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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville
stjohnsparkville.org
(410) 665-1234

office@stjohnsparkville.org
Text SJPARKVILLE to 22828 to join our email list.

Welcome to St. John’s—we are glad you’re here! Whether you have worshiped with us many
times, or this is your first time, there is a place for you here. Your presence among us is a gift.
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mailto:amy.berger@stjohnsparkville.org

Introduction to the Day

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer
silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says:
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the
refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign
of God’s presence to others.

(Please take a moment to silence all electronics. Thank you!)
(Hymns are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red book in the pew rack.)

WELCOME

PRELUDE Blessed Ye Who Live in Faith Unswerving Johannes Brahms

(© 1949 Theodore Presser Company)
(Please stand as you are able.)

GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

(Silence is kept for reflection.)

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

g Prayer List

Please remember the following individuals in your prayers.

For health & healing: Betty Ehm, JoAnn Weiland, Ed Ford, Alan Fox, Bob Jasper, Leona Lee
Morrow, Elaine Reid, Gerry Steg, Jim Morrow, Bill Arnold, Ruth Albrecht, Sheila Bender,
Ethan Alford, Barbara Conrad, Lou Carletti, Landon Ullmann, John McLaughlin, Barbara
Mueller, Danyiel Cleckley, Pat Denk, Olusegun Fowode, Marge Jasper, Kim Townsley, Bill
Fliegel, Diane Carroll, Richard Souders, Oluseye Fowode, Robert Suznick, Lisa Duerling,
Debbie Miller, Sandy Scott and Vickie Jasinski

For family & friends: Family of Frank Embardino, Jr., John Requard, Owen Hastings, Don
Garrish, Annette Pizzini, Vito Pizzini, Martha Crutchley, Shannon McLaughlin, Karen
Hassani, Linda Miller, Linda Bullock, Florence Lamdin, Patty Copeland, John Snyder, Linda
Reter, Bill Beck, Henry Davis, Anita, Peggy Denk, Marianne Widderich, Jerre Keller, lan
Miles, Robin Bailey, Jennifer Ward and Elaine Perzan

For the military and their families: Katelynn Bauhaus, Ryan McCann, Mason Arnold, Kalib
McCann, Leroy Keller, Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony Bowser, Corporal Justin Ferro, Staff Sgt.
Brandan Hartmann, Michael Anthony Tucker, and all those in harm’s way

For those grieving family & friends of:

For St. John’s Caring Friends: Patricia Becker, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Larry Conley,
Barbara Conrad, Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Richard Hoerner, Audrey
Lentz, Carl Lotterer, Barbara Mueller, Paul Nolder, Doris Rye, Mildred Schaffer, Kim
Townsley, and Emma Volz

Note regarding the Prayer List

Those on the family & friends prayer list will remain for 6 weeks and then be removed—
unless otherwise specified. If at any time you would like to add or remove someone from
the list, please contact the church office.
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This week's schedule

Today 10:00 am Live & Online Worship
**Pastors away this week

Mon.

Tues.

Wed. 9:30 pm Busy Bees (Smith Building)
4:00 pm Jelly making (Kitchen)

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

**For emergencies, please call the church office during office hours.
After hours, call the emergency number at 443-844-9314.

Those Serving Today
Assisting Minister Vickie Jasinski
Crucifer
Acolyte (s)
Lector Lee Smith
Communion Assistant Lee Smith
Dismissal Assistant Jack W.

Counting our Blessings

Sun. Attendance: 109 2026
8/2 Offering: $3,448  May Offering Income
Homebound: 16 ~ May Other Income

May Total Income

May Expenses

YTD Offering Income
YTD Other Income
YTD Total Income
YTD Expenses

14

$ 38,508
$ 15,867
$ 54,375
$ 32,450

$154,102
$ 41,664
$195,766
$202,048

GATHERING HYMN Oh, Sing to the Lord ELW 822

(Text: Brazilian folk song, tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, 1923-2016, Music: Brazilian folk tune; Text ©
Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your
people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
WORD
FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—
earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured
Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God
instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

’ At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” '’He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LorD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

"' He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LorD, for the LorD is about to pass
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in
pieces before the LorD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but
the LORD was not in the earthquake, '* and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in
the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. '~ When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him
that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” ' He answered, “I have been very zealous for the
Lorp, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.” '” Then the LoRrD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '° Also you shall
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of
Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. '’ Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu
shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. '“ Yet I will leave
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seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has
not kissed him.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 85:8-13

Read responsively, congregation reads bold verses

*T will listen to what the LorD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.

’ Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.

'V Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

' Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

"“ The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity,

~and our land will yield its increase.

" Righteousness shall go before the LORD

and shall prepare for God a pathway.

SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received
in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God'’s
saving actions.

’ Moses writes concerning the ri(ghteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” " But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say
in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) ' “or “Who will
descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ® But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), * because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '’ For
one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading
to salvation. ' The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” '* For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to
all who call on him. "’ For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

" But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? ° And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Nursery Care for infants through age 2 is available during the Sunday School hour ﬁ
while parents are attending Faith and Fellowship. During worship, care is available 1 | Vursery
for infants through kindergarten.

Faith Faith and Fellowship meets in the Fellowship Hall on the first floor from 9 am—
Fellowship 9:45 am each Sunday. This is an opportunity for adults to gather for light
refreshments and to grow in faith.

Jars Needed! The Busy Bees need jars for making the jellies. Donations may be N @Qﬁ@?&
given to Nancy Fox or dropped off in the church office. . (,%(@\i@@

s We are beginning our collection for the Food for Thought Program. We will again
TE 4y, be providing 60 food bags for 30 students in need at Carney Elementary. At this time
——2 we are in need of: Chef Boyardee single serving meals, chicken/tuna salad kits and

pudding cups. Don’t feel like shopping? Monetary donations are always welcome.

Blessing of the Backpacks will take place on Sunday, August 30" during
worship. Bring your backpack and receive a blessing as the school year begins.

07~ \[[0 Join us for our next Community Meal on Wednesday, September 2"! beginning at
] @ 5:30 pm. Please come and invite your friends, family and neighbors! Look for the sign
comonmon UP sheet on the third floor bulletin board.

our next Wednesday Night Worship will take place on Wednesday, September 2™ *
after the Community Meal at 6:45 pm. This is a brief communion service held in the 7}
Smith Building with blended music featuring piano and/or guitar, as well as an /i Qy\
interactive reflection. We hope you can join us and invite your friends and neighbors!

BIRLE Join us for our Friday morning Bible Study on September 11" at 11:00 am in
~Ttady the Smith Building. All are welcome!

St. John’s Community Yard Sale. The Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, T3
September 12" from 8:00 am—1:00 pm. Spaces are $20 for 1 or $30 for 2. Flyers are |- SALE
located on the bulletin board. Contact Amanda Hartman for more information at
amandaporteral @verizon.net.

sr” \‘6* , Sunday School Kickoff is Sunday, September 13™ at 9:00 am in the Fellowship
Hall. Please join in the fun as we welcome everyone back and do a service project in
Kiexore Observance of God’s Work Our Hands Sunday.

Save the Date for S’mores and More Family Campfire on Friday, September 18™ o S
at 6 pm in the church park. Join us for a fun night of yard games, s’mores, songs, e
prayer artlld fellowship by the fireside! Invite your friends and neighbors. (Rain date is e
Sept. 19"
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For the Wholeness of the Earth
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1 We lift this prayer for the whole-ness of the earth. We lift this
2 We turn our lives to the whole-ness of the earth. We turn our
3 Give thanks to God for the whole-ness of the earth. Give thanks to
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prayer for the whole-ness of the earth. We lift this prayer for the
lives to the whole-ness of the earth. We turn our Ilives to the
God for the whole-ness of the earth. Give thanks to God for the
n 1
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whole-ness of the earth. Can you feel it ris-ing in you?
whole-ness of the earth. Can you feel it spin-ning in you?
whole-ness of the earth. Can you feel it ris-ing in you?

N

NEEE

Text: Bret Hesla, b. 1957
Music: WHOLENESS OF THE EARTH, Bret Hesla
Text and music © 2017 Bret Hesla, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
)

Announcements & Upcoming Events

Next Week— Sunday, August 16" — Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
1+ 9 am—Faith + Fellowship
1t 10 am—Worship in-person w/baptism
and livestreamed on our YouTube Channel
t 11:30 am —Exec. Meeting
Visit stjohnsparkville.org

.

¥2.  The beautiful flowers gracing our worship service today are given in honor of Don
g Snyder’s 90" birthday with love from his family.

We are taking altar flower dedications for 2026. The cost is $50. Contact Rachel Hills at

rm_hills@yahoo.com if you would like to sponsor the flowers. Dates available are September
27™ and December 27",
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(Please stand as you are able.)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew'’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail
despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples
when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

** Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side of the Sea of
Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds.”’ And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, ** but by this time
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. > And
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. “° But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!”” And they cried out in fear.
' But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

% Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” *’He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward
Jesus. *’ But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink,
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” *' Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”” ** When they got into the boat, the

wind ceased. ~ And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

(The assembly is seated.)



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW 756

(Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.; Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876)

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

After each petition Merciful God.
Receive our prayer.
PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
(We offer each other a sign of God’s peace. Afterwards, the assembly is seated.)
MEAL

OFFERTORY MUSIC Let Us Break Bread Together
(© 1994 Morningstar Music Publishers)

arr. Charles Callahan

Thank you for your generous support of St. John’s. During this time an offering is gathered for
the mission and ministry of the Church as together we experience and share God’s abundant
grace and love.
: o : . . Bl
Many in our congregation give online. You can set up one-time or recurring eI
donations on our website stiohnsparkville.org. Checks and cash may be placed in ;5| t:
the offering plate. You may also donate via venmo @stjohnsparkville ,’l’ﬁf A

(Please stand as you are able.)

OFFERING HYMN For the Wholeness of the Earth (page 12) ACS 1067

Commemorations

When we are baptized, we are baptized into the body of Christ. We understand this body

to be the communion of saints, a diverse witness of people across time and space. Throughout
its history, the church has sought to lift up Christians who have been unique, exemplary people
of faith. It is not that these people are perfect, as we are all both saint and sinner. Our faith in
God working in them can be a reminder of God’s grace working in all of our lives. “The saints
are to be remembered so that we may strengthen our faith when we see how they experienced
grace and how they were helped by faith.” (Augsburg Confession)

Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258

Monday, August 10, 2026

As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the church's
financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather the church's
treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the like. The enraged emperor had
him put to death.

Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253

Tuesday, August 11, 2026

A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions established a
women's Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor Clares. She inspired
other women to pursue spiritual goals.

Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society

Thursday, August 13, 2026

Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to become a
nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean War, and worked for
hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war nurse, and volunteered as a
subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the disease.

Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs

Friday, August 14, 2026

Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in Auschwitz. Kolbe
gave generously of his meager resources, and finally volunteered to be starved to death in place
of another man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, Munk strongly denounced the Nazis
who occupied Denmark in the Second World War. His sermons and articles helped to show the
anti-Christian nature of the movement.

Mary, Mother of Our Lord

Saturday, August 15, 2026

The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos, meaning
"God-bearer," for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, the Magnificat, speaks
eloquently of God's lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry.
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We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING
BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

*+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW 632
(Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.; Music: William Croft, 1678-1727)

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Psalm XIX (The Heaven'’s Declare) Benedetto Marcello
(© 1994 Hope Publishing Co.)

TODAY WE WELCOME Pastor Stan Steele as our presider and preacher, and thank him for
sharing his gifts with us in worship. It is good to have you here at St. John’s!

We welcome Keith Derrickson as our organist today,
and thank him for sharing his God-given gifts with us in worship.

From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 30295.Permission for hymn use and organ music granted
under ONE LICENSE #735150-A and CCLI License #11527942.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY You Are Holy (see insert)

ELW 525



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Praise to you O God.

Your love grows in the night.

Your mercy is new each morning.
Your love breaks through dry ground.
Your mercy makes all things new.

Praise to you O God

for your son Jesus,

Guiding us away from selfishness and despair
Leading us into the path of peace

Giving us his very self.

In the night in which he was betrayed...

Turning again to you we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Praise to you O God,

Send your Spirit among us now.
Warm cold hearts,

Restore weary souls,

Heal old wounds.

Praise to you O blessed and Holy Trinity,
Today, tomorrow, forever. Let the church say Amen.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

(The assembly is seated.)
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION

All are welcome at Christ's table. Bread is received in the hands. Gluten-free wafers are
available-if you need one, please ask the pastor. To receive the wine, take an empty cup and
the communion assistant will fill it with wine. The cups that are already filled contain grape

Juice. After drinking, place the used cup in the basket on your way back to your seat.

If you are not communing you are welcome to come forward for a blessing,
crossing your arms over your chest.

LAMB OF GOD
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION HYMNS Precious Lord, Take My Hand ELW 773

(Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993; Music: George N. Allen, 1812-1877, adapt. Thomas A. Dorsey;,
Text and music © 1936, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Hal Leonard Corp.)

When Peace Like a River ELW 785
(Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888; Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876)

(The assembly remains seated.)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
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