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ST. JOHN’S HERALD 
Newsletter  |  September 2016

Pastor’s Paragraphs 
I am excited.  There has been a lot going on this summer in 
preparation for the fall here at St. John’s.  There are so 
many opportunities for you to plug in and to be the 
church.  I hope to see you at Worship, in Christian 
Education, at Outreach opportunities and participating in 
our Service Projects.  Participating is a great way to say 
thank you to God who has richly blessed us. 

• Christian Education 

Sunday school this year will begin with a Large 
Group Opening in the Worship Center where 
parents and students are invited to participate.  It 
starts at 9:30 am.  After the opening, the students 
will go with their teachers and learn more about 
the lesson. There will be animated videos that will 
help make the lessons come to life.  Check out the 
information in this newsletter on page 6 that better 
describes the new Whirl curriculum.  The Youth will 
be exploring relevant weekly events with a program 
called FaithLink. There will be monthly 
Intergenerational events that include the children, 
youth and adults with an emphasis both on learning 
and service components.  Adult Forum has some 
big plans with Rev. Laura Sinche, Baltimore 
Lutheran Campus Ministry, scheduled as the first 
outside speaker. 

• Outreach 

On September 10th, we will be participating in the 
Parkville Fair.  Attendees are invited to make 
“Pinwheels for Peace.” They will be placed on the 
lawn September 21st to commemorate 
“International Day of Peace.”  There will also be 
games, prizes and information about St. John’s.  
Please sign up and help at our booth to share the 
Good News. In October, we will be having a Flu 
Clinic and will be looking at other ways we can 
reach out into the community throughout the year. 
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• Worship 

During the fall, our worship will include sermon 
series on Living our Baptism-Five Gifts of 
Discipleship, The Three T’s (Time, Talent and 
Treasure) and the Advent Conspiracy asking the 
question can Christmas still change the world?  The 
Christmas story is a story of love, hope, redemption 
and relationship.  So what happened? 

• Service 

Check out the opportunities to help our neighbors.  
Social Concern Ministry Team has created 
“Opportunities for Generosity” each week.  A new 
opportunity this year is the third Sunday of every 
month we will collect food for students at Carney 
Elementary that are food insecure.  The “Food for 
Thought” program provides food for the children 
on the weekends when they are not in school. 

This is just a small part of what is going on here at St. 
John’s.  Check out the calendar for other events like weekly 
Men in Mission meetings, various Bible studies, Choir for 
all ages, Bells and so much more.  Come be a part of doing 
God’s Work with Our Hands.  

Prayers and blessings,  
Pastor Lesley

8:15 AM  
Fred and Judy Zimmer 

Late Service 
Chris and Rachel Hills, Joshua 
Hills and Shirley Snyder

September Ushers

God’s Work-Our Hands Worship 

We gather on the 15th anniversary of 9/11 to remember 
those that lost their lives in one of our greatest national 
tragedies.  We will join together for a “pot luck” after 
worship, enjoy each other’s company and remember in 
prayer all those impacted by 9/11.  After the 
lunch, we will be going to the 
Parkville Police Precinct and Fire 
Department and treat our public 
servants to a taste of St. John’s “pot 
luck.”

Ice Cream 
Sundae Sunday 

September 4 at 10:00 am 

Join us for 
worship and 
celebrate the 
wonderful 
things 
given us 
from God, 
including Ice 
Cream.  
After all, 
don’t we all 
scream for 
Ice Cream?  
After 
worship, we will gather 
downstairs to make that 
one of a kind Sundae.  
How do you like your 
Sundae?  Do you like 
bananas, whipped cream 
and chocolate sauce?  
God invites us to be 
individuals.  We hope you 
make your Sundae as 
individual as God has 
created you.
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Notes from the Organ Bench 
So, I was listening to the sermon this morning and Pastor Lesley posed the question “How do you 
want to be remembered?” Then I sang the words to the sending hymn,  #400 “God of Tempest, God of 
Whirlwind.” Of course, in the back of my mind I knew that I had to write my Notes because the 
deadline is very quickly approaching. By the time I heard the sermon for the second time, I realized 
that my mind was finally listening. We all want to be remembered in a positive way, and we will be 
remembered by what we do, whether intentionally or not. 

One of the posters that I hung near the door of my classroom told the story of a mother bird. She 
nudged her babies to the edge of the nest and told them to fly. They told her that they were afraid. So 
she pushed them … and they soared.  My students would have to admit that even when I was “mean,” 
I was that mother bird. They needed the push to soar.  

So, this brings me back to phrases from the hymn. “God of tempest, God of whirlwind… drive us out 
from sheltered comfort; God of passion, God unsleeping… stir in us love’s restlessness!” (ELW #400) 
It is comfortable for us to worship with the same liturgy and prayers and singing familiar hymns while 
sitting in the same pew. But, this summer we were challenged with new liturgy and prayers. Though 
there was some grumbling, we were pushed outside of our comfort zone and as a result, we know a 
new setting of liturgy! Hurrah, we are flying! 

In September we are returning to the familiar setting 4 of the liturgy. The children are returning to the 
routine of school, Sunday school and sports. We are ready to settle into our familiar pew and routine. 
Could I challenge you to become restless and move again from your “sheltered comfort?” 

How about taking my offer to sing or play in one of the choirs? The groups are beginning soon with 
new music, new challenges. Yes, you are making a commitment, but it will be good for your heart, 
both physically (for clarification, refer to the August Notes from the Organ Bench) and emotionally. 
After 40+ years of working with singers, I firmly believe that EVERYBODY can sing. We may not be 
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Beverly Sills, Pavarotti, Amy Grant or Adele, but we can sing. I also know that it is easier to sing in a 
group of 20 than a group of 2.   

Mark the rehearsal schedule on your calendar and join us. 
 Adult Choir (confirmation to ?) begins Wednesday, September 7, 7:30 – 8:30. 
 Adult Handbell Choir begins Sunday, September 18, 9:45 – 10:30 
 Children’s Choir (and 3 to grade 2) begins Wednesday, September 21, 6:00 – 6:30 
 Tween Hand Chime Choir (grade 3 and up) begins Wednesday, September 21, 6:30 – 7 

Or, share your musical talents with us. We have some adults and high school musicians with 
wonderful gifts to share. I challenge you to become “restless” and move out of your “sheltered 
comfort” and soar! And, as always,   

Make a Joyful Noise! 
Martha Requard 
Director of Music

Christmas Bazaar 2016 
Saturday, November 12th - 9 am to 2 pm 

  

CANDY - to make or to donate call Judy Jasinski at 410-529-7536. 

SPECIALTY ITEMS TABLE - if you would like to contribute, call Sharon Carletti at 410-256-0941. 

CRAFTERS - prices are $15 for table rental and $10 for a space  
if you bring  your own table.  Call Bonnie Spellman at 410-661-5351. 

BAKED GOODS - bring to church from 3-6 pm on Friday, Nov. 11th or the morning of the bazaar.   
Please wrap & label as to the type (ex. peach pie).  Call Lee Krieger 410-882-0302. 

QUILT EXTRAORDINAIRE - A beautiful hand-made quilt with a floral design will be raffled off.    
Tickets are $1 each, 6 for $5 or 13 for $10. Call Joan Saby at 410-254-9604.  

Pictures of the quilt will be on the church bulletin boards at a later date. 

JEWELRY TABLE - scatter pins and lapel pins are much needed items. Please bring to the church office.  

JAMS & JELLIES - donations of pint canning jars would be appreciated.  
Contact Mil Schaffer at 410-661-0692.  

WHITE ELEPHANT - Donations accepted.  No clothes, please. Make sure electronic items work.   
You may bring items to the church office during the week of November 7th. You may also bring them 

directly to the Smith Building  while volunteers are present on Thursday, Nov.  10th before noon. 

 *PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY ITEMS ON FRIDAY, NOV. 11TH OR THE DAY OF THE BAZAAR. 

LIGHT LUNCH – will be available starting at 10:00 a.m.
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Date

9/4/16 One Service Sunday at 10:00 am L    Judy Jasinski 
CA    Judy J. & Tony Jasinski

9/11/16 One Service Sunday at 11:00 am L    Claire Miller 
CA    Claire M. & Karen Ermer

9/18/16 8:15 AM 
L    Charles Bender 
CA    Charles B. & Sheila Bender

11:00 AM 
L    Donna Nicholson 
CA    Sharon Carletti & Kathleen Wiles

9/25/16 L    Milt Dutcher 
CA    Milt D. & Barb Berner

L    Bonnie Spellman 
CA    Bonnie S. & Sue Addison

Lector & Communion Assistant Schedule

If you cannot serve on your designated date, contact Sheila Bender (410 592-3084).  The Office 
will send out your readings by email. Call the church office (410-665-1234) if you do not receive 
it. *Communion Assistant who did not lector - you commune the Pastor and the Assisting 
Minister at the conclusion of communion. This schedule is posted monthly on the bulletin 
board in the Vestry where you robe. 

Thank you, 
Sheila Bender  
Lector/Communion Assistant Coordinator

Date

9/4/16 One Service Sunday at 10:00 am Ryan Cummings (C) 
Molly Cummings

9/11/16 One Service Sunday at 11:00 am Noah Jones (C) 
Michael Rash 
Ava Mueller

9/18/16 8:15 am - Autumn Winterling 
                  Andrea Nufea

11:00 am - Hayden Evans (C) 
                    Corinne Brock 
                    Megan Morrissey

9/25/16 8:15 am - Brandon Crites (C) 
                  Kayla Tilton

11:00 am - Hannah Houston (C) 
                     Nate Grisez 
                     Matthew Miller

Acolyte Schedule

If you are unable to keep your scheduled time, please use the Acolyte List to find a 
replacement.  Contact Rachel Hills at 410-592-3587 with any schedule changes as soon as 
possible. Thank you!
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Why               ? 
 
Bible-centered approach 

Each Whirl lesson is centered on 
scripture, follows the Revised 
Common Lectionary, and was 
created by a group of developers 
from across our mainline 
denominational partners. 

Characters kids can relate to 

Animated characters model what 
it’s like for kids to go through the 
questions and challenges of living 
out their faith. 

Age-appropriate resources 

Lesson materials and videos are 
available for pre-kindergarteners 
through sixth graders—equally 
engaging younger and older kids. 

Lectionary simplified 

Through the use of color and 
icons, Whirl makes it easy for 
leaders and kids to follow the 
seasons of the church year. 

Connects to the wider church 

Whirl brings worship and Sunday 
school together for families, and 
provides ideas for kids to explore 
their church building and 
experience the life of the church. 

Faith sent out 

Learner leaflets double as take-
home pieces with seven different 
ways families can put their faith 
into action throughout the week.

Sunday School News 
 
Sunday School for nursery through high school age 
students begins on September 11th.  We are very excited 
about our new curriculum, and the changes we have 
made to revamp our Sunday School program!   Whirl is 
a lectionary based program, which means that each 
week’s lesson follows the gospel lesson that they will 
hear in church.   There are also home activities on the 
back of the learner leaflets that you may use with your 
family at home during the week.   One of the changes 
for this year is that we are asking that you drop your 
child (pre-k through high school) off at 9:28 am in the 
church.   We will be gathering as a large group for an 
opening worship and parents are invited and 
encouraged to stay and participate!   After the opening 
worship students will go to their classroom to continue 
their lesson and be dismissed from there. 

You will be receiving a letter with your child’s Sunday 
School class placement as well as a registration form.   
Please bring the completed registration form with you 
when you return to Sunday School and give it to your 
child’s teacher.   For your convenience, an extra 
registration form is included in the newsletter.   Please 
make sure that one form is completed for each child.    

Another addition to our Sunday School program is a 
monthly intergenerational activity that will be led by 
Pastor Lesley.   We will still have our regular opening 
worship, but then we will gather adults that normally 
meet during Forum, parents, and children together to 
work on an activity or service project.   More 
information will come home prior to each 
intergenerational activity. 

We are always looking for volunteers to teach and 
assist in Sunday School classes.   If you would be 
interested in helping with this ministry, please contact 
Rachel Hills (410-592-3587 or rm_hills@yahoo.com). 

During the months of September and October, the 
Sunday School classes will be collecting canned 
vegetables to be donated to the food pantries that the 
church supports. 

Help Wanted for the nursery…We are looking for 
additional help in the nursery during the 11 am service.   
If you are at least 18 years old and would be interested 
in this paid position, please contact Rachel Hills 
(410-592-3587 or rm_hills@yahoo.com) to get more 
information.  
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September Birthdays

9/00 ElyseForeman 
9/00 Justin Dabrasky 
9/00 Taylor Retkowski 
9/02 Elizabeth Calise 
9/07 Isabella Diffenderffer 
9/07 Vada Menges 
9/09 Chelsea Vaught 
9/14 Marianne Snyder 
9/15 Sheri Klein 

9/15 Erin Brophy 
9/16 Emily Rash 
9/17 Mark Hofmann 
9/17 Kerry Hospelhorn 
9/17 Matthew Miller 
9/21 Christopher 
Wenderoth 
9/21 Sadie Snapp 
9/22 Brandon Crites 

9/23 Taylor Ermer 
9/24 Samantha Weeks 
9/24 Matthew Weeks 
9/25 John Snapp, III 
9/26 Zach Wiles 
9/27 Jacob Bittner 
9/29 Kaylyn Klinedinst 
9/30 Preston Ermer 

September Baptismal Anniversaries

September Wedding Anniversaries

9/1 Peggy Buckless 
9/2 Carson Bittner 
9/2 Albert Ehm, Sr. 
9/3 Elyse Foreman 
9/3 Irvin Neal 
9/4 Florence Businsky 
9/4 Madison Sprucebank 
9/5 Dionysus Blazakis 
9/5 Jacob Hartmann 
9/5 Julianna Maxwell 
9/5 Brynlee Stinchcomb 
9/6 Denise Retkowski 
9/6 David Vogtman 
9/6 Katrina Watson 
9/9 David McDonough 
9/9 Madeleine Nocera 
9/10 Elissa Evans 
9/10 Christopher Johnson 
9/10 Marion McDonough 
 Happy 85th! 

9/11 Leonard Hutschenreuter 
9/12 Erick Brock 
9/13 Matthew DeWitt 
9/13 Nancy Willis 
9/14 Ruth Winebrenner 
 Happy 85th! 
9/15 Aawe Dean 
9/15 Allie Nordan 
9/15 Ethan Sommer 
9/17 Martin Butcher 
9/17 Theresa Butcher 
9/17 Angela Ford 
9/17 Richard Manning 
9/17 Steven Markley, Jr. 
9/17 Gregory McEvers Jr. 
9/18 Emily Pickett 
9/19 Willow Mehan 
9/20 Kari Hedges 
9/20 William Schaake, Sr.  
 Happy 93rd! 

9/20 Frederick Zimmer 
9/22 Jacob Dawson 
9/22 Karen Sollanek 
9/23 Sandy Hoody 
9/24 Kevin Addison 
9/24 Betty Kiima 
9/25 Emma Ermer 
 Happy 97th! 
9/25 William Mullinix 
9/25 JoAnn Weiland 
9/26 Nora McDonough 
9/28 Terri Murray 
9/28 Ann Powell 
 Happy 92nd! 
9/28 Leonard Steg 
9/29 Ashlynn Connelly 
9/29 Gabrielle Gray 
9/29 Patricia Pescetto 

9/1/2007 Scott & Leah Miller 
9/3/1983 Lee & Renee Smith  
9/4/1965 Milton & Sheila Dutcher 
9/6/2009 John & Kendra Snapp Jr. 
9/6/2014 Gina & Joshua Gerber 
9/7/1991 Janine & John Stevens 
9/9/1995 Katherine & Edward Barnes 
9/10/1955 Archie & Joan Saby 
9/10/1994 Robert & Susan Henschen, Jr.

9/11/1971 John & Linda Houston 
9/11/2010 Stephanie & David Fitch, Sr. 
9/13/1986 Carl & Debra Haacke 
9/16/2006 Lauren & Patrick Klinedinst 
9/18/1967 Bob & Julie Hastings, Jr. 
9/23/1956 Dan & Betty Ehm, Sr.   (Happy 60th!) 
9/26/1964 Gerry & Len Steg 
9/26/2008 Mark & Karen Hofmann
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Black – normal; Red – special Worship; Purple – special events; Green – outside St. John’s events;  
Blue – outside groups; Brown – St. Ursula events; Pink – Pastor’s events; Maroon – Preschool events

Monthly Calendar

Men in Mission Update 
The regular meetings of the Men-in-Mission will resume on Tuesday, 
September 13th at 7:00. Please bring ideas for future topics to the meeting! 

We will have our first breakfast meeting on Saturday, September 10th at 9:00 am 
at the Denny’s Restaurant on Belair Road. 

All men of St. Johns are invited to attend our meetings. 

See you there! 
Keith Duerling
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Parents, Kids and Money Matters® Workshop
TV, movies, websites, friends… all can affect your kids’ attitudes about life—and money. Find 
out how to talk to your kids about influences, choices, and responsible money habits. 

Join us for a free educational workshop 
Parents, Kids and Money Matters is designed specifically for parents and their children ages 
6 to 10. The workshop can help you and your child: 

• Reflect on the values you want your kids to learn. 
• Teach your kids about money and values. 
• Learn practical tools to make teaching about money fun. 

The 50-minute workshop will be presented by Thrivent Financial representative Terri 
Meekins.  

When: Sunday, September 25, from 12:30 to 1:30 PM, Immediately after the 11:00 AM 
 service. 
Where: Fellowship Hall, St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville 

 A complimentary lunch will be served. 

Sign up for this free event today! 
Sign up for this free event by completing the tear-off registration form below and placing it 
in the Thrivent box in the narthex or, contact Terri Meekins, Thrivent Financial 
Representative, at 410-952-4536 or email terri.meekins@thrivent.com.   Registration 
deadline is 9/11/16 at 6:00 PM. 
 

For important Thrivent disclosure information, please visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

Parent’s Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Child’s Name: ____________________________________________________        Age: _______________ 

 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Best Phone Number: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Email: __________________________________________________________________________________

mailto:terri.meekins@thrivent.com
mailto:terri.meekins@thrivent.com
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Parents, Teens and Money Matters® Workshop

Advertisers feel comfortable talking to your teen about money; you should too.  

Join us for a free educational workshop 
Parents, Teens and Money Matters is designed specifically for parents and their teens ages 
11 to 14. The workshop can help you and your teen: 

• Increase your understanding of stewardship. 
• Make intentional choices about sharing, saving and spending money. 
• Talk about money and values in your family. 

The 50-minute workshop will be presented by Thrivent Financial representative Terri 
Meekins.  

When: Sunday, October 2 from 12:30 to 1:30 PM, Immediately after the 11:00 AM  
 service. 
Where: Fellowship Hall, St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville 

 A complimentary lunch will be served. 

Sign up for this free event today! 
Sign up for this free event by completing the tear-off registration form below and placing it 
in the Thrivent box in the narthex or, contact Terri Meekins, Thrivent Financial 
Representative, at 410-952-4536 or email terri.meekins@thrivent.com.   Registration 
deadline is 9/11/16 at 6:00 PM. 

For important Thrivent disclosure information, please visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

Parent’s Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Child’s Name: ____________________________________________________        Age: _______________ 

 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Best Phone Number: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Email: __________________________________________________________________________________

mailto:terri.meekins@thrivent.com
mailto:terri.meekins@thrivent.com
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Thanks to everyone who donated items for the Baltimore 
Rescue Mission.  We were able to deliver eight bags of clothing 
on behalf of St. John’s. 
Men in Mission

Dear Church Family, 

Thanks to each one of you for your 
support and kindness during a 
difficult period. Carmen and I had 
sixteen years together after 
meeting thru the church's event of 
a yearly dinner and dance, then 
followed by Pastor Burk marrying 
us. God is good and has given me 
guidance to my future. 

In appreciation, 
Norma M. DeMarino

Brothers & Sisters of St. Johns, 

I wish to thank you all for your many thoughts & prayers during my illness. I received many cards, phone calls 
& visits. All which were greatly appreciated. What a blessing to have a family that cares & helps when you 
need it the most. May GOD's blessings never cease to visit you each day. 

With Much Christian Love, 
Leona & Jim Morrow 

To My St. John’s Family: 

Thanks to all in the congregation who have prayed diligently for my 
son David Coffman’s healing from arm surgery. Both he and I wish all 
of you to know that we appreciate the thoughts and prayers that 
have contributed to his recovery which is almost complete at this 
time. 

Terri Meekins and myself wish to thank the Busy Bees and in 
particular Nancy Fox for making  Bible totes for the fifth/sixth 
graders. They have been blest by Pastor Lesley and will be 
presented to the students when Sunday School resumes this month. 

Peace and blessings to all,  
Rosalie Coffman

Lunch Bunch 
The Wednesday Lunch Bunch will meet at the 
Valley View Inn, 8712 Satyr Hill Rd., Parkville, 
on Wednesday, September 28, 2016 at 11:30 
a.m. For reservations call Carolyn at 
410-686-0063 or Helen at 410-665-2056.


