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   ĚI wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my 
hope.ě Psalm 130:5 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Our son has really been loving calendars lately. We created one thatĘs 
personalized for him with not only holidays on it, but also loved oneĘs 
birthdays, his pre-k schedule, and other fun events. Most days he asks 
excitedly at breakfast, ĚWhat is today?!?ě or ĚWhere are we going        
today?ě And so, we open up the calendar to see what the day has in 
store.  

IĘm finding that there is a lesson here, especially for adults like me who 
tend to allow our days to be dictated by to-do lists, chores, errands, 
deadlines and obligations. Our questions, upon waking, can easily        
become, ĚWhat do I HAVE to do today? WhatĘs on the to-do list?ě The 
simple question of a child, ĚWhat is today?ě reorients me, fostering an 
attitude of HOPE and excitement rather than an attitude of drudgery, 
or worse, gloom and dread. 

What would it be like for us to join the children in wondering what we 
have to look forward to each dayĠwhat we GET to do versus what we 
HAVE to do? Could even everyday chores and errands be transformed 
into opportunities for love and serviceĠeven joy? It makes me recall 
Mary Poppins and her child-like approach to tidying up the nursery: ĚIn 
every job that must be done, there is an element of fun. You find the fun 
and, snap! The jobĘs a game!ě 

The season of Advent seeks to instill in us this attitude of joyful waiting, 
to approach life with hope and excitement in our hearts as we wait for 
Christ to be born. Even when chaos and violence swirl around us, our 
hope is a powerful force for good. My prayer for all of us this season is 
for the gift of hopeful hearts that are eager to embrace each new day.  

 
                                                                                                    See page 2 
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Here are some other ways to welcome Advent this year:  

-Join us for worship on each of the four Sundays of Advent as we light the candles of the Advent 
wreath in anticipation of JesusĘ birth!  
-Pick up an Advent devotional to take home and meditate on the short devotions each day leading 
up to Christmas.  
- Share your hopes with family and friends. Hear their hopes as well. And together trust that God is 
weaving our hopes together for the good of this world and the world to come.  
-Pray. Speak the names of people who are on your mind, trusting that God hears you.  
-Light a candle at home and sing this Advent verse by Rev. Lydia Posselt, set to the tune of ĚAway in 
a Manger:ě  
 

Await you Lord Jesus, your birth to arrive, God's love to embody, our hope to revive. The world keeps us 
fearful, ignite now this flame, Its brightness reveals and announces Christ's reign. 

Friends, whatever ways you observe Advent this year, know that there is beauty in the waiting, and 
that we do not hope in vain; Emmanuel is coming soon!  

Advent Blessings, 
Pastor Amy Berger 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

The Advent season will begin soon, followed by the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I enjoy this time of 
year, especially the music.  Both the secular Christmas carols as well as the seasonal hymns are some 
of my favorite music. 

By the time you read this the Fall Congregation meeting will have taken place.  New Council members 
will have been elected, the 2026 Mission and Ministry Budget approved and other business             
conducted.  

The Congregation Council has been busy: reviewing the budget presented to the Congregation,       
approving the snow removal contract and approving expanded use of our facilities by the Foursquare 
Hispanic Church.  Also note, in 2026 there will be a new slate of officers ĕ I have served two years as 
President and can not serve again and Megan Czarski (Vice-president) and Robin Dibley (Secretary) 
both have served six years on Council and are not eligible to run again. 

The Christmas Bazaar was a huge success ĕ thank you to all who made it happen.   

Coming up: Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service on November 26th, the Community Meal on          
December 3rd and the Longest Night Service on December 21st. 

If you have any questions about your Congregation Council, or the Church finances please ask me or 
any of the members. 

Thank you for helping St. JohnĘs thrive. 

Remember, you are welcome here and there is a place for you here. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Lee Smith, Council President 2025 

From the Council President  



 о 

 

Happy New Year! At least in the church it is the beginning of a new year. Our year begins with Advent 
and ends with Christ the King, so, Happy New Year!  
 
Advent is a season of preparation. While we spend time buying, wrapping, decorating, etc. for our 
personal Christmas Eve and Christmas, the church prepares for the birth of Christ. The readings focus 
on the prophecies of Isaiah, the songs about waiting and getting ready for the birth of our savior. 
 
There is always a song running in my head and the current one is from the Adult ChoirĘs cantata. ĚThe 
people who walk in darkness have seen a great lightĠě This past year has been filled with so much 
darkness and so many problems that I know that I am ready for some light, some happiness. 
 
Have you noticed that light is an important part of our Christmas preparations? We put lights on our 
trees, both inside and outside of our homes. Some people put candles in the windows. Some add 
lights to their houses, others use spotlights. Light is important. 
 
During Advent we light the candles on the advent wreath. Each week an additional candle is lit, giving 
more light. On Christmas Eve we light the Christ candle, the greatest light of all; and the lights on our 
inside trees are turned on, adding a soft glow to the worship space. But the most impressive lighting 
of all comes during the candlelight service. Each person has their own lit candle, the electric lights are 
turned off, and the only sources of light are from the trees and candles. It is the most beautiful sight. 
And, add the singing of ĚSilent Night,ě and there is a feeling of peace. Everyone is focused. The Light 
has come. 
 
As we prepare for Christmas, there are several special worship opportunities. On Wednesday,          
December 3rd the Community Midweek Service is held at 6:45 pm in the Smith Building. If you have 
not joined us for one of these services, you might want to consider this one. The service is informal, 
includes communion, a reflection on the scripture, different songs, and lasts less than 45 minutes. 
 

On Sunday, December 21st the Adult Choir will present I Hear the Prophet CallinĘ as part of the       
worship service. This cantata tells how the message of JesusĘs coming started with the prophet Isaiah 
and spread through the world. It is one of the choirĘs favorite cantatas. 
 
Also on December 21st is the Longest Night service @ 6:00 pm. If you need something quiet, or arenĘt 
up to the jolliness of Christmas, this might be your service. It focuses on the reality that sometimes 
Christmas is difficult. 
 
Of course, after all of our preparations, Christmas Eve arrives. Please join us for one, or all, of our   
services. The 10:00 am service includes traditional worship. The 4:00 pm service features the children 
helping with the telling of JesusĘs birth. (We never know what will happen.) The 8:30 pm service         
includes the Handbell and Adult choirs, in addition to the candle lighting. I hope to see you            
throughout Advent and on Christmas Eve.  
 
Happy New Year and, as always, keep 
 
Making a joyful noise! 
  
Martha 
 

Notes from the Organ Bench 
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December Acolyte Schedule  

all services are at 10 am  

**If you are unable to  
keep your scheduled time, 
please contact Rachel Hills 
at rm_hills@yahoo.com or  
410-592-3587 with any  
schedule changes as soon  
as possible. Thank you! 

Lector/Communion Assistant Schedule for December  

12/7 Ed Ford 12/24 10 amĖMilt Dutcher 

12/14 Tom Walter 12/24 4 pm-Donna McDonough 

12/21 Andi Fuhrman 12/24 8:30 pm-Megan Czarski 

    12/28  

The office will send out your         
readings.  If you do not          
receive them, call the church 
office at 410-665-1234. The 
schedule is posted monthly 
on the bulletin board in the 
Vestry where you robe. 
 

Thank you, 
Sheila Bender        

December  

Assisting  

Minister  

Schedule   

12/7 Lee Smith 12/24 10 am-JoAnne Weiland 

12/14 Lee Smith 12/24 4 pm-Vickie Jasinski 

12/21  Vickie Jasinski 12/24 8:30 pm-Tony Jasinski 

    12/28 Vickie Jasinksi 

12/7-Jack W. 12/24 (10 am)-TBD  

12/14-Alec B.  12/24 (4 pm) -TBD 

12/21-Madilyn A.  12/24 (8:30 pm)-TBD 

 12/28-Devon W.  

December Worship  

Dismissal Schedule  
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ʻʼˣʼʾ 
ʾ̇Ūŉ̇ Gabby G. (C) 

̇̒ ʼˣʻʾ 
 Devon W. (C)  
 Jack W.  
Maddie W.  

̇̒ ʼˣʼʾ 
˂˥ʽʺ̇Ūŉ̇ 

Olivia S. (C) 
Maddie W.  
Jack. W. 

ʻʼˣʼʻ 
Gabby G. (C) 
Roman G. 
Alec. B. 

ʻʼˣʼ˂ ¸îıħđ̇w˖̇ 

ʻʼˣʼʾ 
ʻʺ̇îŉ TBD   

If your child would like to 
help with the dismissal, 
please let one of the     
Pastors know.  
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 Treasurerôs Report September 2025 

 

December Ushers  
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  A reminder that  
St. JohnĘs has Venmo!  

Enter @stjohnsparkville in the 
Venmo App or scan the QR 
code. This is an alternate way 
of giving for those who donĘt 

carry cash.  

  2025 Budget Sep 2025 2025 (Jan-Sep) 2024 (Jan-Sep) 

Income         

Regular Giving $325,000 $21,087 $235,293 $238,282 

Other Income 108,361 2,591 36,234 40,433 

Total $433,361 $23,678 $271,527 $278,715 

          

Average Giving/ 

Sunday 

$8,334 

  

$5,272 $6,192 $6,110 

          

Expenses         

Benevolence $  32,500 $  2,700 $ 23,600 $ 15,000 

Budgeted Expenses 400,861 23,335 284,574 282,605 

Total $433,361 $26,035 $308,174 $297,605 

          

Deficit   ($2,357) ($36,647) ($18,890) 

The church office will be closed on Thursday, December 25th  and Friday,                
December 26th in observance of Christmas.  
 

The church office will also be closed on Thursday, January 1st in        
observance of New Years Day.  

The Pastors and staff at St. JohnĘs would like to wish you all a blessed Christmas and a happy and 
healthy New Year! 

Social Ministry is participating in the Shoeboxes for C.A.N. Program 

The shoeboxes will be filled and donated to children in need at the Eastside Shelter. 
Items needed are: shoeboxes, matching hats & gloves, books, coloring books and 
toys that will fit in a shoebox (ex. Legos, small stuffed toys, cars) for ages 2-14. 
Please drop your donations in the bins in the 2nd  & 3rd  floor stairwells or in the 
church office. Donations are due by Sunday, November 30th. 
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Faith + Fellowship  
 

Faith and Fellowship meets in the Fellowship Hall  
on the first floor from 9 amĖ9:45 am each Sunday.  

This is an opportunity for adults to gather for light refreshments  
and to grow in faith.  

  

Sunday School  
Join us for Sunday School on Sunday mornings from 9:00 am until 9:45 am, followed 
by worship at 10:00 am. Children ages 3 through 5th grade meet on the third floor, 
Middle and High School students meet in the Youth Room on the second floor, and 
adults meet in the Fellowship Hall.   

On December 7th, we will have a special ĚAdvent Celebrationě for all ages in the Fellowship Hall 
from 9:00Ė9:45 am. Join us for Advent Trivia, songs & fun!  

Friday Bible Study  

Join us for our  
Friday Bible Study  
at 11:00 am  

in the Smith Building 
Our study is on Philippians. 

All are welcome! 
 

The December Men-in-Mission meeting will take place on Tuesday, December 9that 7:00 pm in the 
Youth Room. The topic of the meeting will be the continuation of our study of the                              
Apostles. Specifically, we will discuss Andrew and James, the sons of Zebedee. 
 

We will not have a breakfast meeting in December so that our members will have one less               
commitment during this busy time of year. 
 

All men of St. Johns are invited to attend our meetings. 
 

Have a joyful Christmas! 
 

Keith Duerling 

Food for Thought Program  
 

We are providing 60 food bags for 30 students in need at 
Carney Elementary.   

 

                       Items needed: 

Chef Boyardee single serving meals 

Pop tarts 

Fruit Snacks   
DonĘt feel like shopping?  

Monetary donations are always welcome!  

St. JohnĘs Youth Group meets in the Youth Room on the first Sunday of the month, 
from about 11:15 am Ė12:30 pm. This group is for middle and high school students. 
Join us as we have fun, get to know one another and grow in faith. 
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Free Community Meal 
Wednesday, December 3rd 

5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Invite your family, friends and neighbors! 
Volunteers and donations are needed.  

There is a sign-up on the 3rd floor bulletin board.  

Wednesday Night Worship 
December 3rd after the Community Meal  at 6:45 pm 

 

This is a brief communion service held in the Smith Building with blended     
music featuring piano and/or guitar, as well as an interactive reflection. We 
hope you can join us and invite your friends and neighbors! 

Food Pantry Request 
 

The food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran Church, VictorĘs Vittles, is 
serving 30-40 families each week. Items needed are: canned fruit, cereal & 
oatmeal, jelly, peanut butter, pasta sauce, spaghetti noodles,  Raman   

noodles, mac & cheese, beef stew, pancake mix & syrup, instant potatoes, canned meals. 

You can drop your donations off at St. JohnĘs and we will deliver them to the food pantry. *Just a 
note...regular size items are best because everything has to fit into one bag. 

Thank you so much for your continued support of our food pantry! 

Social Ministry is sponsoring the  
Presents for Parkville and Snowmen for Seniors Programs. 

 

The Presents for Parkville Program is in partnership with Carney Elementary. 
If you would like to participate, take a Christmas ball tag from the tree in the Narthex 
and log it on the sheet on the table. Please return your unwrapped gift with gift wrap 
included with your tag  attached. If you would like to participate, but do not like to 

shop, we will gladly take monetary donations. Contact Amanda Wood with questions at               
amanda.regina.wood@gmail.com 

  
The Snowmen for Seniors Program is in partnership with the Parkville Senior Center.  
If you would like to participate, take a snowman tag from the tree in the Narthex and log 
it on the sheet on the table. Please wrap your gift and attach the tag on the outside       

of the gift.  
 

 Please return all gifts under the tree or in the church office by Sunday, December 21st.   
 

Thank you so much for helping those in need this holiday season! 
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Newsletter Articles  
for the January edition of 

the  
St. JohnĘs Herald  

are due by December 15th. 

 

  We are taking altar flower dedications for 2026 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at ofice@stjohnsparkville.org 
or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date.  

**Please note that the cost of Altar Flowers is $50** 

Thanks to everyone  for supporting this ministry and for keeping our altar beautifully decorated with 
flowers each Sunday.  

Our "Caring Friends" ministry is in need of more  volunteers to visit 
with our  homebound members. If you enjoy visiting 

and talking with fellow siblings in Christ, please   
prayerfully consider if this opportunity is calling out to 
you! You will receive training to deliver communion 
from our worship service to our members who cannot 
make it to church on Sundays. Please be in touch with 
Pastor Amy for more information.  

January 11 and 25 April 12 and 19 July 5,12 and 19 

February 1, 8, 15 and 22 May 3 and 31 August 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 

March 1, 8, 15  22 and 29 June 28 September 6, 13, 20 and 27 

Our 3rdAnnual Cookie Exchange will be held on Sunday, December 14th  after worship in 

the Fellowship Hall. Make a batch of your favorite cookies and exchange them with    
others. Any questions, contact Lynn Gerber.   
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Items needed for the Preschool 

¶ clean empty glass jars (spaghetti sauce size)  

¶  cereal boxes  

¶ large coffee cans with lids 

 

Please NoteĠ 

There will be no Sunday 
School  

and Faith + Fellowship on 
December 28th &  

January 4th.  

                                                   Clothing Shed Fundraiser 
 

All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations are: All clothing, shoes, 
belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys. Please 
spread the word about our clothing shed to your family, friends and neighbors. 

Thanks for your donations.  

Sending out a big THANK YOU to Scott Becker, Bob Spellman, the Evans 
Family (Brett, David, Kate, Brody, Landry and Emma) as well as Quinn for 
your willingness to assist me in setting up or breaking down the 2nd floor 
Craft Room for our Annual  Christmas Bazaar. Your help was deeply           
appreciated. 

Bonnie Spellman 

Dear Congregation,  

Thank you for your generous donation to the 2025White Elephant Treasure Christmas   

Bazaar Sale! Thank you to all the helpers and Crew 30 staff! This would not have been possible    
without everyoneĘs help and efforts! We broke last yearĘs records! Thank you all so very much for 

working together! Have a safe and blessed Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!   

Roger Insley, Chairperson  

Anne Suznick, Ruth Albright & Peggy Buckless, Co-Chairpersons 

Dear Church Friends of St. JohnĘs Cemetery,  

We are so proud and happy at how well our cemetery is taken care 
of, and our many family members who place beautiful flowers on 
their loved onesĘ graves throughout the entire year. Again, we thank 
you all and we pray you have a blessed Christmas Holiday and a 
healthy & Happy New Year! 

Blessings, 

Cemetery Committee 



 мл 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Wreaths Across America 

Wreath Laying Ceremony at St. JohnĘs 
Saturday, December 13, 2025Ė12:30 pm 

 

The Wreaths Across America service will be held at St. JohnĘs and Parkwood, as well 
as many participating cemeteries around the country.  Wreaths for the known VeteransĘ graves at our 
church  cemetery were purchased by the church and our Wreath Laying Ceremony will be held at 
12:30pm and we encourage our members, especially the family and friends of our Veterans, to attend.   

Our members may sponsor a wreath(s) to honor the service of a Veteran at a participating cemetery 
in Maryland or around the country.  In addition, a wreath(s) may be placed in person at a non-
participating cemetery (wreaths will be available for pickup at the church on 12/13).   

The cost of the fresh wreath is $17 and for each wreath ordered, St. JohnĘs will receive $5.  

Orders may be placed online or by mail.  All orders must be received by 12/1.  Flyers will be available 
in the weekly email and the church hall with helpful instructions on how to place the order.  We are 
asking for a volunteer to play taps at our 12:30pm service.  Please contact Nancy Ford (443-835-7038) 
if you have any questions.  Thank you for your consideration. 

A few notes from your Financial Secretary:  

I hope everyone is doing well! 

ItĘs that time of the year already!  Just sending along some friendly 
reminders to you about your 2025 giving: 

¶ Please make sure that any final 2025 contributions you wish to 
make to St. John's are placed in the offering plate or received by 
the church office no later than Sunday, December 28th.  Our final count and deposit, which will   
include any contributions received through December 28th, will be done the morning of Monday, 
December 29th. All contributions received in 2025 will be included on your 2025 Contribution    
Report. Reports will be generated and mailed to you in mid-January.  

¶ Our Simply Giving program continues to be available to you in making contributions to St. John's. 
If you are interested in signing up, you may do so at any time. Please feel free to send me an email 
at haackefamily@comcast.net or give me a call at 410-661-8970 and I will send a form to you for 
you to complete. If you have any questions about filling out the form or the program, please let me 
know. I'm happy to help.  

¶ In addition to regular envelope and Simply Giving offerings, you may give by way of credit card or 
Venmo through our website at www.stjohnsparkville.org. (For Venmo, you may also just enter 
@stjohnsparkville if you have the Venmo App.) 

On behalf of our Church, thank you for your continued support and generosity!  

Stay safe and enjoy the upcoming holiday season! 

Debra Haacke 
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A big ĚThank Youě to Diane Carroll and family for the donation of Boost 
Nutritional Supplement. Their generous donation allowed us to help out 
several of our Caring Friends with a nutritional and delicious                 
beverage.  
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St. JohnĘs 
Annual 
Christmas 
Bazaar 

Thank You to everyone who supported our Annual Christmas Bazaar!! A HUGE thanks to all the        

organizers, volunteers, vendors, and everyone who came out to shop. It is wonderful having  so much 
support for this event. Your support helps us continue to live out our mission! 
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