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Rev. Mathew Berger, Pastor 
mathew.berger@stjohnsparkville.org 

Rev. Amy Berger, Pastor 
amy.berger@stjohnsparkville.org 

Martha Requard, Director of Music Carol Erpenstein, Office Administrator 

Scott Becker, Sexton 

 

     Notice of live streaming: 
Today’s worship service is being live streamed to YouTube with                

video coverage of leaders and worshippers.        

              St. John’s Lutheran Church Parkville            stjohnsparkville 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
June 22, 2025 

Welcome to St. John’s—we are glad you’re here! Whether you have worshiped with us many 
times, or this is your first time, there is a place for you here. Your presence among us is a gift. 

 

 St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville 
stjohnsparkville.org 

(410) 665-1234  
office@stjohnsparkville.org 

Text SJPARKVILLE to 22828 to join our email list. 

mailto:mathew.berger@stjohnsparkville.org
mailto:amy.berger@stjohnsparkville.org


 

 Introduction to the Day 
 

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to       
freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is 
freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life God 
has given us. This is the path of life. 
     

(Please take a moment to silence all electronics. Thank you!) 
(Hymns are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red book in the pew rack.)   

 

WELCOME    
 
PRELUDE                                  Holy Spirit, Light Our Darkness         Robert J. Powell 
 

(© 2014 Lorenz Publishing Co.)    
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
 

You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of  ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
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This week's schedule 

Today  9:00 am 
10:00 am 

11:30 am 
2:00 pm  

Sunday School & Faith + Fellowship (Fellowship Hall) 
Live & Online Worship/ with baptism 

Bazaar Meeting (Parlor) 
Member Function (Fellowship Hall) 

Mon.     

Tues.     

Wed.         9:30 am Busy Bees (Smith Building) 

Thurs.             

Fri.     

Sat.     

Counting our Blessings 

Sun.  
6/15 
 

Attendance: 129 
Offering: $5,128 
Homebound:14 

 2025   
April Offering Income                    $ 31,766 
April Other Income                         $  3,678 
April Total Income                         $ 35,444 
April  Expenses                              $ 49,145 
  

YTD Offering Income                   $132,727 
YTD Other Income                        $ 20,814 
YTD Total Income                        $153,541 
YTD Expenses                               $151,774 



 
                                   

                                                    
                                     Prayer List   
 
 

       Please remember the following individuals in your prayers. 
 

   
For health & healing: Ashley Gerber, Louie Gerber, Joan Kraft, Betty Ehm, Shirley Kreh, 
Mary Gude, Olusegun Fowode, Marge Jasper, John McLaughlin, Julie Hastings, Kim       
Townsley, Mildred Schaffer, Bill Fliegel, Ruth Albrecht, Marion McDonough, Diane  Carroll, 
Richard Souders, Oluseye Fowode, Robert Suznick, Lisa Duerling, Joan Swank, Pat Hurley, 
Debbie Miller, Sandy Scott and Vickie Jasinski 
 
For family & friends: Debbie McWilliam, Wayne Maxwell, George Lotterer, Jenny Cavallero, 
Barb Distefano, Carol Kempske, Marilyn Baldwin, Bob White, Wendy Kraft, Michael Elligson, 
Fred Smith, Anna Meyer, Patricia Dunn, Jerre Keller, Hank Truslow, Scott Hendricks, Ed, 
Chuck Taylor, Jane Esterby, Patsy Smith, Marianne Widderich 
 
For the military and their families: Christopher McCann, Mason Arnold, Kalib McCann, 
Leroy Keller, Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony Bowser, Corporal Justin Ferro, Staff Sgt. Brandan 
Hartmann, Michael Anthony Tucker, and all those in harm’s way  
 
For St. John’s Caring Friends: Patricia Becker, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Barbara  Conrad, 
Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Richard Hoerner, Patricia Hurley, Audrey 
Lentz, Paul Nolder, Janet Roth, Doris Rye, Kim Townsley, and Emma Volz 
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Note regarding the Prayer List 
 

Those on the family & friends prayer list will remain for 6 weeks and then be removed—
unless otherwise specified. If at any time you would like to add or remove someone from the 

list, please contact the church office.  

3  

your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN             Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death       ELW 452 
 

(Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984; Music: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829; Text © 1980 Augsburg        
Publishing House) 
 
GREETING 
 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. 
Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may   
steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   
 

WORD 
 

PSALM       (Read responsively; congregation reads bold verses)                                Psalm 16 

  
 1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people.  
 3 But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8 I have set the Lord always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.   
 
 



9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
   10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11 You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  
                                
EPISTLE  READING                                               Galatians 5:1-6, 13-25 
 

For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation 
to be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce 
a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit. 
 
 1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery. 
2Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no 

benefit to you. 3Once again I testify to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is 
obliged to obey the entire law. 4You who want to be justified by the law have cut yourselves off 
from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5For through the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait 

for the hope of righteousness. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
counts for anything; the only thing that counts is faith working through love. 
  13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become enslaved to one another. 14 For the 
whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as           
yourself.” 15 If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed 

by one another. 
  16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not carry out your selfish desires. 17 For selfish desires are 
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to selfish desires, for these are   
opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18 But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19 Now the works that come from selfish desires are       
obvious: sexual immorality, moral corruption, debauchery, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like 

these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
  22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,     

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And those 
who belong to Christ have crucified the self with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

Word of God, word of life.                                                                              Thanks be to God. 
  

(Please stand as you are able.) 
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Announcements & Upcoming Events 

The beautiful flowers gracing our worship service today are given in celebration of 
Bill and Bonnie Rogers’ 42nd  wedding anniversary.  
 

We are taking altar flower dedications for 2025. The cost is $50. Contact Rachel Hills at 
rm_hills@yahoo.com if you would like to sponsor the flowers. Dates available June 29th,       
August 31st, September 7th and 28th, October 19th, and December 28th.  
 

Nursery Care for infants through age 2 is available during the Sunday School hour 
while parents are attending Faith and Fellowship. During worship, care is available for 
infants through kindergarten.  
 

Faith and Fellowship meets in the Fellowship Hall on the first floor from 9 am—
9:45 am each Sunday. This is an opportunity for adults to gather for light                   
refreshments and to grow in faith. Note-there will be no Faith & Fellowship in July.   

We only have a few spots left for our Vacation Bible School Program. VBS will 
take place July 14th —18th  from 9:00 am– 12:30 pm. Forms are located on the 3rd floor 
bulletin board, in the newsletter, on our Facebook page, and in the weekly email. We 
are in need of volunteers. If you can help, please contact Debbie Haacke at                        
haackefamily@comcast.net or call her at 410-661-8970. There is also a donation board outside 
of the Sanctuary.  Thank you for your continued support of our program.  

 

Registration is open for our Music Camps. Primary Music Campette is July 28th-
30th  from 9:00 am —12:00 pm for students who have completed K through grade 2. 
Summer Musical Camp is August 11th –15th from 9:00 am —2:00 pm for students 
who have completed grades 3 through 8. Registration forms are on the third floor 

bulletin board, in the weekly email and on our website. Please tell your family, friends and 
neighbors about our wonderful camps! 
 
Request from the Property Committee! We are in need of some new people to join 
our committee. If you are interested in joining and helping with some of the much 
needed projects at St. John’s, please contact Bill Fliegel at wfliegel@yahoo.com.  
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 Next Week—  Sunday, June 29th—Third Sunday after Pentecost 
† 9 am—Faith + Fellowship 
† 10 am—Worship in-person  

and livestreamed on our YouTube Channel  
Visit stjohnsparkville.org  



Commemorations 
When we are baptized, we are baptized into the body of Christ. We understand this body 
to be the communion of saints, a diverse witness of people across time and space.            
Throughout its history, the church has sought to lift up Christians who have been unique,       
exemplary people of faith.  It is not that these people are perfect, as we are all both saint and 
sinner. Our faith in God working in them can be a reminder of God’s grace working in all of 
our lives. “The saints are to be remembered so that we may strengthen our faith when we see 
how they experienced grace and how they were helped by faith.” 
(Augsburg Confession) 
Copyright © 2018 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. www.elca.org/worshipfaq. 
 

Onesimos Nesib, translator, evangelist, died 1931 
Saturday, June 21, 2025 
Onesimos was born in Ethiopia. Captured, enslaved, and taken to Eritrea, he was there freed by 
Swedish missionaries. He translated the Bible into his native Oromo and returned to preach there. 
 

John the Baptist 
Tuesday, June 24, 2025 
John said, "[Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease." And so his birth is celebrated half a year 
before Jesus', just as the daylight in the northern hemisphere begins to wane. Jesus honored John as 
being the greatest prophet. 
 

Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, 1530 
Wednesday, June 25, 2025 
On this day in 1530 the German and Latin editions of the Augsburg Confession were presented to 
the Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman Empire. The Augsburg Confession was written by Philipp 
Melanchthon and endorsed by Martin Luther, and consists of a brief summary of points in which the 
reformers saw their teaching as either agreeing with or differing from that of the Roman Catholic 
Church of the time. 
 

Philipp Melanchthon, renewer of the church, died 1560 
Wednesday, June 25, 2025 
Though he died on April 19, Philipp Melanchthon is commemorated today because of his           
connection with the Augsburg Confession. Colleague and co-reformer with Martin Luther,          
Melanchthon was a brilliant scholar, known as "the teacher of Germany." 
 

Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444 
Friday, June 27, 2025 
Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After a conflict involving all of 
the major Christian leaders of the time, it was decided that Cyril's interpretation, that Christ's person 
included both divine and human natures, was correct. 
 

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202 
Saturday, June 28, 2025 
This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down by the   apostles. 
An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was one of the first to speak of the 
church as catholic, or linked together. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         

GOSPEL                                                                                                                 Luke 9:51-62 
 

Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by 
pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar                   
single-mindedness. 
                      

The holy gospel according to Luke.                                                         Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
51 When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And 
he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to   
prepare for his arrival, 53 but they did not receive him because his face was set toward            
Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked 
them. 56 Then they went on to another village. 
  57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 
go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, 
first let me go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own 
dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I will follow 
you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 And Jesus said to him, “No 
one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.                                                                         Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

                                                                          (The assembly is seated.) 
 

SERMON 
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http://www.elca.org/worshipfaq


                                                 (Please stand as you are able.) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Spirit, Open My Heart (see insert)                              ACS 1043 
  
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM                                                     (See Baptism Bulletin) 
                                                            Jason Everett Taylor 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
 
 

 

After each petition      God of grace.  
                                         Hear our prayer.  
 
PEACE           The peace of Christ be with you always.     
                        And also with you. 
 

(We offer each other a sign of God’s peace. Afterwards, the assembly is seated.) 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC                   Lord, Speak to Me                  Lani Smith 
 

(© 2017 Lorenz Publishing Co.)    

 

Thank you for your generous support of St. John’s. During this time an offering is gathered for 
the mission and ministry of the Church as together we experience and share God’s abundant 

grace and love. 
 

Many in our congregation give online. You can set up one-time or recurring         
donations on our website stjohnsparkville.org. Checks and cash may be placed in the 

offering plate. You may also donate via venmo @stjohnsparkville 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
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(The assembly remains seated.) 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING    
                                           
SENDING HYMN                              Here I Am, Lord          ELW 574 
 

(Text and music: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946; Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc.)  
      
DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.  
Thanks be to God.   
 
POSTLUDE                                           Spirit of the Living God!   Marc Jordan 
 

(© 2014 Lorenz Publishing Co.)  
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From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2025Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by            
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 30295.Permission for hymn use and organ music granted 
under ONE LICENSE #735150-A and CCLI License #11527942. 

Those Serving Today   

Assisting Minister 
Crucifer 

Acolyte (s) 
Lector 

Communion Assistant 

Dismissal Assistant 

Bob Berner 
Devon W.  

Roman G.  
Donna McDonough 
Donna McDonough 

Alec B.  



LAMB OF GOD 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS             Be Thou My Vision          ELW 793 
 

(Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; Music: 
Irish traditional) 
        In This Feast of Love          ACS 962 
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OFFERING HYMN                Goodness Is Stronger than Evil        ELW 721 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
  
Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  

7  



Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn saying: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                     You Are Holy (see insert)                                   ELW 525 
                 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
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and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.    
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
         thy kingdom come thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
         as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation,  
         but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
         and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 (The assembly is seated.) 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
 
 

The kingdom of God is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 
 
COMMUNION  
 

 

All are welcome at Christ's table. Bread is received in the hands. Gluten-free wafers are    
available-if you need one, please ask the pastor. To receive the wine, take an empty cup and  
the communion assistant will fill it with wine. The cups that are already filled contain grape 

juice. After drinking, place the used cup in the basket on your way back to your seat. 

If you are not communing you are welcome to come forward for a blessing,                             
crossing your arms over your chest. 

                                                 

9  


