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     Notice of live streaming: 
Today’s worship service is being live streamed to YouTube with                

video coverage of leaders and worshippers.        

              St. John’s Lutheran Church Parkville            stjohnsparkville 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 20, 2025 

Welcome to St. John’s—we are glad you’re here! Whether you have worshiped with us many 
times, or this is your first time, there is a place for you here. Your presence among us is a gift. 

 

 St. John’s Lutheran Church of Parkville 
stjohnsparkville.org 

(410) 665-1234  
office@stjohnsparkville.org 

Text SJPARKVILLE to 22828 to join our email list. 

mailto:mathew.berger@stjohnsparkville.org
mailto:amy.berger@stjohnsparkville.org


 

 Introduction to the Day 
 

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen 
up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, 
and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as we join the assembly to hear the word of 
God, the word of life. 
     

(Please take a moment to silence all electronics. Thank you!) 
(Hymns are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red book in the pew rack.)   

 

WELCOME    
 
PRELUDE                   I Will Only Look to the Lord    Yoon-Mee Chong, violinist 
 

(© Sung-Ho Park) 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
 
You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of  ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 2  

                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                    

15 

This week's schedule 

Today  10:00 am   Live & Online Worship 

Mon.             7:00 pm Council Meeting (Smith Building) 

Tues.     

Wed.              9:30 am  Busy Bees (Smith Building) 

Thurs.      

Fri.   

Sat.    

Counting our Blessings 

Sun.  
7/13 
 

Attendance:  123 
Offering: $ 4,721 
Homebound:14 

 2025   
April Offering Income                    $ 31,766 
April Other Income                         $  3,678 
April Total Income                         $ 35,444 
April  Expenses                              $ 49,145 
  

YTD Offering Income                   $132,727 
YTD Other Income                        $ 20,814 
YTD Total Income                        $153,541 
YTD Expenses                               $151,774 



 
                                                      Prayer List   
 

 

                Please remember the following individuals in your prayers. 
 

   
For health & healing: Ashley Gerber, Louie Gerber, Joan Kraft, Shirley Kreh, Olusegun 
Fowode, Marge Jasper, Julie Hastings, Kim Townsley, Mildred Schaffer, Bill Fliegel,         
Ruth Albrecht, Marion McDonough, Diane Carroll, Richard Souders, Oluseye Fowode,        
Robert Suznick, Lisa Duerling, Joan Swank, Debbie Miller, Sandy Scott and Vickie Jasinski 
 

For family & friends: Tammy Geelhaar, JR Kidd, Carol Paulshock, Family of Allen Welch, 
Katherine Fliegel, Elaine Perzan, Debbie McWilliam, Wayne Maxwell, George Lotterer, Jenny 
Cavallero, Barb Distefano, Carol Kempske, Marilyn Baldwin, Wendy Kraft, Fred Smith, Anna 
Meyer, Patricia Dunn, Jerre Keller, Hank Truslow, Scott Hendricks, Chuck Taylor, Jane       
Esterby, Patsy Smith, Marianne Widderich 
 

For the military and their families: Christopher McCann, Mason Arnold, Kalib McCann, 
Leroy Keller, Seaman E-3 Carson Anthony Bowser, Corporal Justin Ferro, Staff Sgt. Brandan 
Hartmann, Michael Anthony Tucker, and all those in harm’s way  
 

For those grieving family & friends of:  Hank Truslow, Patricia Hurley, Michael Elligson, 
Andrew Hills  
 

For St. John’s Caring Friends: Patricia Becker, Agatha Biensach-Daniels, Barbara Conrad, 
Margaret Eubert, June Franz, Betty Glassband, Richard Hoerner, Audrey Lentz, Carl Lotterer, 
Paul Nolder, Janet Roth, Doris Rye, Kim Townsley, and Emma Volz 
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Note regarding the Prayer List 
 

Those on the family & friends prayer list will remain for 6 weeks and then be removed—
unless otherwise specified. If at any time you would like to add or remove someone from the 

list, please contact the church office.  
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your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN           Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise       ELW 834 
 

(Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.; Music: Welch traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-
1876) 
 
GREETING 
 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares of 
our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: VBS PRESENTATION  
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                            Genesis 18:1-10a 
 

The Lord visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the birth of a 
child will be fulfilled for them in their old age. 
 
1 The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in 
the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, 
he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, 
if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash 
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they 
said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make 
ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the 
herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 
Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them, and he 
stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
  9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10a Then 
one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.                                                                              Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM       (Read responsively; congregation reads bold verses)                                Psalm 15 
   
 1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart;  
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
 
SECOND  READING                                                     Colossians 1:15-28 
 

This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.” Because 
Christ is present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory. 
 
15 [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation,16 for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or   
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He 
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 
place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through 
him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by    
making peace through the blood of his cross. 
  21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now   
reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and      
irreproachable before him, 23 provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in 
the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a minister of this gospel. 
  24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I became its         
minister according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God 
fully known, 26 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has 
now been revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the 
gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 It 
is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we 
may present everyone mature in Christ. 
 

Word of God, word of life.                                                                             Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

 
 

4  

Announcements & Upcoming Events 

 
The beautiful flowers gracing our worship service today are given in honor of Bill 
and Viola Herd’s wedding anniversary.  
 

We are taking altar flower dedications for 2025. The cost is $50. Contact Rachel Hills at 
rm_hills@yahoo.com if you would like to sponsor the flowers. Dates available are August 31st, 
September 7th and 28th, and December 28th.  
 

Nursery Care for infants through age 2 is available during the Sunday School hour 
while    parents are attending Faith and Fellowship. During worship, care is available 
for infants through kindergarten.  

 

Faith and Fellowship meets in the Fellowship Hall on the first floor from 9 am—
9:45 am each Sunday. This is an opportunity for adults to gather for light                
refreshments and to grow in faith. Note-there will be no Faith & Fellowship in July.   

Registration is open for our Music Camp.  Summer Musical Camp is August 11th –
15th from 9:00 am —2:00 pm for students who have completed grades 3 through 8. 
Registration forms are on the third floor bulletin board, in the weekly email and on our 
website. Please tell your family, friends and neighbors about our wonderful camp! 

 

Request from the Property Committee! We are in need of some new people to join 
our committee. If you are interested in joining and helping with some of the much 
needed projects at St. John’s, please contact Bill Fliegel at wfliegel@yahoo.com.  
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 Next Week—  Sunday, July 27th—Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
† 10 am—Worship in-person  

and livestreamed on our YouTube Channel  
Visit stjohnsparkville.org  

Pastor Mathew & Pastor Amy will be on vacation 
Wednesday, July 23rd —Wednesday, August 6th. They 

will return to the office on Thursday, August 7th.  



Commemorations 
When we are baptized, we are baptized into the body of Christ. We understand this body 
to be the communion of saints, a diverse witness of people across time and space.            
Throughout its history, the church has sought to lift up Christians who have been unique,       
exemplary people of faith.  It is not that these people are perfect, as we are all both saint and 
sinner. Our faith in God working in them can be a reminder of God’s grace working in all of 
our lives. “The saints are to be remembered so that we may strengthen our faith when we see 
how they experienced grace and how they were helped by faith.” 
(Augsburg Confession) 
Copyright © 2018 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. www.elca.org/worshipfaq. 
 

Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
Tuesday, July 22, 2025 
Sometimes called "the apostle to the apostles" because she told them of her encounter with the 
risen Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his ministry. She was 
present at Jesus' crucifixion and his burial. 
 
Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373 
Wednesday, July 23, 2025 
Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she gave 
all that she owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns led by a woman. 
Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta. 
 
James, Apostle 
Friday, July 25, 2025 
James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their call from 
Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is the only one      
recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2). 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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From SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright 2025Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by            
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 30295.Permission for hymn use and organ music granted 
under ONE LICENSE #735150-A and CCLI License #11527942. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                               Luke 10:38-42 
 

During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her concern for 
her many tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the presence of 
God. 
             

The holy gospel according to Luke.                                                         Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
 38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet 
and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she 
came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by 
myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are 
worried and distracted by many things, 42 but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary 
has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.                                                                         Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

                                                                          (The assembly is seated.) 
 

SERMON 
 

 
 

                                            (Please stand as you are able.) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Jesus, the Very Thought of You      ELW 754 
 

(Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878; Music: John B. Dykes, 
1823-1876) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
        Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
        and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he       
        ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will  
        come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    
        Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
 
 

 

After each petition      God of grace.  
                                         Hear our prayer.  
 
PEACE           The peace of Christ be with you always.     
                        And also with you. 
 

(We offer each other a sign of God’s peace. Afterwards, the assembly is seated.) 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC                       I Shall Not Want    Gene Clarke 
 

(© 2005 Lorenz Publishing Co.)  
 
Thank you for your generous support of St. John’s. During this time an offering is gathered for 
the mission and ministry of the Church as together we experience and share God’s abundant 
grace and love. 

 

Many in our congregation give online. You can set up one-time or recurring       
donations on our website stjohnsparkville.org. Checks and cash may be placed in 

the offering plate. You may also donate via venmo @stjohnsparkville 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
 

The love of God abound in you;  
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;  
And the life of the Spirit  

☩  bless you and give you peace.  
Amen.  
 
SENDING HYMN                       Let Us Enter In (See insert)                    ACS 985  
 
DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.  
Thanks be to God.   
 
POSTLUDE                                     Praise with the Trumpet!         Gerald Peterson 
 

(© 2009 Lorenz Publishing Co.)  
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Those Serving Today   

Assisting Minister 
Crucifer 

Acolyte (s) 
Lector 

Communion Assistant 

Dismissal Assistant 

Linda Wiley 
Landry E.  

Paige M.  
Laurie Krieger 
Laurie Krieger 

Jack W.  



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
 
 

The kingdom of God is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 
 
COMMUNION  
 

 

All are welcome at Christ's table. Bread is received in the hands. Gluten-free wafers are    
available-if you need one, please ask the pastor. To receive the wine, take an empty cup and  
the communion assistant will fill it with wine. The cups that are already filled contain grape 

juice. After drinking, place the used cup in the basket on your way back to your seat. 

If you are not communing you are welcome to come forward for a blessing,                             
crossing your arms over your chest. 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS             O Savior, Precious Savior         ELW 820 
 

(Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879; Music: Arthur H. Mann, 1850-1929) 
 
    Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak        ELW 676 
(Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879; Music: Robert Schumann, 1810-1856) 
 

         (The assembly remains seated.) 
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OFFERING HYMN                Goodness Is Stronger than Evil        ELW 721 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
  
Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                     You Are Holy (See insert)                                  ELW 525 
                 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, 
you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 
 

The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 
We praise you, O God.  
We praise you, O God. 
 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 
We bless you, O God.  
We bless you, O God. 
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We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 
We thank you, O God.  
We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

Remembering his love for us 
on the way, 
at the table, 
and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
among your people; 
throughout the world. 
 

Blessing, praise, and thanks 
to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, 
in your church, 
without end.  
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.    
   

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
         thy kingdom come thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
         as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation,  
         but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
         and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
                       

                                                (The assembly is seated.) 
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