Fourth Sunday
of Easter
April 25, 2021

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville
www.stjohnsparkville.org
(410) 665-1234

After hour emergency: (443) 844-9314
Office@stjohnsparkville.org
Text SJPARKVILLE to 22828 to join our email list.

April 25, 2021
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
WELCOME
PRELUDE

The King of Love My Shepherd Is

Victor Johnson

(©2014 Lorenz Publishing Co.)

GREETING
Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult, all creation around God’s
throne! Jesus Christ is risen! Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; and for so great a
victory, sound the trumpet of salvation. Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the
brightness of your king! Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever.
Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you! Let this place resound
with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
GATHERING HYMN

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our king!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

ELW 385 (sts. 1, 4)

4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
and sing today with one accord,
the life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

(Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.; Music: Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615; Text © 1958 ren. 1986,
Hymns Ancient and modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed
us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(The assembly is seated.)
WORD
FIRST READING

Acts 4:5-12

The next day the rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest,
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had
made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you
do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if
we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked
how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that
this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you,

the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”
The Word of the Lord.
PSALM

Thanks be to God.

(Read responsively; congregation reads bold verses)

Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
SECOND READING

1 John 3:16-24

We know love by this, that Jesus Christ laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for
one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister
in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.
And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do
not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we
obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we should believe
in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the
Spirit that he has given us.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able.)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to John.

John 10:11-18
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs
away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own
and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and

they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I
lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again.
I have received this command from my Father.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
(The assembly is seated.)

SERMON
(Please stand as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY

Have No Fear, Little Flock

ELW 764

1

Have no fear, little flock;
have no fear, little flock,
for the Father has chosen
to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!

2

Have good cheer, little flock;
have good cheer, little flock,
for the Father will keep you
in his love forever;
have good cheer, little flock!

3

Praise the Lord high above;
praise the Lord high above,
for he stoops down to heal you,
uplift and restore you;
praise the Lord high above!

4

Thankful hearts raise to God;
thankful hearts raise to God,
for he stays close beside you,
in all things works with you;
thankful hearts raise to God!

(Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, sts. 2-4; Music: Heinz Werner Zimmerman; Text and
music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
After each petition

PEACE

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your
beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

FRACTURE

(the breaking of the bread)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good
(The assembly may remain standing in place while the bread and the wine are
brought to each member of the assembly.)
COMMUNION
The body and Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
(The elements that are consecrated in the service will be distributed after the service beginning
at 11:30 am in drive-up style in the church parking lot.
COMMUNION HYMN

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart

ELW 484

Refrain
You satisfy the hungry heart
with gift of finest wheat.
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
the bread of life to eat.

1

As when the shepherd calls his sheep,
they know and heed his voice;
so when you call your fam'ly, Lord,
we follow and rejoice. Refrain

2

With joyful lips we sing to you
our praise and gratitude
that you should count us worthy, Lord,
to share this heav'nly food. Refrain

3

Is not the cup we bless and share
the blood of Christ outpoured?
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare
our oneness in the Lord? Refrain

4

The myst'ry of your presence, Lord,
no mortal tongue can tell:
whom all the world cannot contain
comes in our hearts to dwell. Refrain

5

You give yourself to us, O Lord;
then selfless let us be,
to serve each other in your name
in truth and charity. Refrain

(Text: Omar Westendorf, 1916-1997; Music: Robert E. Kreut; Text and music © 1997 Archdiocese of
Philadelphia)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Wellspring of joy,through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all
people,through Jesus Christ our Lord.

SENDING
BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

ELW 789

1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
much we need your tender care.
In your pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.

2 We are yours; in love befriend us,
be the guardian of our way;
keep your flock, from sin defend us,
seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.

3

4

You have promised to receive us,
poor and sinful though we be;
you have mercy to relieve us,
grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
early let us turn to you.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
early let us turn to you.

Early let us seek your favor,
early let us do your will;
blessed Lord and only Savior,
with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.

(Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847: Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868)

Announcements
Congratulations to the Curran family on the baptism of their daughter, Everlee Joanna Curran


May 2nd – Hybrid Service (online and in-person) at 10 am. Please call the church office to sign
up.
The beautiful flowers gracing our worship service today are given in loving memory of
Norma M. O’Connell by her husband, Patrick H. O’Connell and her son, Brian K.
O’Connell.

Additional flowers are given in honor of my parents, Tony and Judy Jasinski, on their 40th
wedding anniversary. Love, Vickie.
We are taking altar flower dedications. The dates available are: May 2nd, 9th, 16th and
23rd, June 6th, 13th, and 27th, July 4th, 18th and 25th, August 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th.

St. John’s Lutheran Church Labyrinth Ministry Team invites you to walk our labyrinth
on World Labyrinth Day, Saturday, May 1st from 1 pm – 4 pm. Come and experience
walking in prayer for world peace as others around the world walk their respective
labyrinths. Masks must be worn and all distancing protocols will be in place.
Our clothing shed is open. All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations
are: All clothing, shoes, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and
stuffed toys. Thanks for your cooperation!
Are you doing any online shopping? Is so, support St. John’s when you shop. Go
to: smile.amazon.com/ch/52-6012034 and Amazon donates to Saint John’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Parkville Inc
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

He Leadeth Me, O Blessed Thought

Matt Limbaugh

(©2018 Lorenz Publishing Co.)
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Prayer List
Please remember the following individuals in your prayers.
For health & healing: Cass Tracey, Pat Denk, Philip Kramer, Sandy Scott, John McLaughlin,
Tony Jasinski, Betty Hedgespeth, Robert Scott, Suzanne Lindsay, Patty Schwab, Ardi
Scarborough and Vickie Jasinski
For family & friends: Ryan Gyr, Charles Gott, Jay Snyder, John Snyder, John Miller, Norma
Weber, Karen Alban, Doug Adams, Linda Asplin, Karen Ehrenberg and Linda Fliegel
For the military and their families: Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony Bowser, Jacob Verble, Lance
Corporal Justin Ferro, Sgt. Stephen Peck, Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann, Michael Anthony
Tucker, Chaplain A. J. Striffler and all those in harm’s way

For those grieving family & friends of: JoAnn Struble, Bill Johnson, Lee Krieger, Randy
Tracey, John Kraft, James Denk
For St. John’s Caring Friends: Trudy Anderson, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Gladys Downs,
Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Betty Hedgespeth, Leroy Hohne, Philip Kramer,
Audrey Lentz, John Lotterer, Patrick O’Connell, Arthur Pulket, Mary Ann Reek, Patricia
Sollanek, Cass Tracey, Emma Volz, Doris Warfield, and Clara Westphal

