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ñBut the angel said to them, ėDo not be afraid; for seeĖI am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.Ęě 
ĖLuke 2:10ĕ11 
 

Christmas Day comes and goes quickly. The candles are extinguished. 
The music quiets. The decorations are slowly put away. 
 

And for many, the days that follow Christmas can feel unexpectedly 
heavy. 
 

Most of us do not arrive at Christmas carrying only joy. (For what itĘs 
worth I canĘt imagine Mary, Joseph or the Shepherds and Magi were  
only feeling joy either.)  
We might be carrying grief, or exhaustion, loneliness, or the ache of 
someone who should have been there. 
 

Recently, I was reminded how tempting it can be to avoid those places 
of sadness altogether. Someone once told me, ĚIĘve done a lot of       
weddings, but I donĘt do funerals. ItĘs just too much.ě Many of us         
understand that instinct. Grief and loss can feel overwhelming. 
 

But avoiding pain doesnĘt make it disappear. And in this time of year, we 
stand at a threshold of sorts, between years, between seasons. And in 
the quiet we might notice what still hurts, what still aches. 
 

As Pastor Amy asked, ĚWhat is Christmas supposed to feel like?ě 
The good news of Christmas is for us. And thatĘs especially true in     
moments of grief and loss. 
 

   ĚAnd you, beneath life's crushing load, 
whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way 
with painful steps and slow: 
look now, for glad and golden hours 
come swiftly on the wing; 
oh, rest beside the weary road 
and hear the angels sing!ě 
 

The good news the angels sing is precisely for those who are feeling 
overwhelmed. 
                                                                                                    See page 2 
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In the longest night service we heard from Isaiah, who spoke hope into barren places: 
ĚThe wilderness and the dry land shall be glad the desert shall rejoice and blossom.ě (Chapter 35) 
 

And we heard from Jesus who says to those who are exhausted and carrying heavy burdens, ĚCome 
to me, and I will give you rest.ě He does not ask us to be cheerful or put on a happy face, but to come 
as we are. 
 

In the days after Christmas, we are invited to be honest about what we carry. To light a candle and 
to trust that God is still near. When hope feels thin, we hold the light for one anotherĖreminding 
each other that we are not alone. 
 

In these last days of the Christmas season, may GodĘs presence continue to meet you where you are. 
Merry Christmas. 
 

In ChristĘs love, 

Pastor Mathew 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

We are just days from the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  What a wonderful time of the year!  The 
sights and sounds during Advent and Christmas always bring enjoyment and helps me to realize all 
the blessings bestowed upon us. 

The Congregation Council met for the last time in 2025.  We welcomed new members Cam Houston 
and Tony Jasinski.  The Council also elected the officers for 2026.  So please congratulate Tom Walter 
as President, Ruth Albrecht as Vice-president and Tony Jasinski as Secretary.  Please support them as 
you have the outgoing officers. 

Which brings me to saying a big Ěthank-youě to Robin Dibley and Megan Czarski who have each 
served 6 years on Council and 2 years as Secretary and Vice-president respectively.  Your service is 
most appreciated. 

We spent a few moments reflecting on the unimaginable tragedy experienced by the BenderĘs, their 
family and friends and the Congregation as a whole.  Please keep everyone in your prayers. 

Finally, as my two-year term as President ends, I find it hard to express in words how honored IĘve 
been to serve St. JohnĘs.  It hasnĘt always been easy, but it has been rewarding.  Thank-you to the   
Pastors, Congregation Council and the Congregation for your support and trust.  I will continue to 
serve on Council for a second three-year term and the Executive Committee for one year helping   
ensure a smooth transition. 

If you have any questions about your Congregation Council, or the Church finances, please ask me or 
any of the members. 

Thank you for helping St. JohnĘs thrive. 

Remember, you are welcome here and there is a place for you here. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Lee Smith, Council President 2025 

From the Council President  
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As I am writing this, I am looking at all of the clutter around me. When I decided to re-do my office 
many years ago, I purchased a small corner desk with the thought that, with less surface space, I 
would be more organized. Well, all I am going to say is that I still have a lot of Ěstuffě surrounding me. 
Right now I am busy planning services and music for the Longest Night, Christmas, the childrenĘs  
program at the 4:00 service, Lessons and Carols, and Epiphany. My brain is a little overloaded with 
musical Ěclutter.ě 
 

In addition to this, Christmas is coming in the secular world. Between writing cards, baking, shopping, 
wrapping, decorating, etc. this is a very stressful time, but, as IĘve said before, ĚChristmas is coming, 
whether IĘm ready or not.ě 
 

On Christmas Eve I try to make an effort to stop between services. I often go into church and sit in 
one of the pews. I take in the lights, decorations, and stillness of the place. I try to let the stress go if 
only for a few minutes. After the last service I go home, pour something to drink, sit in the silence, 
and enjoy the tree. Just a little time to listen and remove some of the clutter from my brain. 
 

By the time you read this, we will be finishing up the Christmas season and beginning the time of 
Epiphany. Can you recall a time when you had an epiphany? 2025 held several epiphanies for me; 
most importantly, that I am strong and can stand on my own feet. When we have an epiphany,    
something is revealed. The lightbulb goes on. In our faith, Jesus is the epiphany, the light. 
 

January might be the time for your own epiphany. What would you like to do at St. JohnĘs? You are 
part of a family and there are lots of opportunities to use your gifts.  
 

¶ Maybe you enjoy socializing? You might want to be a caring friend, help with the community 
meals, help with Food for Thought program. 

¶ Maybe you enjoy reading? How about being a lector during Sunday services?  
¶ Are you good with numbers? The Financial secretary would love to talk to you. 
¶ Are you handy? The Busy Bees could use help sewing and the Property committee has projects 
that could use a few more hands. 

¶ Do you like to make music? I have many opportunities for you- handbells, adult choir, providing a 
prelude for a service? 

 

Whatever your gift, consider sharing. 
 

I could not finish my notes without thanking all of the people who have contributed to the music of 
Advent and Christmas. Thank you to  
 

¶ Adult and Handbell choirs for weekly practices, weekly anthems, the cantata, and preludes 
¶ Yoon-Mee Chong for sharing the gift of her violin 
¶ The congregation for always making a joyful noise at every service, even during unfamiliar hymns. 
 
I wish you a happy, healthy 2026 filled with blessings. And, another year of  
 

Making a joyful noise, 
Martha 
 
  

Notes from the Organ Bench 

Please Note...The church office will be closed on Monday,  

January 19th in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  
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January Acolyte Schedule  

all services are at 10 am  

**If you are unable to  
keep your scheduled time, 
please contact Rachel Hills 
at rm_hills@yahoo.com or  
410-592-3587 with any  
schedule changes as soon  
as possible. Thank you! 

Lector/Communion Assistant Schedule for January  

1/4 Judy Jasinski 1/18 Lee Smith  

1/11 Susan Handley 1/25 Vickie Jasinski                  

The office will send out your         
readings.  If you do not          
receive them, call the church 
office at 410-665-1234. The 
schedule is posted monthly 
on the bulletin board in the 
Vestry where you robe. 
 

January  

Assisting  

Minister  

Schedule   

1/4 Linda Wiley 1/18 Tony Jasinski 

1/11 Linda Wiley 1/25 Tony Jasinski 

1/4-Maddie W.  1/18-Alec B.  

1/11-Jack W.  1/25-Madilyn A.  

January Worship  

Dismissal Schedule  

̇̒ ˣʾ 
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Gabby G.(C) 
Paige M. 
Roman G. 

̇̒ ˣʻʻ 
Olivia S. (C)  
Jack W.  
Maddie W.  

ʻˣʼʿ 
Devon W. (C) 
Paige M. 
Jack W.  

If your child would like to 
help with the dismissal, 
please let one of the     
Pastors know.  
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 Treasurerôs Report September 2025 

 

January Ushers  
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  A reminder that  
St. JohnĘs has Venmo!  

Enter @stjohnsparkville in the 
Venmo App or scan the QR 
code. This is an alternate way 
of giving for those who donĘt 

carry cash.  

  2025 Budget Sep 2025 2025 (Jan-Sep) 2024 (Jan-Sep) 

Income         

Regular Giving $325,000 $21,087 $235,293 $238,282 

Other Income 108,361 2,591 36,234 40,433 

Total $433,361 $23,678 $271,527 $278,715 

          

Average Giving/ 

Sunday 

$8,334 

  

$5,272 $6,192 $6,110 

          

Expenses         

Benevolence $  32,500 $  2,700 $ 23,600 $ 15,000 

Budgeted Expenses 400,861 23,335 284,574 282,605 

Total $433,361 $26,035 $308,174 $297,605 

          

Deficit   ($2,357) ($36,647) ($18,890) 

The church office will be closed on Thursday, December 25th  and Friday,                
December 26th in observance of Christmas.  
 

The church office will also be closed on Thursday, January 1st in        
observance of New Years Day.  

The Pastors and staff at St. JohnĘs would like to wish you all a blessed Christmas and a happy and 
healthy New Year! 

The Cemetery Committee would like to wish all our church   
members and friends a very healthy & happy New Year.  

Blessings, 

Cemetery Committee  
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Faith + Fellowship  
 

Faith and Fellowship meets in the Fellowship Hall  
on the first floor from 9 amĖ9:45 am each Sunday.  

This is an opportunity for adults to gather for light refreshments  
and to grow in faith.  

*There will be No Faith + Fellowship on December 28th and January 4th.   

Sunday School  
Join us for Sunday School on Sunday mornings from 9:00 am until 9:45 am, followed 
by worship at 10:00 am. Children ages 3 through 5th grade meet on the third floor, 
Middle and High School students meet in the Youth Room on the second floor, and 
adults meet in the Fellowship Hall.   

*There will be No Sunday School on December 28th 
 and January 4th.  

Friday Bible Study  

Join us for our  
Friday Bible Study  
at 11:00 am  
in the Smith Building 

Our study is on Philippians. 
  

*There will be no Bible Study on December 26th  and 
January 2nd. 

On January 9th we will begin our new study on the     

Parables of Jesus . All Are Welcome! 

The Men-in-Mission are grieving the sudden death of our dear brother Charlie Bender. Charlie was a 
gentle man who none of us recall ever saying something bad about anyone. He always added            
insightful comments to our discussions based on his thorough knowledge of the Bible. He will be 
greatly missed. 
 
 

The January Men-in-Mission meeting will take place on Tuesday, January 13th at 7:00 pm in the Youth 
Room. Our topic of conversation will continue to be the lives of the Apostles. The next breakfast 
meeting will be on Saturday, January 17th at 9:00 am at Jerry DĘs restaurant. 
 

New members would be welcomed. 
 

Have a safe, happy, and healthy New Year! 
 

Keith Duerling 

Food for Thought Program  
 

Thanks to everyone who 
donated to this program 

in 2025.  

Due to your generosity, 
and the donations from 

our partner church, St. Ursula Roman 
Catholic Church, our shelves are still full. 
We will let you know when we need                 

donations.  

 

St. JohnĘs Youth Group meets in the Youth Room on the first Sunday of the month, 
from about 11:15 am Ė12:30 pm. This group is for middle and high school students. 
There will be NO Youth Group in January. We will resume in February.  



 т 

 

Free Community Meal 
Wednesday, January 14th (New Date) 
5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Invite your family, friends and neighbors! 
Volunteers and donations are needed.  

There is a sign-up on the 3rd floor bulletin board.  

Newsletter Articles  
for the February edition of 

the  
St. JohnĘs Herald  

are due by January 20th. 
 

A note of thanksĠ 

I would like to thank everyone who generously donated to the Shoebox        
Ministry and to all of the faithful helpers, including friends from Ravens Roost 
82. We would not be able to do this project without all of your help. 

Peggy Buckless 

Wednesday Night Worship 
January 14th after the Community Meal  at 6:45 pm 

 

This is a brief communion service held in the Smith Building with blended     
music featuring piano and/or guitar, as well as an interactive reflection. We 
hope you can join us and invite your friends and neighbors! 

Food Pantry Request 
 

The food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran Church, VictorĘs Vittles, is 
serving 30-40 families each week. Items needed are: canned fruit, cereal & 
oatmeal, jelly, peanut butter, pasta sauce, spaghetti noodles,  Raman   

noodles, mac & cheese, beef stew, pancake mix & syrup, instant potatoes, canned meals. 

You can drop your donations off at St. JohnĘs and we will deliver them to the food pantry. *Just a 
note...regular size items are best because everything has to fit into one bag. 

Thank you so much for your continued support of our food pantry! 

            Annual Report  

ItĘs that time of year again. If you are responsible for preparing a Ministry Report for 
the Annual Report, please email your report to the church office by                          

Friday, January 23rd. Thanks in advance! 

The pastors will be away from December 26thĕ January 8th. In case of an           
emergency, call the church office during office hours. After hours, please call the 
emergency number at 443-844-9314. 
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  We are taking altar flower dedications for 2026 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Please contact Rachel Hills at rm_hills@yahoo.com or the church office at ofice@stjohnsparkville.org 
or by phone at 410-665-1234 to request a date.  

**Please note that the cost of Altar Flowers is $50** 

Thanks to everyone  for supporting this ministry and for keeping our altar beautifully decorated with 
flowers each Sunday.  

January 25 April 12 and 19 July 5,12 and 19 

February 8, 15 and 22 May 3 and 31 August 2, 9, 23 and 30 

March 15  22 and 29 June 28 September 6, 20 and 27 

A few notes from your Financial Secretary:  

ItĘs that time of the year already. Just sending along some friendly reminders to you about your 2025 
giving: 

¶ Please make sure that any final 2025 contributions you wish to make to St. John's are placed in the 
offering plate or received by the church office no later than Sunday, December 28th.  Our final 
count and deposit, which will   include any contributions received through December 28th, will be 
done the morning of Monday, December 29th. All contributions received in 2025 will be included 
on your 2025 Contribution    Report. Reports will be generated and mailed to you in mid-January.  

¶ Our Simply Giving program continues to be available to you in making contributions to St. John's. 
If you are interested in signing up, you may do so at any time. Please feel free to send me an email 
at haackefamily@comcast.net or give me a call at 410-661-8970 and I will send a form to you for 
you to complete. If you have any questions about filling out the form or the program, please let me 
know. I'm happy to help.  

¶ In addition to regular envelope and Simply Giving offerings, you may give by way of credit card or 
Venmo through our website at www.stjohnsparkville.org. (For Venmo, you may also just enter 
@stjohnsparkville if you have the Venmo App.) 

On behalf of our Church, thank you for your continued support and 
generosity!  

Stay safe and enjoy the upcoming holiday season! 

Debra Haacke 
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                                                   Clothing Shed Fundraiser 
 

All donations must be bagged. Acceptable donations are: All clothing, shoes, 
belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys. Please 
spread the word about our clothing shed to your family, friends and neighbors. 

Thanks for your donations.  
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Carol Erpenstein 

 The 2026 Offering Envelopes are here. They are on the third floor, on the counter outside 

of the Sanctuary. Feel free to deliver envelopes to those who are not able to pick them up.   

Merry Christmas from the Preschool!  

Our annual Christmas program and party were a tremendous success! We began our program        
upstairs in the sanctuary singing songs for our families and friends. We moved downstairs into the 
classroom afterwards for refreshments and crafts with our families. We ended with a special jolly    
visitor from the North Pole! Special thanks to Dave and Linda Kocan, you both truly made our party 
extra special! We wish all of you a wonderful Christmas with your loved ones and a blessed new year!  
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