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Welcome to St. John’s—we are glad you’re here! Whether you have worshiped with us many 
times, or this is your first time, there is a place for you here. Your presence among us is a gift. 
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 Introduction to the Day 
 

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has 
miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are the 
blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this 
assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 
 
     

(Please take a moment to silence all electronics. Thank you!) 
(Hymns are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red book in the pew rack.)   

 

WELCOME    
  
PRELUDE                             My Faith Looks Up to Thee           Terry Kirkland 
 

(© 2018 Lorenz Publishing Co.)  
   

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of  ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN                 God is Here!       ELW 526 (vv. 1-2) 
 

(Text: Fred Pratt, 1903-2000; Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991; Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Co.; 
Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Co.) 
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*St. John’s has received a one-time Employee Retention Tax Credit of approximately $92,000.  

     In previous week’s bulletins, this amount was included in the YTD total income.  
     We will share more details about this credit in next month’s newsletter. 
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This week's schedule 

Today 9:00 am 
9:00 am  

10:00 am 
11:30 am 

Handbell Choir 
Sunday School & Faith + Fellowship 

Live & Online Worship 
Youth Group (Youth Room) 

Mon.                 

Tues.     

Wed.       9:30 am 
7:00 pm    

Busy Bees (Smith Building) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal (Music Room) 

Thurs.      

Fri.  11:00 am Bible Study (Smith Building)  

Sat. 12 pm—2 pm  New Members Lunch (Fellowship Hall) 

Counting our Blessings 

Sun.  
9/28 
 

Attendance: 113 
Offering: $3,755 
Homebound: 17 

 2025   
July Offering Income                     $ 19,581 
July Other Income                          $   1,008 
July Total Income                           $ 20,589 
July  Expenses                                $ 42,903 
July Tax Credit                              *$59,054 
 
  

YTD Offering Income                   $193,331 
YTD Other Income                        $  31,779 
YTD Total Income                        $225,110 
YTD Expenses                               $256,396 
YTD Tax Credit                           *$ 92,089 



 
 
                                                   Prayer List   
  
 

 

                Please remember the following individuals in your prayers. 
 

   
For health & healing: Lou Carletti, Barbara Conrad, Landon Ullmann, John McLaughlin,  
Barbara Mueller, Tony Jasinski, Danyiel Cleckley, Kathy Barnes, Sue Wenneson, Pat Denk, 
Joan Kraft, Shirley Kreh, Olusegun Fowode, Marge Jasper, Julie Hastings, Kim Townsley,  
Mildred Schaffer, Bill Fliegel, Ruth  Albrecht, Marion McDonough, Diane Carroll, Richard 
Souders, Oluseye Fowode, Robert Suznick, Lisa Duerling, Debbie Miller, Sandy Scott and 
Vickie Jasinski 
 

For family & friends: Bill Denk, Judy Miller, Hubie Tarbo, Abby Chamberlain, Bunny      
Russell, Linda Preuet, Jerry Earles, Lynette Earles, Bill Beck, Henry Davis, Donna Parrish, 
Brenda DeSouze, Bill Sanner, Linda Sanner, Carol Paulshock, Elaine Perzan, Debbie 
McWilliam, George Lotterer, Jenny Cavallero, Barb Distefano, Marilyn Baldwin, Wendy Kraft, 
Fred Smith, Anna Meyer, Patricia Dunn, Jerre Keller, Scott Hendricks, Chuck Taylor, Jane   
Esterby, Patsy Smith, Marianne Widderich 
 

For the military and their families: Christopher McCann, Mason Arnold, Kalib McCann, 
Leroy Keller, Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony Bowser, Corporal Justin Ferro, Staff Sgt. Brandan 
Hartmann, Michael Anthony Tucker, and all those in harm’s way  
 

For St. John’s Caring Friends: Patricia Becker, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Barbara Conrad, 
Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Richard Hoerner, Shirley Kreh, Audrey Lentz, 
Carl Lotterer, Barbara Mueller, Paul Nolder, Janet Roth, Doris Rye, Joan Swank, Kim     
Townsley, and Emma Volz 
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Note regarding the Prayer List 
 

Those on the family & friends prayer list will remain for 6 weeks and then be removed—
unless otherwise specified. If at any time you would like to add or remove someone from the 

list, please contact the church office.  

3  

GREETING 
 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen 
us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve 
them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



 CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                   Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
 

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to      
lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain     
indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 
 
1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 2 O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen? 
 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save? 
 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
  and look at trouble? 
 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 4 So the law becomes slack, 
  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous; 
  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 2:1I will stand at my watchpost 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 2 Then the Lord answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come; it will not delay. 
 4 Look at the proud! 
  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 
               
Word of God, word of life.                                                                               Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM       (Read responsively; congregation reads bold verses)                          Psalm 37:1-9 
 

 1 Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 

4  

All Saints Day is Sunday, November 2nd. If you have someone you have lost this past 
year, who you would like remembered this day, please call or email the church office 
to have their name added to the list of names to be read during worship. Please contact 
us by Friday, October 24th to add a name.  

 

We are collecting 40 jars, cans and/or packets of gravy to help our local food 
pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran Church with their holiday food                
distribution. If you would like to participate in this project, please return your     
donations by Sunday, October 26th. There is a box for your donation on the 3rd floor 

counter, outside of the Sanctuary.  
 

Join us for our next Community Meal on Wednesday, November 12th beginning at 
5:30 pm. Please come and invite your friends, family and neighbors! We will need  
donations and volunteers. Look for the sign up sheet on the third floor bulletin board. 
Thanks to everyone who helped with the September meal.  
 

Our next Wednesday Night Worship will take place on Wednesday, November 
12th  after the Community Meal at 6:45 pm. This is a brief communion service held 
in the Smith Building with  blended music featuring piano and/or guitar, as well as an         
interactive reflection. We hope you can join us and invite your friends and neighbors!   

                                        

Vendors Wanted! Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held this year on Saturday, 
November 8th from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Spaces are $20 each or $30 for a space with a table 
rental.  Tables are limited, so please respond early. Anyone interested in displaying in 
our Crafter's Room should contact the church office at 410-665-1234 
or office@stjohnsparkville,org, 

 

St. John’s Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 8th 
from 9 am –2 pm. Join us for this fun event with all of your favorites: food, crafters, 
jewelry, baked goods, homemade jellies and candies, quilt raffle, white elephant sale 

and more. We need many volunteers. There is a sign up board outside of the Sanctuary.  

Our "Caring Friends" ministry is in need of more volunteers to visit with our           
homebound members. If you enjoy visiting and talking with fellow siblings in 
Christ, please prayerfully consider if this opportunity is calling out to you! You will 
receive training to deliver communion from our worship service to our members who cannot 
make it to church on Sundays. Please be in touch with Pastor Amy for more information.  

 

Tickets are on sale for our Quilt Raffle. Tickets are 1 for $1, 6 for $5, or 13 for 
$10. The drawing will take place during the Christmas Bazaar on November 8th. 
Winner does not need to be present. See the Busy Bees for tickets.                                         

 
Generosity Jar Update! Due to your generosity, the Stewardship Committee collected 
$254 for St. John’s Preschool. Thank you for your support.  
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Announcements & Upcoming Events 

The beautiful flowers gracing our worship service today are given in honor of    
Carolyn’s birthday by Ron Ruffner.  
 

Nursery Care for infants through age 2 is available during the Sunday School hour 
while parents are attending Faith and Fellowship. During worship, care is available for 
infants through kindergarten.  
 

What is Lutheran Christianity? Wow, what a big question! You’re invited to Faith 
and Fellowship as we dig into this together. We meet on Sunday mornings in the     
Fellowship Hall from 9:00–9:45am to learn, ask questions, and share conversation 

about what it means to be Lutheran and how our faith shapes daily life. All are welcome—come 
with your curiosity!   

St. John’s Youth Group is meeting today from about 11:15 am—12:30 pm. This 
group is for middle and high school students. Join us as we have fun, get to know one 
another and grow in faith.   

The Food for Thought Program is now providing 60 weekend food bags for 30  
students in need at Carney Elementary. At this time we are in need of: tuna & 
chicken salad kits, applesauce pouches, and pudding cups.  Don’t feel like            

shopping? Monetary donations are always welcome. 
 

Join us for our Friday morning Bible Study at 11:00 am in the Smith Building. 
Our study is on Philippians. All are welcome!   

St. John’s Preschool is in need of: clean empty glass jars (spaghetti sauce size), 
empty Pringle’s cans with lids, large coffee cans with lids, and styrofoam blocks.  
                                  

The New Member Lunch will be held on Saturday, October 11th from 12:00 pm-
2:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  If you signed up to attend, we will see you there. 
We will welcome you during the worship service the following week on Sunday, 
October 19th during the 10:00 am service.   

 
Our Annual Trunk or Treat will be held on Saturday, October 25th from 6-7:30 
pm in the church parking lot. Car decorating begins at 5 pm. If you would like to 
enter your vehicle, contact the church office. Sign up by October 20th.     
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 Next Week—Sunday, October 12th—Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
† 9 am—Sunday School & Faith + Fellowship 

† 9 am— Handbell Choir 
† 10 am—Worship in-person with/ baptism 
and livestreamed on our YouTube Channel  

Visit stjohnsparkville.org  

 3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
 4 Take delight in the Lord, 
  who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
 5 Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord, 
  and see what God will do. 
 6 The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
 7 Be still before the Lord and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
 8 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
 9 For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.  
                           
SECOND  READING                                                     2 Timothy 1:1-14 
 

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship 
and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to     
exercise that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is 
in Christ Jesus, 
  2 To Timothy, my beloved child:  
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—
when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to 
see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived 
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For 
this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of 
my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of 
love and of self-discipline. 
  8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, 9 who saved us and called us with a 
holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace, and this 
grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it has now been revealed 
through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know 
the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day the 
deposit I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard 
from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit entrusted to 
you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
                     
Word of God, word of life.                                                                             Thanks be to God. 
 

5  



(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            Spirit, Open My Heart                                        ACS 1043 
 

                                                   (Refrain, Verse 2 only, Refrain) 

 6  

Commemorations 
When we are baptized, we are baptized into the body of Christ. We understand this body 
to be the communion of saints, a diverse witness of people across time and space.            
Throughout its history, the church has sought to lift up Christians who have been unique,       
exemplary people of faith.  It is not that these people are perfect, as we are all both saint and 
sinner. Our faith in God working in them can be a reminder of God’s grace working in all of 
our lives. “The saints are to be remembered so that we may strengthen our faith when we see 
how they experienced grace and how they were helped by faith.” 
(Augsburg Confession) 
 

 
William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536 
Monday, October 6, 2025 
Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into English. He 
was opposed in this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. He completed the 
New Testament in 1525, but before he could finish the Old Testament, he was tried for heresy 
and burned at the stake. 
 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787 
Tuesday, October 7, 2025 
Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could take charge 
and unite their work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organizing the American     
Lutherans. Among other accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the basis for the 
Common Service of 1888. 
 
Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, died 1986 (TFF) 
Friday, October 10, 2025 
A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and working toward ethnic and 
racial inclusiveness in the former Lutheran Church in America. Ordained in 1958, he served in 
positions including Director for Minority Concerns of the Division for Mission in North    
America. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2025Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 30295.Permission for hymn use and organ music granted under ONE 
LICENSE #735150-A and CCLI License #11527942. 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                                  Luke 17:5-10 
 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties 
of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are       
responses to their identity rather than works seeking reward. 
                                                              
The holy gospel according to Luke.                                                         Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith the 
size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the 
sea,’ and it would obey you. 
  7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending 
sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8 Would you not rather 
say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later 
you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10 So you 
also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we 
have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.                                                                         Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

    (The assembly is seated.) 
 

SERMON 
 

 (Please stand as you are able.) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             What Is the World Like (see page 14)      ACS 1047  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
        Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
        and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he       
        ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will  
        come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    
        Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
 
 

 

After each petition      God of grace.  
                                         Receive our prayer.   
 
PEACE           The peace of Christ be with you always.     
                        And also with you. 
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(We offer each other a sign of Christ’s  peace. Afterwards, the assembly is seated.) 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC                Delight Yourself in the Lord     Adult Choir 
 

(Words: J. Paul Williams; Music: Michael Barrett; © 1997, GlorySound and Malcolm Music)  
 

 
Thank you for your generous support of St. John’s. During this time an offering is gathered for 
the mission and ministry of the Church as together we experience and share God’s abundant 

grace and love. 
 

Many in our congregation give online. You can set up one-time or recurring             
donations on our website stjohnsparkville.org. Checks and cash may be placed in 

the offering plate. You may also donate via venmo @stjohnsparkville 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

OFFERING HYMN                    Take My Life, That I May Be           ELW 685 (vv. 1, 3, 6) 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                            Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing       ELW 545 
 

(Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.; Music:       
Sicilian 18th cent.)  
 
DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.  
Thanks be to God.   
 
POSTLUDE                                    Go Forth in Faith            Franklin Ritter 
(© 2002 Lorenz Publishing Co.)  
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Those Serving Today   

Assisting Minister 
Crucifer 

Acolyte (s) 
Lector 

Communion Assistant 

Dismissal Assistant 

Donna McDonough 
Devon W.  

Jack W., Gabby G.  
Susan Handley 
Susan Handley 

Alec B.  



LAMB OF GOD 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS                  My Faith Looks Up to Thee         ELW 759 
 

(Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887; Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872) 
 

                We Walk by Faith          ELW 635 
 

(Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.; Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Music © 1984 GIA Publications, 
Inc.) 
 

         (The assembly remains seated.) 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
 
O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 
and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
 

The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
  
Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on you, who richly provide for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered 
to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

 Praise to you O God. 
Your love grows in the night. 
Your mercy is new each morning. 
Your love breaks through dry ground. 
Your mercy makes all things new. 
 
Praise to you O God, 
for your son Jesus. 
Guiding us away from selfishness and despair 
Leading us into the path of peace  
Giving us his very self 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed… 
Again after supper he took the cup… 
 
Turning again to you we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Praise to you O God, 
Send your Spirit among us now. 
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Warm cold hearts. 
Restore weary souls. 
Heal old wounds. 
 
Praise to you O blessed and Holy Trinity, 
In hope we shout Amen. Amen. 
Through tears we speak Amen. Amen. 
Even at the grave we sing Amen. Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.    
 

                                                    (Sung call-and-echo) 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
         thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins  
         as we forgive; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
         For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
         and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
                       

                                                  (The assembly is seated.) 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 
 
COMMUNION  
 

 

All are welcome at Christ's table. Bread is received in the hands. Gluten-free wafers are    
available-if you need one, please ask the pastor. To receive the wine, take an empty cup and  
the communion assistant will fill it with wine. The cups that are already filled contain grape 

juice. After drinking, place the used cup in the basket on your way back to your seat. 

If you are not communing you are welcome to come forward for a blessing,                             
crossing your arms over your chest. 
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