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ST. JOHN’S HERALD 
                                   Newsletter  |  November 2017

Pastor’s Paragraphs 
On Tuesday, October 31st, I had the privilege to gather 
with other ELCA Lutherans to remember our past 500 
years and to wonder together where God is calling us for 
the next 500 years.  One word that resonated with me 
was “Thankfulness.”  There was a sense of thankfulness 
for where God’s grace had taken us these past 500 years.   

God’s grace has taken us to many places as our Presiding 
Bishop Eaton tell us, “As the first centennial of the 
Reformation to take place in the context of our church’s 
deep ecumenical and inter-religious partnerships, this 
anniversary is unfolding in a spirit of reconciliation.  

Together with our Roman Catholic sisters and brothers, 
and other ecumenical companions, we have taken 
significant steps on the way to unity, justice and peace. 
With our inter-religious neighbors, we also have 
deepened mutual understanding across religious lines 
and collaborated for the common good.  

Over the course of this year, in initiatives and events 
across this church and The Lutheran World Federation, 
we have been inspired by the ways in which Lutherans 
continue to share boldly the gifts of our tradition. 

 One of these is Martin Luther’s insistence that the 
unconditional promise of God’s love in Jesus Christ frees 
us to love and serve our neighbors. This counter-cultural 
message is as fit for us today as it was for Christians 500 
years ago. On this day, and into God’s future, we are 
called to be a public witness to how God is continually at 
work, in and through us, re-forming the body of Christ in 
a world broken by sin. Thanks be to God.”   

God’s grace has taken us far and for that we are thankful 
and grateful people.  However, God’s call does not stop 
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where we are and say enough is enough.  God’s call energizes us for the next 500 years 
and to eternity to be about the work of being the re-forming church that calls for justice 
and equity for all of God’s creation. 

God’s call energizes us as God’s People at St. John’s to give thanks for 130 years as a faith 
community, but also calls us forward to continue to be a church that is about the work of 
allowing God’s Spirit to make us new each and every day.  God’s call energizes to use our 
Holy Imagination to find ways to reach out in reconciliation with and to our neighbor.  
God’s call energizes us to thank our neighbors for what they teach us and for how they 
help us grow. 

Please join me in giving thanks to God for the past 500 years since the Reformation and 
join me in wondering together how God’s Holy Imagination and God’s grace will guide us 
into the next 500 years. 

May God guide us and grant wisdom for the journey.

St. John’s CARES 

Last school year we sent care packages to 17 of our 
St. John’s college students in November and April.  
We used Thrivent Action Grants, donations from 
you and money received during the Noisy Can 

collection one month. The goal was to cheer up those away at 
school and remind them that their church was thinking of them and 
praying for them.  It was a big surprise to those that got them.  To 
keep this ministry going, we are planning on 
another mailing in Late November.  If you know of 
a student that we missed let me know and we will 
add them to the list.  There will be a donation 
request board set up during the month of 
November for things that you can purchase to go 
into the care packages.  If you have questions feel 
free to email me at cr_hills@yahoo.com .    

Christopher Hills
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Notes from the Organ Bench

“Come, ye thankful people, come.” These are the first words of my favorite 
Thanksgiving hymn. I love fall, as well as the colors, the smells and the special days that 
it brings. I love the dark evenings that make me feel cocooned. Fall is my favorite 
season. 

“…Raise the song of harvest home.” Fall is the time that we gather our things from 
outside in preparation for winter. We also gather ourselves and return to familiar 
activities. In church we gather to worship and raise our song to God. 

Join us for worship on Wednesday November 22, Thanksgiving Eve. Services will be 
held at Noon and 7:00 PM. The noon service will be traditional, while in the evening we 
will center around the Holden Evening Prayer Service with choir participation. And I 
hear there will be pie afterwards!  

The Adult Choir has begun working on their Christmas cantata. This year’s selection, 
Invitation to a Miracle, is new and was purchased with memorial money given by the 
family of Gladys Porter. This will be presented at one service with communion on 
Sunday, December 3 at 11:00 AM. The youth are assisting with the readings. If you 
would like to sing this cantata with us, please let me know and join us for rehearsals on 
Wednesdays, beginning at 7:30. There is room for everyone. 

The Children and Tween choirs will begin work on their Christmas pageant on 
Wednesday, November 8 at 6:00. The pageant will be part of the 4:00 PM Family 
service on Christmas Eve. If you have a child who would like to be included, let me 
know and join the children on November 8. I can’t wait to see what happens this year! 

Enjoy the cooler temperatures and beauty of fall, but save time to “come to God’s own 
temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.” Come and join the family, and keep 

Making a Joyful Noise to the Lord, 

Martha Requard 
Director of Music 
mrequard1@gmail.com 

mailto:mrequard1@gmail.com
mailto:mrequard1@gmail.com
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Date 8:15 11:00

11/5 L  Milt Dutcher 
CA  Milt D. & Bob Berner

L Donna McDonough 
CA Donna M. & Sue Addison

11/12 L Keith Duerling 
CA Keith D. & Lisa Duerling

L Vicki Jasinski 
CA Vicki J. & Bonnie Spellman

11/19 L Karen Merrey 
CA Karen M. & Charles Bender

L Mike McDonough 
CA Mike M. & Rachel Hills

11/22 Thanksgiving Eve   -   Claire Miller

11/26 L JoAnn Weiland 
CA JoAnn W. & Jim Morrow

L Judy Jaskinski 
CA Judy J. & Sharon Carletti

Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule

If you cannot serve on your designated date, contact Sheila Bender (410 592-3084).  The Office 
will send out your readings by email. Call the church office (410-665-1234) if you do not receive 
it. *Communion Assistant who did not lector - you commune the Pastor and the Assisting 
Minister at the conclusion of communion. This schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin 
board in the Vestry where you robe. 

Thank you, 
Sheila Bender  
Lector/Communion Assistant Coordinator

Sunday School News 
During the month of November, the Sunday School will be continuing to collect 
food items for the Food for Thought program.   A list of requested items is on the 
bulletin board.  Please bring these to your child’s classroom. 

Our first intergenerational activity is on November 19th at 9:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall.   We will be learning all about Advent and we will also be making 
advent wreaths.   Parents are encouraged to attend this activity with their child. 

Help us update our records!   If you have not completed a registration form for 
your child this year, please ask your child’s teacher for a copy or stop by the 
Christian Education office on the 2nd floor. 

Rachel Hills 
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Date 8:15 11:00

11/5 Kayla Tilton (C) 
Giavanna Tilton

Noah Jones (C)  
Michael Rash 
Ava Mueller

11/12 Autumn Winterling (C) 
Julianna Johnson

Kate Shwartz-Mitchell (C) 
Johanna Gray 
Marissa Evans

11/19 John Meyers (C) 
Molly Cummings

Sophia Shull (C) 
Hayden Evans 
Joshua Hills

11/26 Andrea Nufea (C) 
Molly Cummings

Garrett Morgan (C) 
Corinne Brock 
Emily Brock

Acolyte Schedule

If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please use the Acolyte List to find a 
replacement.  Contact Rachel Hills at 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as 
possible. Thank you!

11/5 (11:00) Hayden Evans

11/12 (11:00) John Meyers

11/19 (11:00) Corinne Brock

11/26 (11:00) Joshua Hills

You have been assigned to record the service and work the sound system. If you 
have questions, please let us know. 

Rachel & Josh Hills

AV Schedule
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Please remember the following individuals in your prayers:
For health & healing
Gladys Downs, Fred Zimmer, Patty Schwab, Audrey Lentz, Pat Becker, Richard & Alma Arnold, Bob 
Murphy, Keri Magness, Erin Scarborough, Mark Vaught, Leroy Hohne, Debbie Miller 

For family & friends  
Kelli Frye, Karen Ehrenberg, Norma Weber, Jim Hall, Brian McCauley, Anthony Quinn, Ernest Huber, 
Sr., David Mueller, Venita Cox, Beverly Weger, Carl Priesendorf, Becky Benson, Stewart Natkin, Zara 
Price, Kathy Gaiski, Sandra Manning, Elaine Schmidt, John Bielat, Kristin Weger, Mel & Jerry Peterson, 
Glen Cunningham, Kathy Kuhns, The Arecco Family, Herb Morrow, Pam Johnson, Steel Family, Brenda 
Shipman, Pastor Russell Fink, Pastor Richard Manning 

For the military and their families  
Darrell Owens, Brandan Hartmann, Capt. Christopher H. Hall, Brian Hedges, Chaplain Chris Frigm 
… and all those in harm’s way.

For those grieving - family & friends of 
Marjorie Carrington, Bill Hamer 

Homebound  members 
Trudy Anderson, Richard & Alma Arnold, Mil Baxter, Alice Belth, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, George 
Cooper, Mary Curnoles, Norma DeMarino, Ronald & Jane Gibson, Betty Glassband, Paul Huber, Paul 
Insley, Eddie Kempske, Betty Kiima, Bunny Kucharski, John Lotterer, Evelyn McGuire, Jerry Mead, 
Estelle Nelson, Ann Oakes, Patrick O’Connell, Edie Petr, Virginia Randall, Mary Ann Reek, Mary 
Sigmon, Gerry Stipek, Cass Tracey, Helen Vaccarino, Emma Volz, Doris Warfield, Clara Westphal 

How do I add someone to our congregation’s prayer list? 
Write their name and information on the “Sunday Secretary” sheet in the narthex/lobby adjacent to the 
back doors of the Sanctuary OR email the church office at office@stjohnsparkville.org 

Please note: 
Names on the “family and friends” and “those grieving” lists are removed after six weeks unless you update 
the pastor or the church office. You may always request that someone’s name be added if special prayers 
are needed. Please be sure to get permission from your family/friends to add their names. Remember that 
not everyone is comfortable sharing prayer concerns publicly. Thank you!

November Ushers 
8:15- Joan Kraft, Malcolm & Janet 
Neifeld, and David Kocan 
11:00- Ed & Nancy Ford, Dave Evans,
Jr., Neil McCall, and Brett Evans

mailto:office@stjohnsparkville.org
mailto:office@stjohnsparkville.org
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November Birthdays

November Wedding Anniversaries

11/01 Ava Buddenbohn 
11/02 Trevor Suznick 
11/02 Chase Ullmann 
11/02 Charles 
Winebrenner, Jr. (90th) 
11/04 Peter Gerber 
11/05 Amanda 
Buddenbahn 
11/05 Dana Heyl 
11/06 Luther Holland 
11/06 Karen Merrey 
11/08 Rachel Ermer 
11/08 Robert Gray 
11/09 Virginia Manuel 
11/09 Tony Maxwell 
11/10 Brett Francus 
11/10 Leeza Wager 
11/11 Brian O'Connell 
11/12 Bradley Hartmann 
11/12 Ava Straw 
11/13 Carol Erpenstein 
11/13 Christopher McCann 
11/14 Betsy Cummings 

11/14 Michelle Evans 
11/14 Bonnie Rogers 
11/14 Noah Shull 
11/16 Gertrude Anderson 
11/16 Maureen Vogtman 
11/17 Charles Bender, Jr. 
11/17 Allison Smith 
11/18 Stephanie Catherine 
11/18 George Cooper, Jr. 
11/18 Madison Gilman 
11/18 Diana Greensfelder 
11/19 Dale Pickett, Sr. 
11/20 Nancy  Fox 
11/20 Betty Hedgespeth 
11/21 Kelly Sanford 
11/22 Larry Addison 
11/22 Alma Arnold (94th) 
11/23 David M. Evans 
11/23 Barbara Gray 
11/23 Nicole Shindel 
11/23 Gabrielle Tindall 
11/24 Madilyn Alkire 
11/24 Robert Schindler, Jr. 

11/25 Louis Gerber, III 
11/25 Violet McDonough 
11/25 John Straw III 
11/26 Joshua Gerber 
11/28 Jimalee Mehan 
11/29 Taylor Kraus

11/4/1967 Robert & Wilma White (50th) 
11/4/2006 Scott & Keri Magness 
11/9/1973 Mike & Donna McDonough 

11/10/2012 Eric & Susan Neifeld 
11/19/1983 Terry & Dan Eck 
11/24/2008 Jason & Margaret Marshall

11/00 Gertrude Anderson 
11/00 Peggy Buckless 
11/01 Rebecca Mullinix 
11/01 Michael Buckless 
11/01 Brennan Dunn 
11/01 Zachary Hills 
11/01 Isabella Kirby 
11/04 Linda Gerber 
11/04 Carson Bittner 
11/04 Abigail Schwartz-
Mitchell 
11/05 Grant Kellner 
11/07 Molly Cummings 

11/10 Jacob Hartmann 
11/11 Steven Shull 
11/11 Rayven Collinsworth 
11/11 Zachary Menges 
11/12 Kelly Haacke 
11/14 Chad Votta, Jr. 
11/16 Kurtis Sommer 
11/16 Lucas Kempa 
11/17 Jeffrey Cline, Jr. 
11/17 Kelsi Hospelhorn 
11/20 Clara Westphal 
11/21 Justin Sommer 
11/21 Abigail Coffman 

11/21 Maleyna Klinedinst 
11/21 Kylie Magness 
11/23 Charles Testudine 
11/25 Nathan Shindel 
11/26 Julie Pickett 
11/26 Julianna Maxwell 
11/27 Abby McEvers 
11/28 Olivia Shull 
11/29 Maddalyn Meekins 
11/30 Nicholas Holland 
11/30 Everest Mehan

November Baptismal Anniversaries
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Monthly Calendar
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Direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars 
If you are a Thrivent Member, there is a very good chance you have Choice 
Dollars.  With Thrivent Choice®, you can recommend where some of 
Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go. Since 2010, more than 
$330 million has been distributed to churches and nonprofits nationwide. 
These Choice Dollars can be directed to a qualifying organization and St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Parkville is a qualifying organization.  Don’t forget 
your Choice Dollars need to be allocated by March 31. 2018.  This is another 
way to help St. John’s Mission and Ministry Budget Goals.  If you need help 
allocating your Choice Dollars, see the instructions below or give Terri 
Meekins at 410-952-4536 and she can direct you to help.  This is a great asset 
from Thrivent that we need to use.

Online
1.  Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

2. In the Direct Choice Dollars section on the right,
click “Get started now.”

3. Log in, enter your user ID and password, and answer
your security question. (If you haven’t yet registered on
Thrivent.com, click “Register for account access.”)

4. Find the number of Choice Dollars available to direct.

5. Locate the organization to which you want to direct
Choice Dollars:
a. To direct to a previous organization:

• Click “Direct Now” next to the organization’s
name, or

• Click on the “View activity history” link,
scroll down and click on the name of the
desired organization.

b. To direct to a new organization, enter keyword(s)
like organization name, ZIP code, cause, etc.
Click “Search.”

6. Choose “Direct All” or enter a specific number and click
“Direct Now.” Follow the prompts on the confirmation
page to direct Choice Dollars.

HOW TO DIRECT
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS® 

26087  R12-16

Appleton, Wisconsin  Minneapolis, Minnesota
Thrivent.com  800-847-4836  

The Thrivent Choice® charitable grant program engages Thrivent 
members and Thrivent Member Networks in providing grants  
that support charitable activities, furthering Thrivent’s mission 
and its purposes under state law. All grant decisions, including 
grant recipients and amounts, are made at the sole discretion 
of Thrivent. Directing Choice Dollars® is subject to the program’s 
terms and conditions available at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

By phone

1. Call 800-847-4836 and when prompted,
say “Thrivent Choice®.”

2. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2 to hear
Thrivent Choice program Terms and Conditions.
(If prompted, say or enter your phone number
and date of birth.)

3.  A representative will work with you to direct
Choice Dollars.

You have the power to recommend where 
Thrivent Financial gives back!
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October Happenings 
Thank you to all who made October such a great month to reach out to our 

community and share the Good News of God's grace and hospitality.

Luther and Friends
Blessing of the Pets

Shred It

Reformation 17Fall Festival

Fall Festival
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Cemetery Committee update 

The Cemetery Committee would like to thank everyone who has 
placed flowers on their loved one's graves this year. It is now time to 
take all summer flowers & decorations off our graves to get ready for 
winter and the Christmas season. We again thank you all for your co-
operation throughout the year. 

We wish you a Blessed Christmas and a very healthy & Happy New 
Year! 

Blessings, 
The Cemetery Committee 
Jim, Sharon, Dennis, Tony & Betty 

Amazon Smile is a program at Amazon where you can pick a charity to 
receive a small percentage donation of all eligible purchases that you make 
through their special website.   

Go to http://smile.amazon.com and log into your amazon account and then 
select a charity. 

You can easily find us by entering Saint Johns Lutheran Baltimore in the 
search box.  Every time you shop, you must go to the smile.amazon.com 
website in order for us to get credit. 

If you have any questions or issues, please contact Chris Hills at 
cr_hills@yahoo.com

http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com


St. John’s Herald �13

Men-in-Mission 
The next Men-in-Mission breakfast will take place on Saturday, November 4th at 
Jerry D’s Restaurant. During the rest of the month, we will still be meeting at 7:00 
p.m. on Tuesdays in the Youth Room.  

Thanks to Dennis Buckless, and all who assisted him, for weeding and repairing 
the Labyrinth.  

Thanks also to all who assisted with the Autumn Festival!  

We will also assist with the Christmas Bazaar on November 11th. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

Keith Duerling

To All the Autumn Festival Volunteers: 
  
We prayed for Sunshine and we prayed for success. In his infinite mercy, God 
rewarded St. John’s with both. On Saturday we had, during the entire day, over 
100 volunteers of all ages, working in many capacities. Together we made over 
$8,000 destined for the general fund to keep the church in good repair 
. 
Many thanks to you and your families and friends for making this event possible. 
The Lord works in many ways, His wonders to perform. Here in Parkville, we 
witnessed on Saturday, October 21, 2017, one of His small wonders. 
  
Thanks and blessings to all, 
Rosalie 
  
Thy way,  O Lord, 
Lead us by thine own hand, 
Choose out the path for us. 
  
God will take you through hard times… 
But God will stay close… 
And you will hear God’s voice behind you saying, 
“Here is the path. Follow it.“ 
 From Isaiah
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                             Please join us for 

                               

 
 

         
 When: 3rd Sunday of the month  

      9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
 

 Where: Dunkin Donuts located at  
     9400 Harford Road 

 

        Join Dug for coffee and conversation  
      about Life & God. 

       *St. John’s will buy the first cup of coffee! 
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CHRISTMAS PLANTS 
 
 

Red Poinsettias: $10.00 per plant. 
 

 

All orders must be put into an envelope marked 
ALTAR GUILD and placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church office.  
Checks should be made payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church.   
 

ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SUNDAY, 
November 26, 2017 

 
Plants on loan may be picked up at the end of the 11 pm service on Christmas 
Eve, December 24th or during the week of December 27th during office hours. 
 
If not claimed by that time, they will be considered donated.  Please remember 
to pick up only the flowers that you have ordered. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
I wish to lend   _____ poinsettia  
(Please indicate number of plants.) 
 
I wish to donate ____ poinsettia  
(Please indicate number of plants.) 
 
In memory of______________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of________________________________________________________ 
 
To the Glory of God________________________________________________ 
 
Name of donor_____________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone number__________________________________________________ 
 
Amount enclosed______________________________ 
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                        Saturday, December 2nd   
                 St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Fellowship Hall 
    9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

     
 
 

(Sponsored	by	St.	John’s	Youth	Ministry)	

Come and enjoy pancakes, sausage, hot chocolate or juice (apple or orange). 
 

There is no charge for the breakfast, 
but you will have an opportunity to make a free will offering. 

 
Visit with Santa and get a candy cane. 

All children are welcome to make a craft for the cost of $4.00. 
 

Seating is limited, so be sure to sign up ahead of time. 
Please fill out the bottom of this form and drop it off in the  

“Breakfast with Santa” box outside of the Sanctuary or at our Church Office.   
Or you can call our Church Secretary to sign up: 

(410) 665-1234, Monday thru Friday, from 9 am until 3:30 pm. 

We hope to see you there ! 

St. John’s Youth Ministry 
--------------------------------------------- Please complete and tear off -------------------------------------------- 

“Breakfast with Santa” 
Saturday, December 2nd    

 
 Your Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
  Number attending breakfast:  ________ (no charge) 
  Number of children to make craft: ________  ($4 per child) 
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

Sponsored by: 
St. John’s Youth Ministry 

ALL ARE WELCOME !  
 

Saturday, December 9th 

Please meet us in the Fellowship Hall at 5:00 p.m. 
Then we’ll go caroling to our homebound members. 

Refreshments to follow in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Be sure to dress for the weather! 
 

IF YOU CAN COME, PLEASE SIGN UP SO THAT WE 
KNOW HOW MANY FOLKS WILL BE JOINING US. 

Sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin boards 
in the 2nd floor Sunday School room, the middle and high 
school rooms, and on the board outside of the sanctuary.  

Permission slips are required for any child attending  
without an adult.  Forms are available in the 

2nd floor Sunday School, middle and high school rooms. 

Any questions, please see Tony Jasinski 
or one of the other youth ministry leaders. 

 
We hope you can join us ! 
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The 2017 Salvation Army  
Angel Tree Program 

It’s that time again!  Our Salvation Army “Angel Tree” 
will be in the narthex beginning Sunday, 
November 12th. We have 75 angels this year, so be 
sure to select yours before they are all gone.  
Each angel contains the code number for a 
needy child, his/her clothing size, and a 
suggestion for a special toy or toys that would 
make that child’s eyes light up on Christmas 
morning.  If you’ve never adopted an angel 
before, it’s easy.  Just follow these steps: 

1. Take an angel from the tree, and record your selection on 
the Master List near the tree.  This way, if you lose your angel, we can 
give you the information it contained. 

2. Purchase one or more of the items your child has requested.  Please 
include batteries for any toys that need them. 

3. Do not wrap the items! 

4. Detach the section of the tag which contains the child’s code number, and 
attach it securely to the gift(s).  

5. Bring in your tagged gifts, placing them under the Angel Tree by Sunday, 
December 3rd at the latest.  Salvation Army makes only one pick-
up, so please do not bring gifts to church after that date. If you miss the 
deadline, contact Salvation Army directly to locate a last minute gift-
drop location. 

6. Hang the top part of the angel tag on your own tree as a reminder of your 
“adopted” child. 

If you are unable to sponsor an angel alone, consider joining together with 
friends or family. Remember that once you select an angel, your child is 
counting on you to bring in your gift or gifts by the deadline.  Just think of 
the happiness and hope these gifts will bring to the children and their 
parents.  We are blessed to be able to share what we have and, in doing so, 
make a difference in the lives of these families.  Thank you for supporting this 
worthwhile cause! 

If you have any questions, contact Julie Perzan at 443-798-8423. 
julieperzan@hotmail.com.
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2017 
Saturday, November 11th

9 am to 2 pm

CANDY - to make or to donate call Judy Jasinski at 410-529-7536. 

SPECIALTY ITEMS TABLE - if you would like to contribute, call Sharon Carletti at 
410-256-0941.

CRAFTERS - prices are $15 for table rental and $10 for a space if you bring  your own table. 
Call Bonnie Spellman at 410-661-5351.

BAKED GOODS - bring to church from 10-2 pm on Friday, Nov. 10th or the morning of the 
bazaar.  Please wrap & label as to the type (ex. peach pie).  Call Lee Krieger 410-882-0302.

QUILT EXTRAORDINAIRE - A beautiful hand-made quilt with a red, white, blue patriotic 
pattern will be raffled off. Tickets are $1 each, 6 for $5 or 13 for $10. Call Joan Saby at 
410-254-9604. The quilt will be on display on Sunday mornings. 

JEWELRY TABLE - scatter pins and lapel pins are much needed items. Please bring to the 
church office.

JAMS & JELLIES - donations of pint canning jars would be appreciated. Contact Mil Schaffer 
at 410-661-0692.

WHITE ELEPHANT - Donations accepted.  No clothes, please. Make sure electronic items 
work.  You may bring items to the church office during the week of November 6th. You may 
also bring them directly to the Smith Building while volunteers are present on Thursday, Nov. 
9th before noon.

*PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY ITEMS ON FRIDAY, NOV. 10TH OR THE DAY OF THE
BAZAAR.

LIGHT LUNCH – will be available starting at 10:00 a.m.



St. John’s Herald �21

Please join us to give thanks to our gracious and generous God on 
Wednesday, 11/22 at Noon for Thanksgiving Worship and Holy 
Communion or at 7 pm for Holden Evening Prayer followed with Pie 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

On Thanksgiving Day, we invite you to use the following 
Thanksgiving Worship with your family to be a part of your family tradition 
of giving thanks to God for all that God has provided. 

Thanksgiving Worship 
At harvest time we join the psalmist in offering thanksgiving to God: “You crown the year with 
your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.” We are grateful for the abundance of the 
good things of God’s creation. Paul reminds us that our thanksgiving overflows into generosity. 
As the body of Christ in the world, we give ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 

A Psalm of Thanksgiving   L: Plain Print  P: Italics Print 
136 Thank God! He deserves your thanks.    His love never quits. 
Thank the God of all gods, His love never quits. 
Thank the Lord of all lords. His love never quits.
Thank the miracle-working God, His love never quits. 
The God whose skill formed the cosmos, His love never quits. 
The God who laid out earth on ocean foundations, His love never quits. 
The God who filled the skies with light, His love never quits. 
The sun to watch over the day, His love never quits. 
Moon and stars as guardians of the night, His love never quits. 
God remembered us when we were down, His love never quits. 
Takes care of everyone in time of need, His love never quits. 
Thank God, who did it all! His love never quits! 

Litany for Thanksgiving: 
 L. As the pioneers of the Plymouth colony gathered around the feasting table with native 
Americans in 1621 to give thanks for all that they had been given by our Bountiful Provider, so 
we too gather on Thanksgiving to offer thanks for all those gifts which the Lord has seen fit to 
give us, especially for our country, our state and our town. 
 Almighty and Generous God, we bring before you, in our hearts and on our Thanksgiving 
table, the gifts and blessings which you have given us this year. And, in humble gratitude, we 
give you thanks for them. We thank you as well for the blessings which come to us through the 
peace and prosperity of our nation, our state and our town. 
C. We praise you, and we thank you, O God. 

Thanksgiving
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L. We acknowledge that as we have greatly received, so are we responsible. Therefore, O 
Lord, keep us from being unfaithful in our lives as citizens of this nation and as recipients of 
all that past generations of Americans have bequeathed to us. Help us to be worthy of our 
ancestors and of their God. 
C. Help us, O God, to be faithful. 

L. To all the high desires of the pioneers and prophets, 
C. Help us, O God, to be faithful. 

L. To their belief in the possibilities of a common people: 
C. Help us, O God, to be faithful. 

L. To their passion for freedom and their readiness to die in its defense: 
C. Help us, O God, to be faithful. 

L. To their scorn of tyranny, and their trust in men and women to rule themselves: 
C. Help us, O God, to be faithful. 

L. To their vision of a human commonwealth in which the people of many lands may share: 
C. Help us, O God, to be faithful. 

L. To their release from the prejudice of an old world and their will to build a new one: 
C. Help us, O God, to be faithful. 

L. As our ancestors trusted in you, O Lord, and you delivered them: 
C. Keep us ever close to you. 

L. Lord of the nations, guide our people by your Spirit to go forward in justice and freedom. 
Give us what outward prosperity may be your will, but above all things give us faith in you, 
that our nation may bring glory to your name and blessings to all peoples; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen 

L. Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 


