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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Each Sunday, as we gather at Christ’s table, we speak these words      
together. And each year, at this sacred time, we are drawn once more 
into their meaning—into Holy Week. 
 
Most people only experience Easter Sunday, but the story begins long 
before the empty tomb. 
 
Palm Sunday leads us into Holy Week and into the great Three Days of 
Jesus’ passion and resurrection—the very heart of the Christian faith. 
 
On Maundy Thursday, Jesus gathers with his disciples for the Last    
Supper. He washes their feet and gives them a new commandment: love 
one another as I have loved you. We will share in a meal together at 
6:00 pm, followed by Holy Communion at 7:00 pm. 
 
On Good Friday, Jesus is crucified by the powers of empire. In the face 
of fear and violence, he does not turn away, but freely lays down his life 
for the world he loves. 
 
On Easter Sunday, God raises Jesus from the dead, opening the way to 
new and everlasting life for all. We are invited to live as God’s new    
creation—people of hope, children of the Resurrection. 
 
This is your invitation to experience these Three Days with us. 
To enter the mystery, to be shaped by the good news of a God who 
loves us to the end. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Mathew 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
 
It feels so good to be able to say Alleluia without worrying someone may hear you. How do you teach 
a handbell piece during Lent without saying the word when one of the hymns is “Jesus Christ is Risen 
Today”? But as Simon said during the Children’s sermon, “If you say it, it’s okay. You don’t have to 
cry.” Alleluia! 
 
April is here with, hopefully, warm weather, gentle rains, and plenty of sunshine. April brings trees 
blooming, birds singing and making nests, and flowers beginning to sprout. Since the first Easter 
came after the Passover feast, it must happen in the spring. What better time? Pastor Amy’s Alleluia 
caterpillar will burst from its box (I am hoping as a butterfly) in the same mysterious way that Jesus 
burst from the tomb.  
 
Did you know that you cannot help a butterfly escape the chrysalis? It must do it on its own. If        
assistance is given the butterfly will die. It needs that struggle to build the wing strength necessary to 
live. Our life is very similar. The challenges we face help to build our character, self-confidence, and 
faith. Of course, we do get plenty of assistance on our journey.  
 
One of my favorite hymns is “Now the Green Blade Rises.”  
(Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958; © Oxford University Press) 
 
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; love lives 
again, that with the dead has been; love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, thinking that he would never wake again, laid in the 
earth like grain that sleeps unseen; love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain, he that for three days in the grave had lain; raised from the 
dead, my living Lord is seen; love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, your touch can call us back to life again, fields of our 
hearts that dead and bare have been; love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
This is spring! This is Easter! After the struggle comes new life! 
 
Now that Easter is here, I need to express my thanks to many people. The Adult and Handbell Choirs 
deserve many thanks for their music during Lent and Easter. Though members of the groups are 
dealing with life and health   problems, they continue to make a joyful noise! Many thanks to them for 
their dedication. Many thanks to the   worship leaders who assisted with the Holden Evening Prayer 
services. Thanks also to Yoon-Mee Chong for     sharing her incredible gift of music. Thanks also to 
Andy and Linda Gaylor for lending their voices on Good Friday for We Remember Calvary. St. John’s is 
very blessed. 
 
Happy Easter! Happy Spring! And, as always, keep  
 
Making a joyful noise!  
 
Martha 

Notes from the Organ Bench 
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 Treasurer’s Report January 2026 

 

 

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ: 

We are working our way through Lent in preparation for the joyous resurrection of Easter. The 
church and council are filled with excitement for this glorious day. And there’s chocolate too! 

The Council passed motions to have a dead tree removed in the back of the Church property and to 
have the carpets cleaned. Now that is exciting and will brighten things considerably! 

A big thank you to the Property Committee for keeping things neat and tidy!! 

We had a financial update from the Finance Committee and the overview is that our current financial 
situation is "good" (not "great"). 

As we approach Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday, the council discussed the importance 
of giving what we can (anything is appreciated) even if we’re not in attendance. The Church does such 
important work that is reliant on our support in any manner we can. I thank you for your generosity 
and kindness in advance. 

Finally, I look forward to gathering for our upcoming Community Meals- the next one is Maundy 
Thursday at 6:00 pm! 

Please reach out to me if you have any questions or comments. 

Peace be with you all! 

Tom Walter 

From the Council President  

  2026 Budget Jan 2026 Jan 2025 

Income       

Regular Giving $330,000 $18,316 $41,669 

Other Income 116,005 8,199 8,101 

Total $446,005 $26,515 $49,770 

        

Average Giving/ 

Sunday 

$8,577 

  

$6,105 $10,417 

        

Expenses       

Benevolence $  33,000 $  2,750 $  2,700 

Budgeted Expenses 413,005 35,108 42,794 

Total $446,005 $37,858 $45,494 

        

Deficit   ($11,343) 4,276 
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April Acolyte Schedule  

**If you are unable to  
keep your scheduled time, 
please contact Rachel Hills 
at rm_hills@yahoo.com or  
410-592-3587 with any  
schedule changes as soon  
as possible. Thank you! 

Lector/Communion Assistant Schedule for April 

4/2 Maundy Thurs.  
7 pm—Susan Handley 

4/19 Laurie Krieger 

4/5 Easter Sunday 
Lee Smith  

4/26 Amanda Hartman 

4/12 JoAnn Weiland   

The office will send out  
your readings.  If you do 
 not receive them, call  
the church office at                 
410-665-1234. The              
schedule is posted   
monthly on the bulletin 
board in the Vestry             
where you robe. 
 

April  

Assisting  

Minister  

Schedule   

4/2 Maundy Thurs. 
7 pm-Amanda Hartman 

4/19 Lee Smith 

4/5 Easter Sunday 

Donna McDonough 

4/26 Lee Smith  

4/12 Donna McDonough   

4/5-Madilyn A.   4/19-Maddie W.  

4/12– Devon W.   4/26–Jack W.  

April Worship  

Dismissal Schedule  

4/2 
Maundy 
Thurs. -7 pm 
Paige M.  

4/12 Gabby G. (C) 
Roman G.   

4/3 Good Fri.-7 pm 
Jack W. 

4/19 
Paige. M. (C) 
Maddie W.  
Jack W.  

4/5 

Easter Sunday 
Jack W. (C) 
Maddie W.  
Devon W.  

4/26 
James W. (C) 
Alec B.  
Devon W.  

If your child would like to 
help with the dismissal, 
please let one of the     
Pastors know.  



 5 

 

Newsletter Articles  
for the May edition of the  

St. John’s Herald  
are due by April 16th. 
 

 Faith and Fellowship meets in the Fellowship Hall  
on the first floor from 9 am—9:45 am each Sunday.  

This is an opportunity for adults to gather for light refreshments  
and to grow in faith.  

                               Maundy Thursday/
Community Meal  

Thursday, April 2nd  (change in day) 
6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Invite your family, friends and neighbors! 
Volunteers and donations are needed.  

There is a sign-up on the 3rd floor bulletin board.  

Holy Week Worship Schedule  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 2nd 

7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service with Holy Communion 
 

Good Friday, April 3rd 

12:00 noon Procession & Ecumenical Stations of the Cross 

(Please note: The Ecumenical Procession begins at St. Ursula Catholic Church) 

7:00 pm Good Friday Service with Choir Cantata 

 

Easter Sunday, April 5th 

10:00 am Service of Holy Communion 

Live & Online Worship  

Sunday School  
Join us for Sunday School on Sunday mornings from 9:00 am until 9:45 am, followed 
by worship at 10:00 am. Children ages 3 through 5th grade meet on the third floor, 
Middle and High School students meet in the Youth Room on the second floor, and 
adults meet in the Fellowship Hall. Please Note...There will be NO Sunday School on 
Easter Sunday. 

St. John’s Youth Group meets in the Youth Room on the first Sunday of the 
month, from about 11:15 am —12:30 pm. This group is for middle and high school 

students.  

 Join us as we have fun, get to know one another and grow in faith. See you there! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=alleluia+clipart&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=alleluia+clipart&sc=2-14&sp=-1&sk=
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=alleluia+clipart&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=alleluia+clipart&sc=2-14&sp=-1&sk=
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Thanks to everyone for 
the prayers and cards I 
received during my     
surgery and recovery.  

Judy Jasinski  

 

  We are taking altar flower dedications for 2026 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at ofice@stjohnsparkville.org 
or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date.  

**Please note that the cost of Altar Flowers is $50** 

Thanks to everyone  for supporting this ministry and for keeping our altar beautifully decorated with 
flowers each Sunday.  

 

  A reminder that  
St. John’s has Venmo!  

Enter @stjohnsparkville in 
the Venmo App or scan the 

QR code. This is an alternate 
way of giving for those who 

don’t carry cash.  

                                                   Clothing Shed Fundraiser 
 

All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations are: All clothing, shoes, 
belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys. Please 

spread the word about our clothing shed to your family, friends and neighbors. 
Thanks for your donations.  

  

May 3 and 24 September 6 and 27 November 8 and 29 

July 19 October 4 and 18   December 6 and 27 

Save the date for our first Saint John's Family, Friends,  
and Neighbors Property Committee Serve Day!  

 

The event will take place Saturday, May 16th, from 9 am-12 pm with lunch to follow, so mark your  
calendars. It will  include several projects around our church property. See the sign -
up link below to sign up for a project and make the event a success.  
 
It is a great opportunity to work together, invite friends and family, and bless those 
who will experience our property in any way, shape or form! 
 
Click here to volunteer or contact the church office. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084BA5AE23A2F94-62023432-property#/
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Friday Bible Study  

Join us for our  
Friday Bible Study  

at 11:00 am  
in the Smith Building  
Our study is on the     

Parables of Jesus . All Are Welcome! 

Pleas Note…There will be NO Bible Study 
on Good Friday.  

The next Men-in-Mission meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 14th at 7:00 pm in the Youth Room.  
 

Our April breakfast meeting will take place at Jerry D’s on Saturday, April 18th at 
9:00 am. 
 

All men from the Congregation are invited to attend our meetings. Have a 
wonderful Easter!  
 

Keith Duerling 

 

The Food for Thought Program is 

providing 60 food bags for 30 students 
in need at Carney Elementary.  

At this time we are in need of:  

Chef Boyardee single serving meals and  

Tuna and/or Chicken Salad kits, pudding cups  

and pop tarts.  

Don’t feel like shopping?  

Monetary donations are always welcome. 

It is time for the College Cares Program 

We will be sending care packages to our youth who are away at college 
to remind them that their church family is thinking of them. If you 
would like to participate, there is a board on the counter outside of the 
Sanctuary. Please return your donations to Chris Hills or bring to the 

church office by Sunday, April 5th. 

Note from the Busy Bees… 

Once again, Busy Bees are asking for help. As a congregation, you 
have been incredible with your   support of the Christmas Bazaar! 
One of our most successful areas of sale have been the jams and  
jellies. However, we are an aging group of women, and our health 
is becoming an issue.  

Ginny has been responsible for organizing and making the jams and jellies for 13 years. At 83, she 
needs to step down. This year she would like to guide and train a group interested in how it is done.  

Since the strawberries are usually in season after Memorial Day, we will have a meeting after worship 
on Sunday, April 12th  to explain in more detail what is involved.  

If you would like to be a part of a group to learn all that is needed to make the jams and jellies for the 
Christmas Bazaar, contact the church office.   
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The church office will be closed on  

Easter Monday, April 6th.  

 

THANK YOU for the outpouring of love to our neighbors at the Franciscan Center of Baltimore in 
support of their “Children’s Sunday Best Clothing Drive!” Thanks to your generosity, many        

children will receive high-quality clothing to celebrate Easter with confidence, warmth, and joy. A 
big thank you to Dennis for delivering 9 bags of clothing and a check for the center. What a holy 

privilege to be the hands and feet of Christ this season!  

Save the Date 

Prayer Partner Luncheon 

Sunday, May 24th 

11:30 am  

in the Fellowship Hall 

More  information coming soon! 

 

The Worship & Music Ministry extends a big THANK YOU to 
the following committees that made our 5 Lenten Soup and 
Salad meals a reality again this year. 
 

The Church Council, the Adult & Handbell Choirs, Trinity     
Circle, the Altar Guild along with Men in Mission and Family 
Ministry took weekly turns and were responsible for setting up 
the Fellowship Hall, preparing the food, serving the meal and 
cleaning up afterwards. 

 

A special thanks to the Hospitality Group for supplying the teams with all the essentials.  
 

It was a joy to gather and share a meal together before our Holden Evening Prayer Services. 
 

Bonnie Spellman, Committee Chair 
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04/01 Hayden Miller 
04/02 Hayden Evans 
04/03 Jaxson Alford 
04/03 Melissa Burkhardt 
04/03 Mary Gude 
04/03 Ronnie Ruffner 
04/04 Brett Evans 
04/04 Olusegun Fowode 
04/04 Annette Jones 
04/05 Cornelius McCall, III 
04/05 Faith Rykaczewski 
04/06 Dennis Wassman 
04/07 Madeleine Wood 
04/08 Kirsten Miller 
04/09 Gabriel DeJesus 
04/09 Karen Ermer 
04/10 Christopher Cappucci 
 
 

04/11 Karli Cappucci 
04/11 Carl Lotterer  91

st 

04/11 Michael Muhlbach 
04/11 Lee Smith 
04/12 Ryan DeWitt 
04/12 Susan Handley 
04/13 Robert Schlicht 
04/14 Molly Cummings 
04/15 Devin Hyman 
04/15 Andray Nufea, Sr. 
04/16 Jonathan Graf 
04/17 Andrew Burkhardt 
04/17 Christopher Perzan 
04/18 James Bauhaus 
04/19 Abigail Schwartz-Mitchell 
04/19 Jennifer Schwartz-Mitchell 
04/20 Barbara Berner 
 
 

04/20 Amanda Hartman 
04/21 Isabella Diffenderffer 
04/21 Johanna Gray 
04/22 Giavanna Tilton 
04/23 Susan Dreier 
04/24 Milton Dutcher  85

th 

04/24 Scott Wenneson 
04/25 Dale Pickett, Jr. 
04/25 Carter Votta 
04/29 Julie Perzan 
04/29 Carolyn Souders 
04/30 Betty Ehm  90

th 

04/30 Janice Palin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April Birthdays 

April Baptismal Anniversaries 

April Wedding Anniversaries 

04/00 Bonnie Rogers 
04/00 Barbara Mueller 
04/00 Susan Addison 
04/00 Susan Hutton 
04/00 Bradford Nicholson 
04/00 Laura Sparks 
04/00 Patrick Merrey 
04/00 Ryan Haacke 
04/00 Chase Ullmann 
04/03 Marissa Evans 
04/03 Julianna Johnson 
04/03 Charlotte Miller 

04/05 Dale Pickett, Jr. 
04/08 James Johnson 
04/08 Liam Hamilton 
04/11 Genevieve Schwartz-
Mitchell 
04/11 Vincent Kirby 
04/14 Callum Willett 
04/15 Ryan Billman 
04/15 Paige Morgan 
04/16 Randy Wolfe 
04/18 Mikayla Collett 
04/18 Aiden Collinsworth 

04/18 Adalyn Rother 
04/20 Noah Shull 
04/21 Oliver Blazakis 
04/22 Andray Nufea, Sr. 
04/22 Anna Gerber 
04/24 Sophia Shull 
04/25 Emily Lipka 
04/25 Everlee Curran 
04/26 Henry Ermer 
04/26 Christopher Rother 
04/27 Nora McDonough 
04/30 Emma Nicholson 

 4/5/2002 Martha & Jim Bauhaus 
4/11/2011 Melvin & Janice Vinson 
4/12/1997 Denise & David Nash 
4/18/1998 Andi & Matt Fuhrman 
4/20/1968 Alan & Nancy Fox 

4/22/1989 Judy & Fred Zimmer 
4/26/1981 Judy & Tony Jasinski, Jr. 
4/27/1996 Randy & Laura Wolfe 
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Prayer List 
Please remember the following individuals in your prayers: 

For health & healing 
Gerry Steg 
Jim Morrow 
Bill Arnold 
Sue Wenneson 
Judy Jasinski 
Ruth Albrecht 
Sheila Bender 
Ethan Alford 
Barbara Conrad 
Lou Carletti 
Landon Ullmann 
John McLaughlin 
Barbara Mueller 
Tony Jasinski 
Danyiel Cleckley 
Pat Denk 
Olusegun Fowode 
Marge Jasper 
Julie Hastings 
Kim Townsley 
Bill Fliegel 
Diane Carroll 
Richard Souders 
Oluseye Fowode 
Robert Suznick 
Lisa Duerling 
Debbie Miller 
Sandy Scott 
Vickie Jasinski  
  
For family & friends  
Megan Erpenstein 
Bill Beck 
Henry Davis 
Anita 
Peggy Denk 
 
 
 
 

Marianne Widderich 
Patricia Dunn 
Jerre Keller 
Ian Miles 
Robin Bailey 
Jennifer Ward 
Elaine Perzan 
Tommy Martin 
Joe Brown  
Karen Alban 
Janet Barney 
Tony & Barb Distefano 
Jane Esterby 
Leroy Harrison 
Cierra Harrison 
Owen Hastings 
Peggy Van Houten 
Lou Ermer 
Joong In Rhee 
 
For the military     
and their families  
Ryan McCann 
Mason Arnold 
Kalib McCann 
Leroy Keller 
Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony 
Bowser 
Corporal Justin Ferro 
Staff Sgt. Brandan Hartmann 
Michael Anthony Tucker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For those grieving family & 
friends of  
Roxann Kelly 
Charles Bender 
Janet Roth 
  
 Homebound  members 
Patricia Becker 
Agatha Biensach-Daniels 
Larry Conley 
Barbara Conrad 
Margaret Eubert 
June Franz 
Betty Glassband 
Richard Hoerner 
Audrey Lentz 
Carl Lotterer  
Barbara Mueller 
Paul Nolder 
Doris Rye 
Mildred Schaffer 
Kim Townsley 
Emma Volz 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note regarding the Prayer List 

Those on the family & friends prayer list will remain for six weeks and then will be    
removed—unless otherwise specified. If at any time you would like to add or        

remove someone from the list, please contact the church office.  
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April  Calendar 
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Kid’s Corner 

 

 

 


