy at Johns Hopkins Hospital. You will see him at 
worship during the summer when he isn't on call. 

Summer Seminarian
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Social Ministry 

I want to take this opportunity to thank the people of St. 
John’s for their generous support of the” Food For Thought 
Program” this past school year.  Thanks to you we have been 
able to send home bags of food for 15 children to assure 
that they have adequate nutrition when they are not in 
school. Within two months from the start last September, we 
began getting reports from the Guidance Counselor that 
parents were approaching her to say how much this food 

had helped their children. We could not have done it without 
your generous support.  We will be gearing up to start again for the 2017-2018 school year 
in September. During the summer months we encourage you to remember to bring in 
donations of food for the food pantry,” Victors Vittles”.  Unfortunately, hunger doesn’t take 
a vacation! Thanks again and we hope you have a great summer! 

Sharon Carletti

Thanks to all who made the Maryland 
Mothers and Daughters event a success. 
Roxie, my “doghter” and I, had a great time 
posing at the Maryland Memory Wall. 

Pastor Lesley

A Very Special Thank You… 
To all our friends at St. John's. One month to the day, my husband, Dan Ehm Sr. passed away very 
peacefully from a very, very long illness: COPD, etc. For many years, Dan served on the Evangelism 
Committee, Property, Parking Lot and Lock Up of our church and even helped with the Cemetery 
until he could not walk or stand very long. Toward the end, he always talked about he and my 
Jesus going home at our church and he got his wish. He was a member since September 16,1956 
right before we married on September 23, 1956 at St. John's. The beautiful church service and 
reception in our Fellowship Hall was very much appreciated by our family. Pastor Lesley and 
Claire, thank you for coming through to the end. Dan was very much aware of your presence and 
loving caring service. 

Love & Blessings to All, 
Betty & Family
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Caring Friends 2017 

Celebration Events 
Come join us for fun, food, fellowship and praise! 

 

6/14 Summer Celebration 10 am-1 pm 

Bring your kids and grandkids and join us for the fun of summer, picnic 

food, beach bingo, sing alongs & more. 

9/13 Grandparents’ Day Celebration 10 am-1 pm 

Come and share memories about your wonderful children and 

grandchildren, while sharing food and fellowship. 

10/25 Reformation Celebration 10 am-1 pm 

Celebrate with us the 500th Anniversary of Luther nailing the 95 Theses 

to the Wittenberg Church door while we enjoy Oktoberfest activities. 

12/13 Christmas Celebration 10 am-1 pm 

Celebrate all the wonders of Christmas through 

food, fun, fellowship and worship.
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COFFEE & DOUGHNUT SCHEDULE
2017

If you cannot make your scheduled day,
 please arrange for a substitute or let me know.

Thanks so much for all your help.
Linda Burkhardt 410-668-2465

January 8, 15, 22
Barbara Mueller

Maureen Vogtman
Barb Gray
Mary Gude

January 29, February 5, 12
Candi & Chad Votta

Linda & Randi Burkhardt 

February 19, 26, March 5 
Charles Bender

Karen Ermer
Dave Ermer

March 12, 19, 26
Jim & Leona Morrow

Bonnie Rogers
Milt & Jeannett Dutcher

April 2, 9, 23 
Suzanne Wennason

Amanda Portera 
Terri Meekins

April 16 - Easter

April 30, May 7, 14
Phyllis Deurling

Lisa & Keith Deurling
Bob & Barbara Berner

May 21, 28 – 1 Service

June 4
Lee & Renee Smith

June 11
Laura & Lee Krieger

Judy Jasinski
Sue Addison
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Vacation Bible School 
St. John’s Lutheran Church    

8808 Harford Rd Parkville, MD 21234

July 17-21, 2017  9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Thank you for registering your child for St. John's "Hero Central” 2017.   Our VBS is currently accepting 
registrations for children ages 3 through 5th grade.  Children must have prior preschool or Sunday School 
experience to participate in our program. There are class size limits for our classes, so there is a firm submission 
date of July 3rd for all registration forms. Once full capacity is reached, we will not be able to accept any more 
registrations.  Announcements will be posted on the church’s website.  
Please make sure to write down any special requests on the registration form. We will do our best to accommodate 
all requests for children to be in the same classes; however, there is no guarantee.  
Beverages and snacks will be provided, so please make note of any allergies or dietary restrictions on the 
registration form. Each child will also receive a t-shirt: XS (2-4), S (6-8), M (10-12), L (14-16).  
For more information, contact the church office at 410-665-1234. We look forward to seeing you this summer! 

Child’s Name Address Phone 
Number 

Birthday Grade Just 
Completed 

T-Shirt 
Size 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Registration fee: $15 for members and non-members.  Please make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
Total Enclosed: ____________    Cash: _______    Check: ________ 
Date: ____________   Signature of Parent or Guardian: _______________________________________________   
Email address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name of the person that will be picking up the child(ren): ______________________________________________ 

Please list any allergies or special medical needs: _____________________________________________________ 

In case of emergency call: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Does your child attend Sunday School? __________ Where? ____________________________________________ 

How did you hear about Vacation Bible School? ______________________________________________________ 

Special Requests: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you agree to allow photos of your child to be used in church presentations or church materials?      YES    NO 




